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George  "Scrap"  Hymel 
King  Sucrose  LXVIII 

The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  and  Fair  Association  announced  that  Mr.  George 
"Scrap"  Hymel  of  Gramercy  will  reign  as  King  Sucrose  LXVIII  at  the  annual  festival  to  be 
celebrated  on  September  24-27,  2009  in  New  Iberia. 

George  "Scrap"  is  the  owner  and  vice-president  of  a  fourth  generation  farming  operation, 
Uncle  Sam  Planting  Co.  He  was  born  in  1938  and  upon  graduating  from  high  school  began 
running  the  farm  with  his  father  and  brother,  and  today  is  still  actively  running  the  family 
sugarcane  farm. 

Scrap  is  actively  involved  in  his  community.  He  currently  serves  as  co-chair  on  the 
Ascension/St.  James/St  John  Farm  Service  Agency  Committee.  He  is  a  board  member  of 
the  East  St.  James  Parish  Farm  Bureau.  He  serves  as  usher  for  Sacred  Heart  Church  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Lion's  Club  and  the  K  of  C. 

He  formerly  served  as  president  of  the  East  St.  James  Parish  Farm  Bureau  for  16  years 
and  Lion's  Club  for  2  years  as  well  as  a  board  member  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
and  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau.  Scrap  was  involved  in  the  4-H  program  as  a  youth  and  has 
continued  as  a  volunteer  leader  for  most  of  his  life.  He  was  recognized  in  2008  for  his 
contributions  to  the  St.  James  Parish  4-H  Livestock  Program. 

He  has  been  married  for  43  years  to  the  former  Denise  Roussel.  They  have  three  children, 
Stephen  Hymel,  Vikki  Hymel  Moran,  and  Kent  "Rooney"  Hymel.  He  is  the  proud 
grandfather  of  seven  grandchildren 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  congratulates  Scrap  for  being  selected  King  Sucrose 
LXVIII. 
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The  new  2009  Austoft  8800  harvester!  The  heart  of  the 

7700  but  with  class  leading  enhancements  in 

harvesting  capacity  and  operator  comfort. 


Electronic  automatic  cutter  height  and  cruise  control 

Data  Logger  which  measures: 

Area  harvested,  time  harvesting,  time  waiting,  fuel 
Consumption,  engine  parameters,  base  cutter  pressure, 
Hydraulic  oil  temp,  etc.  Measurements  are  downloadable 
To  a  USB  memory  stick  for  transfer  to  your  PC. 

Right  hand  console  with  multi-function  handle. 

Left  hand  steer  and  cruise  control.  £&*& 

Wide  combine  cab  with  standard  training  seatw^  Jktfr* 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Sugar  Users  Cry  Wolf 
ASCL  Hosts  the  Sugar  Association 


Louisiana's  cane  farmers  joined 
forces  with  other  sugarcane  and 
sugarbeet  farmers  from  across 
America  to  call  foul  on  undustrial  sugar 
users  and  their  attempt  to  reduce  prices. 

In  a  Wall  Street  Journal  advertisement 
sugar  producers  begged  large  food 
manufacturers  to  call  the  American  Sugar 
Alliance  (ASA)  to  be  put  in  touch  with 
numerous  sugar  sellers  looking  to  unload 
"extra  inventory." 

The  advertisement  appeared  exactly  one 
week  after  a  group  of  industrial  sugar  users 
instigated  a  sugar  shortage  scare  in  a 
national  public  relations  campaign 
designed  to  pressure  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  (USDA)  into  importing 
unneeded  subsidized  sugar. 

Their  campaign  centered  around  a  letter 
from  multinational  food  companies  to  the 
USDA  saying  that  America  would, 
"virtually  run  out  of  sugar,"  even  though 
U.S.  sugar  producers  have  surpluses 
they're  trying  to  unload. 


To  date  the  U.S.  sugar  industry  has  been 
unable  to  locate  a  single  company  that 
doesn't  have  enough  sugar  to  make  candy, 
cakes,  cookies,  or  other  sweet  treats. 

"We  were  concerned  by  your  recent 
allegations. .  .of  a  sugar  shortage,"  read  the 
advertisement,  which  was  an  open  letter  to 
food  conglomerates.  "Based  on  the  size  of 
current  crops,  existing  stocks,  and  near- 
historic  imports  from  other  countries,  the 
USDA  just  upped  its  sugar  SURPLUS 
estimates  for  the  year." 

Recently  USDA  released  new  data 
showing  that  the  country's  sugar  warehouses 
have  1 ,252,000  tons  of  surplus  sugar  looking 
for  buyers.  It  also  upped  ending  stock 
estimates  for  next  year — an  estimate  sugar 
industry  experts  expect  to  rise  further  as 
imports  from  Mexico  start  flowing  in. 

"Hopefully  your  intent  was  not  to 
intentionally  mislead  or  scare  the  nation's 
media,  the  general  public,  or  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,"  the  sugar  producers' 
advertisement  continued. 


Sugar  producers  have  pledged  to  the 
USDA  that  they  would  be  supportive  of 
increased  imports  if  a  supply  shortage  ever 
surfaces.  But  that  is  not  the  case  right  now 
because  "America's  sugar  producers  have 
plenty  of  sugar  to  sell,"  according  to  today's 
advertisement. 

Calls  for  higher  imports  from  food 
manufacturers  were  a  political  ploy  intended 
to  reduce  the  price  sugar  farmers  receive  for 
their  crops.  Such  a  move  is  ironic  since,  as 
the  ASA  points  out,  leaders  from  the 
confectionary  industry  have  boasted  that 
their  profit  margins  average  more  than  30 
percent. 

Current  sugar  prices,  hovering  around  28 
cent/lb,  are  better  than  they  have  been  in 
almost  25  years.  These  prices  certainly  are 
welcome,  but  they  need  to  persist  long 


enough  for  our  farmers  and  millers  to  get 
the  crop  harvested,  processed  and  sold. 
Hopefully  our  growers  will  realize  these 
higher  prices  when  sales  from  this  year's 
crop  finally  reach  the  farmer's  bank 
account. 

ASCL  Hosts  the  Sugar  Association 

I  am  currently  serving  as  the  Chairman 
of  the  Sugar  Association.  This  is  the  national 
organization  charged  with  promoting  sugar 
for  America's  sugar  beet  and  sugarcane 
producers,  processors  and  refiners.  At  the 
pleasure  of  the  Chairman,  the  League 
hosted  the  Association's  September  Board 
meeting  in  New  Orleans.  Thanks  to  the 
League  board  members  who  joined  us  at 
Oak  Alley  Plantation  to  greet  our  sugar 
brethren  from  across  the  U.S. 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

JtO  /  /  "OT-0~.Lrf/\fN.L/  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^s^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  re&sss 
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"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


You're  First  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe 
that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are 

important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 

personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST 

at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 

First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call!  r_      p 

Michele  Simoneaux  Donna  Booty 

Thibodaux  (985)  446-9450  Thibodaux 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


1 1 


Lincoln  Named  Senate  Chair 

Foreign  Policy  Matters 

USDA  Delays  Regulations 

USDA  WASDE  September  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Senator  Blanche  Lincoln  (D-AR)  was 
elevated  to  the  Chair  of  the  Senate 
Agriculture    Committee    in    the 
aftermath  of  the  passing  of  Senator  Ted 
Kennedy  (D-MA).  Senator  Tom  Harkin  (D- 
IA)  opted  to  shift  to  the  Health,  Education, 
Labor  and  Pensions  Committee,  creating  the 
opening  on  the  Agriculture  Committee. 
Lincoln  quickly  named  Robert  Holifield  as 
the  chief  of  staff  for  the  majority  on  the 
Agriculture  Committee.     Lincoln  and 
Holifield  bring  a  new  perspective  to  the 
committee's  majority  leadership,  which  was 
i  predominately  mid-western  in  outlook,  and 
i  her  close  working  relationship  with  Senator 
iSaxby   Chamblis    (R-GA)    should   be 
i  invaluable  to  the  committee's  effective 
oversight  of  farm  bill  implementation.  The 
sugar  industry  joined  a  host  of  agricultural 
interests  in  welcoming  the  new  leadership 
team. 

Senator  Lincoln,  a  savvy  former  Hill 
staffer  who  also  served  on  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee  during  her  two  terms 
in  the  House,  was  a  vital  partner  in 
development  of  the  2008  farm  bill  and  was 
particularly  effective  as  a  champion  for 


southern  interests  in  the  Senate  debate  on 
appropriate  payment  limitations  and  other 
issues.  In  a  decade  in  the  Senate,  Senator 
Lincoln  has  risen  to  leadership  positions  on 
other  vital  committees,  including  the 
Finance  and  Energy  and  Natural  Resources 
committees,  and  is  currently  the  Chair  of 
Rural  Outreach  within  the  Senate 
Democratic  Caucus.  In  her  early  remarks 
as  committee  leader,  Senator  Lincoln  has 
expressed  positions  on  trade,  climate-change 
and  other  fronts  that  will  resonate  well  with 
those  involved  in  production  agriculture. 

Foreign  Policy  Matters 

When  the  US  State  Department 
announced  in  early  September  that  it  was 
shutting  down  all  visa  activities  in  Honduras 
in  protest  of  the  military  coup  of  June  2009, 
approved  visas  for  nearly  40  mill  workers 
were  in  limbo.  These  returning  workers 
bring  unique  and  valuable  skill  sets  to  south 
Louisiana  for  the  3-month  sugarcane 
grinding  season  each  year  and  all  required 
a  final  appointment  at  the  US  embassy 
before  coming  north  for  the  Louisiana 
harvest. 


Greater  risk  and  higher  per-unit  costs  are  a 
vicious  one-two  punch  to  farmers,  mills  and 
their  extended  economic  communities. 
Delayed  or  denied  entry  of  these  workers 
would  leave  a  majority  of  our  mills  short- 
handed  with  little  or  no  chance  of  finding 
competent  replacements.  The  ripple  effects 
could  force  the  growers  to  slow  and/or  delay 
the  harvest,  exposing  the  crop  to  more  of 
winter's  peril. 

Few  will  know  of  the  intense  efforts  put 
forward  over  the  past  few  weeks  as  this  issue 
emerged,  but  all  should  be  proud  of  your 
industry  leadership  and  your  congressional 
champions,  who  quickly  assessed  the 
emerging  international  situation  and  quietly 
but  effectively  communicated  our  concerns 
to  the  new  foreign  policy  team.  Only 
bureaucratic  inertia  stands  in  the  way  of  a 
solution  at  the  time  of  this  writing.  While  it 
is  never  wise  to  bet  against  inertia,  it  appears 
that  our  champions  have  been  heard. 

USDA  Delays  Regulations 

In  early  September,  as  prelude  to  beginning 
the  new  sugar  marketing  year  on  October  1st, 
USDA  officially  acknowledged  that 
regulations  to  implement  the  flexible 
feedstock  program  in  Title  IX  of  the  2008 
farm  bill  were  not  likely  to  be  offered  for 
public  comment  in  the  near-term.  The 
League  continues  to  urge  administration 
officials  and  congressional  champions  of  the 
merits  of  releasing  proposed  regulations  for 
public  comment  before  the  need  for  such 
regulation  becomes  an  emergency.  In  our 
conversations  with  officials,  we  stress  the 
importance  of  having  a  structure  in  place  as 
soon  as  possible,  even  if  that  structure 
remains  unused  for  the  current  marketing 
year.  In  short,  our  argument  is  that,  when 
the  need  arises,  it  is  best  to  have  a  tool  in 
your  toolbox  instead  of  a  vague  outline  of  a 
tool  in  your  head. 


The  Administration  has  shown  an  initial 
willingness  to  implement  the  2008  farm  bill 
as  Congress  intended  and  it  is  fair  to 
acknowledge  that  regulations  for 
implementing  the  permanent  disaster 
program  contained  in  the  '08  bill  are 
dominating  the  pipeline  of  implementing 
rules.  Those  regulations  need  to  clear  the 
system  before  other  items  can  move 
forward.  When  those  regulations  move  out 
of  the  pipeline,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  a  broadly  written  proposed  rule  for  the 
flexible  feedstock  program,  subject  to  the 
regular  commenting  process  before 
implementation,  would  be  controversial. 
We  will  continue  to  monitor  the  process  and, 
where  appropriate,  push  for  activity  on  this 
important  programmatic  issue. 

USDA  WASDE  September  Report  on 
US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA  released  its  September  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use. 
USDA's  2008/09  beginning  stocks  and 
production  were  unchanged  at  1,660,000 
tons  (raw  value)  and  7,571,000  tons, 
respectively.  Louisiana  production  was 
unchanged  at  1,400,000  tons.  Imports  were 
reduced  75,000  tons  to  3,166,000  tons  after 
rising  150,000  to  3,191,000  tons  last  month. 
Imports  from  Mexico  were  reduced  75,000 
tons  to  1,375,000  tons,  resulting  in  a  drop 
in  total  supply  to  12,347,000  tons  from 
12,422,000  tons  last  month. 

Exports  were  unchanged  at  130,000  tons, 
deliveries  were  reduced  to  10,910,00  tons 
from  1 1,040,000  tons,  resulting  in  total  use 
falling  to  1 1 ,040,000  tons  from  11,1 70,000 
tons.  Ending  stocks  are  increased  to 
1 ,307,000  tons  from  1 ,252,000  tons,  raising 
the  stocks  to  use  ratio  to  1 1.8  percent  from 
1 1.2  percent  last  month. 


Domestic  production  for  2009/10  was 
scaled  back  to  8,025,000  tons  after  rising  to 
8,275,000  tons  last  month.  Beet  production 
was  reduced  to  4,700,000  tons  from 
4,850,000  tons  last  month.  Florida 
production  fell  100,000  tons  to  1,700,000 
tons  while  Louisiana  production  remained  at 
1,300,000  tons.  Imports  are  increased  to 
2,087,000  tons,  reflecting  a  330,000  ton 
increase  in  shipments  from  Mexico  and 
resulting  in  an  increase  of  total  supplies  to 
11,419,000  tons  from  11,284,000  tons  last 
month.  Exports  and  deliveries  were 
unchanged  at  200,000  tons  and  10,375,000 
tons,  respectively,  leaving  total  use  was 
unchanged  at  10,575,000  tons.  Ending  stocks 
for  September  2010  are  now  projected  at 
844,000  tons,  more  than  doubling  July's 
projections.    The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was 


increased  to  8.0  percent  from  6.7  percent 
last  month  (and  3.4  percent  in  July). 

USDA  increased  2008/09  Mexican 
beginning  stocks  by  360,000  tons  while 
leaving  domestic  production  at  5,260,000 
tons.  Imports  were  reduced  by  nearly 
200,000  tons  to  215,000  tons,  domestic  use 
remained  at  5,540,000  tons  and  exports  were 
reduced  to  1,245,000  tons  from  1,315,000 
tons  last  month.  This  resulted  in  an  increase 
in  ending  stocks  to  665,000  tons  from 
420,000  tons.  Mexico's  2009/10 
production  remained  at  5,500,000  tons, 
while  imports  were  dropped  to  7 10,000  tons 
from  870,000  tons  last  month.  Use  remained 
at  5,540,000  tons  and  exports  were  increased 
to  450,000  tons  from  150,000  tons  last 
month,  which  lowered  ending  stocks  to 
885,000  tons  from  1,100,000  tons. 
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PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
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ALL  NEW  8800  SERIES  AUSTOFT 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


llll:::liili 


Crop  Report 

Late  Release  of  L  01-299 

RSD  Testing 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on 
September  15,  2009,  growers  are 
nearing  the  end  of  their  2009 
planting.  For  most,  this  year  was  an  ideal 
season.  Seedcane  was  straight  and  both 
hand  crews  and  mechanical  planters 
performed  well.  Unlike  previous  years, 
because  it  was  straight,  L  99-226  planted 
well  (relatively  well)  and  gave  good  planting 
ratios  whether  by  hand  or  mechanical 
planting.  With  this  year's  planting  results, 
growers  are  more  encouraged  by  226  and 
are  planting  a  little  more  acreage  of  this 
variety  than  they  originally  expected  to 
plant. 

The  harvest  of  soybeans  planted  on  cane 
acreage  went  well.  Only  a  few  acres  of 
beans  were  not  harvested  and  were 
abandoned  so  cane  could  be  planted. 
Because  of  the  early  drought,  soybean  yields 
were  highly  variable  from  field  to  field,  but 
with  a  decent  selling  price,  this  year's  crop 
of  soybeans  was  profitable. 

During  the  planting  season,  most  of  the 
rains  were  scattered  and  if  one  field  was  too 
wet  to  plant  growers  were  able  to  move  to 
other  locations  and  continue  on  planting. 
Seedbeds  had  plenty  of  moisture  during 
planting  and  now  after  this  industry-wide 
rain;  this  year's  planting  should  be  off  to  a 
very  good  start. 


Late  Release  of  L  01-299 

After  a  number  of  requests  to  reconsider  L 
01-299,  on  August  26,  2009,  Chairman 
Chris  Mattingly  called  a  meeting  of  the 
Variety  Release  Committee  to  review  the 
status  of  L  01-299.  After  much 
consideration  over  the  next  couple  of  days, 
it  was  the  vote  of  the  Committee  on  August 
28  that  L  01-299  should  be  released  to  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  immediately. 

In  outfield  tests,  L  01-299's  yields  have 
been  somewhat  lower  in  the  plant-cane  year 
than  those  of  96-540.  However,  data 
indicates  that  it  has  superior  stubbling  ability 
and  has  out-preformed  540  in  stubble 
outfield  tests,  especially  in  third  stubble. 
See  accompanying  article  Notice  of  Release 
of  Sugarcane  Variety  L  01-299  on  page  13 
in  this  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

In  2006,  L  01-299  was  held  back  and  not 
sent  to  the  secondary  stations  due  to  low 
plant-cane  outfield  test  yields.  It  was 
however  replanted  on  the  primaries,  in  the 
outfield,  and  in  other  tests.  In  2007,  L  01- 
299  was  sent  to  secondary  stations. 
However,  in  2008  it  was  dropped  due  to  the 
Committee's  concern  about  L  01-299's  high 
susceptibility  to  smut.  Over  several  years, 
in  numerous  inoculated  smut  tests  conducted 
by  the  AgCenter's  pathologist,  299  received 
maximum  smut  ratings  and  there  was  a  large 
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amount  of  smut  observed  due  to  natural 
spread  at  several  secondary  stations;  similar 
to  what  was  noted  for  L  97-128  during  its 
increase. 

In  an  effort  to  extend  the  longevity  of  Ho 
95-988,  L  99-226,  and  L  99-233  all  three 
parties  of  the  3 -Way  Agreement  (the  LSU 
AgCenter,  the  USDA,  and  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League)  voted  to  drop  L  01-299. 
All  three  varieties  (Ho  95-988,  L  99-226,  and 
L  99-233)  have  shown  relatively  high 
susceptibility  to  smut  under  natural  spread 
conditions. 

Because  L  01-299  was  dropped  by  the 
Committee,  it  was  not  replanted  on  the  seed 
increase  stations  in  the  fall  of  2008.  There 
is  not  and  will  not  be  any  seedcane  of  L  01- 
299  distributed  by  the  League  from  the 
secondary  stations. 

When  a  variety  is  released  through  the 
normal  sequence  of  events,  during  the  year 
of  release,  secondary  stations  are  heavily 
rogued  for  mixtures,  scouted  for  visual 
diseases,  and  tested  for  RSD  prior  to  its 
release  to  the  industry.  This  summer  because 
L  09-299  was  considered  a  dropped  variety, 
the  League's  agronomists  did  not  rogue  the 
L  09-299  on  the  secondary  stations.  At  this 
time,  there  is  only  a  small  amount  (1/4  to  1/ 
3  acre)  of  first-stubble  L  01-299  on  each  of 
the  secondary  stations.  The  L  01-299  on  the 
secondary  stations  was  last  tested  for  RSD 
in  2003,  the  year  it  was  introduced  to  the 
primaries.  Because  of  L  01-299's  start  and 
stop  history  in  the  variety  program,  it  would 
now  take  about  three  additional  years  to  build 
up  enough  RSD  tested  seedcane  for 
distribution  from  the  secondary  stations.  It 
was  the  wish  of  the  Variety  Release 
Committee  that  299  be  released  immediately 
so  that  it  could  get  into  industry  fields  as 
quickly  as  possible.  For  this  reason,  it  was 
decided  to  make  the  release  of  L  01-299  at 
this  time. 


Once  again,  there  will  be  no  seedcane 
of  L  01-299  distributed  by  the  League 
from  the  secondary  stations  this  year  or 
in  the  future. 

RSD  Testing 

In  an  effort  to  keep  the  industry-wide  RSD 
level  low,  each  grower  is  urged  to  contact 
either  his  county  agent  or  crop  consultant 
and  request  that  a  RSD  survey  of  his  fields 
and  farm  be  conducted.  If  you,  your  county 
agent,  or  crop  consultant  have  any  questions 
regarding  the  proper  procedure  for  this 
sampling,  please  contact  Dr.  Hoy  at  (225) 
578-1392  or  by  email  at 
jhoy@agcenter.lsu.edu  or  try  the  RSD 
Testing  Lab  at  (225)  578-0760. 

Over  the  last  few  years,  a  very  reliable 
test  for  RSD  has  been  developed  and  is  now 
in  use  by  the  AgCenter's  Sugarcane  Disease 
Detection  Laboratory.  There  is  no  cost  for 
running  samples  at  the  lab.  The  one 
drawback  to  the  testing  procedure  is  that  it 
cannot  detect  low  concentrations  of  RSD. 
For  this  reason,  the  test  is  most  reliable  after 
mid-September,  when  the  concentration  of 
the  bacteria  is  higher.  Dr.  Hoy  suggests  that 
a  good  sign  of  farm  health  would  be 
indicated  by  the  result  of  testing  from  older 
stubble  fields  and  that  it  is  a  good  idea  to 
include  fields  of  older  stubble  in  the  survey. 

The  newly  released  variety  L  01-283  has 
very  good  yield  and  stubbling  potential. 
Over  the  next  couple  of  years,  the  amount 
of  certified  RSD  free  seedcane  available  for 
purchase  will  only  amount  to  a  small  portion 
of  the  seedcane  that  is  needed  if  this  new 
variety  is  to  have  any  impact  on  the 
industry's  acreage.  To  take  advantage  of  L 
01-283's  potential,  healthy  seedcane  should 
be  planted;  the  use  of  the  RSD  Testing  Lab 
can  help  make  sure  that  you  are  planting 
good  quality  seed  of  all  the  varieties  on  your 
farm. 


Notice  of  Release  of  Sugarcane  Variety  L  01-299 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University,  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70803 

And 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 

And 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S. A,  Inc. 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301 


The  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  the 
Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  working  cooperatively  to 
develop  improved  sugarcane  varieties,  have  jointly  developed  and  hereby  announce  the 
release  of  a  new  variety,  L  01-299,  for  commercial  planting  in  the  fall  of  2009. 

L  01-299  was  derived  from  a  cross  (XL96-402)  made  in  1996  between  L  93-365  as  the 
female  parent  and  LCP  85-384  as  the  male  parent.  Single  stool  seedling  selection  was  done 
at  the  Sugar  Research  Station  located  at  St.  Gabriel,  Louisiana  in  1998.  Permanent  variety 
assignment  was  done  in  2001.  The  stalks  of  L  01-299  are  cream  colored  with  a  slightly 
yellowish  hue  and  are  covered  with  a  wax  layer.  In  the  sunlight  the  stalks  have  a  deeper 
yellowish  hue.  The  new  variety  has  a  high  population  of  medium  diameter  stalks.  L  01- 
299's  stalk  population  is  122%  and  stalk  weight  is  92%  of  Louisiana's  most  widely  grown 
variety,  HoCP  96-540,  when  averaged  across  all  crops.  L  01-299  is  an  excellent  stubbling 
(ratooning)  variety. 

Yield  data  from  66  combine-harvested  Outfield  Trials  that  are  replicated  on  both  light- 
and  heavy-textured  soils  indicate  that  L  01-299  produces  approximately  9%  greater 
recoverable  sugar  yield  (lbs.  per  acre)  than  HoCP  96-540  averaged  across  all  field  trials.  L 
01-299  is  medium  maturing,  and  it  has  produced  99%  of  the  sucrose  content  (lbs.  per  ton  of 
cane)  compared  to  HoCP  96-540  when  averaged  across  all  tests.  Based  on  16  tests,  the 
fiber  content  of  the  new  variety  is  12.4%,  which  is  slightly  higher  than  HoCP  96-540  (11 .8%). 
Field  observations  indicate  that  L  01-299  is  an  erect  variety  and  well  suited  to  both  whole 
stalk  and  combine  harvesting  systems.  The  leaf  sheaths  of  L  01-299  are  less  tightly  held 
than  LCP  85-384,  which  should  aid  in  trash  extraction  during  combine  harvesting  of  green 
(unburned)  cane. 

L  01-299  is  resistant  to  Sorghum  mosaic  virus  and  to  brown  rust  (Puccinia  melanocephala 
H.  &  P.  Sydow).  The  new  variety  is  susceptible  to  smut  (Ustilago  scitaminea  Syd.)  and 
moderately  resistant  to  leaf  scald  [Xanthomonas  albilineans  ( Ashby)  Dowson]  under  natural 
field  infection.  The  effect  of  yellow  leaf  disease  on  the  yield  of  L  01-299  is  unknown.  L 
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01-299  may  sustain  significant  yield  loss  in  ratoon  (stubble)  crops  from  ratoon  stunting 
disease  {Leifsonia  xyli  subsp.  xyli  Evtushenko).  To  realize  the  maximum  yield  potential  of 
this  variety,  healthy  seed  cane,  free  of  this  and  other  systemic  diseases,  must  be  planted. 

L  01-299  is  moderately  resistant  to  the  sugarcane  borer  Diatraea  saccharalis  (F.)  and 
should  be  scouted  to  insure  timely  insecticide  applications.  This  variety  should  be  a  good 
choice  to  plant  in  areas  where  insecticides  cannot  be  applied. 

Field  observations  indicate  that  L  01-299  is  not  any  more  susceptible  to  herbicides 
commonly  used  for  weed  control  than  sugarcane  varieties  currently  in  production. 

Seed  cane  of  L  01-299  will  not  be  distributed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the 
U.S.A.,  Inc.  Inquiries  concerning  seed  cane  should  be  directed  to  local  seed-cane  companies. 
Neither  the  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center  nor  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture  has  seed  cane  available  for  distribution. 

Dr.  David  Boethel 

Vice  Chancellor  and  Director,  LSU  Agricultural  Center, 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Dr.  Judith  B.  St.  John 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Mr.  Greg  Nolan 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A,  Inc. 
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We    have    the    best    TIRES 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 


Outfield  Trials 

Comparison  of  the  yield  of  L  01-299  with  LCP  85-384,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540,  L  97- 
128,  L  99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP  00-950,  and  L  01-283  in  66  combine-harvested,  replicated 
trials  on  light-  and  heavy-textured  soils  from  2005  to  2008. 


Variety                        Sugar  per 

Cane  Yield 

Sugar  per 

Stalk 

Stalk 

Acre 

Yield 

Ton 

Weight 

Number 

(lbs/A) 

(tons/A) 

(lbs/ton) 

(lbs) 

(stalks/A) 

Plant-cane  crop  (32)] 

LCP  85-384                   7245  - 

26.3   - 

275 

1.86  - 

28937  - 

Ho  95-988                      8615 

31.7 

271 

2.26  + 

28406  - 

HoCP  96-540                 9712  + 

34.9  + 

279  + 

2.42  + 

29638 

L  97-128                        8912 

33.0 

270 

2.43  + 

27413  - 

L  99-226                       10122+ 

34.6  + 

292  + 

2.76  + 

25692  - 

L  99-233                        9282 

35.2  + 

263  - 

1.91   - 

37597  + 

HoCP  00-950                 9667  + 

32.9 

294  + 

2.14 

31117 

L  01-283                        9654  + 

34.3  + 

281  + 

2.14 

32901 

L  01-299                        8875 

32.7 

270 

2.14 

31367 

First  stubble  crop  (21) l 

LCP  85-384                   7322  - 

25.9   - 

282 

1.73   - 

30607  - 

Ho  95-988                      8416  - 

29.8   - 

283 

2.16  + 

27767  - 

HoCP  96-540                 8880  - 

31.3   - 

284 

2.18  + 

29301  - 

L  97-128                        8279  - 

29.3   - 

283 

2.26  + 

25888  - 

L  99-226                        9725 

32.1   - 

302  + 

2.65  + 

24615  - 

L  99-233                        8636  - 

31.0  - 

279 

1.78 

35656 

HoCP  00-950                 8766  - 

28.9  - 

304  + 

2.00 

29141  - 

L  01-283                        9449 

32.4 

293  + 

1.91 

34208  - 

L  01-299                        9541 

34.4 
Second  stubble 

278 
crop  (ll)1 

1.88 

36911 

LCP  85-384                   6378  - 

24 .1    - 

264 

1.50  - 

33418  - 

Ho  95-988                      7310  - 

26.9   - 

273 

1.86 

29309  - 

HoCP  96-540                 7091  - 

27.4  - 

259 

1.86 

29803  - 

L  97-128                        7237  - 

26.8   - 

270 

1.96  + 

27540  - 

L  99-226                        7946 

27.9   - 

285  + 

2.30  + 

24696  - 

L  99-233                        7974 

31.1 

256 

1.62 

38980 

HoCP  00-950                 8312 

28.5   - 

292  + 

1.80 

32192  - 

L  01-283                        8156 

29.4  - 

278  + 

1.70 

35047 

L  01-299                        8537 

32.9 
Third  stubble 

263 
crop  (2)1 

1.71 

39085 

LCP  85-384                   5902  - 

20.5   - 

289 

1.35 

30436 

Ho  95-988                      6424  - 

22.6  - 

283 

1.52 

29955  - 

HoCP  96-540                 5243  - 

18.1    - 

288 

1.65 

22304  - 

L  97-128                         7439 

24.7   - 

300 

1.81 

27868  - 

L  99-226                        8186 

26.6 

308 

2.06  + 

25836  - 

L  99-233                        8191 

29.1 

282 

1.48 

39659 

HoCP  00-950                 8014 

25.3   - 

317 

1.64 

31190 

L  01-283                        8694 

27.7 

313 

1.43 

39131 

L  01-299                        9088 

31.1 

291 

1.59 

39547 

1  Number  in  parentheses  represents  the  total  number  of  trials. 

Varieties  that  are  significantly 

higher  or  lower  than  L0 1-299 

are  denoted  by 

a  plus  (+)  or 

minus  (-),  respectively. 
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HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 


P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 

FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


. 
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Estimating  Variable  Sugarcane  Harvest  Costs 


"W~  "W""arvest  costs  comprise  one  of  the 
I  I  largest  portions  of  total  sugarcane 
A  JLproduction  cost.  Variable  costs  of 
harvest  (i.e.,  labor,  fuel,  repairs,  and  interest) 
account  for  approximately  23%  of  total  farm 
variable  production  cost  and  the  ownership 
expenses  of  harvest  equipment  comprise 
about  50%  of  total  farm  fixed  equipment 
expense.  Many  factors  can  affect  harvest 
costs.  As  a  result,  close  management  of  the 
harvest  operation  not  only  assures  good 
quality  cane  delivered  to  the  mill  but  also 
reduces  harvest  cost. 

In  the  Projected  Sugarcane  Costs  and 
Returns  report  for  2009,  published  in 
January  by  the  LSU  AgCenter,  variable 
sugarcane  harvest  costs  for  the  2009  harvest 
season  were  projected  to  be  $133.96  per 


harvested  acre  for  combine  harvest 
operations.  These  variable  cost  projections, 
shown  below,  include  expenses  for  harvest 
labor,  fuel,  repairs  and  interest  for  a 
combine,  tractors  and  wagons. 

These  cost  projections  are  based  on 
certain  harvest  operation  assumptions. 
Harvest  costs  across  farms  are  different  for 
a  variety  of  reasons  and  these  cost 
projections  should  be  adjusted  to  more 
closely  match  an  individual  farm  operation. 

Harvest  costs  are  affected  primarily  by 
two  factors:  performance  rate  and  fuel  cost. 
Performance  rate  is  the  time,  in  hours  per 
acre,  required  to  harvest  one  acre  of 
sugarcane  and  haul  it  to  the  truck  from  the 
field.  Cane  yield,  field  conditions,  truck 
availability,  down  time  for  repairs,  and 


Projected  Variable  Sugarcane  Harvest  Costs  per  Acre  for  2009 


Performance 

Variable  Cost 

Rate 

per  Harvested  Acre 

(hours/acre) 

($/acre) 

Combine  Harvester: 

0.70 

57.33 

Tractor/Wagon  Unit  1 

0.60 

24.98 

Tractor/Wagon  Unit  2 

0.60 

24.98 

Tractor/Wagon  Unit  3 

0.60 

24.98 

Drain  Cleaner 

0.08 

1.66 

Total  Variable  Cost 

133.96 

1/  Diesel  price  $2.20  per  gallon,  combine  labor  $15.30/hr,  tractor  labor  $9.60  per  hour. 
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weather  are  just  some  of  the  factors  which 
can  influence  harvest  performance  rate 
directly  and  ultimately  variable  harvest  cost. 
In  addition,  changes  in  fuel  cost,  which 
impact  harvest  fuel  expenses  for  both 
harvesters  and  tractors,  have  been  much 
more  significant  in  the  past  few  years  due  to 
rather  large  changes  in  annual  diesel  prices. 

The  performance  rates  used  in  the 
projected  sugarcane  harvest  costs  each  year 
are  based  on  the  assumption  of  normal 
weather  (i.e.,  no  hurricanes)  for  harvest 
operations  and  average  expected  sugarcane 
yields.  Combine  performance  rate  can  be 
easily  estimated  for  a  specific  farming 
operation  by  using  the  following  formula: 
APH  =  FS  x  MW  x  FE 
8.25 
where  APH  is  the  performance  rate  in  acres 
per  hours,  FS  is  the  field  speed  of  the 
harvester  (in  mph),  MW  is  the  width  covered 
by  the  machine  in  one  pass  through  the  field 
(in  feet),  FE  is  the  field  efficiency  of  the 
harvester  (usually  60%-70%)  and  8.25  is  the 
ratio  of  5,280  feet  per  mile  to  43,560  square 
feet  per  acre.  The  APH  performance  rate  in 
acres  per  hour  can  be  converted  to  the  HPA 
performance  rate  (hours  per  acre)  by  the 
formula  HPA  =  1/APH. 

For  example,  the  performance  rate  of  the 
harvester  in  the  table  above  (0.70  hours/acre) 
is  based  on  a  field  speed  of  3.0  mph,  machine 
width  per  pass  through  the  field  of  6  feet  and 
a  field  efficiency  of  65  % .  Most  of  the  factors 
which  would  impact  harvester  performance 
rate  affect  field  speed  of  the  machine  through 
the  field.  A  field  speed  of  2.75  mph,  for 
example,  would  increase  the  performance 
rate  to  0.77  hrs/acre.  Field  speeds  of  2.50, 
2.25  and  2.0  mph  would  increase  field 
performance  rates  to  0.85, 0.94,  and  1 .06  hrs/ 
acre. 

To  illustrate  the  impact  of  performance 
rate  on  variable  harvest  cost,  with  a  $2.20 


diesel  price  and  a  $15.30  per  hour  combine 
operator  wage  rate,  the  fuel  and  labor  cost 
for  the  combine  at  a  0.70  hrs/acre 
performance  rate  is  $29.41  per  harvested 
acre.  This  cost  excludes  combine  repair  and 
fixed  costs  as  well  as  the  costs  associated 
with  harvest  tractor/wagon  units.  At  2.0 
mph,  the  harvest  performance  rate  is  1.06 
hrs/acre  with  a  combine  fuel  and  labor 
expense  of  $44. 1 1  per  harvested  acre. 

The  other  major  factor  affecting  harvest 
variable  costs  mentioned  above  was  fuel 
price.  Changes  in  fuel  prices  impact  the  costs 
of  operating  both  the  harvester  and  the 
tractors  used  in  the  harvest  operation.  In  the 
projected  harvest  costs  for  2009,  the  total 
fuel  cost  per  acre  for  all  harvest  operations 
shown  in  the  table  was  $52.79  per  acre  with 
a  diesel  price  of  $2.20  per  gallon.  At  a  $2.50 
diesel  price,  harvest  fuel  costs  would 
increase  by  $7.20  per  acre.  At  a  $3.00  diesel 
price,  harvest  fuel  costs  would  increase  by 
$19.21  per  acre. 

Although  many  factors  which  impact 
harvest  costs  are  outside  of  our  control 
(weather,  fuel  price,  etc.),  doing  a  good  job 
of  managing  those  factors  which  we  can 
control  (combine  operation,  reducing 
breakdowns,  minimizing  waiting  time  for 
trucks,  etc.)  can  significantly  improve 
harvest  operations  and  go  a  long  way  toward 
minimizing  variable  harvest  costs. 


Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although  these 
guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that  burning 
operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  possible  in 
order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their  impact  on  the 
public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 
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always  beats  chemicalicious. 
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Broussard  Harvester,  single-row, 
sunstran  unit.  Call  985-859-4756. 

'99  Komatsu  200-Track  Hoe  with  2 
buckets;  '93  Austoft  Cane  Combine, 
new  -  com.  eng.;  3  Side  Dump 
(billet)  Road  Trailers.  Call  Tommy 
at  318-452-7945  or  Byrns  at  318- 
452-5373. 
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2-  Cameco  Hi-Dump  Wagons; 
Covering  Tool;  15  Billet  Highway 
Trailers;  2-row  Broussard  Whole 
Stalk  Cutter;  Transloader  wagon; 
Transloader;  3  3-row  Subsoilers;  2 
JD  14  ft.  3  pt.  Shredders;  3  Huval 
Drain  Openers;  Northwestern  Tiller; 
Other  equipment  is  also  available. 
Call  Kenneth  Taylor  at  337-945- 
7474. 

1987  Broussard  2-row  Cane  Cutter 
-  $18,000;  3  Billet  Carts  -  $3,500 
each;  8  planter  wagons  $500  each; 
billet  grabs  -  $2,500;  Barco  Whole 
Stalk  Grabs  -  $2,000;  Austoft  7700 
Cane  Combine  parts  -  engine, 
elevators,  tracks,  etc,  Call  318-240- 
0957  or  318-240-0958. 


2  Prime  3-row  Cultivators  w/offbars  -  $6,000  each;  LaCane  3-row  Cultivator  w/ 
offbars  -  $2,000;  Brammer  Drain  Cleaner  -  $3,000;  Shop  made  3-row  Sweeper  - 
$2,000;  1 ,000  gal.  fuel  tank  on  trailer  w/  oil  tank  -  $  1 ,000;  3-row  Subsoiler.  Contact 
Jack  Chelette  at  337-515-1202. 
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1 996  Cameco  CH2500,  field  ready.  Call  Acosta  Bros,  at  985-859-5598  or  28 1  -702- 
6054. 

2-Broussard  Hi-Dump  wagons  with  spare  wheel  -  $28,000;  JD  12' Chisel  Plow  ■ 
$1,200;  Coshoton  Double  Wheel  Ditcher  -  $1,500.  Call  Himel  Farms  at  225-545- 
2405  home  or  225-716-9015  cell. 

WANTED:  Hand  Planter  Wagons.  Call  Wallace  Ellender  at  985-688-1435. 


WANTED:    Sugarcane  Farmland.    Thinking  about  retiring  -  call  me  about  your 
farm  or  property.  All  or  Part.  337-380-3977  ask  for  Chris. 


IHE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Biomass  Crop  Assistance  Program 
Third  Axle  Tax  Credit 


The  Biomass  Crop  Assistance  Program 
(BCAP)  is  a  newly  created  USDA 
program  that  assists  agricultural  and 
forestry  land  owners  and  operators  with 
matching  payments  for  the  amount  paid  for 
the  collection,  harvest,  storage  and 
transportation  of  biomass  to  a  qualified 
Biomass  Conversion  Facility  (BCF). 
Louisiana's  cane  farmers  and  millers  are 
eligible  to  qualify  for  this  program. 

Earlier  this  summer,  President  Obama 
issued  a  Presidential  directive  to 
aggressively  accelerate  the  investment  in 
and  the  production  of  biofuels.  This  action 
charged  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  with 
taking  steps  to  expedite  these  objectives 
related  to  biofuel  development  efforts.  This 
includes  financial  assistance  for  collection, 
harvest,  storage,  and  transportation  (CHST) 
of  eligible  materials  for  use  in  biomass 
conversion  facilities. 

The  CHST  Matching  Payment  Program 
can  provide  sugarcane  producers  with 
matching  payments  for  the  sale  and  delivery 
of  bagasse  to  a  sugar  mill  that  has  been 
designated  as  a  qualified  BCF.  Simply 
explained,  if  a  farmer  arranges  to  sell  his 
bagasse  to  a  mill  that  is  a  qualified  BCF  he 
can  receive  a  matching  payment  from  his 
local  FS A  office  for  up  to  $45  per  bone  dry 


ton,  which  equates  to  approximately  $5  to 
$6  per  delivery  ton.  This  program  is  limited 
to  a  2-year  payment  duration  that  starts  after 
growers  are  approved  for  the  program. 

Our  mills  are  diligently  working  with  our 
state  Farm  Service  Agency  office  to  become 
qualified  BCF's.  As  with  any  federal 
program,  there  is  still  much  to  be  worked 
out  before  our  industry  sees  a  real  benefit 
from  the  BCAP.  For  more  detailed 
information  about  this  program  please  refer 
to  the  USDA  website  at  www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Third  Axle  Tax  Credit 

The  Louisiana  Department  of  Revenue 
has  issued  Revenue  Information  Bulletin 

No.  09-026  regarding  the  sugarcane  trailer 
tax  credit  in  effect  for  the  2009  tax  year.  This 
bulletin  provides  guidance  for  documenting 
conversion  and  acquisition  costs  associated 
with  third  axle  compliance  requirements. 
You  will  also  want  to  provide  your 
accountant  with  this  information.  You  will 
find  the  bulletin  printed  on  the  following 
page  or  online  at  revenue.louisiana.gov/ 
forms/lawspolicies/RIB09026.pdf. 
Remember  that  cane  haulers  have  until 
August  of  2012  before  third  axle 
conversions  must  be  made  in  order  to 
continue  to  utilize  the  100,000  pound  limit. 
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Revenue  Information  Bulletin  No.  09-026 

September  23,  2009 

Individual  Income,  Corporation  Income  and  Corporation  Franchise  Tax 

Sugarcane  Trailer  Tax  Credit  in  Effect  for  2009  Tax  Year 

A  refundable  tax  credit  for  the  cost  of  purchasing  or  converting  sugarcane  trailers  is  in  effect  for 
the  2009  tax  year. 

Acts  365  and  368  of  the  Regular  Session  of  the  2007  Louisiana  Legislature  enacted  a  refundable 
credit  for  the  cost  to  acquire  an  eligible  sugarcane  trailer  which  replaces  an  ineligible  sugarcane 
trailer  or  to  convert  an  ineligible  sugarcane  trailer  to  an  eligible  sugarcane  trailer.  An  eligible 
sugarcane  trailer  is  one  that  can  bear  a  load  up  to  a  limit  of  100,000  pounds. 

A  qualifying  trailer  must  be  owned  by  the  taxpayer  who  claims  the  credit.  The  converted  third 
axle  trailer  must  displace  a  two  axle  trailer  that  has  been  in  service.  The  owner  cannot  claim  the 
credit  for  personal  labor  charges.  The  owner  can  claim  the  credit  related  to  labor  costs  and 
expenses  for  employees  involved  in  the  conversion  process. 

The  amount  of  the  tax  credit  is  either  the  actual  cost  of  acquisition,  or  the  cost  of  conversion  per 
trailer,  not  to  exceed  the  following  amounts. 

•  $8,500  per  trailer  paid  during  2009. 

•  $8,000  per  trailer  paid  during  2010. 

•  $7,500  per  trailer  paid  during  201 1. 

•  $7,000  per  trailer  paid  during  2012. 

•  $6,500  per  trailer  paid  during  2013. 

Costs  paid  on  or  after  January  1,  2014,  are  not  eligible  for  this  tax  credit. 

If  the  timeframe  for  eligible  expenditures  extends  from  one  calendar  year  to  another,  the  credit  is 
limited  to  the  amount  allowed  for  the  year  in  which  the  conversion  began.  The  credit  must  then 
be  claimed  for  the  year  in  which  the  conversion  was  completed.  For  example,  if  costs  were  paid 
for  a  conversion  from  October  2009  through  February  2010,  the  taxpayer  is  limited  to  the  actual 
cost  of  conversion  or  the  $8,500  limit  for  2009.  However,  the  credit  should  be  taken  on  the  2010 
tax  return. 

The  law  requires  trailer  owners  to  maintain  records  of  conversion  expenses.  Repair  invoices  and 
component  purchase  receipts  must  include  the  trailer  serial  number  and  date  of  purchase.  Copies 
of  bills  of  sale  must  be  maintained  for  new  acquisitions.  Copies  of  documentation  may  be 
submitted  with  the  tax  return,  or  must  be  made  available  upon  request. 

Interested  parties  should  contact  the  Special  Programs  Division  of  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Revenue  at  (225)  219-0067. 

Cynthia  Bridges 
Secretary 


A  Revenue  Information  Bulletin  (RIB)  is  issued  under  the  authority  of  LAC  61:111. 101. D.  A  RIB  is  an  informal 
statement  of  information  issued  for  the  public  and  employees  that  is  general  in  nature.  A  RIB  does  not  have  the  force 
and  effect  of  law  and  is  not  binding  on  the  public  or  the  Department. 
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Manage  Shucks  and  Trash  %lS 
At  Harvest 
WITHOUT  BURNING! 


INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your 


Wm  Distributor: 
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Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 
Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 
QUIPMENT  st  Martinvj||ei  la  70582 

PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264-1061 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanie 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


800-676-2146 

www.suncomarketing.com 


Kleentek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable, 

qualified  and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We 

hope  that  our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number 

that's  important  to  YOU! 


/ 
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Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


USDA  Announces  Sugar  Program  Details 

FY10  Ag  Appropriations  Approved 

Major  Legislation  Moving  In  Congress 

USDA  WASDE  October  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


In  September,  USDA  announced  that  the 
2010  Overall  Allotment  Quantity  at 
9,235,250  short  tons,  raw  value  (STRV). 
The  initial  Tariff  Rate  Quota  (TRQ)  is  set  at 
1,231,497  STRV,  the  minimum  required  to 
meet  US  trade  commitments.  The  Refined 
TRQ  is  at  99,251  STRV. 

The  loan  rates  were  also  announced  in 
accord  with  the  2008  farm  bill's  sugar 
provisions.  The  average  loan  rate  for  raw 
sugar  is  18.25  cents/lb  and  the  refined  sugar 
loan  rate  is  at  23.45  cents/lb.  The  raw  sugar 
loan  rates  and  minimum  grower  payments 
(MGP),  by  state  are  as  follows: 

Loan  (cents/lb)  MGP  ($/ton) 
Florida         17.92  29.03 

Hawaii         15.88  24.65 

Louisiana     18.96  27.81 

Texas  17.81  24.54 

FY10  Ag  Appropriations  Approved 

Shortly  after  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year  on  October  1st,  Congress  approved  a 
$23.3  billion  agricultural  appropriations 
package  for  FY2010.    The  bill  continues 


invaluable  research  funding  at  the  ARS 
sugarcane  research  laboratory  in  Terrebonne 
Parish  and  includes  $3.6  million  in 
construction  funds  for  the  new  lab  facilities. 
The  ag  package  was  the  second  of  12 
annual  spending  bills  to  be  approved  by 
Congress.  Other  agencies  will  continue  to 
operate  under  a  Continuing  Resolution 
approved  as  a  part  of  the  Legislative  Branch 
package  earlier  this  autumn. 

Major  Legislation  Moving  In  Congress 

The  House  Financial  Services  Committee 
in  mid-October  approved  Chairman  Barney 
Frank's  bill  to  regulate  the  over-the-counter 
(OTC)  derivatives  market,  with  one 
Republican  voting  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
House  Agriculture  Chairman  Collin 
Peterson  has  a  companion  bill  that  would 
improve  regulation  of  OTC's  involving  the 
commodities  market. 

The  Senate  Finance  Committee  approved 
healthcare  reform  legislation  in  mid- 
October.  All  of  the  committees  with 
jurisdiction  over  this  issue  in  the  House  and 
Senate  have  now  acted  and  congressional 


leaders  are  beginning  the  process  of 
reconciling  the  different  packages.  The 
Senate  will  require  60  votes  to  approve  the 
package  and  finding  those  votes  is  by  no 
means  a  fait  accompli.  Final  approval  of  a 
compromise  bill  is  possible  before  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Climate  change  legislation  continues  to 
work  its  way  through  Senate  committees. 
Senator  Lindsay  Graham  (R-SC)  has  joined 
Senator  Kerry  in  seeking  a  bipartisan 
compromise  package.  With  healthcare 
reform  and  annual  appropriations  bills 
taking  up  so  much  time  and  energy,  it  seems 
unlikely  that  final  action  on  climate  change 
will  occur  before  next  year. 

USDA  WASDE  October  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA  released  its  October  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use. 
USDA's  2008/09  beginning  stocks  were 
unchanged  at  1,660,000  tons  (STRV)  and 
production  was  reduced  to  7,508,000  tons 
from  7,571,000  tons,  based  on  lower  beet 
processor  reports  for  September.  Louisiana 
production  was  unchanged  at  1,400,000 
tons.  Imports  were  reduced  to  3,082,000 
tons  from  3,166,000  tons  last  month. 
Imports  from  Mexico  were  bumped  up  to 
1,395,000  tons  from  1,375,000  tons.  Total 
supply  was  reduced  to  12,250,000  tons  from 
12,347,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  were 
unchanged  at  130,000  tons,  deliveries  were 
reduced  to  10,896,000  tons  from  10,910,00 
tons,  resulting  in  total  use  falling  to 
11,026,000  tons  from  11,040,000  tons. 
Ending  stocks  are  reduced  to  1 ,224,000  tons 
from  1 ,307,000  tons,  dropping  the  stocks  to 
use  ratio  to  11.1  percent  from  11.8  percent 
last  month. 

Domestic  production  for  2009/10 
remained  at  8,025,000  tons.  Beet  and  cane 
production  remained  at  4,850,000  tons  and 


3,325,000  tons,  respectively.  Louisiana 
production  remained  at  1,300,000  tons. 
Imports  are  increased  to  2, 162,000  tons  from 
2,087,000  tons,  reflecting  an  increase  in 
TRQ  deliveries  in  the  coming  year.  Mexico 
remained  at  495,000  tons.  Total  supplies 
decrease  to  11,411,000  tons  from 
11,419,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  and 
deliveries  were  unchanged  at  200,000  tons 
and  10,375,000  tons,  respectively,  leaving 
total  use  unchanged  at  10,575,000  tons. 
Ending  stocks  for  September  2010  are 
projected  at  836,000  tons  versus  844,000 
tons  last  month.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was 
at  7.9  percent,  down  from  8.0  percent  last 
month. 

USDA  kept  2008/09  Mexican  beginning 
stocks,  production,  imports  and  domestic 
use  at  360,000  tons,  5,260,000  tons,  215,000 
tons  and  5,540.000,  respectively.  Exports 
were  increased  to  1,265,000  tons  from 
1,245,000  tons  last  month,  resulting  in  a 
decrease  in  ending  stocks  to  645,000  tons 
from  665,000  tons.  Mexico's  2009/10 
production  was  reduced  to  5,400,000  tons 
from  5,500,000  tons,  while  imports,  use  and 
exports  remained  at  710,000  tons,  5,540,00 
tons  and  450,000  tons,  respectively.  As  a 
result,  ending  stocks  were  reduced  to 
765,000  tons  from  885,000  tons  last  month. 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 
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Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA       (337)367-8233 


CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Service 

Service  for  all  wholestalk 
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Row  Sweeper 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-0/7-o4o-LcAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 
www.  louisianalandbank.  com. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

Clean  Cane  Deliveries 

Maximizing  HoCP  96-540's  Yield  Potential 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on 
October  14,  2009,  all  mills  are 
steamed  up  and  are  in  the  process 
of  crushing  the  2009/2010  crop.  The  first 
mill  began  taking  cane  on  September  18  and 
within  the  next  seven  days,  all  but  one  were 
processing  cane.  This  year's  start  is  not  one 
of  the  smoothest  for  the  industry.  Because 
of  the  excessive  rain,  several  mills  pushed 
back  their  initial  startup  date  for  a  couple  of 
days,  hoping  that  field  conditions  would 
improve.  As  of  yet  they  have  not,  however 
within  the  last  week  rains  have  been  a  little 
less  general  than  the  week  before. 

For  the  older  stubble  that  growers  are 
harvesting  for  the  start  of  the  season,  early 
reports  coming  from  growers  indicate  that 
tonnage  is  about  20%  higher  than 
anticipated.  Many  are  reporting  34  (+)  tons 
per  acre  in  third  and  fourth  stubble  fields 
harvested  in  the  mud. 

On  the  other  hand,  reports  of  sugar 
recoveries  as  reported  by  the  industry's  mills 
are  not  that  great.  For  the  second  week  of 
harvest  over  the  last  five  years  (2004-2008) 
only  for  2005  was  the  average  recovery 
lower  than  what  is  reported  at  this  time. 


With  improved  field  conditions  during  the 
2005  harvest,  the  industry's  final  average 
recovery  of  96  Pol  sugar  was  about  10.5%, 
which  is  the  third  highest  for  the  10  years 
of  1999-2008.  Preharvest  sucrose  samples 
indicated  that  this  year's  crop  was  maturing 
well  and  that  it  was  responding  to  the 
application  of  ripener  with  a  normal  10-15% 
increase.  With  drying  field  conditions, 
growers  should  see  their  lab  report  for  sugar 
increase  and  the  reported  fiber  decrease. 

Dr.  Howard  "Sonny"  Viator,  LSU 
AgCenter's  Iberia  Station,  New  Iberia,  LA 
noted  in  his  growth  measurement  for 
October  7  that  "the  station  has  received  lots 
of  rain  over  the  last  two  weeks.  The  station 
has  recorded  over  the  60-inch  rainfall  total 
it  normally  gets  in  most  years,  and  that  is 
with  2  1/2  months  remaining  in  the  year. 
Ironically,  the  two  periods  that  are  normally 
the  driest,  March-April  and  September- 
October  are  turning  out  to  be  the  wettest  this 
year." 

Clean  Cane  Deliveries 

During  wet  field  conditions,  the  quality 
of  cane  deliveries  to  the  mill  goes  down  due 


to  the  water,  mud,  and  wet  leaves  that  are 
carried  to  the  mill  with  the  cane.  Field 
conditions  do  not  always  allow  for  good 
harvesting,  but  growers  are  urged  to  do  the 
best  they  possibly  can.  The  problems 
resulting  from  trash  delivered  to  the  mill  have 
been  reported  and  reviewed  many  times. 
Here  they  are  again: 

Decreased  harvester  throughput 
Decreased  TRS 
Decreased  sugar  per  acre 
Decreased  sugar  recovery  rate 
Increased  transportation  costs 
Increased  length  of  harvest 
Increased  risk  of  freeze  losses 
Increased  wear  on  mills 
With  a  somewhat  late  start  and  the 
possibility  of  a  much  larger  crop  than 
expected,  the  increased  risk  to  freeze  losses 
could  become  very  important  if  this  crop 
extends  into  mid- January  of  next  year.  Each 
ton  of  trash  left  in  the  field  is  a  ton  that  will 
not  have  to  pass  through  the  mill  before  the 
crop  is  completed. 

Because  of  the  expected  higher  price  for 
sugar  in  2010,  there  is  some  discussion 
within  the  industry  of  the  possibility  of 
holding  on  to  a  higher  percentage  of  older 
stubble  than  normal.  To  improve  the 
potential  of  next  year's  stubble  crop  some 
steps  must  be  taken  quickly  following 
harvest  this  year.  With  harvest  starting  in 
the  rain,  most  fields  that  have  been  harvested 
to  date  are  rutted  to  the  point  that  poor 
drainage  may  affect  next  year's  crop.  For  a 
number  of  reasons,  fields  cannot  be  perfectly 
drained  at  this  time,  but  an  effort  should  be 
made  to  open  drains  that  have  been  stopped 
up  by  harvesting  equipment. 

Maximizing    HoCP    96-540's    Yield 
Potential 

CP  85-384  is  the  male  parent  of  HoCP  96- 
540.  LCP  85-384  does  not  make  good 
stubble  yields  when  it  overwinters  in  fields 


that  hold  standing  water.  Research  data 
indicates  that  HoCP  96-540  also  does  not  fair 
well  when  it  must  overwinter  with  wet  feet. 

Dr.  Ryan  Viator,  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane 
Lab,  Houma,  LA  has  looked  at  HoCP  96- 
540  and  the  effects  of  the  interaction  of 
harvest  trash  and  its  treatment  with  ripeners. 
The  data  he  has  presented  at  various 
meetings  indicates  that  there  is  an  additive 
effect  when  the  harvest  residue  is  not 
removed  quickly  following  harvest,  and 
when  the  HoCP  96-540  has  been  treated  with 
ripeners.  In  other  words,  to  extend  the 
longevity  and  for  maximum  profitability  the 
following  year,  ripener  treated  fields  of 
HoCP  96-540  should  have  the  harvest 
residue  removed  soon  after  harvest. 

On  another  point  addressing  the  subject 
of  maximizing  HoCP  96-540  yields,  Ryan 
noted  that  he  has  observed  yield  losses  in 
fields  where  plant  cane  HcCP  96-540  went 
through  the  winter  with  the  seed  cane  at  or 
below  the  depth  of  the  water  furrow.  With 
the  copious  amount  of  rain  after  planting  this 
year  many  rows  have  been  washed  down. 
Where  possible,  it  is  a  very  good  idea  to  sink 
the  middles  and  follow  up  with  an  herbicide 
application.  Hopefully,  the  faucet  will  close 
and  the  fields  will  dry  up  allowing  for  a  good 
harvest,  letting  growers  do  the  work  that 
needs  to  be  done. 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 
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Complete  Military 
Axles  with  Brakes 


$550 


Made  in  the 
U.S.A.' 


Install  an  entire  axle  for 
the  cost  of  a  brake  job  - 
low  mileage    •     like  new 
We  have  Axle  Parts  TOO! 


Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 


We    have    the    best    TIRES 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Jeanerette.  LA  70544 


^V^CAgrv 


^/L/ZERCO' 

True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Try  your 
classifieds  in 
The  Sugar  Bulletin, 

It  Really  Works! 
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PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 
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CORPORATION 


Jrom  the  fieCcC  to  the  factory 
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HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Hon  iron  vertical  cn'stallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


( Committed  to  ( Customer  Satisfaction 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD 
LSU  AgCenter 


Allocating  2009  Sugarcane  Planting  Costs 


The  costs  associated  with  planting  a 
sugarcane  crop  represent  a  substantial 
investment  on  the  part  of  sugarcane 
growers.  That  planting  cost  investment  is 
made  with  the  intention  of  harvesting  three 
or  more  crops  of  sugarcane  from  that  tract 
of  land  before  replanting  is  necessary.  As  a 
result,  it  is  generally  assumed  that  a  portion 
of  that  initial  planting  cost  investment  is 
recovered  with  each  harvest.  Unrecovered 
planting  cost  represents  that  portion  of  total 
planting  cost  which  will  be  attributed  or 
allocated  to  the  harvests  remaining  in  the 
crop  cycle  and  comprise  a  crucial 
component  of  remaining  crop  value. 

The  allocation  of  planting  cost  to  each 
harvest  year  of  the  crop  cycle  depends  on 
the  length  of  the  crop  cycle.  For  tracts 
harvested  through  a  second  stubble  crop  (a 
total  of  three  harvests  before  replanting), 
one-third  of  the  initial  planting  cost  would 
be  recovered  with  each  harvest.  For  tracts 
harvested  through  a  third  stubble  crop  (a 
total  of  four  harvests  before  replanting),  one- 
fourth  of  the  initial  planting  cost  would  be 
recovered  with  each  harvest. 

Each  year,  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center 
publishes  estimates  of  allocated  sugarcane 
planting  costs.    These  allocated  planting 


costs  represent  an  estimate  of  the 
unrecovered  planting  cost  investment  which 
a  sugarcane  grower  has  in  a  particular  crop 
at  a  specific  point  in  time.  The  allocated 
cost  values  do  not  include  any  estimates  for 
unrecovered  future  net  returns  from 
sugarcane  production  lost  from  potential 
termination  of  production  prior  to  the  end 
of  the  normal  crop  cycle,  but  do  provide  an 
estimate  of  actual  out-of-pocket  expenses 
incurred  by  sugarcane  growers  which  are 
unrecovered  expenses  at  a  point  in  time. 

Table  1  presents  estimates  of  allocated 
variable  and  total  costs  for  various  sugarcane 
planting  phases  for  cane  planted  in  2009. 
These  costs  are  estimated  for  all  field 
operations  up  to  January  1,  2010.  Variable 
planting  costs  include  expenses  for  fuel, 
labor,  pesticides,  purchased  seed  cane  and 
other  variable  expenses  for  fallow  field 
work,  seedbed  preparation,  planting, 
seedcane  field  operations  and  seedcane 
harvest.  Total  planting  costs  includes  the 
addition  of  estimates  for  fixed  costs  on 
equipment. 

Total  planting  costs  for  cultured  seed  cane 
purchased  in  2009  and  planted  for  expansion 
are  estimated  at  $1,172  per  planted  acre. 
Propagated  seed  cane,  representing  cultured 
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seed  cane  planted  in  2008  and  expanded  in 
2009  has  estimated  total  planting  costs  of 
$816  per  planted  acre  for  hand  planted  and 
$895  per  planted  acre  for  mechanical  planted 
cane.  Total  planting  costs  for  plant  cane 
planted  in  2009  were  estimated  at  $771  per 
acre  for  wholestalk  hand  planted  cane,  $837 
per  acre  for  wholestalk  mechanical  planted 
cane,  and  $1,051  per  acre  for  billet 
mechanical  planted  cane. 

Table  2  presents  estimates  of  sugarcane 
planting  costs  which  would  be  allocated  to 
plant  cane  and  stubble  crops  for  production 
cane  planted  in  2009.  Estimates  presented 
here  are  for  two  crop  cycle  lengths:  harvest 
through  a  2nd  stubble  crop  and  harvest 
through  a  3rd  stubble  crop. 


These  allocated  planting  costs  can  also  be 
used  to  value  growing  sugarcane  crops  for 
the  purpose  of  placing  an  asset  value  on 
growing  cane  on  a  farm  balance  sheet.  For 
sugarcane  farms,  the  farm  balance  sheet 
entry  "investment  in  growing  crops,"  i.e.,  the 
value  of  growing  cane  at  year  end,  would  be 
valued  on  a  farm  balance  sheet  on  a  cost 
basis.  In  other  words,  the  value  of  sugarcane 
which  will  be  harvested  for  sugar  in  the 
following  and  subsequent  years,  as  a  farm 
asset,  would  be  valued  on  the  balance  sheet 
as  the  total  production  costs  invested  in  that 
crop  up  to  that  point  in  time.  The 
appropriate  cost  entry  is  unrecovered 
planting  cost. 


Table  1  -  Estimated  Total  Sugarcane  Planting 

Costs  in  2009 

Variable                            Total 

Sugarcane  Crop  Phase  Planted  in  2009: 

Planting  Cost                 Planting  Cost 

(dollars  per  planted  acre) 

Cultured  seed  cane  -  hand  planted 

976                                1,172 

Propagated  seed  cane  -  hand  planted 

599                                 816 

Propagated  seed  cane  -  mech.  planted 

677                                 895 

Plant  cane  -  wholestalk  hand  planted 

551                                  771 

Plant  cane  -  wholestalk  mech.  planted 

614                                 837 

Plant  cane  -  billet  mech.  Planted 

774                                1,051 

Table  2  -  2009  Planting  Costs  Allocated  tc 

>  Plant  Cane  and  Stubble  Crops 

Harvest  through 

Harvest  throu 

gh 

2nd 

stubble 

3rd  stubble 

Variable 

Total 

Variable 

Total 

Sugarcane  Planting  Method: 

Cost 

Cost 

Cost 

Cost 

(dollars 

per  planted  acre) 

Wholestalk  mech.  planted: 

Plant  cane 

614 

837 

614 

837 

First  stubble 

411 

561 

461 

628 

Second  stubble 

203 

276 

307 

419 

Third  stubble 

-- 

-- 

154 

209 

Billet  mech.  planted: 

Plant  cane 

774 

1,051 

774 

1,051 

First  stubble 

521 

704 

581 

788 

Second  stubble 

255 

347 

387 

526 

Third  stubble 

-- 

-- 

194 

263 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

Please  note  that  the  website  for  the  fire  weather  forecast  has 
changed.  The  new  sites  are: 

Lake  Charles  area:  http://fire.boi.noaa.gov/FIREWX/NEWFWFLCH.html 
New  Orleans  area:  http://fire.boi.noaa.gov/FIREWX/NEWFWFNEW.html 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although  these 
guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that  burning 
operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  possible  in 
order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their  impact  on  the 
public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 


L6 


the! 


'' '^""^w-^'-m^m. 


W$$$mmm$m$m 


lent 

V^/you  can  trust  and  pronounce. 


1y$,    ft  only   l5liHt*Col  fi      -       !    I  |    <  -    ;-     I  I  la  it, 


«  M  $  <3  !      O  ?  f 


t  O  o 

5* 

PROF 
NIZAT 
OSTA 

AID 

x"0 
§  z 

■o  t: 

Z  <  o-  Q_ 

°  ^ 
■E  uj 

r~  Q. 

O  O  co 

o=> 

ID 

c 

•s 

UJ 


co 
o 

CO 

n  ° 


?— 

"O 

C^'j 

*-< 

o 

r- 

Jin 

c^ 

*f 

3 

o 

i 

t_< 

i>* 

s* 

C3 
00 

CO 

§ 

GO 

LU 

o 

<U 

\jD 

r^ 

f_ 

rs 

H 

in 

1    ^5 


-J   c 


•c 
111 
l/l 


l/l 


in 
liJ 


Broussard  Harvester,  single-row, 
sunstran  unit.  Call  985-859-4756. 

'99  Komatsu  200-Track  Hoe  with  2 
buckets;  '93  Austoft  Cane  Combine, 
new  -  com.  eng.;  3  Side  Dump 
(billet)  Road  Trailers.  Call  Tommy 
at  318-452-7945  or  Byrns  at  318- 
452-5373. 

2-  Cameco  Hi-Dump  Wagons; 
Covering  Tool;  15  Billet  Highway 
Trailers;  2-row  Broussard  Whole 
Stalk  Cutter;  Transloader  wagon; 
Transloader;  3  3-row  Subsoilers;  2 
JD  14  ft.  3  pt.  Shredders;  3  Huval 
Drain  Openers;  Northwestern  Tiller; 
Other  equipment  is  also  available. 
Call  Kenneth  Taylor  at  337-945- 
7474. 

1987  Broussard  2-row  Cane  Cutter 
-  $18,000;  3  Billet  Carts  -  $3,500 
each;  8  planter  wagons  $500  each; 
billet  grabs  -  $2,500;  Barco  Whole 
Stalk  Grabs  -  $2,000;  Austoft  7700 
Cane  Combine  parts  -  engine, 
elevators,  tracks,  etc,  Call  318-240- 
0957  or  318-240-0958. 


2  Prime  3-row  Cultivators  w/offbars  -  $6,000  each;  LaCane  3-row  Cultivator  w/ 
offbars  -  $2,000;  Brammer  Drain  Cleaner  -  $3,000;  Shop  made  3-row  Sweeper  - 
$2,000;  1,000  gal.  fuel  tank  on  trailer  w/  oil  tank  -  $1,000;  3-row  Subsoiler.  Contact 
Jack  Chelette  at  337-515-1202. 

1 996  Cameco  CH2500,  field  ready.  Call  Acosta  Bros,  at  985-859-5598  or  28 1  -702- 
6054. 

2-Broussard  Hi-Dump  wagons  with  spare  wheel  -  $28,000;  JD  12' Chisel  Plow  - 
$1,200;  Coshoton  Double  Wheel  Ditcher  -  $1,500.  Call  Himel  Farms  at  225-545- 
2405  home  or  225-716-9015  cell. 

WANTED:  Hand  Planter  Wagons.  Call  Wallace  Ellender  at  985-688-1435. 

WANTED:  Sugarcane  Farmland.  Thinking  about  retiring  -  call  me  about  your 
farm  or  property.  All  or  Part.  337-380-3977  ask  for  Chris. 


IHE  SUGAR  BULL 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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As  printed  in  the  December  75, 1924  issue  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

Before  the  next  issue  of  the  Bulletin  is  printed  Christmas  will  have  come  and  gone,  so 
the  logical  time  to  wish  the  members  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  a  Merry  Christmas 
is  now.  May  each  and  all  of  them  enjoy  the  day,  drought  and  other  drawbacks 
notwithstanding.  Happiness  comes  from  some  mysterious  fount  inside  of  us  and  the  old 
lady  who  said  she  knew  she  was  going  to  have  a  good  time  on  her  trip  because  she  was 
going  to  take  her  good  time  with  her  had  the  right  philosophy. 

Christmas  is  a  golden  thread  spun  into  the  annual  waip  and  woof.  The  first  one  happened 
a  long  time  ago,  and  the  vague  perspective  of  the  years  has  dimmed  our  vision  of  it.  Few 
of  us  seriously  remember,  when  we  celebrate  the  day,  just  what  we  are  making  all  the 
noise  about.  No  matter  what  may  be  our  race  or  creed;  no  matter  what  conceptions  we 
may  entertain  concerning  the  why,  the  whence  and  the  whither  of  humanity,  Christmas 
should  remind  us  that  almost  two  thousand  years  ago  there  was  enunciated  an  ideal  towards 
which  men  and  women  have  been  groping,  grasping  and  climbing  ever  since.  Failure  to 
reach  it  has  been  universal,  yet  the  effort  never  stops,  for  no  matter  what  may  be  our 
theological  beliefs  we  know  that  if  we  love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves  we  will  be  happier 
than  if  we  don't.  The  inextinguishable  consciousness  of  this  will  burn  forever. 

Two  weeks  from  the  day  that  this  is  written  another  Christmas  will  come.  Toys  and 
turkey  will  be  in  our  households  once  again  in  glorious  heyday.  May  we  each  remember 
the  magnificent  significance  that  underlies  it  all  and  resolve  afresh  to  follow  the  shepherds 
toward  the  Star. 
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WITHOUT  BURNING! 
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Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 
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Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 
Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 
St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264-1061 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lank 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


800-676-2146 
vAvw.suncomarketing.com 
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F 


New  and  Improved  Annual  Meeting 
Chocolate  Milk  Lovers  Have  a  Cow  about  Bans 


The  League  staff  is  constantly  looking 
for  ways  to  improve  the  value  of 
League  membership.  With  this  in 
mind  we  are  undertaking  an  effort  to  provide 
Louisiana's  Sugar  Industry  with  fewer,  but 
better  meetings.  This  year  we  will  have  a 
new  format  for  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League's  Annual  Meeting.  It  will  be  held 
at  the  Hilton  in  Lafayette  in  conjunction  with 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Society 
of  Sugar  Cane  Technologist  Louisiana 
Division  (ASSCT)  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  February  2nd  and  3rd. 

This  approach  will  allow  the  two 
organizations  to  pool  resources  and  attract 
internationally  recognized  sugar  experts  to 
provide  timely  information  on  topics  of 
importance.  We  are  confident  that  this 
format  will  provide  for  better  participation 
from  Louisiana's  cane  growers  and  millers 
and  cane  industry  supporters.  Everyone  is 
encouraged  to  bring  their  spouses.  A 
spouse's  tour  is  being  planned  for  Tuesday. 
We  will  host  a  Fais-Do-Do/Couchon  de  Lait 
at  the  Vermillionville  Cultural  Center 
Tuesday  evening. 

This  will  be  the  Eighty-Seventh  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 


League.  It  will  commence  at  1:00  p.m.  on 
Tuesday,  February  2, 2010.  We  are  working 
with  the  ASSCT  executive  committee  to  put 
together  a  panel  of  internationally 
recognized  industry  experts  that  will  share 
their  insights  on  the  U.S.  and  world 
sweetener  markets  and  forecast  future 
developments.  We  hope  that  you  will  take 
this  opportunity  to  join  us  for  an  informative 
and  enjoyable  meeting  of  Louisiana's  sugar 
family.  Reservation  information  for  the 
Lafayette  Hilton  will  soon  be  available  on 
the  website  for  the  League  and  ASSCT. 

Chocolate  Milk  Lovers  Have  a  Cow 
about  Bans 

The  diary  industry  is  promoting  chocolate 
milk,  a  well  known  classic  for  school  lunch 
beverages  because  some  school  districts 
have  banned  flavored  milk  from  its  menus. 
The  Milk  Processor  Education  Program  said 
they  did  not  know  how  many  school  districts 
pulled  flavored  milk,  but  they  have  found 
growing  concerns  within  school  districts 
which  convinced  the  trade  group  to  spend 
$1M  to  promote  the  message  that  chocolate 
milk  is  healthy.  School  districts  are  trying 
to  decide  if  the  benefits  of  calcium  and 


vitamin  D  are  worth  the  added  sugar.  So 
now,  because  of  5th  graders  encouragement, 
a  school  district  in  Barrington  is  studying 
how  much  white  milk  is  tossed  out  vs. 
flavored  milk  served  on  Fridays.  The  study 
is  scheduled  through  January.  Since  sugar 
is  used  in  70%  of  flavored  milks,  and  there 
are  only  3  teaspoons  (45  calories),  the  Sugar 
Association  has  responded  saying,  "Sugar 
in  chocolate  milk  is  not  the  enemy  here If 


anything,  sugar  helps  boost  milk 
consumption  in  schools  and  helps  children 
get  essential  calcium  and  vitamins.  We 
need  to  teach  our  school  children  that 
healthy  lifestyles  involve  consuming 
balanced  diets  and  exercise . . . ."  For  a  full 
report  on  this  Chicago  Tribune  article  go  to 
the      following      website.  http:// 

www.chicagotribune.com/health/chi- 
chocolate-milk- 1 2-nov  1 2,03903493  .story. 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1-877-648-LAND  cd 


for  information,  or  to  apply 


for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 
www.  louisianalandbank.  com. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Trade  Talks  Drag  On 

Healthcare  Remains  Focus,  But... 

USDA  WASDE  November  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Tirade  Ministers  arrived  late  to  the 
conclusion  that  WTO  ministerial 
meetings  earlier  this  month,  on  the 
10th  anniversary  of  the  protests  in  Seattle, 
were  more  likely  to  inspire  protesters  than 
dealmakers.  True  to  form,  participants 
tamped  down  expectations  in  the  weeks 
leading  to  the  meetings,  extolled  the  virtues 
of  sacrifice  (from  others)  and  declared 
incremental  victory  by  pushing  the  target  for 
conclusion  of  the  Doha  trade  round  to  2010. 
While  virtually  everyone  agreed  that  the 
U.S.  is  somehow  to  blame  for  the  failure  of 
negotiators  to  move  the  trade  talks  forward 
(as  well  as  for  global  warming,  drought, 
flooding  and  the  extinction  of  the  dinosaur), 
many  of  the  boo-birds  (Brazil  and  the  EU, 
for  example)  have  domestic  political  reasons 
for  some  quiet  foot-dragging  of  their  own 
at  this  time.  Following  elections  in  Brazil 
and  the  seating  of  a  new  EU  Commission, 
the  pressure  will  begin  to  grow. 

The  2010  target  for  concluding  the  Doha 
Round  seems  overly  ambitious.  Though 
negotiators  will  begin  the  year  with,  in  most 
cases,  a  clear  understanding  of  the  positions 


of  the  various  alliances  and  of  the  pivotal 
players,  that  statement  was  probably  equally 
true  6  months  ago.  The  snail's  pace  of  the 
past  two  years  and  the  lack  of  a  clear  way 
forward  makes  it  more  likely  that  talks  will 
drag  through  2011  before  (possibly) 
concluding  in  2012.  Certainly,  if  the  U.S. 
were  willing  to  engage  in  a  "3  for  you,  none 
for  me"  negotiation,  a  2011  deal  could  be 
within  reach.  But  with  others  focused  on 
domestic  matters  it  seems  likely  that  the 
Obama  Administration  will  allow 
healthcare,  climate  change,  deficit  reduction 
and  other  major  domestic  issues  to  hold  their 
attention  for  the  immediate  future. 

The  expectation  is  that  any  'give'  to  bring 
the  U.S.  onboard  a  Doha  Round  agreement 
will  come  from  bilateral  negotiations, 
particularly  with  the  three  main  developing 
nations  -  Brazil,  China  and  India  -  and  with 
the  EU.  Brazil's  elections  and  perhaps  a 
certain  pique  at  their  national  failure  to  lead 
the  Doha  Rounds  to  a  quick  conclusion  has 
reportedly  eliminated  any  chance  that  Brazil 
would  be  forthcoming  at  this  time,  while 
India  may  be  in  a  better  position  to  negotiate 


now  that  their  elections  have  passed.  China, 
while  purportedly  more  engaged  on  the 
industrial  side  of  negotiations,  has  become 
more  deeply  entrenched  in  agricultural 
discussions. 

Healthcare  Remains  Focus,  But... 

The  US  Senate's  preoccupation  with 
healthcare  reform  legislation  over  the  past 
few  weeks,  and  the  media's  fascination  with 
that  process,  might  suggest  to  the  average 
reader  that  nothing  else  is  going  on  in 
Washington,  DC.  Nothing  could  be  further 
from  the  truth.  While  political  junkies  of 
all  stripes  continue  to  debate  the 
effectiveness  and  efficacy  of  the  stimulus 
packages  approved  last  winter,  the  8  million 
jobs  that  have  disappeared  since  the 
financial  meltdown  began  have  driven 
political  leaders  to  begin  to  develop  a  jobs- 
focused  stimulus  package  that  could  become 
the  dominant  piece  of  legislation  that 
Congress  will  consider  when  it  returns  from 
the  holidays.  With  nationwide 
unemployment  now  above  10  percent, 
Congress  is  likely  to  use  the  post- 
Thanksgiving  session  to  construct  a  jobs  bill 
that  gets  vetted  through  the  holidays  and 
passes  in  January. 

Senator  Dodd,  Chairman  of  the  Banking 
Committee,  has  continued  to  develop  a 
package  of  financial  services  reforms.  The 
new  Agriculture  Committee  Chair,  Senator 
Blanche  Lincoln,  has  focused  initial 
attention  on  reauthorizing  nutrition 
programs  while  continuing  to  work  on 
healthcare  and  other  big-ticket  items  as  a 
member  of  the  Senate  Finance  Committee. 

Heads  of  state  gathering  this  month  in 
Copenhagen  have  scaled  back  hopes  of 
achieving  a  breakthrough  in  an  international 
climate  change  agreement.  While  other 
countries  continue  to  point  fingers  at  the  US 
as  the  culprit  for  diminished  expectations, 
political  realities  in  many  nations  continue 


to  weigh  against  quick  action  on  climate 
change.  In  the  US,  Congress  will  return  to 
work  on  climate  change  legislation  in  early 
2010. 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Health, 
Education,  Labor  and  Pensions,  chaired  by 
former  Ag  Chairman  Tom  Harkin,  marked 
up  food  safety  legislation  (S.510)  in  mid 
November.  Ag  groups  have  worked  closely 
with  committee  staff  to  improve  initial 
drafts.  With  Senate  attention  likely  to  return 
to  climate  change  in  early  2010,  food  safety 
legislation  will  be  waiting  in  the  wings. 

ASA  and  a  broad  coalition  of  ag  groups 
urged  Congress  to  pass  a  bill,  by  Rep.  Mike 
Thompson  (D-CA),  to  exempt  farm  assets 
from  the  estate  tax  for  as  long  as  the  property 
remains  a  family-run  operation.  The  current 
estate  tax  exemption  is  set  to  expire  along 
with  a  host  of  other  taxes  making  it  likely 
that  Congress  will  consider  a  'tax  extender' 
package  in  the  coming  weeks. 

On  the  administrative  front,  production 
agriculture  continues  to  await  release  of  the 
implementing  regulations  for  the  permanent 
disaster  program  (SURE).  Biomass 
producers,  including  aggies,  timber  interests 
and  others,  wait  while  USDA  and  OMB 
negotiate  on  regulations  for  the  Biomass 
Crop  Assistance  Program.  The  sugar 
industry  eagerly  awaits  the  opportunity  to 
comment  on  a  proposed  rule  for 
implementing  the  Feedstock  Flexibility 
Program  as  Congress  intended. 

USDA  WASDE  November  Report  on 
US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA  released  its  November  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  for  sugar  supply  and  use. 
USDA's  2008/09  beginning  stocks  were 
unchanged  at  1,660,000  tons  (STRV)  and 
production  was  reduced  to  7,484,000  tons 
from  7,508,000  tons,  again  based  on  lower 
beet  estimates.    Louisiana  production  was 


tweaked  downward  to  1,397,000  tons  from 
1,400,000  tons.  Imports  were  unchanged 
at  3,082,000  tons,  with  imports  from  Mexico 
rising  to  1,402,000  tons  from  1,395,000 
tons.  Total  supply  was  reduced  to 
12,226,000  tons  from  12,250,000  tons  last 
month.  Exports  were  increased  to  137,000 
tons  from  130,000  tons,  deliveries  were 
reduced  to  10,683,000  tons  from  10,896,000 
tons,  and  total  use  fell  to  10,775,000  tons 
from  11,026,000  tons.  Ending  stocks  are 
increased  to  1,451,000  tons  from  1,224,000 
tons,  increasing  the  stocks  to  use  ratio  to 
13.5  percent  from  11.1  percent  last  month. 
Domestic  production  for  2009/10  was 
reduced  to  7,713,000  tons  from  8,025,000 
tons.  Beet  production  projections  fell 
300,000  to  4,400,000  tons  while  cane  was 
slightly  lower  at  3,313,000  tons,  versus 
3,325,000  tons  last  month.  Hawaii  was 
responsible  for  the  reduction.  Louisiana 
production  remained  at  1,300,000  tons. 
Imports  are  increased  to  2,427,000  tons  from 
2,162,000  tons,  mostly  due  to  an  increase 
in  Mexican  shipments  to  760,000  tons  from 
495,000  tons.  Total  supplies  increased  to 
11,591,000  tons  from  11,411,000  tons  last 
month.  Exports  and  deliveries  were 
unchanged  at  200,000  tons  and  10,375,000 
tons,  respectively,  leaving  total  use 
unchanged  at  10,575,000  tons.  As  a  result 
of  higher  beginning  stocks  and  higher 
imports  from  Mexico,  ending  stocks  for 
September  2010  are  projected  at  1,016,000 


tons  versus  836,000  tons  last  month.  The 
stocks-to-use  ratio  rises  to  9.6  percent  from 
7.9  percent  last  month. 

USDA  kept  2008/09  Mexican  beginning 
stocks,  production,  imports  and  domestic 
use  at  360,000  tons,  5,260,000  tons,  215,000 
tons  and  5,540,000,  respectively.  Exports 
were  increased  to  1,270,000  tons  from 
1,265,000  tons  last  month,  resulting  in  a 
decrease  in  ending  stocks  to  640,000  tons. 
Mexico's  2009/10  production  and  imports 
remain  at  5,400,000  tons  and  710,000  tons, 
respectively.  Mexican  domestic  use  is 
lowered  to  5,300,000  tons  from  5,540,00 
tons  and  exports  were  increased  to  690,000 
tons  from  450,000  tons.  As  a  result,  ending 
stocks  were  reduced  to  760,000  tons  from 
765,000  tons  last  month. 
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Crop 

Production 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


www.sugar.org 
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M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL   OR  NO  DEAL" 


64 


Mark  5" 


New  Tapered 
Timken  Style  Bearings 
Available 


A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will  cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

TIME  PERIOD  THAN  A  3  ROW.  THE  FUEL  AND  LABOR  SAVINGS 
COULD  BE  AS  MUCH  AS  $2.00  OR  MORE  PER  ACRE. 


nk 


Bush  Hog®  TOUGH 

arv  Cutter 


BUSH  HOG®  TOUGH  FEATURES 

TOUGH  10  Gauge  Deck  Construction 

TOUGH  7  Gauge  Steel  Strongbacks 

TOUGH  1/4  inch  Sidebands 

TOUGH  Spring  Shock  Absorbers  On  Each  Axle  Arm 

TOUGH  Heavy  Duty  Axles 

TOUGH  Powder  Coat  Paint 


AVAILABLE  2010  -  SUPPLIES  LIMITED 


IMCriA/  *J  D  SUGARCANE  CALTTVATOR  PARTS  AVAILABLE*  iMClJIf 
IM  C  VV         *NEW  FOR  2010  J  D  GREASABLE  BEARINGS*        ■^^  vy 


205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Dr.  Paul  White  Joins  the  USDA  -  SRU  Staff 
Crop  Report 


Dr.  Paul  White  joined  the  USDA-ARS 
iSugarcane  Research  Unit  in  Houma, 
LA  in  August  2009  as  a  soil 
scientist.  Paul  is  a  native  of  southeast 
Arkansas,  grew  up,  and  worked  on  his 
family's  rice,  soybean,  and  cotton  farm.  He 
attended  college  at  the  University  of 
Arkansas  (B.S.,  1999  and  M.S.,  2002  in 
Crop,  Soil,  and  Environmental  Sciences) 
and  Kansas  State  University  (Ph.D.,  2006 
in  Agronomy)  before  beginning  a  2-year 
post-doctoral  employment  as  a  soil  scientist 
at  the  USDA-ARS  Southeast  Watershed 
Research  Unit  in  Tifton,  GA.  His  research 
background  includes  carbon  sequestration, 
soil  quality,  and  pesticide  fate. 

The  overall  goal  of  Paul's  research  at  the 
Sugarcane  Research  Unit  will  be  on 
identifying  profitable  and  sustainable 
production  practices  for  both  sugar  and 
energy  cane.  His  initial  studies  will  be 
focused  on  increasing  soil  carbon  storage 
and  improving  soil  fertility.  Collaborative 
work  with  other  ARS  scientists  at  the 
Sugarcane  Research  Unit  is  aimed  at 
reducing  the  impacts  of  sugarcane  residue 
on  ratoon  yields,  while  retaining  nutrients 
to  improve  soil  health  and  minimize 
fertilizer  inputs.   Paul  is  also  interested  in 


determining  optimal  residue  removal  rates 
to  minimize  soil  erosion,  and  industrial  by- 
product utilization  for  improved  soil 
fertility.  Early  identified  by-products 
include  sugar  mill  wastes,  such  as  fly  ash, 
and  products  generated  from  alternative 
energy  sources,  such  as  vinasse  from 
ethanol  production  and  biochar  from 
pyrolysis.  Feel  free  to  contact  Paul  by 
phone  (office:  985-853-3168;  mobile:  985- 
855-5568)  or  by  email 

(paul.white@ars.usda.gov). 

Crop  Report 

Because  of  a  somewhat  weak  plant-cane 
crop  and  little  rain  during  the  summer,  a 
preharvest  survey  of  the  industry  at  the  end 
of  September  indicated  that  there  was 
about  12.4  million  tons  of  cane  in  the  field 
for  the  2009  harvest  an  average  yield  of 
31.1  tons/acre.  After  about  4  weeks  of 
harvest,  growers  are  now  indicating  a  crop 
much  better  than  originally  anticipated.  In 
an  early  November  industry  survey  it  is 
now  estimated  that  the  crop  is  about  10% 
better  than  the  first  projection.  A  10% 
increase  will  have  the  mills  processing 
about  13.7  million  tons  of  cane  or  an 
average  yield  of  about  35  tons/acre. 


n 


On  the  average,  the  mills  in  Louisiana  will 
process  about  140,000  tons  of  cane  per  24 
hours.  If  the  mid-harvest  estimate  is  correct, 
and  at  their  current  average  individual  daily 
grinding  rate,  it  appears  that  only  two  mills 
have  the  potential  to  complete  the  2009  crop 
before  the  start  of  the  New  Year.  Leaving 
the  remaining  mills  to  complete  the  crop 
within  the  first  5-10  days  of  2010. 

With  the  potential  of  a  severe  freeze  any 
time  after  mid-December  and  the  prospect 
of  a  good  amount  of  the  crop  un-harvested 
at  that  time,  it  is  imperative  that  all  growers 
deliver  as  little  as  possible  trash  (mud,  tops, 
and  leaves)  to  the  mill.  Less  trash  in  the  cane 
going  to  the  mill  greatly  improves  the 
grinding  rate  of  a  mill;  allowing  the  crop  to 
be  completed  in  fewer  days,  reducing  the 
amount  of  potential  losses  at  the  end  of  the 
crop. 

Each  year  cold  tolerance  tests  are  planted 
and  harvested  at  the  USDA's  Ardoyne  Farm 
in  Houma,  LA,  from  which  cold  tolerance 
data  is  collected  for  the  commercial  varieties 
grown  by  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 


Fortunately,  for  the  industry  most  years  the 
timing,  longevity,  and  minimum 
temperatures  do  not  match  and  cause 
significant  damage  to  the  harvest  in  progress. 
For  the  more  recently  released  varieties  (L 
99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP  00-950,  and  L  01- 
283)  there  is  only  limited  cold  tolerance  data. 
This  limited  data  would  suggest  that  L99- 
233  and  HoCP  91-555  do  not  hold  up  well 
after  a  freeze  and  should  be  out  of  the  field 
by  mid-December.  Of  the  major 
commercials,  CP  96-540  appears  to  hold  up 
best  following  a  moderate  -  severe  freeze. 
The  post-freeze  deterioration  ratings  for 
Louisiana's  commercial  varieties  are  listed 
below.  No  matter  what  variety,  several 
factors  affect  its  longevity  following 
moderate  -  severe  freezing  temperatures. 
These  include  minimum  temperature,  hours 
of  freezing  temperature,  variety,  erectness, 
field  elevation,  and  damage  to  stalk.  Any 
stalk  damage,  whether  by  borer  injury, 
brittleness,  harvester,  field  loaders,  or  mill 
yard  equipment,  will  allow  bacteria  to  enter 
the  stalk  and  cause  further  deterioration. 


Post  freeze  deterioration  ratings  for  Louisiana's  commercial  varieties: 


Post  freeze 

Post  freeze 

Variety 

deterioration  rating 

Variety 

deterioration  rating 

LCP  85-384 

Good 

L 97-128 

Moderate 

CP  89-2143** 

Moderate  -  Good 

L  99-226* 

Moderate 

HoCP  85-845 

Moderate 

L 99-233* 

Poor  -  Moderate 

HoCP  91-555 

Poor  -  Moderate 

HoCP  00-950* 

Moderate  -  Good 

HoCP  96-540 

Good  -  Moderate 

L  01-283* 

Moderate  -  Good 

Ho  95-988 

Moderate  -  Poor 

*  =    Have  not  been  through  a  severe  freeze  while  in  commercial  production,  only  limited 

data  from  freeze  test  at  the  US  DA  Ardoyne  Farm,  Houma,  LA. 
**  =  Louisiana  industry  field  observations  only. 


Hopefully,  field  and  climatic  conditions 
will  continue  to  improve  allowing  us  to  save 
this  year's  crop  without  any  further  weather 


related  difficulties.  MERRY  CHRISTMAS 
and  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  to  all. 
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'Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 


'^/uzerEo^ 


True  Value  Hardware 


P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 

FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


t« 


ol's  Re 


**i 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Kleentek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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Sunshine 

Equipment  Co.,  inc. 


SUGAR  CANE  HIGH  DUMP  WAGON 

8-10  ton  capacity  wagon 

Walking  beam  axle  design 

Special  slide  assembly  w/abrasive  resistant  wear  pads 

Separate  hydraulic  lift  and  dump  circuits 

Heavy  duty  cylinders,  pins,  and  cylinder  mounts 

Heavy  duty  hub  assemblies 

Multi-Lube  walking  beam 

14.00x24, 12pr  tires 

_  Adjustable  hitch 


John  Deere 


Selling  Price 
$40,000.00 


John  Deere 


Contact  Perry  Falcon  at  225-268-2288 

or 

See  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com  for  other  good  used  equipment! 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1524Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 
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Understanding  U.S.  Sugar  Demand 


As  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  be- 
comes more  vertically  integrated 
over  time,  it  is  important  for  the  pro- 
duction sector  to  be  more  familiar  with  the 
demand  structure  for  sugar  in  the  United 
States.  Understanding  product  demand  is 
important  as  an  industry  vertically  integrates 
closer  to  the  final  consumer  and  helps  to 
explain  why  sugar  demand  changes  over 
time  and  what  impact  these  demand  changes 
have  on  price. 


The  table  below  presents  total  deliveries 
of  U.S.  sugar  for  human  consumption  for 
the  2009  fiscal  year,  which  ended  on  Sept. 
30,  2009.  A  total  of  9.194  million  tons  of 
sugar,  raw  value,  were  delivered  to  a  wide 
variety  of  sugar  buyers/end-product  users. 
The  two  largest  product  use  categories  were 
wholesale  grocers  and  companies  produc- 
ing bakery,  cereal  and  related  manufactured 
products.  Wholesale  grocers  took  delivery 
of  2.297  million  tons  of  sugar  last  year  for 


Table  1  -  U.S.  Sugar  Deliveries  for  Human  Consumption  by  Use,  FY  2009 


Total  Deliveies 

Percent  of 

Product  Use  or  Business  of  Sugar  Buyer 

For  FY  2009 

Total 

(Oct-Sept) 

Deliveries 

(short  tons,  raw  value) 

(%) 

Bakery,  cereal,  and  related  products 

2,277,221 

24.8 

Confectionery  and  related  products 

1,093,243 

11.9 

Ice  cream  and  dairy  products 

574,633 

6.2 

Beverages 

331,802 

3.6 

Canned,  bottled  and  frozen  foods 

427,391 

4.6 

Multiple  and  all  other  food  uses 

577,418 

6.3 

Non-food  uses 

83,323 

0.9 

Hotels,  restaurants,  institutions 

128,154 

1.4 

Wholesale  grocers,  jobbers,  dealers 

2,297,247 

25.0 

Retail  grocers,  chain  stores 

1,233,271 

13.4 

Government  agencies 

18,785 

0.2 

All  other  deliveries 

151,655 

1.6 

Total  sugar  deliveries  by  use 

9,194,142 

100.0 

Source:  Sweetener  Market  Data  Report,  FSA. 

USDA,  Nov.  6,  2009. 
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resale  to  entities  further  down  the  market- 
ing chain.  Their  sugar  use  accounted  for 
25.0%  of  total  sugar  deliveries  in  FY  2009. 
The  second  largest  user  of  sugar  was  in  bak- 
ery and  related  manufactured  food  products. 
This  segment  took  delivery  of  2.277  million 
shorts  tons  of  sugar,  accounting  for  24.8% 
of  total  U.S.  sugar  deliveries. 

Other  major  buyers/users  of  sugar  in- 
cluded direct  deliveries  of  refined  sugar  to 
retail  stores  and  grocery  chains  (13.4%  of 
total  deliveries)  and  sugar  used  in  manufac- 
turing confectionery  and  related  products 
( 1 1 .9%  of  total  deliveries).  Approximately 
6.2%  of  total  sugar  deliveries  were  used  in 
ice  cream  and  dairy  products,  3.6%  in  bev- 
erages, 4.6%  in  canned,  bottled  and  frozen 
food,  and  6.3%  in  other  food  uses. 

The  majority  of  sugar  deliveries  are  to  us- 
ers in  the  middle  section  of  the  country. 
Sugar  users  in  the  North  Central  and  South- 
ern region  accounted  for  63.5%  of  total  sugar 
deliveries.  Approximately  70%  of  the  sugar 
delivered  for  use  in  bakery,  cereal  and  re- 
lated manufactured  food  products  and  59% 
of  sugar  delivered  to  wholesale  grocers  were 
to  companies  located  within  these  two  re- 
gions. 


Processed  sugar  delivered  to  the  wide  va- 
riety of  buyers/users  is  shipped  in  three  gen- 
eral forms:  consumer-size  packages,  pack- 
ages 50  lbs  and  greater,  and  unpackaged 
bulk.  For  sugar  delivered  in  the  2009  fiscal 
year,  29.9%  was  delivered  as  consumer-size 
packages,  26.0%  were  in  packages  of  50  lbs 
or  greater,  and  44. 1%  was  delivered  in  bulk 
shipments. 

Given  the  wide  variety  of  sugar  users  and 
types  of  sugar  buyers,  many  factors  have  an 
impact  on  their  buying  preferences.  And, 
these  factors  do  not  impact  the  various  seg- 
ments of  sugar  demand  in  the  same  way  or 
to  the  same  degree  of  magnitude.  For  ex- 
ample, factors  such  as  the  relative  price  ra- 
tio between  HFCS  and  refined  sugar,  or  nu- 
tritional issues  between  sugar  and  other 
sweeteners  may  have  an  effect  on  one  de- 
mand segment  of  the  U.S.  sugar  market  but 
not  another.  However,  all  of  these  demand 
factors  eventually  help  to  determine  the  pro- 
ducer price  of  raw  and  refined  sugar  in  this 
country.  Understanding  the  differences  in 
the  demand  market  and  their  impact  on  price 
helps  the  production  sector  make  better  in- 
formed decisions  from  the  farm,  to  mill,  to 
the  refinery,  and  beyond. 


Table  2  -  U.S.  Sugar  Deliveries  for  Human  Consumption  by  Rej 

*ion,  FY  2009 

Total  Deliveries  for 

Percent  of 

Region  of  the  country 

FY  2009 

Total 

(Oct-Sept) 

Deliveries 

(short  tons,  raw  value) 

(%) 

New  England 

308,867 

3.4 

Mid  Atlantic 

1,612,100 

17.5 

North  Central 

3,273,871 

35.6 

South 

2,561,634 

27.9 

West 

1,406,179 

15.3 

Puerto  Rice 

31,490 

0.3 

Total  sugar  deliveries  by  use 

9,914,142 

100.0 

Source:  Sweetener  Market  Data  Report,  FSA,  USDA,  Nov.  6,  20 
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First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 
Agricultural  Lender 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal  return 

on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that 

our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's 

important  to  YOU! 


Michele  Simoneaux  Dean  Martin  Donna  Booty 

Give  us  a  call  in  Thibodaux!     (985)  446-9450 


Complete  Military 
Axles  with  Brakes 


$550 


Made  in  the 
U.S.A! 


Install  an  entire  axle  for 
the  cost  of  a  brake  job  - 
low  mileage    •     like  new 
We  have  Axle  Parts  TOO! 


Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 


'We    have    the    best    TIRES...     n 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
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A  View  From  The  Top 


The  new  2009  Austoft  8800  harvester!  The  heart  of  the 

7700  but  with  class  leading  enhancements  in 

harvesting  capacity  and  operator  comfort. 


Electronic  automatic  cutter  height  and  cruise  control 

Data  Logger  which  measures: 

Area  harvested,  time  harvesting,  time  waiting,  fuel 
Consumption,  engine  parameters,  base  cutter  pressure, 
Hydraulic  oil  temp,  etc.  Measurements  are  downloadable 
To  a  USB  memory  stick  for  transfer  to  your  PC. 

Right  hand  console  with  multi-function  handle. 

Left  hand  steer  and  cruise  control.  £|0!& 

Wide  combine  cab  with  standard  training  seat.  ^  J^AP 


CASEIN  \BROUSSARD 

••  m  "^^""    "'  CANE  EQUIPMENT 


AGRICULTURE 
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CORPORATION 


Jrom  the  fieCd  to  the  factory 


I 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crx'stallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.  honiron.  com 

Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


/T^jPBOAG 

PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
cd.proag@chartersnternet.com 


®m\p  tare 

Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 
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Makins  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


Announcing  the 

8rth  Animal  Meeting  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League 

and  the 

Louisiana  Division  Meeting  of  the 

American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 

Technologists 

February  1-3,2010 

Lafayette  Hilton  and  Towers 

1521  West  Pinhook  Road 

Lafayette,  LA 

337-235-6111 


More  information  will  be  posted  on  our  websites  soon  at 
www.amscl.ors  or  www.assct.org 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

Please  note  that  the  website  for  the  fire  weather  forecast  has 
changed.  The  new  sites  are: 

Lake  Charles  area:  http://fire.boi.noaa.gov/FIREWX/NEWFWFLCH.html 
New  Orleans  area:  http://fire.boi.noaa.gov/FIREWX/NEWFWFNEW.html 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although  these 
guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that  burning 
operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  possible  in 
order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their  impact  on  the 
public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 


'99  Komatsu  200-Track  Hoe  with 
2  buckets;  '93  Austoft  Cane 
Combine,  new  -  com.  eng.;  3  Side 
Dump  (billet)  Road  Trailers.  Call 
Tommy  at  3 1 8-452-7945  or  Byrns 
at  318-452-5373. 
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2-  Cameco  Hi-Dump  Wagons; 
Covering  Tool;  15  Billet  Highway 
Trailers;  2-row  Broussard  Whole 
Stalk  Cutter;  Transloader  wagon; 
Transloader;  3  3-row  Subsoilers; 
2  JD  14  ft.  3  pt.  Shredders;  3 
Huval  Drain  Openers; 
Northwestern  Tiller;  Other 
equipment  is  also  available.  Call 
Kenneth  Taylor  at  337-945-7474. 

1987  Broussard  2-row  Cane 
Cutter  -  $18,000;  3  Billet  Carts  - 
$3,500  each;  8  planter  wagons 
$500  each;  billet  grabs  -  $2,500; 
Barco  Whole  Stalk  Grabs  - 
$2,000;  Austoft  7700  Cane 
Combine  parts  -  engine,  elevators, 
tracks,  etc,  Call  318-240-0957  or 
318-240-0958. 


2  Prime  3-row  Cultivators  w/offbars  -  $6,000  each;  LaCane  3-row  Cultivator 
w/offbars  -  $2,000;  Brammer  Drain  Cleaner  -  $3,000;  Shop  made  3-row 
Sweeper  -  $2,000;  1,000  gal.  fuel  tank  on  trailer  w/  oil  tank  -  $1,000;  3-row 
Subsoiler.  Contact  Jack  Chelette  at  337-515-1202. 
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1996  Cameco  CH2500,  field  ready.  Call  Acosta  Bros,  at  985-859-5598  or 
281-702-6054. 

2-Broussard  Hi-Dump  wagons  with  spare  wheel  -  $28,000;  JD  12'Chisel 
Plow  -  $  1 ,200;  Coshoton  Double  Wheel  Ditcher  -  $  1 ,500.  Call  Himel  Farms 
at  225-545-2405  home  or  225-716-9015  cell. 


WANTED:    Sugarcane  Farmland.   Thinking  about  retiring  -  call  me  about 
your  farm  or  property.  All  or  Part.  337-380-3977  ask  for  Chris. 


IHE  SUGAR  BUHJEHN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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January  2010 
Volume  88,  No.  4 


Announcing  the 

87th  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League 

of  the  U.S. A. 9  Inc. 


Tuesday,  February  2 ,  2010 
Lafayette  Hilton  and  Towers 

1521  West  Pinhook  Road,  Lafayette,  LA 

Registration  begins  at  8:00  a.m. 

Speaker's  Program  begins  at  10:00  a.m. 

League  Business  Meeting  begins  at  1 :00  p.m. 

Election  of  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

(See  Up  Front  With  The  League  on  page  3  for  more  information) 

All  members  of  the  League  will  please  consider  this  an  official  notice  to  attend, 
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The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 


James  H.  Simon/Editor  and  General  Manager 
Windell  R.  Jackson/Senior  Agronomist 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr./Agronomist 
Nathan  Blackwelder/Agronomist 


John  Constant/Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens/Administrative  Assistant 

P.  Ragan  Richard/Legal  Counsel 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office: 


206  East  Bayou  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (985)  448-3707 
FAX:    (985)448-3722 
E-mail:  lasugar@amscl.org 


Washington  Representative 
Jack  Pettus  Consulting 
50  F  Street,  NW,  Suite  900 
Washington,  D.C.  20001 
Phone:  (202)879-0807 


Baton  Rouge  Representative 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
P.O.  Box  85125 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70884 
Phone:  (225)766-1359 


Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Greg  Nolan,  Thibodaux,  LA 

President 
Wallace  "Dickie"  Ellender,  III,  Bourg,  LA 

Vice-President 
James  H.  Simon,  Thibodaux,  LA 

General  Manager 


Michael  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Secretary 
Michael  Melancon,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 

Treasurer 
Jack  Pettus,  Washington,  DC 

Vice  President  of  Government  Relations 


Brett  Allain,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Jessie  Breaux,  Franklin,  LA 

Jeff  Broussard,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

Craig  Caillier,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Lonnie  Champagne,  Breaux  Bridge,  LA 

Mike  Comb,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

C.J.  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  LA 

Peter  Dufresne,  Paulina,  LA 

Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Sr.,  Raceland,  LA 

John  Earles,  Bunkie,  LA 

Mark  Engemann,  Maringouin,  LA 

John  Gay,  Plaquemine,  LA 

Ricky  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Gary  Gravois,  Napoleonville,  LA 

Charles  Guidry,  Erath,  LA 

Ronald  Guillotte,  Jr.,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Bryan  Harang,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Warren  Harang,  III,  Donaldsonville,  LA 

Jim  Harper,  Bunkie,  LA 


Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Franklin,  LA 

Scott  Kessler,  White  Castle,  LA 

Joel  Landry,  Paincourtville,  LA 

Duane  Legendre,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Will  Legendre,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

Chris  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  LA 

Frank  Minvielle,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Rivers  Patout,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Joey  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  LA 

Randall  Romero,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Charles  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  LA 

Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Bryan  Simon,  Abbeville,  LA 

Frank  Sotile,  Jr.,  St.  James,  LA 

David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  LA 

Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  LA 

David  Thibodeaux,  Jeanerette,  LA 

Tommy  Thibodeaux,  New  Iberia,  LA 

Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  LA 


The  Sugar  Bulletin  is  published  monthly  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.  a  nonprofit 

organization.  Subscriptions  are  domestic  $15  a  year  and  foreign  $50  a  year. 

POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to  The  Sugar  Bulletin,  206  E.  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

The  views  and  opinions  expressed  by  columnists  in  this  publication  are  those  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those 

of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.   Views  and  opinions  expressed  in  advertisements  in  this  publication  are  those 

of  the  advertiser  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 
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Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


The  ASCL  Foundation  Membership 

will  meet  on 

Tuesday,  February  2,  2010 

following  the 

87th  Annual  Meeting  of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 


INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your 


^toYmflftymvA  Distributor: 
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Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 

St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264-1061 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanic 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


800-676-2146 
www.suncomarketing.com 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 
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ASCL  and  ASSCT  Hold  Annual  Meetings  in  Lafayette 
Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 


Fbr  the  past  few  years,  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  and  the  American 
Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 
have  tried  diligently  to  increase  attendance 
from  sugar  producers  and  millers  at  both 
annual  meetings.  With  this  in  mind  we  are 
undertaking  an  effort  to  provide  Louisiana's 
Sugar  industry  with  fewer,  but  better 
meetings.  Therefore,  it  has  been  decided  by 
both  organizations  to  hold  our  annual 
meetings  at  the  same  venue.  In  2010,  these 
meetings  will  be  held  February  2-3  at  the 
Hilton,  1521  W.  Pinhook  Road,  Lafayette, 
Louisiana. 

On  Tuesday,  February  2,  registration  for 
the  meetings  will  open  at  8:00  a.m.  The 
General  Session  and  the  ASSCT  Business 
Meeting  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m. 

The  speaker's  program  begins  at  10:00 
a.m.  with  Jack  Pettus  presenting  a 
Washington  update.  I  will  moderate  a  panel 
of  sugar  industry  experts  who  will  share  their 
insights  and  forecast  future  developments. 
The  panelists  are  Craig  Ruffolo,  Vice- 
President  of  McKeany-Flavell  in  California, 
and  Frank  Jenkins,  President  of  Jenkins 
Sugar  Group  in  New  York.  Each  will  make 


a  presentation  on  the  U.S.  and  World 
Sweetener  Market  Outlook. 

Following  lunch,  which  is  sponsored  by 
the  ASSCT  and  is  a  ticketed  event,  President 
Greg  Nolan  will  call  to  order  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League's  Eighty-seventh  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  membership.  Ballots  for  the 
election  of  the  League's  Board  of  Directors 
will  be  available  to  members  in  good 
standing  at  the  registration  table. 

Mr.  Elliott  Stoneceipher,  a  recognized 
expert  in  political  science,  opinion  research, 
and  population  and  demographic  trends,  will 
be  the  afternoon  guest  speaker.  He  has 
served  as  an  on-air  analyst  for  CNN 
Television  News  and  various  network 
television  and  radio  affiliates  in  his  home 
state  of  Louisiana. 

The  League  Foundation  will  meet  briefly 
to  elect  its  officers.  The  League's  meetings 
will  adjourn  and  the  ASSCT  meetings  will 
proceed. 

At  6:00  p.m.  sugar  friends  are  invited  to 
attend  the  inaugural  "After  Harvest  Bash" 
featuring  Zydeco  Legend  Geno  Delafonse 
and  French  Rockin'  Boogie.  The  Bash  will 
be  held  at  the  Performance  Center  in  the 


charming  Vermilion ville  Cajun  Folklife  Park. 
A  delicious  Cajun  buffet  will  be  served 
before  the  dance.  There  will  be  an  open  bar 
throughout  the  evening.  This  dinner  is  hosted 
by  the  League  and  sponsored  by  friends  of 
the  industry.  However,  tickets  will  be 
required  at  $25  per  person  (see  registration 
form).  Casual  attire. 

On  Wednesday,  February  3,  the  ASSCT 
will  continue  its  meetings  beginning  with 
8:00  a.m.  registration.  The  agriculture 
session  will  begin  at  8:15  with  the 
manufacturing  session  beginning  at  9:35  a.m. 
The  meeting  will  adjourn  at  11:45  a.m. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 

The  Nominating  Committee  of  the  League 
met  in  mid  December  to  develop  a  list  of 
grower/landlord  member  nominees  and  at- 
large  processor  nominees.  This  year  there 
are  eleven  processor  designees,  which  allows 
for  eleven  at-large  processor  nominations  to 
compliment  the  22  grower/landlord 
nominations. 

Following  the  presentation  of  the 
committee's  nominations,  the  membership 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  offer 
nominations  from  the  floor.  In  the  event  a 
nomination  is  made  from  the  floor,  two 
separate  elections  could  be  held  to  determine 
who  will  serve  as  grower/landlord  members, 
and  who  will  serve  as  at-large  processor 
members.  The  results  will  determine  who 
will  begin  serving  a  one-year  term. 

Only  members  in  good  standing  are 
afforded  the  privilege  of  voting  at  our 
Annual  Meeting.  For  a  member  to  be 
considered  in  good  standing  dues  must  be 
paid  on  the  2008  crop.  Each  member's  vote 
is  weighted  according  to  member  type  and 
the  amount  of  tons  of  gross  cane  shipped  or 
processed  on  which  dues  are  paid. 

The  following  individuals  were  nominated 
by  the  Nominating  Committee  to  serve  on 


the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Board  of 
Directors  beginning  on  February  2,  2010. 

Grower/Landlord  Member  Nominees 


Bret  Allain 
Jessie  Breaux 
Peter  Dufresne 
John  Earles 
Wallace  Ellender 
John  Gay 
Ronald  Gonsoulin 
Gary  Gravois 
Charles  Guidry 
Bryan  Harang 
Warren  Harang,  III 


Jim  Harper 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 

Joel  Landry 

Todd  Landry 

Charlie  Levert 

Michael  Melancon 

Joey  Robichaux 

Bryan  Simon 

Donald  Segura 

Frank  Sotile,  Jr. 

Charles  Thibaut 


Designated  Processor  Members 


Craig  Caillier 
Michael  Comb 
Mike  Daigle 
Dan  Duplantis,  Sr. 
Ronald  Guillotte,  Jr. 
Chris  Mattingly 


Greg  Nolan 

Rivers  Patout 

Charlie  Schudmak 

David  Stewart 

Tommy  Thibodeaux 


Processor  At-large  Member  Nominees 


Jeff  Broussard 
Lonnie  Champagne 
C.J.  Daigle 
Mark  Engemann 
Ricky  Gonsoulin 
Scott  Kessler 


Duane  Legendre 

Will  Legendre 

Frank  Minvielle 

Randall  Romero 

David  Thibodeaux 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Sugar  Cane  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Jt  Lea§"£  REGISTRATION  FORM 

Making  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 

Lafayette  Hilton  and  Towers 
1521  West  Pinhook  Road,  Lafayette,  LA 

February  2,  2010 


Name 
Firm 


Mailing  Address 


E-mail Phone  (. 

Guest  Name    


After  Harvest  Bash  (Tuesday  -  6:00  p.m.)  -  Performance  Center,  Vermilionville  Cajun 
Folklife  Park,  300  Fisher  Rd.,  Lafayette,  LA 

Please  join  sugar  friends  for  a  cajun  dinner  buffet  and  dancing  with  Zydeco  Legend 
Geno  Delafose  and  the  French  Rockin'  Boogie.  There  will  be  an  open  bar  throughout 
the  evening.  This  event  is  hosted  by  the  League.  Thanks  to  additional  support  from 
friends  of  the  sugar  industry,  the  cost  is  only  $25.00.  Tickets  will  be  available  in 
advance  or  at  registration. 

x    $25.00  ea.  =$ 


Please  Make  Checks  Payable  to:  ASCL  and  return  before  Jan.  22  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

P.  O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 

For  more  information  on  the  ASSCT  Annual  Meeting,  please  visit  www.assct.org. 

For  hotel  accommodations,  contact  the  Lafayette  Hilton 
at  337-235-6111  or  1-800-445-8667 


Agenda  for  the  ASCL  and  ASSCT  Annual  Meetings 

February  2 

-3,  2010 

Lafayette  Hilton 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  2.  2010 

TUESDAY  (continued) 

8:00  a.m. 

2:40  p.m. 

Registration  -  Portico  Foyer 

Adjourn  League  Meeting 

Register  for  the  ASCL  and  the  ASSCT 

meetings. 

2:40  p.m. 

Break 

9:30  a.m. 

General  Session  of  the  ASSCT 

3:00  p.m. 

Joint  Agricultural  &  Manufacturing 

10:00  a.m. 

Session  of  the  ASSCT 

Outlook  Session: 

U.S.  &  World  Sweetener  Market  Out- 

4:30 p.m. 

look:  Internationally  recognized  industry 

Adjourn  ASSCT  for  the  day 

experts  will  share  their  insights  and  fore- 

cast future  developments.  Will  prices  re- 

4:45 p.m. 

main  at  this  level?  Is  the  U.S. /Mexican 

Attitude  Adjustment 

market  in  Balance  or  Chaos? 

Moderator: 

6:00  p.m. 

Jim  Simon,  General  Manager,  ASCL 

"After  Harvest  Bash"  - 

Panelists: 

Vermilionville  Cajun  Folklife  Park 

Craig  Ruffolo,  McKeany-Flavell  Frank 

(tickets  available  through  the  League) 

Jenkins,  Jenkins  Sugar  Group 

11:30  a.m. 

WEDNESDAY.  FEBRUARY  2, 2010 

Lunch  -  Vermilion  Ballroom 

8:00  a.m. 

(tickets  available  through  ASSCT) 

Registration  -  Portico  Foyer 

1:00  p.m. 

8:15  a.m. 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

Agriculture  Session 

Business  Meeting 

Jeff  Hoy,  Chairman 

Call  to  Order,  Greg  Nolan,  President 

9:20  a.m. 

1:30  p.m. 

Coffee  Break 

Guest  Speaker  -  Elliott  Stonecipher 

A  recognized  expert  in  political  science, 

9:35  a.m. 

opinion  research  and  population  and 

Manufacturing  Session 

demographic  trends,  and  has  served  as  on- 

Mike  Comb,  Chairman 

air  analyst  for  CNN  Television  News  and 

various  network  television  and  radio 

11:45  a.m. 

affiliates  in  Louisiana. 

Adjourn  ASSCT  Meeting 

Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

your  trust  is  important  to  us. 
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Kenneth  Guillory  Dean  Martin 

New  Iberia  Thibodaux 

(337)  364-02 1 7  (985)  446-9450 

First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 
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Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 


WP 

**           2 

m 

v'| 

T,S 

sltef 

>*> 

If 

00  _|  C 

'  r 

V  ww 

1     fit/ll 

S*>S 

1  #yi? 

r1  Wm 

J£„Jl 

;quipme 

ERVICE 
7285 

m 
> 

0) 

0 

z 

m 
■o 
> 

71 


O 

X 

z 

D 

m 
m 

m 

H 
I 

00 

o 

D 
> 

c 

X 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


SURE  Regulations/Disaster  Legislation 

Trade/Climate  Battles  Ahead  in  2010 

USDA  WASDE  December  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Regulations  to  implement  the 
permanent  disaster  program  (known 
as  SURE)  were  poised  for  release  by 
USDA  in  mid-December.  Assuming  the  long- 
delayed  implementing  rules  are  finally 
released,  next  month's  report  will  focus  on 
the  nuts  &  bolts  effects.  Already,  others  are 
beginning  to  see  the  inadequacies  of  the 
SURE  program  to  address  a  wide-spread 
disaster.  In  the  coming  months,  the  hole  left 
in  the  farm  safety  net  will  become  more 
apparent.  When  a  disaster  program  is  built 
atop  a  risk  management  program  that  fails  to 
cover  the  risks  associated  with  the  crops  and 
conditions  of  every  farmer,  those  with  a  viable 
crop  insurance  program  will  be  clear 
"winners"  and  those  without  one  good  risk 
management  tool  will  be  virtually  denied 
access  to  another. 

Legislation  has  already  been  introduced  in 
both  legislative  chambers  to  provide  disaster 
assistance  to  farmers  hit  by  drought,  heavy 
rains  and  flooding  throughout  the  U.S. 
Senators  Lincoln  (D-AR)  and  Cochran  (R- 
MS)  introduced  S.  2810  along  with  the  junior 


Senators  from  both  states,  while  Congressmen 
Marion  Berry  (D-AR)  and  Travis  Childers  (D- 
MS)  introduced  the  companion  bill  (HR  4177) 
in  the  House.  Representative  Rodney 
Alexander  (R-LA)  is  a  cosponsor  of  that  bill. 
In  my  December  visit,  I  saw  first-hand  the 
muck  that  farmers  were  contending  with  in 
the  fields  and,  as  always,  I  was  inspired  by 
the  "can-do"  spirit  that  pervades.  I  cannot 
know  what  Mother  Nature  will  visit  upon 
south  Louisiana  in  the  coming  days  but  will 
continue  to  monitor  this  legislation  while  our 
own  harvest  comes  to  conclusion. 

Trade/Climate  Battles  Ahead  in  2010 

Meetings  in  Geneva  and  Copenhagen  in 
December  2009  have  ensured  that  the  Doha 
Round  of  trade  talks  and  climate  change 
action  will  top  the  list  of  thorny  issues 
awaiting  the  Obama  Administration  and 
Congress  when  they  return  from  the  holiday 
break.  Trade  talks  in  Geneva  essentially 
pushed  the  deadline  for  completion  deeper 
into  the  2010  or  2011  calendar  and  recent 
indications  from  the  Administration  that  a 


"trans-Pacific  trade  focus"  would  be  unveiled 
over  the  coming  months  ensures  that  the  US 
will  remain  engaged. 

How  will  all  of  this  effect  American  sugar 
producers?  In  a  recent  study,  Iowa  State 
economist,  Amani  Elobeid  gauged  the  effect 
on  the  world  sugar  market,  and  major  players, 
if  a  Doha  Round  were  completed  with  trade 
concessions  along  the  lines  of  those  outlined 
in  the  December  2008  draft  agricultural 
negotiating  text,  the  so-called  "Falconer  text." 
Not  surprisingly,  developing  countries  that 
dominate  world  sugar  production  and  trade 
will  be  able  to  evade  most  of  the  trade 
disciplines  contemplated  in  the  Doha  Round 
and  will  likely  keep  their  current  tariffs  in 
place.  Those  that  wish  to  do  so  may  designate 
sugar  as  a  "special  product"  with  no  tariff 
reduction  at  all.  The  study  estimates  that 
world  sugar  prices  would  increase  by  one 
percent  and  that  world  trade  would  increase 
by  seven-tenths  of  a  percent.  Hardly 
inspiring. 

American  farmers,  on  the  other  hand, 
would  face  a  70  percent  cut  in  their  allowable 
support  levels.  Our  industry  could  face  a  70- 
85  percent  reduction  in  import  tariffs  and/or 
a  significant  increase  in  the  minimum  amount 
of  imports  the  U.S.  has  to  take  from  the  rest 
of  the  world.  Developing  countries  that 
depend  on  steady  prices  in  their  developed- 
country  markets — prices  above  world  sugar 
dump  market  levels  that  are  generally  below 
the  cost  of  producing  sugar — would  be  hurt 
badly.  Some  at-risk  developing-country  sugar 
exporters — such  as  Jamaica,  Fiji,  the 
Philippines,  Mauritius — are  highly  dependent 
on  sugar  exports.  The  study  notes  that 
countries  such  as  these  would  need  time  to 
adjust  their  economies  and  find  new 
businesses;  some  would  likely  exit  sugar 
altogether.  Who  wins?  The  modest  increase 
in  sugar  trade  and  pricing  would  be  absorbed 
by  the  lowest  cost  exporters:  mainly  Brazil, 
also  Thailand  and  Australia. 

During  the  December  meetings,  a  new 
outline  for  tariff  cuts  and  quota  increases 


emerged  as  a  part  of  ongoing  EU  talks  with 
African  and  Caribbean  banana  producers, 
talks  that  the  US  has  monitored  and  partially 
approved.  One  portion  of  those  talks  has  : 
involved  other  'tropical  products'  such  as 
sugar  and  a  deal  has  emerged  that  calls  for  a 
7-year  implementation  period  for  any  WTO 
deal  on  sugar.  The  US  has  not  signed  off  on 
this  portion  of  the  deal  at  this  time. 

On  climate  change,  the  Copenhagen  talks 
centered  on  a  tentative  deal  to  shift  billions 
of  dollars  from  developed  nations  to  the 
developing  world  after  poor  nations 
complained  that  the  industrialized  world  (not 
surprisingly,  the  US  was  singled  out  here)  was 
asking  for  a  great  deal  without  putting  enough 
on  the  table  to  convince  poor  nations  to  make 
the  costly  changes  needed  to  harness  their 
greenhouse  gas  emissions  (GHG).  The  US 
delegation  focused  on  process  issues  such  as 
bringing  transparency  to  the  measurement  of 
actual  GHG  reductions  and  a  proposal  to 
establish  2005  as  the  benchmark  year  for 
gauging  GHG  improvements  rather  than  the 
obsolete  1995  benchmark  used  in  the  Kyoto 
Treaty. 

In  the  Senate,  where  climate  change 
legislation  has  been  evolving  under  the 
leadership  of  Senators  Boxer,  Kerry  and 
Graham,  we  can  expect  a  surge  in  activity  in 
early  2010  in  hopes  of  clearing  climate 
change  legislation  before  the  election  season 
sweeps  much  of  the  oxygen  away  from  such 
difficult  legislative  measures. 

USDA  WASDE  December  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  December  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 
report  for  sugar  supply  and  use  made  no 
changes  to  its  estimates  for  2008/09  and  2009/ 
10. 

2008/09  beginning  stocks  were  unchanged 
at  1,660,000  tons  (STRV)  and  production  was 
left  at  7,484,000  tons,  including  1,397,000 
tons  from  Louisiana.  Imports  were 
unchanged  at  3,082,000  tons,  imports  from 
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Mexico  left  at  1,402,000  tons,  and  total  supply 
at  12,226,000  tons.  Exports  were  137,000 
tons,  deliveries  were  10,683,000  tons,  and 
total  use  remained  at  10,775,000  tons.  Ending 
stocks  were  1 ,45 1 ,000  tons  and  the  stocks  to 
use  ratio  was  13.5  percent. 

Domestic  production  for  2009/10  remained 
at  7,713,000  tons,  with  beet  production  at 
4,400,000  tons  and  cane  at  3,313,000  tons. 
Louisiana  production  remained  at  1,300,000 
tons.  Imports  are  at  2,427,000  tons  and 
Mexican  shipments  remain  at  760,000  tons. 
Total  supplies  are  projected  at  11,591,000 
tons.  Exports  and  deliveries  are  at  200,000 
tons  and  10,375,000  tons,  respectively, 
leaving  total  use  at  10,575,000  tons.  Ending 
stocks  for  September  2010  are  projected  at 
1,016,000  tons  and  the  stocks-to-use  ratio 
stays  at  9.6  percent. 

USDA  also  left  Mexican  projections 
unchanged  for  both  years.  2008/09  Mexican 
beginning  stocks,  production,  imports  and 


domestic  use  are  at  360,000  tons,  5,260,000 
tons,  215,000  tons  and  5,540,000, 
respectively.  Exports  are  1 ,270,000  tons  and 
ending  stocks  are  640,000  tons.  Mexico's 
2009/10  production,  imports,  use  and  exports 
remain  at  5,400,000  tons,  710,000  tons, 
5,300,000  tons  and  690,000  tons,  respectively. 
Ending  stocks  remain  at  760,000  tons. 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Complete  Military 
Axles  with  Brakes 


$550 


Made  in  the 
U.S.A! 


Install  an  entire  axle  for 
the  cost  of  a  brake  job  - 
low  mileage    •     like  new 
We  have  Axle  Parts  TOO! 


Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 


1    We    have    the    best    TIRES 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 


ii 


Sunshine 

Equipment  Co.,  inc. 


SUGAR  CANE  HIGH  DUMP  WAGON 

8-10  ton  capacity  wagon 

Walking  beam  axle  design 

Special  slide  assembly  w/abrasive  resistant  wear  pads 

Separate  hydraulic  lift  and  dump  circuits 

Heavy  duty  cylinders,  pins,  and  cylinder  mounts 

Heavy  duty  hub  assemblies 

Multi-Lube  walking  beam 

14.00x24, 12pr  tires 

Adjustable  hitch 


Selling  Price 
$40,000.00 


John  Deere 


John  Deere 


Contact  Perry  Falcon  at  225-268-2288 

or 

See  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com  for  other  good  used  equipment! 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1 524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


||§#|;|;p||S 


Crop  Report 

El  Nino 

New  Sugarcane  Specialist  Named 

Thank  You 


An  early  December  survey  by 
Louisiana's  sugar  mills  of  their 
growers  indicated  a  12%  increase 
in  tonnage  when  compared  to  the  pre-harvest 
estimation  that  was  given  in  October.  If  all 
of  the  2009  acreage  is  harvested  and  if  this 
late  season  estimate  proves  to  be  correct  then 
the  2009  crop  yield  in  tons  of  cane  per  acre 
would  almost  equal  the  record  1999  state 
yield  of  37  tons  per  acre.  This  yield  would 
be  more  than  5  tons  above  last  year's  crop 
average  of  31.5  tons  per  acre. 

In  discussions  with  growers,  all  are 
grateful  for  the  additional  tonnage  and  the 
uptick  in  price,  but  are  disappointed  with  the 
low  sugar  content  of  this  year's  crop.  In  these 
discussions  the  most  often  asked  question  is, 
"what  happened  to  the  sugar;  I  thought  that 
this  was  to  be  a  high  sugar  year?"  Yes,  core 
lab  reports  for  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  are  low, 
but  a  look  at  hand  harvested  samples  from 
the  USDA  maturity  study  would  suggest  that 
the  amount  of  sugar  in  the  cane  is  not  that 
low.  On  December  7, 2009,  hand  cut  samples 
from  the  maturity  study  were  only  about 
3.5%  less  than  2008 's  samples  for  the  same 
date.  However,  mill  recovery  reports  from 


the  same  period  comparing  the  2008  crop  and 
2009  crop  show  that  the  2009  crop  has  about 
10%  less  sugar  than  the  previous  year. 

Outfield  tests  are  located  throughout  the 
cane  belt  and  subjected  to  the  varied  soils, 
farming  practices,  and  growing  conditions 
that  occur  in  the  industry.  For  the 
comparison  of  sugar  content,  outfield  test 
sucrose  samples  are  collected  by  hand  cutting 
and  topping  a  random  ten  stalk  sample  from 
each  plot.  Year  in  and  year  out  under  normal 
harvest  conditions,  the  industry's  sugar  per 
ton  of  cane  will  average  30  to  40  lbs  less 
than  the  sugar  content  predicted  for  by  the 
sucrose  samples  collected  from  outfield  tests. 
Also,  this  data  indicates  that  during  harvest 
seasons  like  this  year's  the  differences 
increase  to  the  60  to  70  pound  range  due  to 
trash  sent  to  the  mill  during  harvest.  This 
year  with  the  majority  of  the  crop  harvested 
under  the  strain  of  nearly  continuous  rain, 
muddy  fields,  wet  cane,  and  the  need  to  make 
quota  the  differences  will  probably  be  much 
greater.  This  year  we  will  propobably 
process  1.5  millions  tons  of  cane  to  produce 
about  the  same  amount  of  sugar  as  2008. 
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El  Nino 

On  December  5  most  of  the  cane  belt 
received  4  -  8"  of  rainfall.  With  the  soil 
already  saturated  and  the  high  rate  of  rain, 
field  ditches  and  drainage  canals  were 
quickly  filled  resulting  in  the  flooding  of 
many  fields.  Because  of  an  already  high  tide, 
many  of  the  more  southern  fields  were 
covered  with  a  depth  of  water  almost  equal 
to  flooding  from  recent  hurricanes.  With  the 
ensuing  north  winds  many  of  the  flooded 
fields  were  able  to  drain  within  the  next  48 
hours,  after  which,  the  tide  began  to  rise 
leaving  the  back  ends  of  lower  elevated  fields 
to  clear  at  a  slower  pace.  Some  fields 
remained  under  water  for  a  week  or  more 
waiting  on  the  tides  to  switch  or  for  the 
pumps  to  catch  up. 

To  make  matters  worse  the  heavy  tropical- 
like  rains  have  continued  causing  many  of 
the  same  fields  to  reflood.  According  to 
many  weather  prognosticators,  heavy  rains 
may  well  continue  through  all  of  December 
into  the  winter  months  of  January  and 
February  2010.  To  ensure  a  better  crop  in 
2010,  field  drainage  should  be  established 
as  soon  as  possible  after  harvest. 

New  Sugarcane  Specialist  Named 

The  following  announcement  was  recently 
made  by  Dr.  Paul  Coreil,  Vice  Chancellor, 
and  Director  of  the  LSU  Ag  Center. 

Effective  January  1,  2010,  Dr.  Ken 
Gravois  will  be  assuming  the  position  of 
Extension  Sugarcane  Specialist  for  the  LSU 
AgCenter  During  his  transition  to  this  new 
position,  Dr.  Ben  Legendre  will  continue  to 
be  directly  involved  in  assisting  Dr.  Gravois 
in  extension  related  activities  including 
parish  grower  meetings,  agent  inquiries,  etc. 
The  Experiment  Station  is  now  actively 
seeking  candidates  for  the  vacant  sugarcane 
breeder  position  created  by  Dr.  Gravois' 
move  to  the  specialist  position,  and  the 


previous  breeder  vacancy  created  by  the 
retirement  of  Dr.  Keith  Bischoff.  During 
these  position  vacancy  searches,  Dr.  Gravois 
will  continue  assisting  in  the  breeding 
program  on  a  limited  basis. 

I  want  to  take  this  time  to  thank  Dr.  Ben 
Legendre  for  the  outstanding  job  he  has  done 
covering  both  the  director  responsibilities  at 
the  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  and  the 
sugarcane  specialist  position  duties  more 
recently  in  an  Interim  capacity. 

Thanks  to  both  of  these  men  for  their 
continued  leadership  and  support  of  our 
Extension  programs  in  sugarcane  across  the 
state. 

Thank  You 

Nearly  all  of  the  research  work  at  the  LSU 
AgCenter  Sugarcane  Research  Station  at  St. 
Gabriel,  Ardoyne  Farm  (USDA-ARS 
Sugarcane  Research  Farm)  and  at  off-station 
locations  has  been  completed  for  2009.  The 
collection  of  reliable  data  for  many  of  the 
various  research  projects  would  not  be 
possible  if  it  were  not  for  the  support  of  many 
individual  collaborators  throughtout  the 
industry  (field  and  mill).  Because  these 
partners  know  the  importance  of  variety 
research  and  all  the  other  varied  fields  of 
research  needed  for  the  successful  production 
of  sugarcane  here  in  Louisiana,  each  year 
they  freely  provide  without  compensation  the 
men  and  material  to  carry  out  the  many 
diverse  research  projects.  The  2009  harvest 
season  has  been  very  difficult,  but  when 
asked  by  researchers,  participating  growers 
and  millers  willingly  joined  in  to  help 
complete  research  projects. 

On  behalf  of  the  many  researchers  who 
are  at  work  for  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry, 
I  would  like  to  say  THANK  YOU  VERY 
MUCH  to  our  many  cooperators,  without 
whom  this  much-needed  work  would  not  be 
done. 
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M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL  OR  NO  DEAL" 


46 


MARK  5" 


New  Tapered 
Timken  Style  Bearings 
Available 


A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will  cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

TIME  PERIOD  THAN  A  3  ROW.  THE  FUEL  AND  LABOR  SAVINGS 
COULD  BE  AS  MUCH  AS  $2.00  OR  MORE  PER  ACRE. 


rP 


% 


Bush  Hog®  TOUGH 

,:.  .       .ier 


BUSH  HOG?  TOUGH  FEATURES 

TOUGH  10  Gauge  Deck  Construction 

TOUGH  7  Gauge  Steel  Strongbacks 

TOUGH  1/4  Inch  Sidebands 

TOUGH  Spring  Shock  Absorbers  On  Each  Axle  Arm 

TOUGH  Heavy  Duty  Axles 

TOUGH  Powder  Coat  Paint 


AVAILABLE  2010  -  SUPPLIES  LIMITED 


NEW 


SJ  D  SUGARCANE  CALTIVATOR  PARTS  AVAILABLE8 
*NEW  FOR  2010  J  D  GREASABLE  BEARINGS* 


NEW 


I      ■...',;"'' 


205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

J-O  /  / -D4-0"Ll/\INU  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 


www.  loui.siunuLiinIhunk.com. 


as 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD, 
LSU  AgCenter 


Planning  for  the  2010  Sugarcane  Crop  Year 


As  the  final  harvest  days  of  the  2009 
sugarcane  crop  conclude,  attention 
starts  to  turn  to  the  2010  crop.  At 
this  time  of  year,  growers  should  start  to  be 
engaged  in  one  of  the  most  fundamental  and 
important  farm  management  functions: 
planning.  Many  farm  production  decisions 
will  be  made  and  courses  of  action  pursued 
during  the  coming  year.  Now  is  the  time  to 
start  to  think  about  those  decisions,  plan  for 
their  implementation  and  project  their  impact 
on  farm  income  and  expenses. 

One  of  the  first  decisions  some  growers 
will  probably  consider  relates  to  farm 
acreage  in  production.  Should  the  acreage 
farmed  in  2009  be  expanded,  reduced  or 
remain  unchanged  in  2010?  Some  of  the 
important  factors  to  consider  in  this  decision 
plan  include  productivity  of  land,  rental 
arrangements,  existing  equipment  capacity 
and  impact  on  per  acre  equipment  costs. 

Another  planning  decision  to  be  made  at 
this  time  of  year  is  which  fields  of  older 
stubble  to  keep  in  production  for  harvest  in 
2010.  This  decision  really  involves  two  types 
of  plans.  One  plan  is  short-term  in  nature 
and  should  evaluate  one-time,  nonrecurring 
factors  which  might  impact  projected  yield 
for  the  coming  year  and  lead  to  plow  out  of 
a  field.    A  variety  of  factors  including 


weather,  drainage,  pest  damage  and  others 
could  affect  plant  stand  and  resulting 
sugarcane  production  this  year. 

The  other  older  stubble  planning  decision 
is  more  long  term  in  nature.  With  an 
expected  level  of  yields  for  plantcane  through 
second  stubble  crops  for  a  given  variety, 
should  a  third  stubble  crop  be  kept  in 
production  on  a  routine  basis?  Although 
retention  of  a  third  stubble  crop  for  harvest 
may  be  profitable  for  a  given  tract  of  land  or 
a  specific  variety,  the  resulting  impact  on 
total  farm  income  and  expenses  should  also 
be  considered.  After  all,  the  basic  farm 
management  goal  should  be  to  maximize  net 
returns  over  the  entire  sugarcane  farming 
operation.  Using  a  spreadsheet  to  project 
total  farm  income  and  expenses  for 
alternative  yield  levels  and  crop  cycle  lengths 
can  easily  provide  useful  information  in 
addressing  this  question. 

Plans  should  be  made  for  any  equipment 
that  needs  to  be  replaced  in  2010.  Machinery 
replacement  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  farm 
management  decisions  to  be  made,  as  there 
are  no  clear-cut  decision  rules  which  can  be 
used  to  provide  an  answer.  Many  factors  can 
influence  machinery  replacement  decisions, 
particularly  for  large-cost  items  like  tractors 
and  combines,  such  as  machine  obsolesce, 
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capacity  to  handle  acreage  farmed  as  well  as 
the  impact  on  farm  cash  flow  from  equipment 
replacement.  For  tractors  and  harvesters,  the 
decision  basically  boils  down  to  a  tradeoff 
between  rising  repair  costs  of  older  machines 
versus  higher  fixed  costs  from  the  purchase 
of  new  machines.  Machine  reliability, 
especially  for  harvesters,  is  an  important 
factor  to  be  considered  in  replacement 
decisions. 

Weed  control  decisions  are  critically 
important  and  are  generally  made  throughout 
the  crop  year.  These  decisions  must  be  made 
every  year  for  a  range  of  sugarcane 
production  situations  (at  planting,  winter 
weed  control,  spring  weed  control,  layby  and 
fallow)  and  current  weed  pressure  problems 
may  vary  from  year  to  year.  However,  now 
is  a  good  time  to  plan  which  specific  weed 
control  programs  will  be  used  in  the  coming 
year,  realizing  that  final  herbicide  application 
decisions  may  be  adjusted  based  on  existing 
weed  pressure.  Remember  that  there  are  a 
range  of  herbicides  available  for  specific 
target  weeds.  Consideration  of  herbicide 
cost  and  timely  application  of  chosen 
herbicides  go  a  long  way  towards  improving 
the  economic  effectiveness  of  selected  weed 
control  programs. 

Although  the  2010  planting  is  several 
months  away,  it  is  not  too  early  to  start  to 
consider  varieties  to  be  planted  or  expanded 
in  the  coming  year.  Variety  selection  and 
planned  acreage  levels  on  a  farm  are 
dependent  on  several  factors  including 
productivity  of  specific  varieties  on  a  given 
farm  or  location,  access  to  sufficient 
quantities  of  seed  cane,  projected  variety 
yield  and  estimated  production  costs.  Also 
keep  in  mind  that  variety  diversity,  i.e., 
having  a  range  of  sugarcane  varieties  in 
production  on  a  farm,  helps  to  minimize 
production  risks  which  might  be  attributable 
to  a  single  variety. 

And  finally,  it  is  always  important  at  this 
time  of  year  to  evaluate  the  impact  of  any 
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planned  production  decisions,  as  well  as 
changes  in  farm  input  and  equipment  costs 
on  projected  whole  farm  income  and 
expenses.  Having  an  accurate  grasp  of  the 
financial  side  of  the  farm  business  is  just  as 
important  as  understanding  the  production 
side.  In  part,  this  means  being  able  to  project 
what  your  production  costs  will  likely  be  for 
the  coming  year  and  to  determine  your  break- 
even sugar  price  or  per  acre  cane  or  sugar 
yield. 

The  use  of  spreadsheets  to  forecast  income 
and  expenses  greatly  aids  farm  management 
decision  making.  In  addition  to  the 
calculation  of  breakeven  yield  and  price 
necessary  to  cover  expected  production 
expenses,  updating  the  income  and  expense 
forecast  values  as  the  year  progresses 
provides  valuable  information  related  to 
production  decisions  made  throughout  the 
year. 

The  LSU  Agricultural  Center  provides  a 
wide  array  of  information  each  year 
concerning  all  aspects  of  sugarcane 
production.  Available  information  includes 
several  publications  and  decision  tools  in  the 
areas  of  variety  development  and  selection, 
fertilization,  weed,  insect  and  disease  control, 
production  costs,  as  well  as  an  array  of 
various  specific  cultural  practices.  A  good 
starting  point  to  locate  information  on  a 
specific  sugarcane  topic  would  be  the  LSU 
AgCenter's  sugarcane  web  page: 
www.  Isuagcenter.  com/en/crops  Jtive stock/ 
crops/ sugarcane. 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

Please  note  that  the  website  for  the  fire  weather  forecast  has 
changed.  The  new  sites  are: 

Lake  Charles  area:  http://fire.boi.noaa.gov/FIREWX/NEWFWFLCH.html 
New  Orleans  area:  http://fire.boi.noaa.gov/FIREWX/NEWFWFNEW.html 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although  these 
guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that  burning 
operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  possible  in 
order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their  impact  on  the 
public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 

'99  Komatsu  200-Track  Hoe  with  2 
buckets;  '93  Austoft  Cane  Combine, 
new  -  com.  eng.;  2  Side  Dump  (billet) 
Road  Trailers.  Call  Tommy  at  318- 
452-7945  or  Byrns  at  318-452-5373. 

John  Deere  7510  High  Crop,  6400 
Mudder,  2955  Mudder,  John  Deere  4 
row  marker,  Sunco  Trash  Tiger,  300 
gal.  3-point  spray  rig,  Model  4215 
bushog  shredder,  John  Deere  3  row 
subsoiler,  clamp-on  duals  by 
inverferth  for  42"  rims,  Transloader 
mounted  on  76  Ford  truck  frame. 
Contact  Kenny  at  337-540-4467  or 
337-734-4467. 
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Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


The  Barn  Door  Closes  on  the  '09  Crop 

Sugar  Prices 

PAC 

The  Switch  Continues 


Once  again  Mother  Nature  was  not 
very  friendly  to  Louisiana's  cane 
farmers  and  millers.  It  seems  as  we 
are  destined  to  have  a  significant  weather 
event  plague  our  industry  every  year.  The 
October  -  December  quarter  was  one  of  the 
wettest  on  record  and  made  for  difficult  and 
very  expensive  harvesting  conditions. 

Most  of  our  mills  finished  the  harvest 
season  about  two  weeks  later  than  normal. 
The  Alma  mill  was  the  last  to  finish  on 
Sunday,  January  17th.  We  were  very 
fortunate  that  the  January  freezes  were  late 
enough  not  to  have  any  substantial  effect  on 
the  crop.  Damage  to  fields  and  the  ratoon 
crop  for  the  next  few  years  is  also  a  concern, 
but  most  growers  in  the  northern  reaches  of 
the  belt  are  not  overly  concerned  at  this 
point.  Tonnage  was  up  and  sugar  recovery 
was  down  as  we  hauled  excess  mud,  leaves 
and  rainwater  to  the  mills. 

With  such  a  long  and  difficult  harvest 
season  you  might  expect  Louisiana's  sugar 
producers  and  processors  to  be  frustrated  and 
disheartened,  but  that  is  not  at  all  the  case  as 
the  industry  is  optimistic  and  looking 


forward  to  the  upcoming  crop.  Strong  prices 
certainly  help  shape  our  attitude  or  it  might 
be  that  we  just  become  desensitized  to  the 
pain  of  Mother  Nature's  repeated  beatings. 
With  all  that  said,  our  crop  was  a  fairly 
good  one  and  quite  a  bit  better  than  our 
October  pre-harvest  estimate  indicated.  This 
larger  than  expected  crop  was  just  what  we 
needed  as  concern  grows  over  tightness  in 
the  U.S.  sugar  market.  As  a  result  of  this 
better  than  expected  crop,  administrators  at 
USDA  increased  our  WASDE  production 
estimate  by  1 1 .54  %.  This  moves  Louisiana's 
sugar  production  from  1.3  million  tons  to 
1.45  million  tons.  For  more  information  on 
supply  and  demand  in  the  U.S.  sugar  market 
please  refer  to  the  WASDE  report  in  the 
Washington  Update  on  page  5. 

Sugar  Prices 

As  best  as  I  can  extrapolate,  most  mills 
expect  to  pay  between  23.5  and  24  cents/lb 
for  the  09  crop  vs.  about  20.5  cents  for  prior 
years.  Tightness  in  the  world  market  is 
driving  these  higher  prices.  Indications  are 
that  these  stronger  prices  will  be  around  a 


while  longer,  possibly  through  the  end  of  this 
year.  This  is  important  as  our  mills  finish 
pricing  the  2009  crop  and  start  taking 
positions  for  the  2010  crop.  This  increase  in 
price  is  much  needed  and  will  certainly  go  a 
long  way  toward  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
financial  health  of  Louisiana's  Sugar 
Industry. 

PAC 

The  ASCL  Pac  continues  to  be  an  integral 
part  of  the  industry's  legislative  strategy.  It 
is  an  important  tool  that  provides  our 
Washington  representative  the  means  to 
bring  our  message  to  those  who  shape  and 
support  positive  legislation.  It  provides 
support  to  federal  candidates  who  support 
our  industry's  interests.  The  ASCL  Pac  serves 
as  a  means  of  participating  in  the  political 
process  by  pooling  resources  and  broadening 
influence  more  than  acting  individually.  This 
is  an  opportunity  for  you  to  contribute  to  a 
significant  effort  to  help  candidates  that 
support  this  industry;  your  livelihood. 

The  Switch  continues 

Beverage  makers  continue  to  switch  from 
High  Fructose  Corn  Syrup  (HFCS)  to  Sugar. 
Pepsi-Cola's  issue  of  a  second  limited  run 
of  "Throwback"  Pepsi  and  Mountain  Dew 
in  retro-styled  containers  is  part  of  a  trend  to 


once  again  sweeten  beverages  with  sugar. 
Pepsi  must  have  liked  what  they  saw  when 
they  last  issued  the  sugar-sweetened 
"Throwback"  in  March  as  now  they  are 
offering  it  again.  This  time  the  test  will  run  , 
from  December  28-February  22. 

Gatorade  and  Snapple  are  also  among  the 
companies  moving  to  sugar  as  their 
sweetener  of  choice.  Additionally,  reports 
indicate  that  "Heritage  Dr.  Pepper  -  Made 
with  Real  Sugar"  will  be  coming  out  soon. 
Obviously  sugar  sweetened  beverages  are 
appealing  to  people  who  are  looking  for 
better  taste. 

Continuing  strong  demand  has  helped 
bolster  prices  for  refined  sugar  in  the  past 
year  or  so,  and  as  more  companies  sweeten 
their  beverages  with  sugar,  that  can  only  help. 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


godney's  Welding  Service 

Fabricating  and  Repairing  Sugarcane  Equipment 


Shop: 


780  East  Main  St. 
985-532-5746 


Lockport,  LA 
Cell:   985-209-1192 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


1"0  J  J am\)^TO~M~J\]\ D  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^^ 


;  louisianalandbank.  i 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Situation  Normal  in  Political  Arena 

SURE  Regulations/Disaster  Legislation 

USDA  WASDE  January  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  only  thing  more  depressing  than 
being  an  Auburn  fan  in  the  aftermath 
of  an  Alabama  national  championship 
is  being  a  political  "expert"  tasked  with 
making  sense  of  the  current  legislative 
process.  Leadership  efforts  to  achieve 
healthcare  reform  have  hit  rough  waters  and 
the  a  Republican  upset  in  the  Massachusetts 
special  election  (to  fill  the  seat  of  the  late 
Senator  Ted  Kennedy)  has  sparked  a 
renewed  sense  of  urgency  for  Democrats 
and  a  revived  sense  of  purpose  for 
Republicans. 

The  Democratic  leadership  of  both  houses 
of  Congress  has  faced  a  daunting  task  in 
maintaining  discipline  among  the  diverse 
elements  in  the  'big  tent,'  while 
simultaneously  preparing  to  defend 
vulnerable  seats  in  the  November  elections. 
The  December  announcement  that  Rep. 
Parker  Griffith  of  Alabama  was  leaving  the 
majority  to  join  the  Republican  minority  was 
a  stark  testament  to  the  tensions  that 
developed  as  healthcare,  climate  change  and 
other  major  pieces  of  legislation  moved 


through  the  House  in  2009  and,  perhaps,  to 
the  success  of  Republicans  in  using  these 
wedge  issues  to  hammer  away  at  Democrats 
representing  conservative  districts. 

While  the  fate  of  healthcare  reform  is  in 
the  air  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  the  political 
oxygen  that  this  bill  is  consuming  has 
dramatically  changed  the  environment  for 
action  on  climate  change.  The  Cap  &  Trade 
scheme  approved  in  the  House  lacks 
sufficient  support  in  the  Senate  and  a 
bipartisan  group  of  Senators  is  purportedly 
working  on  a  compromise  bill  that  would 
jettison  cap  &  trade  and  add  incentives  for 
nuclear  energy  and  domestic  oil  and  gas 
drilling. 

Senate  Majority  Leader  Reid  has  again 
raised  the  possibility  of  immigration  reform 
legislation  moving  this  summer,  perhaps 
spurred  by  a  new  way  of  reform  rallies 
throughout  the  country.  Given  the  hardened 
positions  of  those  on  the  left  and  right  wings 
of  both  parties,  such  a  bill  would  require  a 
bipartisan  spirit  that  neither  party  is  likely 
to  welcome  as  the  mid-term  election  cycle 


begins.  Still,  all  eyes  are  on  Senators 
Charles  Schumer  and  Lindsay  Graham  as 
they  seek  to  develop  a  bipartisan  package 
in  the  Senate. 

Likewise,  legislation  to  reform  the 
financial  services  industry  continues  to 
simmer  on  the  backburner  because  of  the 
focus  on  healthcare.  The  Senate  continues 
to  work  on  an  alternative  to  the  House- 
passed  food  safety  bill,  while  a  much- 
anticipated  jobs  bill  package  may  be  moving 
along  with  budget  and  appropriations  bills. 

On  the  trade  front,  the  December  2009 
meeting  of  WTO  agricultural  negotiators 
showed  incremental  progress  on  a  limited 
group  of  technical  issues  but  the  larger 
general  session  in  mid-December  led  only 
to  another  call  for  intense  bilateral  and 
plurilateral  meetings,  another  flurry  of 
sectoral  talks  through  March  of  this  year, 
and  a  call  for  a  stock-taking  meeting  in  late 
March.  Agricultural  negotiators  were 
scheduled  to  meet  again  in  early  February 
and  early  March.  The  first  round  of 
negotiations  on  a  Trans-Pacific  Strategic 
Economic  Partnership  (TPP  -  US,  Chile, 
Singapore,  Brunei,  New  Zealand,  Australia, 
Peru  and  Vietnam)  is  scheduled  for  mid- 
March.  Preference  reform  efforts  affecting 
the  Generalized  System  of  Preferences  and 
the  Africa  Growth  and  Opportunity  Act  will 
likely  be  on  the  frontburner  later  in  2010, 
with  current  authorities  extended  for  one 
year  at  the  end  of  2009. 

SURE  Regulations/Disaster  Legislation 

USDA  released  a  Fact  Sheet  on  the 
Supplemental  Revenue  Assistance 
Payments  Program  in  late  December.  As 
expected,  the  SURE  program's  reliance  on 
established  crop  insurance  yields  remains  a 
major  impediment  to  sugarcane  producers 
seeking  assistance  via  this  permanent 
disaster  program.  Further,  the  Secretary  has 
opted  not  to  implement  discretionary 


authority  (provided  in  the  American 
Recovery  and  Reinvestment  Act  of  2009) 
to  address  multiyear  losses.  The  bitter  irony 
is  that  this  was  explicitly  done  to  be  "... 
consistent  with  policies  or  plans  of  risk 
management  coverage  available  to  the 
majority  of  crops..."  In  summary,  if  the  crop 
insurance  program  is  inadequate  or 
ineffective  for  a  crop  (such  as  sugarcane), 
the  door  to  SURE  has  been  slammed  twice. 
Congratulations  on  completion  of 
another  challenging  harvest  season! 

USDA  WASDE  January  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  January  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 
report  for  sugar  supply  and  use  made  no 
changes  to  its  estimates  for  2008/09  and 
2009/10. 

There  were  no  changes  to  2008/09 
estimates:  beginning  stocks  1,660,000  tons 
(STRV);  production  7,484,000  tons, 
including  1,397,000  tons  from  Louisiana; 
imports  3,082,000  tons,  including  1,402,000 
tons  from  Mexico;  total  supply  12,226,000 
tons;  exports  137,000  tons;  deliveries 
10,638,000  tons,  total  use  10,775,000  tons; 
ending  stocks  1,451,000  tons;  and  stocks  to 
use  ratio  at  13.5  percent. 

Domestic  production  for  2009/10  was 
increased  by  124,000  tons  to  7,837,000  tons 
due  to  an  increase  in  cane  production  to 
3,437,000  tons.  Louisiana  production  was 
increased  by  150,000  tons  to  1,450,000  tons, 
more  than  offsetting  a  20,000  ton  drop  in 
Florida  and  a  6,000  ton  drop  in  Hawaii.  TX 
was  unchanged.  Imports  were  reduced  by 
50,000  to  150,000  tons  due  to  lower  reexport 
volumes,  resulting  in  total  supplies  of 
11,665,000  tons  from  11,591,000  last 
month.  Exports  were  also  lowered  by 
50,000  tons  while  deliveries  remained 
constant  at  are  at  10,375,000  tons.  Total  use 
is  likewise  reduced  by  50,000  to  10,525,000 


tons.  Ending  stocks  for  September  2010  are 
projected  at  1,140,000  tons,  versus 
1,016,000  tons  last  month,  and  the  stocks- 
to-use  ratio  rises  to  0.8  percent  from  9.6 
percent. 

USDA  left  2008/09  Mexican  beginning 
stocks  and  production  unchanged  at, 
360,000  tons  and  5,260,000  tons, 
respectively,  while  reducing  imports  to 
160,000  tons  from  215,000  tons  last  month. 
Domestic  use  remains  at  5,540,000.  Exports 


are  expected  to  increase  to  1,367,000  tons 
from  1,270,000  tons,  while  ending  stocks 
fall  to  488,000  tons  from  640,000  tons  last 
month.  Mexico's  2009/10  production  is 
projected  to  fall  slightly  to  5,300,000  tons, 
while  imports  rise  to  720,000  tons  from 
7 10,000  tons  last  month.  Domestic  use  and 
exports  remain  at  5,300,000  tons  and 
690,000  tons,  respectively.  Ending  stocks 
fall  to  518,000  tons  from  760,000  tons  last 
month. 
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First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 
Agricultural  Lender 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal  return 

on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that 

our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's 
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SUGAR  CANE  HIGH  DUMP  WAGON 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

Clipping 

Atrazine  Use  in  Louisiana's  Sugar  Cane  Fields 


The  2009/2010  Louisiana  sugar  cane 
harvest  season  was  the  wettest  that 
most  growers  and  processors  can 
recall.  The  industry  was  plagued  by  rain 
from  the  start  of  harvest  to  the  very  end  with 
not  rain  showers,  but  with  rains  that  were 
tropical  in  nature.  Listed  below  in  Table  1 
are  rain  totals  for  four  reporting  stations  for 
the  year  and  for  October  1  -  December  31, 
2009. 


The  first  two  weeks  of  2010  were  not  quite 
as  wet,  but  saw  the  temperatures  drop  to 
levels  that  the  industry  had  not  experienced 
in  the  last  twenty  years.  For  most  of  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  the  7:00  a.m. 
temperatures  were  at  or  below  freezing  for 
13  days  consecutive,  resulting  in  stalks  being 
frozen  from  top  to  bottom  and  causing 
problems  for  both  the  growers  and 
processors.  Because  the  cane  was  frozen  so 


Table  1.  Rain  totals  for  all  of  2009  and  for  October  1  -  December  31,  2009. 


Reporting  Station 

Total  for 
Jan.  1  -  Dec.  31, 2009 
(inches  of  rain) 

Total  for 

Oct.  1  -  Dec.  31,  2009 

(inches  of  rain) 

Dean  Lee, 

Alexandria,  LA 

56.5 

21.3 

Sugar  Station, 

St.  Gabriel,  LA 

57.9 

29.6 

Iberia  Research  Station, 
Jeanerette,  LA 

74.6 

33.7 

USDA  -  Sugarcane  Research  Unit, 
Houma,  LA 

57.8 

24.6 
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completely,  many  mills  reported  having  to 
thaw  core  samples  before  they  could  be 
pressed  and  some  reported  having  problems 
with  ice  crystals  stopping  the  free  flow  of 
juice  during  milling.  Listed  in  Table  2  are 
7:00  a.m.  temperature  readings  for  reporting 
weather  stations  in  Alexandria,  LA;  St. 
Gabriel,  LA;  Jeanerette,  LA;  and  Houma, 
LA.  More  and  complete  information  for 
these  and  other  stations  can  be  found  at  the 
AgCenter's  website  http:// 

weather.lsuagcenter.com. 

It  is  too  early  to  make  any  estimation  of 
potential  damage  to  the  2010  stubble  and 
plant  cane  crops.  Much  will  depend  on  the 
weather  during  early  spring;  how  quickly 
growers  are  able  to  reestablish  drainage  in 
rutted  fields  and  get  the  harvest  residue  off 
the  tops  of  rows;  along  with  age  and  variety 
of  individual  fields.  Little  is  known  about 
the  overwintering  ability  of  most  of  the 


newer  varieties,  so  it  is  urgent  to  remove 
residue  and  drain  fields. 

Clipping 

Throughout  the  industry,  the  freezing 
temperatures  of  late  December  and  early 
January  certainly  killed  all  terminal  buds 
and  green  leaf  material.  Here  in  Louisiana, 
brown  sugarcane  rust  does  not  have  an 
alternate  host.  It  must  over- winter  on  green 
leaves  of  sugarcane.  The  good  news  is  that 
in  those  years  that  we  have  a  series  of  killing 
freezes,  the  following  spring  the  severity  of 
rust  is  less,  and  first-reports  of  severely 
infected  fields  are  delayed. 

For  the  majority,  the  2009  planting  season 
was  an  extended  arduous  effort.  Because 
of  the  extended  period  required  to  complete 
the  2009  planting,  plant  cane  and  seed 
stubble  growth  range  from  fields  with  cane 
just  coming  out  of  the  ground  to  fields  that 


Table  2.  Reported  temperatures  (°F)  at  7:00  a.m.  for  January  1  -  15,  2010. 

Date 
Collected 

Dean  Lee, 
Alexandria,  LA 

Sugar  Station 
St.  Gabriel,  LA 

Iberia 

Research  Station 

Jeanerette,  LA 

USDA- 
SRU 
Houma,  LA 

1/01/2010 

40 

44 

43 

48 

1/02/2010 

31 

34 

35 

36 

1/03/2010 

29 

32 

36 

35 

1/04/2010 

30 

31 

34 

35 

1/05/2010 

25 

23 

26 

27 

1/06/2010 

26 

26 

28 

28 

1/07/2010 

30 

30 

32 

31 

1/08/2010 

22 

25 

27 

28 

1/09/2010 

18 

19 

22 

22 

1/10/2010 

20 

18 

21 

22 

1/11/2010 

20 

17 

21 

22 

1/12/2010 

26 

23 

25 

27 

1/13/2010 

25 

24 

30 

i 28 

1/14/2010 

31 

30 

33 

34 

1/15/2010 

40 

41 

44 

41 
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have  a  foot  or  two  of  hard  joints.  Early 
planting  along  with  the  combination  of  a 
late  first-freeze  resulted  in  extremely  tall 
growth  that  is  now  dead.  This  tall  growth 
can  be  found  HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128,  L 
99-233,  and  L  01-283  planted  very  early 
and  fields  of  those  varieties  used  as  seed. 

About  this  time  each  year,  many  growers 
start  to  wonder  whether  to  remove  the 
winterkill  or  not.  Data  collected  from 
numerous  tests  on  LCP  85-384  have 
indicated  that  it  makes  very  little  difference 
on  yield  whether  or  not  the  dead  growth  is 
removed;  this  does  not  appear  to  be  so  for 
its  progeny  HoCP  96-540.  A  limited 
number  of  tests  in  2006  and  2007  compared 
clipped  and  non-clipped  plots  of  HoCP  96- 
540  first-stubble  that  had  been  used  for 
seedcane  in  the  previous  planting  seasons. 
The  results  from  these  tests  indicated  that 
there  was  a  3  to  5  ton  yield  reduction  in 
the  non-clipped  plots.  Also  in  2007  a 
comparison  of  clipped  and  non-clipped  L 
97-128  regrowth  suggested  that  there  was 
a  3-ton  increase  for  the  clipped  plots. 
HoCP  96-540  is  slow  to  establish  initial 
stands  in  the  spring  and  anything  that 
delays  540 's  early  establishment  of  stands 
causes  a  reduction  in  its  total  population. 
Because  HoCP  96-540  is  a  low  population/ 
hi  stalk  weight  variety,  the  slightest 
reduction  in  its  population  can  greatly 
affect  its  tonnage.  This  data  is  not  available 
for  the  new  varieties  because  of  limited 
grower  acreage  and  the  mild  winter  of 
2008. 

Operation  costs  are  estimated  to  be  $10- 
$12  per  acre  to  pass  one  acre  with  three- 
row  equipment.  HoCP  96-540  now 
occupies  more  than  50%  of  the  state's 
acreage,  and  data  from  other  years  suggest 
that  not  clipping  HoCP  96-540  results  in 
yield  losses  of  3  to  5  tons.  Removing  the 
freeze-killed  growth  in  this  variety  will 
certainly  pay  for  itself.  With  today's  high 


input  costs,  all  production  practices  must  be 
looked  at  for  cost  and  return. 

Atrazine  Use  in  Louisiana's  Sugar  Cane 
Fields 

For  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry, 
problems  with  atrazine  runoff  are  much 
more  likely  in  those  years  when  we  have  a 
wet  harvest  and  fields  are  badly  rutted. 
Because  of  the  ruts,  ground  rigs  cannot  get 
into  many  fields  to  apply  herbicides  and 
growers  are  forced  to  turn  to  aerial 
application  of  their  atrazine.  When  applied 
by  air  a  higher  broadcast  rate  is  used  and 
more  non-crop  area  (row  middles  and 
headlands)  will  be  sprayed.  When 
chemicals  are  applied  to  these  areas,  it  is 
more  likely  to  result  in  higher  runoff  rates 
than  when  applied  to  cropping  area  only. 

In  the  MOA  between  the  EPA  and 
Syngenta,  tolerance  levels  were  established 
for  the  amount  of  atrazine  that  will  be  legally 
allowed  in  the  Upper  Terrebonne  Drainage 
Basin.  The  key  to  the  success  for  any 
mitigation  plan  is  education.  The  task  of 
developing  the  BMPs  and  then  getting  this 
information  to  growers  was  given  to  the 
LSU  AgCenter  and  the  Extension  Service. 
The  AgCenter  in  conjunction  with  the  Upper 
Terrebonne  Stakeholders  Group  developed 
a  six  step  voluntary  BMP  plan  to  aid  in  the 
reduction  of  atrazine  in  runoff  water  that 
goes  into  the  Basin. 

Six  mitigation  actions  recommended  by 
the  LSU  AgCenter  for  the  effective  use  of 
atrazine  in  sugarcane  are  as  follows: 

1 .  Do  not  use  more  than  is  recommended 
for  a  particular  application.  Individual 
application  rates  should  not  exceed 
more  than  2  lbs.  active  ingredient  per 
acre  when  applied  on  a  band  (2  quarts 
of  4L  formulation  or  2.22  lbs.  of  90% 
dry  formulation  applied  for  example  on 
a  36  inch  band  on  a  72  inch  row). 
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2.  Do  not  apply  atrazine  to  a  wet  soil 
surface  where  potential  for  runoff 
would  be  great.  A  drier  soil  that  is 
worked  will  absorb  more  atrazine. 
Once  atrazine  is  in  the  soil,  runoff 
potential  decreases.  Most  atrazine 
that  leaves  a  field  does  so  in  the  first 
rainfall  event  following  application 
that  is  sufficient  to  cause  water 
runoff. 

3.  Do  not  apply  atrazine  to  non-crop 
areas  around  fields  (ditches  and 
headlands)  since  application  to 
these  areas  will  increase  the 
likelihood  of  runoff. 

4.  Use  alternative  herbicides  where 
practical.  Winter  weeds  can  be 
controlled  with  Gramoxone,  Boa, 
Weedmaster,  Brash,  Kambamaster, 
or  a  2,4-D  formulation.  Herbicides 
to  include  DuPont  K4,  Direx, 
Karmex,  Sencor,  Sinbar,  or  Spartan 


6. 


can  provide  control  of  both  emerged 
weeds  and  those  that  will  emerge 
later. 

Atrazine  is  effective  on  morning 
glories  or  tie- vines.  These  weeds 
generally  are  most  prevalent  in 
fields  after  layby  suggesting  that  for 
most  efficient  control  of  tie-vines 
atrazine  application  should  be 
delayed  until  layby  or  later  in  the 
season  as  tie-vines  emerge.  Other 
herbicides  are  as  effective  as  or 
more  effective  than  atrazine. 
Avoid  broadcast  application  of 
atrazine  if  a  banded  application  will 
suffice.  Weeds  growing  in  the 
middles  are  usually  destroyed  by 
cultivation.  Broadcast  application 
of  atrazine  prior  to  layby  provides 
little  additional  weed  control  when 
compared  with  a  banded 
application. 


Complete  Military 
Axles  with  Brakes 


$550 


Made  in  the 
U.S.A! 


Install  an  entire  axle  for 
the  cost  of  a  brake  job  - 
low  mileage    •     like  new 
We  have  Axle  Parts  TOO! 
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Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 


We    have    the    best    TIRES 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
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Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
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Growers  and  Refiners,  Inc. 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

Date:          February  25,  2010 

Day:          Thursday 

Time:         Early  Registration  at  9:00  a.m. 
Meeting  to  Begin  at  10:30  a.m. 

Place:        West  Baton  Rouge  Conference 
Center 

Address:    2750  North  Westport  Drive 
Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

SUGAR  Growers  and  Refiners,  Inc 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Evaluating  Plowout  Decisions  on  Older  Stubble 


An  important  farm  planning  decision 
to  be  made  on  sugarcane  farms  this 
time  of  year  is  whether  to  keep  older 
stubble  in  production  for  another  year  or 
plow  it  out  for  replanting.  Although  keeping 
older  stubble  in  production  does  spread  out 
planting  costs  over  more  acres  and  increase 
the  percent  of  farm  acres  harvested  for  sugar, 
it  also  reduces  the  sugar  yield  per  harvested 
acre. 

The  adoption  of  variety  LCP  85-384 
allowed  the  expansion  of  the  typical 
sugarcane  crop  cycle  out  to  harvest  of  a  third 


stubble  crop  for  many  farms  in  the  state. 
However,  as  farms  have  been  phasing  out 
of  LCP  85-384  over  the  past  few  years,  the 
percent  of  older  stubble  kept  in  production 
has  been  declining.  Over  the  past  three 
years,  only  10%-11%  of  sugarcane  acreage 
in  the  state  was  in  third  and  older  stubble. 
Keeping  older  stubble  in  production, 
versus  plowing  it  out,  impacts  total  farm 
acreage  as  well  as  whole  farms  costs  and 
returns  in  several  ways.  Although  the 
general  goal  is  to  maximize  net  returns  over 
the  entire  farming  operation,  consideration 


Distribution  of  Statewide  Sugarcane  Acreage  by  Crop  Age,  2000-2009 

Crop  year 

Percent  of  Sugarcane  Acreage  by  Crop  Age 

Plant  cane 

1st  stubble 

2nd  stubble 

3rd  stubble 

2000 

27.8% 

29.5% 

25.2% 

1            17.5% 

2001 

23.6% 

28.8% 

28.5% 

19.1% 

2002 

25.7% 

25.7% 

26.6% 

22.0% 

2003 

23.7% 

24.6% 

24.8% 

26.9% 

2004 

27.3% 

25.7% 

24.3% 

22.7% 

2005 

29.6% 

27.5% 

22.9% 

20.0% 

2006 

29.8% 

28.4% 

25.1% 

16.7% 

2007 

31.3% 

30.3% 

27.3% 

11.1% 

2008 

31.2% 

31.9% 

26.9% 

10.0% 

2009 

27.8% 

31.9% 

29.5% 

10.8% 

Source:  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Variety  Survey,  LSU  Agricultural  Center 

17 


should  be  taken  for  yield  and  production/ 
harvest  cost  differences  due  to  soil  type. 
Understanding  these  relationships  and  using 
accurate  projections  of  yields  and 
production  costs  allows  growers  to  make 
better  and  much  more  informed  decisions 
regarding  production  potential  of  older 
stubble. 

In  a  rotation  through  second  stubble, 
whole  farm  total  acreage  will  generally  be 
allocated  as  25.0%  to  fallow/plant,  4.9% 
harvested  for  seed  (6.6%  of  harvested  cane 
acreage)  and  70.1%  harvested  for  sugar. 
Extending  the  crop  cycle  to  harvest  of  a  third 
stubble  crop  on  a  routine  basis  changes  these 
whole  farm  total  acreage  allocations  to 
20.0%  fallow/plant,  3.9%  harvested  for  seed 
(4.9%  of  harvested  cane  acreage)  and  76. 1% 
harvested  for  sugar.  These  acreage 
allocations  are  based  upon  the  expansion  of 
both  the  plant  cane  and  first  stubble  crops 
of  cultured  seed  cane  for  seed. 

Keeping  older  stubble  in  production 
means  less  acres  are  being  planted  each  year. 
This  lowers  whole  farm  expenses  for  seed 
cane  purchase,  fallow  field  operations  and 
planting.  Keeping  older  stubble  also  means 
more  sugarcane  acres  in  production  each 
year.  This  increases  whole  farm  expenses 
for  cultural  practices  (fertilizer,  herbicides, 
etc.)  and  harvest.  Although  total  farm  gross 
revenue  will  generally  increase  due  to  more 
acres  being  harvested  for  sugar,  the  average 
gross  revenue  per  harvested  acre  will  be  less 
resulting  from  a  lower  sugar  yield  per 
harvested  acre  across  the  entire  farm. 

A  sugarcane  economics  research  project 
currently  being  conducted  by  the  LSU 
AgCenter  is  attempting  to  identify  a  decision 
rule  which  can  be  used  by  producers  to 
determine  the  breakeven  sugar  per  acre  yield 
of  third  stubble,  to  aid  in  making  plowout 
decisions,  and  to  evaluate  how  various 
factors  affect  this  decision  rule,  including 


yield  level,  raw  sugar  market  price, H 
production  costs,  land  crop  share  and  other] 
factors.  Preliminary  results  indicate  that: 
breakeven  yields  for  third  stubble  are  in  the 
general  range  of  75%  to  78%  of  the  simple 
average  of  plant  cane  through  second 
stubble  sugar  yields  per  harvested  acre. 

For  example,  suppose  expected  yields  for 
plant  cane,  first  and  second  stubble  crops 
on  a  farm  were  7,500  lbs/acre,  7,125  lbs/ 
acre,  and  6,225  lbs/acre.  Breakeven  yields 
for  keeping  a  third  stubble  crop  would  be 
expected  to  be  somewhere  in  the  range  of 
5,200  to  5,400  lbs/acre.  Third  stubble  yields 
in  this  range  would  result  in  the  same  total 
farm  net  returns  as  harvest  through  only  a  i 
second  stubble  crop. 

Initial  research  results  also  indicates  that 
this  75%  to  78%  breakeven  yield  level  holds 
true  for  a  range  of  sugar  yields  and  raw  sugar 
market  prices.  As  a  result,  farms  with  higher 
plant  cane  through  second  stubble  yields 
would  have  a  higher  breakeven  yield  for 
third  stubble.  Planting  ratios  and 
production/harvest  costs,  possibly  related  to 
soil  type,  would  be  expected  to  have  an 
influence  on  this  breakeven  yield  percentage 
level. 

In  order  to  make  the  best  decision  on 
whether  to  keep  older  stubble  in  production 
or  plow  it  out,  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
expected  yields  and  production/harvest  costs 
is  required.  A  useful  spreadsheet  based 
decision  tool  which  makes  this  type  of 
decision  analysis  relatively  easy  is  the 
Projected  Sugarcane  Farm  Costs  and 
Returns  Model  put  out  by  the  LSU  AgCenter 
as  a  companion  aid  with  the  projected 
sugarcane  production  cost  report.  This 
information  is  available  on  the  LSU 
AgCenter's  sugarcane  economics  web  page 
under:  www.lsuagcenter.com/en/ 

c  rop  s  _livestoc  k/c  rop  s/s  ugarcane/ 
economics. 
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M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL  OR  NO  DEAL" 


New  Tapered 
Timken  Style  Bearings 
Available 


A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will  cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

TIME  PERIOD  THAN  A  3  ROW.  THE  FUEL  AND  LABOR  SAVINGS 
COULD  BE  AS  MUCH  AS  $2.00  OR  MORE  PER  ACRE. 


fl& 


Bush  Hog®  TOUGH 


BUSH  HOG®  TOUGH  FEATURES 

TOUGH  10  Gauge  Deck  Construction 

TOUGH  7  Gauge  Steel  Strongbacks 

TOUGH  v*  Inch  Sidebands 

TOUGH  Spring  Shock  Absorbers  On  Each  Axle  Arm 

TOUGH  Heavy  Duty  Axles 

TOUGH  Powder  Coat  Paint 


AVAILABLE  2010  -  SUPPLIES  LIMITED 


IMCIA/  *J  &  SUGARCANE  CALTIVATOR  PARTS  AVAILABLE*  luclAf 
IMCVV         *NEW  FOR  2010  J  DGREASABLE  BEARINGS*        IMCVV 
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205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management 

Guidelines  for  Sugarcane 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5,  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although  these 
guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that  burning 
operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  possible  in 
order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their  impact  on  the 
public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 
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Kleentek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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PRO  AG 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans       Equipment  Loans 


PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc.  Refinance  /  Restructure 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax  Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 

cd.proag@charterinternet.com  Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


Try  the  Classifieds  in 
The  Sugar  Bulletin 


It  Really  Works ! 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 


'99  Komatsu  200-Track  Hoe  with 
2  buckets;  '93  Austoft  Cane 
Combine,  new  -  com.  eng.;  2  Side 
Dump  (billet)  Road  Trailers.  Call 
Tommy  at  318-452-7945  orByrns 
at  318-452-5373. 

John  Deere  75 10  High  Crop,  6400 
Mudder,  2955  Mudder,  John 
Deere  4  row  marker,  Sunco  Trash 
Tiger,  300  gal.  3-point  spray  rig, 
Model  4215  bushog  shredder, 
John  Deere  3  row  subsoiler, 
clamp-on  duals  by  inverferth  for 
42"  rims,  Transloader  mounted  on 
76  Ford  truck  frame.  Contact 
Kenny  at  337-540-4467  or  337- 
734_4467. 


^  IJJ 

b  O  o 

< 

_i 

CO 

LL   1—   < 

O  <  H 

CrNW 

Q 

d 

Z 

IZ? 

< 

h- 

z  <  Q- 

Q_ 

O 
JO 

^ 

O0  (j) 
Z  DC  Z* 

o3 

DC 

LU 

Q_ 

Oi 

a> 

c 

in 

€ 

X 

Li] 

*3    £» 

i/i    !*>          CO 

•  -  -9       oo 

73 

OJDp 

00 

3 

Jf  -2  -1  ^ 

?  ?  1  a 

«8  s  g  g  . 

© 

<U 
C 

'pot- 

|   rt    < 

fa    §*  * 

o 

o 
U 

w  T-  5  q: 

n*-*  g 

w  h-  rj  m 

S)ffi  § 

00 
CO 

3        .    "O 

Q 

GO    PJ     o 

H 
13 

o>   ^   rti 

-o 

X!    o    & 

H  <n  H 

< 

•"4 

3 


v__>f  V^-^|    ■• 


;    fllEN" 


th 


man 

V— /you  con  trust,  and  pronounce. 


Th«r»'»  j«*s.r  o**e-  in9t«di««i'  lr*  real     all-r>ahu«ol  sugar;  root     ollnotuto)  iugoi 

•      ,  i  I    ■  i,  I    m:     •     ,    .  :|-     ,  ,.  .-.     t  '-■•     I-   •    1-  |  '  I 


^U&*&^ 


IHE  SUGAR  BU 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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AGRICULTURE 


337-845-5080 


Maintenance  Matters! 


Good  offseason  maintenance  saves 
$$  during  the  harvest. 


Case  Austoft  Cane 

Combines:  Sales,  Parts 

and  Service. 


Service  for  all  brands 

wholestalk  cutters,  loaders,  and 

combines. 


Kleentek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  In  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 
It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 
At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


fly- 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
(985)  446-9450 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Joint  Meeting  a  Big  Success 


Tfie  Eighty- seventh  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  was 
held  on  Tuesday,  February  2,  2010  at 
the  Hilton  Hotel  in  Lafayette  in  conjunction 
with  the  annual  meeting  of  American  Society 
of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists.  As  is 
customary  a  slate  of  directors  were  elected 
to  serve  on  the  League's  board  for  the 
coming  year. 

Daniel  Viator  and  Lawrence  Levert,  two 
long-serving  directors,  have  opted  to  end 
their  service  on  the  board  following  their 
retirement  from  their  farm  operations.  Both 
were  recognized  for  their  contributions  of 
their  time  and  leadership  to  the  League, 
serving  and  chairing  key  committees. 

The  directors  elected  to  replace  them  are 
Todd  Landry  from  Loreauville  and  Edward 
"Charlie"  Levert  from  St.  Martinville.  We 
are  excited  to  have  these  two  new  directors 
on  board  and  look  forward  to  utilizing  their 
talents  for  the  betterment  of  Louisiana's 
sugarcane  farmers  and  millers.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  new  board  was  held 
immediately  following  the  annual  meeting, 
and  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Greg 
Nolan,  President,  Thibodaux;  Wallace 
Ellender,  Vice-President,  Bourg;  Michael 


Melancon,  Treasurer,  Breaux  Bridge;  and 
Mike  Daigle,  Secretary,  Belle  Rose. 


Wallace  Ellender,  Vice-President  and 
Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III 


Jim  Simon,  General  Manager;  Greg  Nolan, 
President;  Wallace  Ellender,  Vice-President 
and  Daniel  Viator 


President's  Award 

League  President  Greg  Nolan  honored  Dr. 
Harold  Birkett  with  the  President's  award 
which  is  given  to  recognize  outstanding 
service  to  our  industry. 

Dr.  Birkett  has  over  45  years  of  sugar, 
ethanol  and  sugar  by-products  experience. 
He  holds  a  B.S.,  M.S.  and  Ph.D.  in  Chemical 
Engineering  and  is  a  Registered  Professional 
Engineer  in  Louisiana.  Harold  Birkett  was 
born  in  New  Amsterdam,  Guyana  and  is  one 
of  five  siblings.  He  received  his  high  school 
education  at  Harrison  College,  Barbados, 
and  at  Queen's  College  in  Guyana.  He 
attended  Louisiana  State  University  from 
1960  to  1964,  receiving  the  B.S.  degree  in 
Chemical  Engineering  in  1964.  After 
working  four  years  in  the  Louisiana  and 
Guyana  sugar  industries,  he  returned  to 
Louisiana  State  University  to  complete  his 
M.S.  degree  in  Chemical  Engineering  in 
1971  and  his  Ph.D.  degree  in  Chemical 
Engineering  in  1977. 

Harold  is  a  Chief  Process  Design  Engineer 
and  Process  Specialist  for  Schaffer  & 


Associates  for  the  past  33  years.  He  has! 
developed  computerized  material  and  energy  j 
programs  for  the  sugar  and  process  industries 
that  facilitate  the  design  of  plants  and  the 
analysis  of  factory  operation  and  laboratory 
reports.  He  is  a  part-time  Associate 
Professor  of  Sugar  Technology  at  Audubon 
Sugar  Institute,  Louisiana  State  University. 
He  was  formerly  Process  Manager  in  sugar 
factories  and  ethanol  facilities  in  Guyana  and 
USA.  He  is  a  member  and  past  president  of 
the  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  and  the  author  of  over  50 
publications. 

He  is  an  honorary  member  of  ASSCT,  has 
received  the  ASSCT  best  paper  award  in 
1997  &  2006.  He  was  the  first  recipient  of 
John  J  Seip  award,  as  well  as  a  recipient  of 
St.  James  Parish  Outstanding  Service  Award. 

He  is  married  to  Patricia  DeLee  Birkett 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Jacquelyn. 
Congratulations  to  Dr.  Birkett  on  receiving 
the  2010  President's  Award. 


Jim  Simon,  General  Manager;  Dr.  Harold  Birkett,  2010 
President's  Award  Recipient;  and  Greg  Nolan,  President 


General  Manager's  Remarks 

In  my  remarks  I  made  note  of  two 
indicators  that  bode  well  for  the  long-term 
outlook  for  our  industry. 

First,  the  industry  is  quickly  moving  more 
toward  vertical  integration  by  getting  into 
the  raw  sugar  refining  business.  This  is 
indeed  positive  as  this  business  model  should 
allow  our  growers  to  capture  more  of  what 
the  consumer  spends  on  sugar  and  sugar 
sweetened  products.  What  is  most 
encouraging  about  these  ventures  is,  lenders 
are  showing  confidence  in  our  industry  as 
they're  stepping  up  to  provide  financing  for 
these  ventures. 

Second,  attracting  new  talent  is  the 
lifeblood  of  any  industry.  Bright  young 
farmers  are  stepping  up  and  moving  into  the 
forefront  of  Louisiana's  sugar  businesses.  Of 
the  22  grower  members  on  our  board,  14 
have  joined  the  board  within  the  last  4  years. 
We  must  foster  this  new  young  talent  and 
provide  this  farmer  with  a  clear  path  to  enjoy 
the  economic  benefits  of  their  efforts. 

Then,  I  discussed  the  recently  completed 
crop.    It  was  certainly  a  very  difficult  and 


expensive  harvest,  but  with  higher  raw  sugar 
prices  most  everyone  is  feeling  good  about 
the  current  situation  and  even  better  about 
our  outlook. 

Finally,  I  encouraged  everyone  to  take 
time  with  your  families  and  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  your  labor.  After  some  time  to  rest  and 
relax,  begin  to  plan  for  the  future  utilizing 
the  knowledge  and  experience  that  was 
gained  from  our  past. 

The  Annual  Meeting  concluded  with  the 
Inaugural  "After  Harvest  Bash."  Held  at 
Vermilionville  in  Lafayette  with  financial 
support  by  Sunshine  Equipment,  John 
Deere-Thibodaux,  Helena  Chemical, 
Honiron,  and  Factory  Sales  and  Engineering, 
the  League  hosted  over  200  friends  who 
enjoyed  a  nice  social,  complete  with  a  great 
meal  and  entertainment  by  Geno  Delafose. 
The  success  of  this  event  leaves  us  with 
anticipation  for  planning  next  year's. 

This  meeting  format  was  very  well 
received  and  plans  are  underway  to  have  an 
even  better  joint  meeting  with  ASSCT  next 
year. 
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Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


HEARNE  PLANTERS 

Will  now  be  built  by 

BREAUX'S  WELDING  SERVICE 

1371-49  South -Carencro,  LA  70520 

Contact  MIKE  BREAUX  337-288-8830 

mbdwelding@yahoo.  com 

or  DAVID  HEARNE  337-942-8180 


CLhoimiroim 


® 

ION 


Jrom  the  fieCcCto  t  fie  factory 


H  ONI  RON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Hon  iron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(S)honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


( Committed  to  ( Customer  Satisfaction 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Hope  Springs  Eternal 

Farm  Bill  Hearings  to  Begin 

USDA  WASDE  February  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Hope  springs  eternal.  Farmers, 
looking  forward  to  getting  into  their 
fields  in  the  coming  weeks,  are 
hopeful  that  raw  sugar  prices  continue  to 
hold  at  the  current  highs  long  enough  to 
offset  the  forfeiture-level  prices  that 
pervaded  a  few  short  months  ago.  The  new 
varieties  offer  hope  that  the  next  crop  will 
be  better  than  the  last.  New  and  impending 
marketing  alliances  provide  hope  that  all  of 
our  farmers  may  finally  escape  the  status  of 
captured  suppliers  to  the  refining  sector. 

But  then  there's  Washington.  Here,  users 
and  refiners  are  seeking  increases  in  the  raw 
sugar  TRQ  in  hopes  of  capturing  greater 
corporate  profits.  While  USDA  projects  that 
one  out  of  every  ten  pounds  of  sugar 
produced  this  year  will  remain  unobligated 
at  the  end  of  the  marketing  year,  when  Texas, 
Louisiana  and  many  of  the  beet  states  will 
be  harvesting  the  next  crop,  officials  are 
inundated  with  Chicken  Little  cries  for 
more,  more,  more. 

Barring  a  knee-jerk  reaction  to  those  cries, 
USDA  will  assess  the  current  market  and 
make  a  determination  on  or  after  April  1  as 


to  the  adequacy  of  supplies  in  the  current 
year.  Mexico  recently  announced  that  it 
would  be  importing  some  200,000  tons  of 
sugar  in  the  coming  weeks,  adding  to  the 
combined  supplies  of  the  two  markets,  and 
the  latest  news  of  improved  yields  in  other 
major  sugar-producing  countries  suggests 
that  the  deficits  projected  in  the  world 
market  may  be  less  than  previously 
imagined.  We  will  all  be  looking  closely  at 
the  March  supply  and  demand  estimates. 

Farm  Bill  Hearings  to  Begin 

As  mentioned  last  month,  House 
Agriculture  Committee  Chairman  Collin 
Peterson  plans  to  begin  hearings  on  the  2012 
farm  bill  in  the  next  few  weeks.  Peterson 
has  stressed  that  the  current  farm  bill  should 
not  be  reopened  and  that  these  hearings  are 
intended  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  a 
'baseline'  bill,  meaning  that  it  would  be 
designed  to  remain  within  the  spending 
parameters  assumed  in  CBO  baseline 
estimates  for  agriculture.  Operation  of  the 
current  sugar  program  is  not  expected  to  cost 
the  government  a  dime  in  the  near  or  long- 


term  estimates  because  of  higher  anticipated 
returns  in  the  marketplace  (which  reduce  the 
risk  of  forfeitures).  One  can  only  hope  that 
the  Department  will  do  nothing  to  alter  those 
estimates. 

Crop  insurance  has  been  a  heated  subject 
of  late,  with  USDA  engaging  in 
renegotiation  of  the  Standard  Reinsurance 
Agreement  with  insurers.  The  initial  offer 
by  USDA  included  an  $8  billion  reduction 
in  the  agreement,  followed  by  a  second  offer 
of  a  $6  billion  reduction.  While  the  crop 
insurance  program  has  not  been  an  effective 
safety  net  for  our  cane  farmers,  these 
negotiations  could  have  dramatic  and  drastic 
consequences  on  the  agricultural  baseline, 
which  could,  in  turn,  affect  Congress's 
ability  to  develop  an  adequate  safety  net  in 
the  2012  farm  bill. 

Nutrition  has  also  been  a  major  focus  in 
recent  weeks,  with  the  First  Lady  hosting  a 
White  House  summit  on  obesity  and  an 
interagency  group  debating  the  merits  of 
new  dietary  guidelines  that  could  have 
enormous  consequences  on  the  food 
ingredients  market.  Added  to  that  is  the 
news  that  New  York  is  considering  a  sugar 
tax  as  a  part  of  efforts  to  address  the  State's 
own  budgetary  woes  at  a  time  when  some 
have  been  promoting  a  "soda  tax"  in 
Washington.  While  nothing  has  come  from 
the  latter  effort,  we  remain  vigilant  in  the 
important  area  of  governmental  policy. 

USDA  WASDE  February  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  February  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 
report  for  sugar  supply  and  use  made  no 
changes  to  its  estimates  for  2008/09. 
Beginning  stocks  are  1,660,000  tons 
(STRV);  production  7,484,000  tons, 
including  1,397,000  tons  from  Louisiana; 
imports  3,082,000  tons,  including  1,402,000 
tons  from  Mexico;  total  supply  12,226,000 


tons;  exports  137,000  tons;  deliveries 
10,638,000  tons,  total  use  10,775,000  tons; 
ending  stocks  1,451,000  tons;  and  stocks  to 
use  ratio  at  13.5  percent. 

Domestic  production  for  2009/10  was 
increased  to  7,972,000  from  7,837,000  tons, 
with  beet  production  rising  to  4,500,000 
from  4,400,000.  Cane  production  was 
increased  to  3,472,000  tons  from  3,437,000 
tons,  with  Florida  dropping  to  1,665,000 
tons  from  1,680,000  tons  and  Louisiana 
production  increased  by  50,000  tons  to 
1,500,000  tons.  Imports  were  reduced  to 
2,157,000  tons  from  2,377,000  tons,  with 
imports  from  Mexico  falling  to  540,000  tons 
from  760,000  tons  last  month.  Total  supplies 
are  reduced  to  11,580,000  tons  from 
11,665,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  were 
unchanged  at  150,000  tons  while  deliveries 
remained  constant  at  10,375,000  tons.  Total 
use  remains  at  10,525,000  tons  and  ending 
stocks  for  September  2010  are  reduced  to 
1,055,000  tons  from  1,140,000  tons  last 
month,  resulting  in  a  stocks-to-use  ratio  of 
10  percent  versus  10.8  percent  last  month. 

USDA  left  2008/09  Mexican  estimates 
unchanged.  Mexico's  2009/10  production  is 
projected  to  fall  to  5,100,000  tons  from 
5,300,000  tons,  while  imports  remain  at 
720,000  tons  and  domestic  use  is  unchanged 
at  5,300,000  tons.  Exports  are  reduced  to 
490,000  tons  from  690,000  tons  last  month, 
leaving  ending  stocks  at  518,000  tons. 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Sunshine 

Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 


SUGAR  CANE  HIGH  DUMP  WAGON 

8-10  ton  capacity  wagon 

Walking  beam  axle  design 

Special  slide  assembly  w/abrasive  resistant  wear  pads 

Separate  hydraulic  lift  and  dump  circuits 

Heavy  duty  cylinders,  pins,  and  cylinder  mounts 

Heavy  duty  hub  assemblies 

Multi-Lube  walking  beam 

14.00x24, 12pr  tires 

—^  Adjustable  hitch 


Contact  Perry  Falcon  . 

at  225-268-2288 

Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 
to  view  our  used  equipment  inventory 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 


Sweet  crop. 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


1-o77-64o-LlAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 


www.  louisianalandbank.  com. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 
Mud,  Ruts  and  Poor  Drainage 


The  2009/2010  harvest  season  was  one 
of  the  longest  and  most  difficult 
harvest  seasons  that  most  growers  and 
processors  can  remember.  Field  conditions 
were  good  for  only  about  two  weeks  during 
the  entire  length  of  harvest.  The  two  weeks 
of  dry  weather  permitted  many  growers  to 
get  into  back  land  fields  that  would  have  been 
un-harvestable  without  the  dry  spell.  With 
about  a  quarter  of  the  crop  still  in  the  field, 
many  were  expressing  concerns  about  the 
possibility  of  a  stalk-splitting  freeze. 
Because  of  the  muddy  field  conditions 
dragging  the  end  of  harvest  well  into  2010, 
there  was  a  potential  for  the  loss  of  a  large 
amount  of  acreage.  Luckily,  when  all  the 
abandoned  blocks  of  cane  are  totaled  up, 
about  1/2  of  1%  of  the  state's  harvested 
acreage  was  left  standing  in  the  field. 
Overall,  the  total  may  not  be  that  much,  but 
with  the  cost  of  production  (even  with 
improved  price),  all  income  is  needed. 

As  fields  are  burned  to  remove  after- 
harvest  residue,  it  is  becoming  obvious  that 
quite  a  bit  of  cane  did  not  make  it  to  the  mill. 
These  taller/longer  stubble  pieces  ("chicken 


wings")  are  generally  very  high  in  sugar 
content.  If  delivered  to  the  mill  and  not  left 
in  the  field,  this  harvesting  scrap  would  have 
added  significantly  to  the  industry's  total 
sugar  production.  A  number  of  industry 
members  are  estimating  that  on  the  average 
there  may  have  been  an  additional  2  or  so 
tons  per  acre  of  cane  left  in  the  field  due  to 
muddy  harvest  conditions,  lodged  cane,  and 
the  rush  to  make  quota  each  day. 

Table  1  compares  the  2009  harvest  season 
to  the  previous  five  harvests  (2004  -  2008). 
All  members  of  the  industry  deserve  a 
generous  pat  of  the  back  for  completing  this 
trying  harvest,  let  alone  producing  such  an 
outstanding  crop  (tonnage  and  sugar 
recovery)  under  extremely  poor  conditions. 

Mud,  Ruts  and  Poor  Drainage 

At  this  writing  of  the  article  on  February 
15,  the  condition  of  the  industry's  fields  have 
changed  very  little  since  the  end  of  harvest. 
For  most,  there  was  a  short  cleanup  period, 
a  week  or  two,  and  then  their  imported 
laborers'  visas  expired  requiring  them  to 
return  to  their  homes.    In  many  fields, 


n 


Table  1.  Comparison  of  the  2009  harvest  season  to  five  previous  seasons  (2004  -  2008). 


Harvest  Days 


Year       #< 

}f  mills 

2004 

15 

2005 

13 

2006 

12 

2007 

11 

2008 

11 

Minimum  Maximum  Average 
75  95  86 

70  82  78 

73  94  89 

84  104  95 

77  93  86 


Tons  of 
Cane  (Gross) 
11.5  million 
10.4  million 
12.4  million 
13.4  million 
12.1  million 


STRV 

Sugar 
1.19  million 
1.19  million 
1.29  million 
1.48  million 
1.40  million 


2009 


11 


90 


105 


99 


14.0  million      1.45  million 


without  labor  to  dig  drains,  the  deep  ruts 
made  during  harvest  have  not  been  drained. 
As  one  travels  the  cane  belt,  there  is  much 
water  standing  both  in  the  row  furrow  and 
the  ruts  in  headlands  made  during  harvest. 
Because  of  the  frequent  rains  and  poor 
condition  of  headlands,  it  is  impossible  to 
do  a  very  large  survey  of  the  industry's  fields 
and  ascertain  what  percentage  of  water  has 
or  has  not  been  removed. 

It  is  well  documented  that  LCP  85-384 
does  not  over  winter  well  when  field  soils 
are  saturated  during  late  winter  and  early 
spring.  It  is  said  that  LCP  85-384  cannot 
stand  wet  feet.  Unfortunately,  LCP  85-384 
may  not  be  the  only  variety  that  does  not  do 
well  with  saturated  field  conditions. 

LCP  85-384  is  the  male  parent  of  both 
HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128.  These  two 
varieties  along  with  CP  79-318,  HoCP  85- 
845,  Ho  95-988,  L  99-233,  L  99-226,  and 
HoCP  00-950  were  included  in  a  flood 
tolerance  test  conducted  by  Dr.  Ryan  Viator, 
Research  Agronomist,  USDA  Sugarcane 
Research  Unit,  Houma,  LA.  Again,  for  the 
2009  harvest  these  varieties  were  harvested 
as  first  and  second  stubble  crops  after  being 
flooded  for  five  days  per  month.  The  five- 
day  flooding  period  was  applied  from 
February  through  August.  All  plots  (control 
and  flooded)  of  the  same  crop  year  were 
established  in  the  same  field.  Surface  water 
was  able  to  drain  from  the  control  (non- 
flooded)  plots  in  a  normal  manner,  while  in 
the  plots  that  were  to  be  flooded,  dykes  were 
established  within  the  water  furrow  to  retain 
water  within  a  given  plot.    Dr.  Viator  has 


presented  this  information  at  numerous 
meetings  and  included  an  informational 
table  as  an  update  to  the  Dedicated  Research 
Committee.  Tables  1  and  2  are  generated 
from  information  supplied  by  Dr.  Viator. 

In  Table  2,  the  average  yield  for  all  I 
varieties  in  first-stubble  flooded  plots  is  ; 
about  86%  of  the  average  yield  for  all  i 
varieties  in  plots  for  which  drainage  was 
maintained.  However,  in  second-stubble  the 
average  yield  of  all  varieties  in  flooded  plots 
drops  to  only  42%  of  the  second-stubble 
plots  that  were  considered  control  (drained) 
plots.  This  number  decreases  to  28%  if  CP 
79-3 1 8  and  LCP  85-845  are  not  included  in 
the  average.  The  data  indicates  that  two 
years  of  water  logged  soils/poor  drainage 
will  certainly  have  the  effect  of  greatly 
decreasing  older  stubble  yields  in  all  of  the 
major  varieties  currently  grown  here  in 
Louisiana.  Drainage  should  be  established 
in  rutted  fields  as  quickly  as  possible  after 
harvest  if  they  are  to  produce  maximum 
yields  in  older  stubble,  especially  older 
stubble  fields  of  HoCP  95-540.  In  the 
second-stubble  crop  of  all  individual 
varieties,  540's  yield  was  the  most  severely 
affected  by  standing  water  and  produced 
only  8%  of  the  yield  for  second-stubble  in 
which  drainage  was  established  and 
maintained. 

Table  3  is  another  way  to  look  at  the  same 
data.  The  table  compares  second-stubble 
yields  of  the  two  treatments  to  first  stubble 
plots.  On  the  average  when  second-stubble 
sugar  yields  of  non-flooded  plots  are 
compared  to  their  first-stubble  counterparts, 


12 


1  Table  2.  The  effects  of  periodic  flooding 

(five  days  monthly  from  February  -  August) 

on  sugar  yields  of  second-stubble  (pounds 

of  sugar  per 

acre). 

Variety 

First-stubble 

Second-stubble 

Control 

Flooded 

Flooded  as 

Control 

Flooded 

Flooded  as 

%  of  control 

%  of  control 

CP  79-3 18 

7900 

7300 

92% 

4700 

5800 

123% 

HoCP  84-845 

7000 

5400 

77% 

6900 

4000 

58% 

Ho  95-988 

6300 

5800 

92% 

6200 

2000 

32% 

HoCP  96-540 

7800 

6400 

82% 

7500 

600 

08% 

L  97-128 

7100 

6400 

90% 

7100 

2600 

37% 

L  99-233 

7000 

7000 

100% 

8300 

2000 

24% 

L  99-226 

8700 

6500 

75% 

8800 

3500 

40% 

HoCP  00-950 

9000 

7500 

83% 

10200 

1600 

16% 

Average  of  all 

7600 

6500 

86% 

7500 

2800 

42% 

Table  3.  The  effects  of  periodic  flooding  (five  days  monthly  from  February  -  August) 
on  sugar  yields  of  second  second-stubble  (pounds  of  sugar  per  acre). 


Variety 

CP  79-318 
HoCP  84-845 
Ho  95-988 
HoCP  96-540 

L 97-128 
L  99-233 
L  99-226 
HoCP  00-950 
Average  of  all 


Control  (non-flooded) 

First-  Second-  Second  as 

stubble  stubble  %  of  first 

7900  4700  59% 

7000  6900  99% 

6300  6200  98% 

7800  7500  96% 

7100  7100  100% 

7000  8300  119% 

8700  8800  101% 

9000  10200  113% 

7600  7500  98% 


Flooded 

First-  Second- 
stubble  stubble 
7300  5800 
5400  4000 
5800  2000 
6400  600 
6400  2600 
7000  2000 
6500  3500 
7500  1600 
6500          2800 


Second  as 
%  of  first 

79% 
74% 
34% 
09% 

41% 
29% 

54% 

21% 
43% 


their  yields  were  about  equal,  with  an 
average  yield  of  98%  for  all  varieties.  Once 
again,  the  same  cannot  be  said  for  the 
comparison  of  flooded  plots,  the  second  year 
of  saturated  soils  decreased  yields  by  more 
than  55%  when  a  comparison  is  made  to  the 
first,  grown  under  the  same  conditions. 
HoCP  96-540' s  intolerance  to  saturated  soils 
is  obvious  for  both  first-  and  second-stubble. 
Many  growers  are  reporting  that  the 
yields  for  HoCP  96-540  are  very  good  in 
plant  cane  and  first-stubble,  but  drops-off 
greatly  in  second  stubble,  especially  in  their 


heavy  soil  fields.  This  yield  decline  may 
be  attributable  to  HoCP  96-540' s  intolerance 
to  wet  feet.  In  second-stubble,  none  of  the 
varieties  subjected  to  saturated  soil  would 
produce  enough  sugar  per  acre  to  pay 
production  costs.  Therefore  serious  thought 
should  be  given  to  variety  placement  and 
when  setting  priorities  to  complete  drainage 
over  other  fieldwork. 

The  good  news  is  that  if  proper  drainage 
is  established  and  maintained  the  current 
varieties  will  produce  profitable  crops 
through  second  stubble. 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Maximizing  Economic  Returns  from  Fertilization 


Maximizing  the  economic  return 
from  the  use  of  crop  production 
inputs  is  highly  dependent  upon 
having  the  right  amount  of  the  input  in  the 
right  location,  with  respect  to  the  plant, 
applied  under  the  right  conditions  and  at  the 
right  time.  Inputs  applied  in  wrong  amounts 
or  at  the  wrong  time  do  not  optimize  sugar 
yields  and  wastes  money.  This  is  especially 
true  for  fertilizer.  Fertilizer  is  a  major  crop 
input  in  the  production  of  sugarcane, 
accounting  for  approximately  20%  to  25% 
of  total  farm  variable  production  costs.  This 
article  highlights  fertilizer  recommendations 
and  expected  costs  for  sugarcane  production 
in  2010. 

To  maximize  economic  returns  from 
fertilizer  application,  it  is  important  to  apply 
only  the  amount  of  fertilizer  required  and 
under  conditions  best  suited  for  nutrient 
uptake  by  the  plant.  Determining  crop 
nutrient  needs  can  be  easily  done  by  soil 
tests.  Soil  samples  can  be  collected  anytime 
before  fertilization,  but  soon  after  harvest 
is  recommended.  Availability  of  plant 
nutrients  is  best  in  a  soil  when  the  pH  is  in 
the  range  of  5.8  to  7.0.  When  the  pH  is 
outside  this  range,  much  of  nutrients  applied 
in  the  soil  will  not  be  taken  up  by  the  plant. 


Yield  decreases  can  occur  when  the  pH  falls 
below  5.5  on  silt  loam  and  sandy  soils  and 
below  5.2  on  clay  soils. 

Lime  can  be  applied  to  reduce  soil  acidity 
and  bring  the  soil  pH  back  into  the  desirable 
range.  For  best  results,  lime  should  be 
applied  in  the  fallow  year,  or  in  the  fall  or 
winter,  as  lime  takes  several  months  to  reach 
its  maximum  effectiveness. 

Nitrogen  is  a  major  plant  nutrient 
necessary  for  optimal  sugarcane  production 
in  Louisiana.  Current  recommendations  for 
nitrogen  fertilization  in  sugarcane 
production  in  Louisiana  are  shown  in  the 
table  below.  Recommended  nitrogen 
fertilization  rates  range  between  60  and  100 
pounds  on  plant  cane  and  80  to  120  pounds 
on  stubble  cane.  These  rates  are  based  on 
research  conducted  to  determine  the  optimal 
fertilization  rate  to  maximize  sugar  per  acre. 


Nitrogen  Recommendations 

Soil  type 

Plant 
cane 

Stubble 
cane 

Light  soils 
Heavy  soils 

(lbs/A) 

60-80 

80-100 

(lbs/A) 

80-100 

100-120 
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Nitrogen  fertilizer  prices  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  were  in  the  range  of  about  $0.42 
per  pound  of  nitrogen.  At  this  price,  the  cost 
of  applying  60  to  100  pounds  of  nitrogen  to 
plant  cane  would  cost  $25  to  $42  per  acre, 
excluding  application  cost.  Nitrogen  cost 
for  stubble  cane  would  range  between  $34 
and  $50  per  acre. 

Since  farm  income  is  ultimately  based  on 
sales  of  raw  sugar,  optimal  nitrogen 
fertilization  should  be  based  on  maximizing 
sugar,  not  cane,  production  per  acre. 
Increased  nitrogen  application  rates  above 
recommended  levels  may  increase  tons  of 
cane  per  acre,  but  also  decreases  sugar  per 
ton.  The  economic  implication  of  higher 
than  recommended  nitrogen  application 
rates  is  higher  fertilization  costs  per  acre  in 
return  for  an  equal  or  reduced  sugar  income 
per  acre,  thereby  reducing  net  farm  returns 
to  the  grower. 

To  maximize  dollar  of  return  per  dollar 
invested  in  nitrogen  fertilization,  timing  of 
nitrogen  application  is  also  very  important. 
Research  has  shown  that  optimal  nitrogen 
utilization  for  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  occurs 
when  it  is  applied  between  April  1  and  April 
30.  Nitrogen  fertilizer  applications  prior  to 
April  1  can  result  in  nutrient  loss  due  to 
leaching  and  denitrification.  Recent 
research  has  indicated  that  nitrogen 
applications  can  be  made  as  late  as  the  first 
part  of  May  with  no  major  impacts  on  sugar 
yield. 

Phosphorus  is  critical  in  the  early  stages 
of  sugarcane  plant  growth.  It  stimulates  root 
growth  and  is  an  important  component  of 
several  biochemicals  that  control  plant 
growth  and  development.  Application  of 
phosphorus  fertilizer  should  be  based  on  soil 
results  and  applications  are  only  necessary 
when  soils  exhibit  medium  or  lower 
phosphorus  levels.  Phosphorus  fertilizer 
prices  at  the  beginning  of  2010  were 
averaging  $0.39  per  pound  of  phosphorus. 


Phosphorus  Recommendations 

Soil  test 

Plant 

Stubble 

results 

cane 

cane 

(lbs/A) 

(lbs/A) 

Very  low 

50 

60 

Low 

45 

50 

Medium 

40 

40 

High 

0 

0 

Very  high 

0 

0 

Potassium  is  indirectly  related  to  many 
plant  cell  functions  in  sugarcane.  Potassium 
deficiency  inhibits  the  ability  of  the 
sugarcane  plant  to  use  available  water, 
making  them  more  susceptible  to  drought 
stress.  Application  of  potassium  fertilizer 
should  be  based  on  soil  results  and 
applications  are  only  necessary  when  soils 
exhibit  medium  or  lower  potassium  levels. 
Potassium  fertilizer  prices  at  the  beginning 
of  2010  were  averaging  $0.48  per  pound  of 
potassium. 


Potassium  Recommendations 

Soil  test 

Plant 

Stubble 

results 

cane 

cane 

(lbs/A) 

(lbs/A) 

Very  low 

120 

140 

Low 

110 

120 

Medium 

80 

80 

High 

0 

0 

Very  high 

0 

0 

Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 
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Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Foundation 
-  An  Inaugural  Year  - 

Kenneth  Gravois,  President 


T|he  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Foundation  was  formed  to  foster  educational  and 
stewardship  opportunities  within  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry.  Recent  changes 
to  the  federal  government's  ethics  rules  prevent  lobbying  agencies  from  hosting 
activities  such  as  congressional  staff  tours.  The  Louisiana  sugar  industry  has  a  proactive 
history  of  educating  federal  officials  who  legislate  and  manage  programs  that  directly  affect 
Louisiana's  sugarcane  growers  and  raw  sugar  processors. 

In  early  2009,  several  individuals  with  ties  to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  met  to  formulate 
a  plan  to  once  again  establish  proactive  educational  and  stewardship  activities.  To  this  end, 
the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Foundation  was  established  on  May  9, 2009  as  a  501c  (6)  nonprofit 
organization.  A  board  was  selected  that  included  Kenneth  Gravois,  President,  Glenn  Vice, 
Treasurer,  Daniel  Viator,  Secretary,  Butch  Plauche,  Ed  Reeves,  Ken  Naquin,  and  Ray  Riche' . 

The  first  goal  of  the  foundation  was  to  establish  membership.  Dues  were  set  and  75 
members  joined  the  foundation  in  2009.  Members  included  growers,  raw  sugar  processors, 
land  owners,  and  companies  who  depend  on  a  thriving  sugar  industry  to  sustain  their 
businesses.  Our  goal  is  to  increase  membership. 

Several  activities  were  undertaken  in  2009  to  achieve  the  mission  of  the  Louisiana  Sugar 
Cane  Foundation.  A  congressional  staff  tour  was  held  November  19-21,  2009.  Seven 
Louisiana  congressional  staffers  accepted  our  invitation  and  were  flown  in  to  participate. 
The  tour  opened  with  lunch  and  an  industry  overview  at  Oak  Alley  Plantation.  Afternoon 
activities  included  a  visit  to  Blackberry  Farms  in  Vacherie  and  Lafourche  Sugars  raw  sugar 
factory  in  Thibodaux.  A  large  group  evening  dinner  with  local  growers  and  processors 
ended  the  events  of  the  first  day.  On  the  second  day,  the  group  toured  the  John  Deere  - 
Thibodaux  factory  and  then  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory  Farm  in 
Schriever.  The  group  ended  the  day  with  a  tour  of  the  Domino  Sugar  Refinery  in  Chalmette. 
Mr.  Pete  Maraia  hosted  an  excellent  refinery  tour  and  reviewed  the  company's  recovery 
efforts  from  Hurricane  Katrina.  From  farm,  to  factory,  to  refinery,  the  group  was  exposed 
to  many  issues  vital  to  sustaining  a  vibrant  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  The  feedback  from 
the  group  was  positive  as  we  witnessed  the  scope  and  impact  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
on  the  local  economy. 

The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Foundation  year  ended  with  a  contribution  to  the  Lloyd  Lauden 
scholarship,  which  is  awarded  through  the  LSU  College  of  Agriculture.  Lloyd  Lauden  was 
an  agronomist  with  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  whose  passion  for  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry  was  memorialized  with  the  scholarship.  The  Foundation  also  made  a  donation 
to  Ag  in  the  Classroom,  an  educational  initiative  of  the  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau.  With  an 
ever  increasing  urban  population,  providing  agricultural  educational  opportunities  at  an 
early  age  is  vital. 
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The  Louisiana  sugar  industry  has  survived  and  thrived  for  over  two  centuries.  Our 
approach  to  promoting  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  has  not  been  passive.  The  production 
and  processing  of  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  is  unique  among  agricultural  operations.  We 
cannot  sit  on  our  hands  waiting  for  people  to  ask  about  our  industry  as  legislation  is  written 
and  programs  are  managed.  An  aggressive  approach  to  education  is  paramount  and  is  at  the 
heart  of  the  mission  of  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Foundation. 

Our  goals  for  2010  are  to  expand  the  congressional  staff  tour  and  to  continue  support  of 
other  educational  activities.  If  you  are  a  member,  thank  you  for  supporting  the  Louisiana 
Sugar  Cane  Foundation.  If  you  are  not  a  member,  please  consider  supporting  the  Foundation. 
An  application  can  be  forwarded  to  you  by  sending  a  request  for  membership  to 
lscf@bellsouth.net. 

Again,  thank  you  for  supporting  the  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Foundation. 


Seven  Congressional  Staffers  representing  our  Louisiana  delegation  join  in  on  the  1st 
Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Foundation  Congression  Staff  Tour 


/T^y]  PUPAE 

PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 
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Sugarcane  Residue  Management  Pays  Large  Dividends 

H.R  "Sonny"  Viator  and  Greg  Williams 

Iberia  Research  Station 

LSU  AgCenter 


A  study  was  initiated  in  1997  to  evaluate  the  long-term  effects  of  post-harvest  residue 
management  on  sugarcane.  Objectives  were  to  measure  the  benefits  and 
consequences  of  combine-generated  residue  retention  on  subsequent  crops  in  the 
production  cycle.  Residue  management  treatments  included  1)  pre-harvest  burning,  2) 
post-harvest  raking  residue  to  the  middles  and  3)  full  retention  of  the  residue.  Treatments 
were  established  in  the  first  stubble  crop  of  production  cycle  number  one  in  1998  and 
maintained  in  place  for  the  duration  of  three  production  cycles.  When  the  study  began 
many  fields  were  burned  prior  to  combining,  a  practice  that  is  less  frequently  used  today. 

Trash  blanket  observations: 

The  amount  of  trash  blanket  remaining  after  harvest  averaged  2.63  and  4.50  tons  of  dry 
matter/acre,  respectively,  for  the  preharvest  burned  and  non-burned  treatments.  Even  though 
the  trash  blanket  after  burning  was  only  approximately  half  of  that  of  the  non-burned  plots, 
sufficient  trash  may  have  remained  to  adversely  affect  subsequent  crops  to  some  extent. 
Although  the  higher  yielding  plant  cane  and  first  stubble  crops  tended  to  generate  the  greatest 
amount  of  residue,  exceptions  occurred  and  trash  amount  was  not  predictable.  Retention 
of  the  trash  blanket,  especially  for  the  plots  with  residue  raked  to  the  furrow  bottoms, 
resulted  in  difficulties  for  tillage  operations  and  fertilizer  applications  in  years  when  the 
residue  was  either  or  both  wet  and  plentiful.  Immobilization  of  plant  nutrients  by  the  trash 
blanket  can  occur  but  plant  tissue  samples  revealed  comparable  levels  of  N  and  P  among 
the  three  treatments,  which  indicated  that  nutrient  uptake  did  not  appear  to  be  compromised 
by  the  presence  of  the  trash  blanket.  Additional  analyses  to  detect  nutrient  recycling  are 
scheduled  to  be  conducted  this  year  to  determine  changes  in  soil  organic  matter  and  nutrient 
content  of  the  soil  and  plant. 

Effects  of  trash  blanket  retention  on  growth  and  yield: 

While  retention  of  the  trash  blanket  did  not  diminish  yield  in  all  seasons,  averaged  over 
all  the  stubble  crops  in  the  three  cycles  pre-harvest  burning  resulted  in  higher  sugar  yields 
than  both  the  raked-residue  and  the  retained  residue  management  approaches  (table  1). 
Difference  in  sugar  yield  for  the  other  treatment  comparison  was  not  significant.  It  must  be 
acknowledged,  however,  that  differences  in  measured  yield  between  the  burned  and  non- 
burned  treatments  must  factor  in  the  direct  effects  of  burning  prior  to  harvesting  as  well  as 
the  effects  of  the  retained  residue. 
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Table  1.  Influence  of  Retained  Residue  on  the  Sugar  Yields  (lb/ac)  for  Three 
Consecutive  Production  Cycles 

Residue  Management  Treatments 

Cycle  No.  1 

Burned  Standing 

Raked  to  Middles 

Retained 

First  Stubble 

8138 

8439 

7421 

Second  Stubble 

8596 

7623 

7599 

Third  Stubble 

7247 

7865 

6469 

Cycle  No.  2 

Plant  Cane 

7347 

7018 

6451 

First  Stubble 

6649 

4958 

4921 

Second  Stubble 

5791 

4595 

4807 

Cycle  No.  3 

Plant  Cane 

11695 

11722 

12200 

First  Stubble 

7493 

6734 

6944 

Second  Stubble 

7826 

6725 

6172 

Third  Stubble 

6925 

6354 

6107 

Average  with 
Plant  Cane 

7771  a1 

7203  b 

6908  b 

Average  without 
Plant  Cane 

7333  a1 

6662  b 

6305  b 

1  =  means  in  rows  sharing  a  common  letter  are  not  significantly  different  (P  =  0.10) 

The  adverse  effects  of  residue  retention  appeared  to  be  cumulative  within  cycles,  with 
the  most  debilitating  effects  occurring  in  the  older  stubble  crops.  The  chart  below  graphically 
shows  that,  by  the  last  stubble  crop  in  each  of  the  three  cycles,  the  stalk  population  for  the 
cane  with  the  retained  trash  blanket  possessed  the  lowest  number  of  stalks. 
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The  magnitude  of  the  yield  advantage  of  burning  over  retaining  the  residue  is  noteworthy 
because  the  cumulative  total  is  tantamount  to  getting  an  extra  crop  (over  8,000 pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  when  totaled  over  the  three  production  cycles).  The  good  news  about  the 
trash  blanket  is  that  the  negative  effects  of  retaining  it  did  not  carryover  through  the  fallow 
period  to  subsequent  production  cycles,  as  indicated  by  the  relatively  high  yields  of  the 
plant  cane  crops  (note  the  high  cycle  3  plant  cane  yield  for  the  retained  residue  in  table  1). 

With  tight  profit  margins  and  few  viable  alternatives,  growers  will  continue  to  burn. 
Hopefully,  one  day  growers  will  be  able  to  strike  a  harmonious  balance  between  the  pursuit 
of  maximum  yield  and  environmental  concerns,  either  through  the  utilization  of  residue- 
tolerant  varieties  or  employment  of  a  system  that  retains  some  residue  to  reduce  runoff, 
enhance  soil  fertility  and  provide  for  long-term  sustainability.  Until  then  growers  must 
adhere  to  the  prescribed  burning  procedures,  which  is  a  BMP  that  encourages  growers  to 
use  proven  guidelines  to  manage  smoke  and  large  particulates. 
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The  Sugar  Bulletin 

It  Really  Works ! 


Complete  Military 
Axles  with  Brakes 


$550 


Made  in  the 
U.S.A! 


Install  an  entire  axle  for 
the  cost  of  a  brake  job  - 
low  mileage    •     like  new 
We  have  Axle  Parts  TOO! 


Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 


We    have    the    best    TIRES 


TJC 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
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FOR  SALE 

3-Quality,  4  cylinder,  wagons  - 
$20,000  each.  Contact  Price  at  225- 

718-1771. 

'99  Komatsu  200-Track  Hoe  with  2 
buckets;  k93  Austoft  Cane  Combine, 
new  -  com.  eng.;  2  Side  Dump  (billet) 
Road  Trailers.  Call  Tommy  at  318- 
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John  Deere  7510  High  Crop,  6400 
Mudder,  2955  Mudder,  John  Deere 
4  row  marker,  Sunco  Trash  Tiger,  300 
gal.  3-point  spray  rig,  Model  4215 
bushog  shredder,  John  Deere  3  row 
subsoiler,  clamp-on  duals  by 
inverferth  for  42"  rims,  Transloader 
mounted  on  76  Ford  truck  frame. 
Contact  Kenny  at  337-540-4467  or 
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"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


Rodney's  Welding  SetviCe 

Fabricating  and  Repairing  Sugarcane  Equipment 


Shop: 


780  East  Main  St. 
985-532-5746 


Lockport,  LA 
Cell:   985-209-1192 
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Ronald  "Possum"  Guillotte,  Jr. 
October  22,  1049  -  March  15,  2010 


A  native  and  resident  of  Jeanerette,  Mr. Guillotte  passed  away  Monday,  March 
15,  2010  at  10:24AM.  Mr.  Guillotte  received  his  degree  in  Chemical  Engineering 
from  the  University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  in  1971.  He  began  employment  at 
St.  Mary  Sugar  Cooperative  in  1972,  working  in  the  laboratory.  In  1973  he  was 
appointed  as  the  Chief  Chemist,  and  in  1974  was  promoted  to  Assistant  Fabrication 
Superintendent.  May  1, 1981  Mr.  Guillotte  was  appointed  to  Chief  Engineer,  and  on 
November  22, 2000  he  became  the  General  Manager  of  St.  Mary  Sugar  Cooperative 
Inc.  Mr.  Guillotte  was  a  member  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Parish  Council  and  was 
an  avid  golfer.  He  served  as  a  Board  Member  of  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
(ASCL),  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologies  (ASSCT),  SUGAR  Growers 
and  Refiners,  Inc.  and  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Products,  Inc.  (LSCPI).  He  was  currently 
serving  on  the  ASCL  State  Legislative  Committee,  the  Processor  Committee  and 
has  in  the  past  served  on  the  Finance,  Dedicated  Research,  Political  Action  and 
National  Legislative  committees. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Monica  Hebert  Guillotte  of  Jeanerette;  two  sons,  Jeff 
Guillotte  of  Lafayette  and  Victor  Guillotte  of  Jeanerette;  his  father  Ronald  J.  Guillot, 
Sr.  an  uncle,  L.C.  "Buddy"  Clement  and  wife  Gail,  an  aunt,  Shirley  Jean  Clement 
and  his  father-  in-law  and  mother-  in-law,  Ronald  and  Romona  Comeaux  Hebert,  all 
of  Jeanerette. 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


1-877-64 8-LAND  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 


www.louisianalandbank.com. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Our  Message  in  Washington 


As  our  cane  farmers  get  out  of  their 
shops  and  begin  spring  field  work 
we  are  keeping  our  eyes  on 
Washington  and  making  sure  lawmakers  and 
administrators  understand  exactly  how  their 
I  decisions  affect  Louisiana's  $2  billion  sugar 
industry.  Cane  farmers  Wallace  Ellender  and 
Joel  Landry  accompanied  Jack  Pettus  and  I 
on  a  mid-March  trip  to  Capitol  Hill  and  the 
U.S.D.A.  in  Washington.  Following  is  the 
text  of  a  letter  we  sent  to  U.S.D.A.  Secretary 
Tom  Vilsack.  It  served  as  the  foundation  and 
primary  focus  of  our  meetings. 

On  behalf  of  the  sugarcane  farmers  and 
processors  of  Louisiana,  lam  writing  to  you 
regarding  the  upcoming  review  of  the 
i  domestic  sugar  market  mandated  in  the  2008 
farm  bill.  First,  I  would  like  to  express  our 
appreciation  to  you  and  your  hard-working 
staff  in  resisting  calls  for  early  action  and 
i  allowing  the  farm  bill  process  to  continue 
as  intended.  For  too  long,  our  growers  have 
been  pummeled  by  reactionary  actions  by 
previous  administrations  that  effectively  kept 
the  domestic  market  in  a  perpetual  over- 
supply  situation  year  after  year. 

As  you  begin  the  process  of  reviewing  the 
market  situation  ahead  of  April  1,  the  earliest 
date  on  which  a  TRQ  increase  can  be 
considered  absent  an  emergency  supply 
disruption,  we  know  that  the  supply  and 


demand  estimates  from  the  March  10 
WASDE  will  be  a  vital  tool  in  your 
considerations.  The  Department  's  estimates 
indicate  that  fully  ten  percent  of  the 
production  from  this  year's  crop  will  remain 
unobligated  when  the  new  marketing  year 
begins  on  October  1,  2010.  Thus,  in  addition 
to  the  sugar  that  has  been  purchased,  utilized 
or  warehoused  by  users  and  the  sugar  that 
will  already  be  on  grocery  shelves  for 
commercial  sales  on  October  1,  fully  10 
percent  of  this  year's  crop  will  be  sitting  in 
warehouses  awaiting  a  buyer  when  the  new 
marketing  year  begins.  In  simpler  terms,  one 
out  of  every  10  pounds  of  sugar  entering  the 
US  market  this  year  will  still  be  available  to 
enter  the  pipeline  on  that  date. 

The  Louisiana  producers  of  raw  sugar  will 
already  be  harvesting  and  producing  raw 
sugar  from  the  current  crop  on  that  date,  as 
will  raw  sugar  producers  in  Texas  and 
refined  sugar  producers  in  many  of  the  beet 
states.  USDA  will  also  be  announcing 
another  TRQ  equivalent  to  our  trade 
commitments  [raw  sugar  -  1,231,497  short 
tons,  refined  and  specialty  sugar  -  99,251 
short  tons  (raw  value)]  and  that  sugar  can 
be  made  available  on  or  after  October  1. 
Should  weather-related  disruptions  occur 
during  the  autumn  harvest  season,  the 
geographic  dispersal  of  sugar  production, 


from  southern  coastal  regions  to  northern 
border  states  and  beyond,  will  ensure  that 
sugar  supplies  will  be  more  than  adequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  industry  during  the  fall 
and  winter  months.  If  a  major,  catastrophic 
event  should  occur  at  that  time,  the 
emergency  authority  provided  in  the  farm 
bill  would  allow  you  to  increase  imports  to 
address  any  short-term  disruptions  at  that 
time. 

We  recognize  that  Mexican  production  is 
a  new  variable  to  be  considered  in  the 
hemispheric  market  created  by  NAFTA  and 
we  have  worked  with  Congress,  the 
Administration  and  our  Mexican 
counterparts  to  improve  the  accuracy  of  the 
data  needed  to  lessen  the  uncertainty 
surrounding  that  variable.  While  more  work 
is  required,  we  note  that  the  March  WASDE 
projections  indicate  that  ending  stocks  in 
Mexico  have  doubled  from  the  February 


WASDE  estimates.  If  world  prices  continue 
to  fall,  as  a  result  of  improving  estimates 
from  major  producers  such  as  Thailand  and 
Brazil,  it  is  conceivable  that  Mexico  will  opt 
to  increase  exports  to  the  US  rather  than  to\ 
build  stocks  in  the  coming  months.  This 
would,  of  course,  increase  ending  sugar 
supplies  in  the  U.S.  and  force  more  of  our 
currently  available  crop  to  the  wayside, 
increasing  the  amount  of  sugar  unobligated 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Our  reading  of  the  current  market 
situation  suggests  that  the  market  is 
adequately  supplied  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  We  respectfully  urge  you  to  resist  calls 
for  more  imports  that  will  push  raw  sugar 
prices  back  toward  forfeiture  levels  and 
return  the  US  market  to  the  oversupply 
situation  that  has  made  forfeitures  a  constant 
concern  for  most  of  the  past  decade  or  more. 


Complete  Military 
Axles  with  Brakes 


$550 


Made  in  the 
V.S.A! 


Install  an  entire  axle  for 
the  cost  of  a  brake  job  - 
low  mileage  •  like  new 
We  have  Axle  Parts  TOO! 


Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 
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■    We    have    the    best    TIRES 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 
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Trade  Talks  Simmer 

Quota  Decision  Near 

Appropriation  Committees  Begin  Work 

USDA  WASDE  March  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Indications  from  Geneva  are  that  the 
Doha  Round  of  WTO  trade  talks 
continue  to  simmer,  with  little  progress 
coming  from  the  recent  round  of 
discussions.  Meanwhile,  the  Obama 
Administration's  call  for  a  Trans-Pacific 
Partnership  has  raised  warning  flags  among 
many  agricultural  producers  fearing  that 
Australia,  New  Zealand  and  others  may 
attempt  to  reopen  bilateral  agreements  with 
the  US  to  put  sugar,  dairy  and  other 
commodities  back  on  the  table. 

The  decision  of  Rep.  Charlie  Rangel  (D- 
NY)  to  step  down  from  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  Chair  has  resulted  in  the 
elevation  of  Rep.  Sander  Levin  (D-MI)  to 
the  helm  of  this  vital  committee.  Levin  has 
been  a  long-time  skeptic  of  trade 
agreements,  generally  focusing  on  the 
failure  to  ensure  that  labor  rights  are 
improved  as  a  part  of  expanding  trade. 
Levin  passes  the  gavel  for  the  trade 


subcommittee  to  Rep.  John  Tanner  (D-TN), 
who  is  retiring  at  the  end  of  this  year. 

On  the  Mexico  front,  the  two 
governments  continue  to  discuss  the  joint 
recommendations  put  forward  by  the  US 
and  Mexican  sugar  industry.  The  DC  sugar 
representatives  met  with  Undersecretary 
Miller  in  mid-March  to  gauge  progress  and 
to  answer  any  questions  that  may  have 
arisen  in  those  talks. 

Secretary  Miller  used  the  meeting  to 
clarify  his  recent  remarks  regarding  a 
possible  change  in  sugar  policy.  Miller 
indicated  that  the  Department  is  concerned 
that  a  disruption  in  US  raw  sugar  refining, 
such  as  the  explosion  that  put  Savannah  off 
line  for  over  a  year,  could  result  in  a  need 
to  bring  "real"  refined  sugar  into  the  US  to 
fill  a  short-term  gap.  You  may  recall  that 
then-UnderSecretary  Mark  Keenum  sought 
unsuccessfully  to  add  specifications  for 
refined  imports  in  2008  to  limit  the  impact 


on  raw  prices.  The  current  discussions  are  a 
continuation  of  that  effort. 

Another  trade-related  issue  to  keep  an  eye 
on  is  the  impending  imposition  of  a 
retaliation  list  from  Brazil  related  to  the 
WTO  cotton  case.  While  sugar  is  unlikely 
to  be  directly  affected,  a  broad-spectrum 
retaliation  list  could  involve  other  affected 
sectors  in  an  effort  to  resolve  the  cotton  issue. 

Quota  Decision  Near 

USDA  is  currently  reviewing  market 
conditions  to  determine  whether  additional 
imports  will  be  needed  for  the  remainder  of 
the  marketing  year.  Trade  estimates  suggest 
that  an  increase  of  300-500,000  tons  may  be 
announced  on  or  after  April  1 ,  the  earliest 
date  for  a  TRQ  increase  unless  a  natural 
disaster  causes  supply  disruptions. 

In  meetings  with  USDA  officials,  ASCL 
has  pointed  out  that  the  March  WASDE 
(below)  indicates  that  more  than  10%  of  the 
supplies  available  in  the  current  marketing 
year  will  still  be  sitting  in  producers 
warehouses  at  the  end  of  the  marketing  year. 
This  is  in  addition  to  the  supplies  available 
in  stores.  These  supplies  will  be  quickly 
augmented  in  early  October  by  new  crop 
harvests  in  Louisiana,  Texas  and  many  of 
the  beet  states.  In  addition,  imports  for  the 
next  marketing  year,  under  the  minimum 
TRQ  announcement  likely  to  come  in 
September,  will  be  able  to  come  in  on 
October  1.  In  short,  supplies  will  be  more 
than  adequate  through  the  rest  of  the 
marketing  year  and  beyond. 

In  addition  to  considering  a  quota  increase, 
USDA  seems  likely  to  reallocate  unused 
quota  allocation  for  the  current  marketing 
year,  which  should  increase  supplies  even 
more. 

Appropriation  Committees  Begin  Work 

The  House  and  Senate  appropriations 
committees    have    begun    the    task   of 


developing  appropriations  bills  for  FY201 1, 
beginning  October  1.  ASCL  representatives 
recently  met  with  members  of  the  Louisiana 
congressional  delegation  to  elaborate  on  the 
importance  of  building  on  the  energy  cane 
research  at  the  ARS  facility  near  Houma, 
and  to  urge  appropriators  to  complete  the 
construction  project  at  the  new  facility. 
Approximately  $20  million  is  needed  to 
complete  the  project. 

The  President's  budget  request  includes 
$10  million  for  advanced  biofuels  centers 
spread  throughout  the  US.  Energy  cane 
research  at  the  ARS  facility  in  Houma 
should  be  a  significant  focus  of  this  research 
effort.  The  hardy  varieties  selected  by  the 
Houma  research  team  are  already  being 
tested  through  cooperative  agreements  in 
California,  Oklahoma,  Arkansas, 
Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Georgia,  in 
addition  to  non-traditional  sugar  producing 
parts  of  Texas,  Louisiana  and  Florida.  Thus, 
the  ARS  facility  in  Houma  has  already 
established  itself  as  a  hub  for  this  vital 
component  of  bioenergy  research  and 
development. 

USDA  WASDE  March  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  March  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 
report  for  sugar  supply  and  use  made  no 
changes  to  its  estimates  for  2008/09. 
Domestic  production  for  2009/10  was 
decreased  by  30,000  to  7,942,000  tons  due 
to  a  drop  in  Texas  production.  Beet 
production  remains  at  4,500,000.  Cane 
production  was  decreased  to  3,442,000  tons 
on  the  lower  Texas  estimate.  Florida 
remained  at  1,665,000  tons  and  Louisiana 
production  remained  at  1,500,000  tons. 
Imports  were  unchanged  at  2,157,000  tons, 
including  imports  from  Mexico  at  540,000 
tons.  Total  supplies  are  reduced  to 
11,550,000  tons  from  11,580,000  tons  last 


month.  Exports  were  unchanged  at  150,000 
tons  while  deliveries  fell  to  10,325,000  tons 
from  10,375,000  tons  due  to  a  reduction  in 
the  reexport  estimate.  As  a  result,  total  use 
falls  to  10,475,000  tons  from  10,525,000 
tons.  Ending  stocks  for  September  2010  are 
increased  by  20,000  tons  to  1,075,000  tons, 
resulting  in  an  increase  in  the  stocks-to-use 
ratio  to  10.3  percent  from  10  percent  last 
month. 


USDA  left  2008/09  Mexican  estimates 
unchanged.  Mexico's  2009/10  production  is 
projected  to  fall  to  4,900,000  tons  from 
5,100,000  tons,  while  imports  rise  to 
970,000  tons  from  720,000  tons.  Domestic 
use  is  reduced  to  5,000,000  tons  from 
5,300,000  tons,  while  exports  remain  at 
490,000  tons.  Ending  stocks  are  increased 
to  868,000  tons  from  518,000  tons  last 
month. 


'tfifllltP    m      -iiSllrcrj 

CORPORATION 


"from  tfie  fieCcCto  the  factory 


■;'^llCll*:.:.- :     "      :■'■   ■'■'■-■.■■.■.: .  . 

■ 


I 


■%: 


HONtRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(Q)honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


o 

X 

z 

D 

m 
m 

m 

H 
X 

w 

o 

D 
> 


X 


On  The  Farm 

By  Winded  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

The  AgCenter  Announces  a  New  Sugarcane  Breeder 

2010  Dedicated  Research  Funding  Committee 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  March 
12,  2010,  headlands  are  still  in  ill 
repair  and  the  majority  of  them  are 
impossible  to  drive  down.  With  the  few  days 
that  have  facilitated  it,  some  regrowth  has 
been  clipped,  and  field  drainage  is 
continuing  to  be  improved. 

In  field  observations  out  of  the  truck 
window,  little  green  other  than  that  of 
ryegrass  and  other  winter  weeds  is  seen. 
However,  on  closer  observation  in  plant 
cane,  although  off  color  and  burned  back  to 
within  an  inch  or  so  of  the  soil,  there  are 
many  young  shoots  just  waiting  for  the 
temperature  to  regulate  and  frosts  to  end, 
which  have  kept  them  burned  back  to 
ground  level. 

Additionally  most  of  the  older  more 
advanced  shoots,  even  where  the  original 
growing  point  was  killed,  appear  to  be  sound 
(not  soft  and  mushy)  and  have  started  to 
produce  new  shoots  from  eyes  on  the  stubble 
pieces  in  the  ground.  For  plant  cane,  most 
who  have  done  some  scouting  are  more 
concerned  about  the  potential  damage  from 
excessive  length  of  water  logged  field 
conditions  than  from  the  colder  temperatures 
of  the  winter. 


Stubble  may  be  another  problem.  The 
2009  crop,  for  all  varieties,  was  heavily 
lodged.  Because  of  cost,  prolonged  wet 
muddy  harvest  conditions,  and  lack  of  time, 
very  little  acreage  was  harvested  in  one 
direction.  During  the  harvest  of  those  rows 
where  the  cane  was  harvested  against  the 
direction  of  lean,  many  stools  were  forced 
up  and  backwards.  In  this  process,  much 
of  the  stubble  on  these  rows  was  broken, 
fractured,  and  most  supporting  roots  were 
destroyed  allowing  the  potential  for  disease 
infections  and  desiccation.  It  will  take  some 
time  to  see  the  extent  of  damage  from  this 
more  than  normal  damage  to  stubble. 

In  most  observations  of  stubble  fields, 
eyes  Vi  inch  or  more  below  the  soil  appear 
to  be  good  at  this  time  and  with  warming 
temperatures  should  soon  start  to  grow.  It 
should  be  noted  that  all  personal 
observations  have  been  made  from  front 
headlands;  which  are  better  drained  and 
remain  somewhat  warmer  than  the  lower 
end  where  colder  heavier  air  puddles. 

One  other  quick  observation  from  my 
own  backyard  would  suggest  that  spring  is 
right  on  schedule.  Throughout  the  yard,  oak 
and  other  trees  last  week  had  very  few  buds 


on  them,  but  at  this  time,  they  are  all  full 
of  green.  In  addition,  with  three  or  four 
days  of  warm  weather,  fields  that  had  no 
green  in  them  on  Friday  of  last  week  now 
are  greening  from  one  end  to  the  other. 

The  AgCenter  Announces  a  New 
Sugarcane  Breeder 

On  March  10, 2010  Dr.  David  J.  Boethel, 
Vice  Chancellor  and  Director,  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  made  the 
following  announcement: 

Dr.  Collins  Kimbeng  has  accepted 
the  position  of  sugarcane  breeder  at 
the  Sugar  Research  Station  with  a 
starting  date  of  March  15,  2010. 
Please  congratulate  Collins  and  work 
with  him  as  he  undertakes  this  new 
responsibility.  The  sugarcane  research 
team  in  the  Experiment  Station  has 
been  a  model  of  cooperation  and 
productivity.  Collins  is  committed  to 
ensure  excellence  in  the  breeding 
program,  which  has  been  so  important 
to  sustaining  the  industry. 

I  want  to  thank  Dr.  Viator  for  his 

leadership  during  this  search  and  the 

committee  members  for  their  efforts 

also.  The  entire  process  was  done  in  a 

very  professional  manner,  and  I 

appreciate  the  time  and  deliberation 

that  you  put  into  the  process. 

Collins  has  9  years  of  experience  in  the 

AgCenter's  sugar  cane  breeding  program 

working  on  molecular  markers  for  various 

traits  needed  to  improve  the  efficiency  of 

the  sugar  cane  breeding  program.  Before 

joining  the  AgCenter,  Collins  was  in  charge 

of  sugar  cane  breeding  while  employed  by 

the  Australian  sugar  cane  industry.  Collins 

is  confident  that  he  will  be  able  to  continue 

the  several  cooperative  research  projects 

that  he  has  established  with  the  breeders  in 

Houma  and  looks  forward  to  the  challenges 

of  his  new  assignment. 


On  behalf  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  cane 
industry,  I  would  like  to  wish  Collins  great 
success  in  his  new  job  and  let  him  know  if 
there  is  anything  that  we  can  do  to  assist  I 
him  please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  upon  the 
industry  for  assistance. 

Also  congratulations  and  best  wishes  are 
extended  to  Dr.  Ken  Gravois  as  he  takes  the 
reins  of  his  new  job  as  the  AgCenter's  Sugar 
Cane  Specialist.  Ken  did  an  outstanding  and 
successful  job  leading  the  AgCenter's  sugar 
cane  breeding  program  for  the  last  12  years. 
Dr.  Gravois  will  bring  on  the  farm 
experience  and  scientific  knowledge  to  his 
new  job  of  interacting  with  the  sugar 
industry. 

2010  Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee 

The  Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee  held  its  annual  research  review 
on  March  3  and  4,  2010.  A  total  of  47 
projects  were  presented  by  various 
researchers  working  on  projects  related  to 
sugar  cane  and  sugar  production.  The  total 
funding  requested  from  the  Committee  was 
a  little  over  $1  million,  unfortunately  the 
funding  available  to  the  Committee  could 
only  sponsor  about  50%  of  the  needs. 

Funding  allocations  by  the  Committee 
were  broken  up  into  four  major  categories; 
with  each  having  several  subcategories  and 
are  as  follows: 
Category  I  crop  improvement  with  sub- 
categories of  biotechnology,  breeding 
conventional,  breeding  molecular,  and 
physiology.    Total  funding  for  this 
category  was  $225,375. 
Category  2  crop  production  with  sub- 
categories of  cultural  practices  and 
ripening,     economics,     precision 
agriculture,  and  soil  fertility.    Total 
funding  for  this  category  was  $136,500. 
Category  3  crop  protection  with  sub- 
categories   of   entomology,    plant 
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physiology,  and  weed  control.    Total 
funding  for  this  category  was  $93,000. 
Category  4    processing  with  sub- 
categories of  alternative  products,  cane 
and  juice  quality,  and  factory  processes 
and  losses.    Total  funding  for  this 
category  was  $100,000. 
The  largest  percentage  of  this  year's 
funding,  as  in  previous  years,  went  to  the 
breeding  program.     Of  the  $555,000 
recommended  for  funding  by  the  Dedicated 
Research  Committee,  a  little  more  than 
$225,000  (41%)  is  allocated  to  the  breeding 
program. 

As  usual,  all  researchers  that  presented  to 
the  Committee  were  eager  to  share  their 
information  and  invited  the  industry  to  visit 
with  them  at  their  various  research 
organizations. 

Finally  yet  importantly,  Committee 
Chairman  Mike  Comb  would  like  to  thank 
the  members  of  the  committee  for  a  full  two 
days  of  work  during  the  committee  meeting. 


FOR  SALE 


CIH  1680  Combine  4WD  Cummings, 
4051  eng.  hrs.  w/  21'  MacDon  draper 
$45,000 

CASE  850  G  dozer  w/new  under- 
carriage, 3302  engine  hrs.  -  $45,000 

F-450  flatbed  w/30' 
gooseneck  trailer  -  $14,000 

Caldwell  grain  cart 
(450)  bushell- $1,200 

Call  Robbie  at  337-945-6998 


DeVillier  Farms  &  Services  LLC 

5027  Hwy.  182 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 


Kleentek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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Sunsh/ne 

Equipment  Co.,  inc. 


SUGAR  CANE  HIGH  DUMP  WAGON 

8-10  ton  capacity  wagon 

Walking  beam  axle  design 

Special  slide  assembly  w/abrasive  resistant  wear  pads 

Separate  hydraulic  lift  and  dump  circuits 

Heavy  duty  cylinders,  pins,  and  cylinder  mounts 

Heavy  duty  hub  assemblies 

Multi-Lube  walking  beam 

14.00x24, 12pr  tires 

Adjustable  hitch 


Contact  Perry  Falcon 
at  225-268-2288 


John  Deere 


John  Deere 


Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 
to  view  our  used  equipment  inventory 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1 524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 


'*'**%;, 


Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD, 
LSU  AgCenter 
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Where  Are  World  Market  Ray  Sugar  Prices  Headed? 


One  of  the  factors  which  has  helped 
to  sustain  the  rise  in  U.S.  domestic 
raw  and  refined  sugar  prices  over 
the  past  several  months  has  been  the 
corresponding  rise  in  world  sugar  prices. 
Under  the  current  farm  bill,  adjustments  in 
the  TRQ  import  quota  in  the  first  six  months 
of  the  marketing  year  cannot  be  made  unless 
there  is  an  emergency  shortage  in  the 
marketplace.  Prior  to  the  beginning  of  the 
current  marketing  year  (Oct.  1,  2009),  high 
world  raw  sugar  prices  at  that  time  basically 


prohibited  the  possibility  of  increasing 
imports  into  the  U.S.  since  the  cost  of  world 
sugar  (market  price  plus  freight)  would  not 
have  been  any  cheaper  than  using  domestic 
sugar.  The  tremendous  rise  in  raw  sugar 
prices  on  the  world  market  has  been  the  result 
of  a  combination  of  several  factors  including 
reduced  production  in  Brazil  and  India,  lower 
exports  from  Mexico  and  the  weak  U.S. 
dollar,  as  well  as  speculative  interests  in 
commodity  trading.  In  February  2010,  world 
sugar  prices  reached  a  29-year  high. 


World  Raw  Sugar  Prices.  No.  11  April  1,  2009  -  March  10,  2010 


April  1,2009       May  1       June  1       July  1       Aug  1       Sept  1       Oct  1       Nov  1       Dec  1       Jan  1       Feb  1      March  10, 2010 
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Since  early  February,  world  raw  sugar 
prices  have  been  in  decline.  At  the  time  of 
this  writing  (March  14),  world  prices  have 
dropped  by  8  to  9  cents  and  are  currently 
just  under  20  cents  per  pound  (19.67  cents 
for  the  April  2010  contract).  The  October 
2010  contract  is  at  18.35  cents  and  the 
October  2011  contract  is  at  16.33  cents. 
Where  are  world  prices  headed  over  the  next 
several  months  and  what  does  this  mean  for 
U.S.  sugar  prices? 

The  decline  in  world  sugar  market  futures 
prices  is  partly  due  to  the  current  sugarcane 
crop  being  harvested  in  Brazil  and  the 
anticipated  harvest  of  the  next  Indian  crop. 
Brazil  is  expected  to  have  the  second-best 
harvest  in  the  nation's  history  and  India  is 
expected  to  have  a  substantial  increase  in 
sugarcane  harvest  as  significant  acreage  has 
shifted  from  grains  back  into  cane. 

The  upcoming  sugarcane  harvest  in  Brazil 
is  currently  projected  to  be  143.9  million  tons 
of  cane,  just  shy  of  the  record  of  144.1 
million  tons  set  during  the  2007-08  season. 
Sugarcane  harvest  in  Brazil  usually  begins 
in  April  and  runs  through  November.  Last 
year,  approximately  50  million  tons  of 
sugarcane  were  not  processed  by  mills  due 
to  adverse  weather.  Sugar  recovery  is 
expected  to  be  at  least  140  kilograms  per 
metric  ton  (280  pounds  per  short  ton). 

However,  increases  in  Brazil's  sugarcane 
production  this  year  are  expected  to  be 
curbed  by  demand  for  use  in  producing 
ethanol.  In  the  current  harvest  season,  43 
percent  of  the  sugarcane  crop  is  expected  to 
be  used  for  sugar  production,  with  the 
remaining  57  percent  used  for  ethanol.  Over 
the  past  two  years,  Brazilian  sugar  exports 
have  accounted  for  approximately  45  percent 
of  world  sugar  trade. 

Higher  world  sugar  prices  have  resulted 
in  more  acreage  planted  to  sugarcane  versus 
grains  in  India.  The  Indian  sugar  industry  is 
currently  projecting  that  the  country  will 


produce  23  to  24  million  metric  tons  of  sugar 
in  the  upcoming  2010-11  season.  Over  the 
past  two  seasons,  Indian  sugar  production 
dropped  to  16  to  17  million  tons  as  growers  i 
shifted  acreage  away  from  cane  into  higher 
priced  grains.  Prior  to  those  years,  India  was 
the  second  leading  exporter  of  sugar  in  world 
trade  behind  Brazil. 

Due  in  part  to  these  production  factors, 
world  sugar  prices  are  expected  to  continue 
their  decline  from  the  record  level  set  in 
February.  A  look  at  the  futures  market  can 
give  us  a  picture  of  where  the  market  thinks 
world  sugar  prices  are  headed,  given  the 
information  we  know  today.  With  2012 
contracts  currently  on  the  board,  world  prices 
seem  to  be  expected  to  continue  declining 
down  to  a  base  level  of  approximately  16 
cents  over  the  next  couple  of  years.  What 
does  this  mean  for  domestic  U.S.  raw  and 
refined  sugar  prices? 

First,  lower  world  prices  will  make  it  more 
economically  feasible  for  countries  to  ship 
additional  imports  to  the  U.S.  Since  the 
2009/10  OAQ  exceeds  domestic  production 
estimates  for  both  beets  and  cane,  it  is 
possible  that  USDA  will  reassign  some 
portion  of  unused  domestic  allotments  to 
imports  sometime  in  April.  This  will  lower 
domestic  raw  and  refined  prices  somewhat. 

Secondly,  ongoing  changes  in  the  world 
sugar  market  may  work  together  to  result  in 
higher  average  world  sugar  prices,  compared 
to  the  historical  norm.  Factors  such  as  the 
expanding  use  of  sugar  for  ethanol 
production  among  several  countries,  recent 
actions  by  the  Brazilian  government  to 
restrict  sugarcane  production  on  certain  land 
types,  and  the  continuing  emergence  of 
China  as  a  developed  country  and  its 
expanding  demand  for  sugar  by  food 
processing,  beverage  and  pharmaceutical 
industries  could  support  world  sugar  prices, 
and  indirectly  U.S.  sugar  prices,  at  higher 
than  normal  levels. 
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Using  Fungicide  to  Control  Brown  Rust 

by  Jeff  Hoy 
LSU  AgCenter 


Brown  rust  is  a  foliar  disease  that  can  cause  more  than  20%  yield  loss  in  Louisiana. 
The  best  control  measure  is  to  grow  resistant  varieties,  and  varieties  released  to  the 
industry  are  resistant  to  brown  rust  at  the  time  of  release.  However,  the  pathogen  that 
causes  brown  rust  is  very  adaptable,  and  varietal  resistance  often  does  not  last.  A  change  from 
resistance  to  susceptibility  often  does  not  occur  until  a  variety  is  being  cultivated  on  a  substantial 
amount  of  acreage.  This  can  result  in  a  period  with  the  potential  for  significant  yield  losses 
because  it  is  very  difficult  to  rapidly  change  varieties  in  sugarcane.  A  multiple  year  crop  cycle 
is  needed  to  offset  the  high  cost  of  planting.  So,  an  early  plow-out  would  result  in  a  severe 
economic  loss.  In  addition,  a  good  alternative  variety  for  major  planting  is  needed,  and  even  if 
one  is  available,  having  enough  healthy  seedcane  can  be  another  factor  making  it  difficult  to 
rapidly  change  and  expand  varieties.  All  of  this  means  that  we  need  an  alternative  control 
measure  for  those  periods  when  the  Louisiana  industry  is  at  risk  for  significant  yield  losses  to 
brown  rust. 

We  are  now  in  one  of  those  periods.  HoCP  96-540  and  L  99-226  have  become  susceptible  to 
brown  rust.  Together,  they  will  be  grown  on  about  two  thirds  of  the  total  acreage  during  2010. 
Other  varieties,  including  L  97-128  and  L  01-283  have  shown  some  susceptibility.  The  severe 
winter  we  are  experiencing  may  limit  brown  rust  development  this  season,  but  our  period  of 
vulnerability  will  last  for  multiple  years.  If  we  have  a  winter  and  spring  with  environmental 
conditions  favorable  for  brown  rust  in  the  future,  the  disease  could  take  a  big  bite  out  of  the 
crop.  Fortunately,  an  alternative  control  measure  is  now  available.  Headline®  fungicide  has 
been  labeled  for  emergency  use  the  last  two  seasons.  In  experiments  conducted  over  the  last 
four  seasons,  Headline  application  has  increased  yield  in  severely  rust  affected  susceptible 
varieties  up  to  10  tons.  However,  knowing  where  and  when  to  apply  fungicide  is  very  important 
to  make  sure  an  economic  return  is  obtained.  This  article  is  to  provide  information  on  how  to 
effectively  use  fungicide  to  control  brown  rust. 

It  costs  money  to  apply  fungicide,  so  growers  would  like  to  feel  confident  that  they  are 
going  to  receive  a  positive  economic  return  on  this  investment.  As  people  gain  experience 
using  fungicide,  they  will  become  more  confident  about  using  this  control  option.  Listed  below 
are  some  guidelines  that  will  allow  growers  to  target  the  most  vulnerable  fields  and  apply 
Headline  when  needed.  Recommendations  for  the  application  of  fungicide  also  are  provided. 

Conditions  Likely  to  Result  in  Brown  Rust  Outbreak  Requiring  Headline® 
Application: 

•  Susceptible  or  highly  susceptible  variety  is  under  cultivation. 

•  Various  factors  result  in  early,  vigorous  plant  growth. 
o     Plant  cane  (grows  more  rapidly  and  often  develops  rust  before  stubble  crops) 
o     Light  textured  soil 
o     High  fertility 
o     Lack  of  freezes  sufficient  to  kill  all  above  ground  growth  during  winter 

•  Rust  infection  is  evident  on  older  leaves  and  beginning  on  younger  leaves  of  plants 
with  most  advanced  growth.  These  plants  may  be  along  a  tree-line  or  ditch-bank. 
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Rust  infection  becomes  evident  from  late  March  until  early  June.  The  earlier  the 
disease  begins  and  longer  it  lasts,  the  more  yield  loss  it  will  cause,  and  the  more 
economic  benefit  will  result  from  a  well  timed  fungicide  application. 


Fungicide  Application  Recommendations: 

Headline  may  be  applied  up  to  two  times  per  growing  season  at  a  broadcast  rate  of  9  ounces 
of  formulated  product  per  acre.  During  spring,  application  of  Headline  on  a  36  inch  band  will 
protect  the  young  leaves  and  provide  good  rust  control  with  reduced  cost.  Once  the  crop  canopy 
begins  to  extend  to  the  row  middle,  a  broadcast  application  will  be  needed.  Fungicide  should 
be  applied  in  at  least  15  gallons  of  water  per  acre  with  a  surfactant  for  good  coverage  of  leaves. 
Good  coverage  is  essential.  Headline  is  a  protectant  type  fungicide  and  will  work  best  when 
applied  before  extensive  development  of  severe  rust  symptoms  on  young  leaves.  Headline  will 
only  protect  against  brown  rust  infection  for  a  maximum  of  three  weeks.  Therefore,  rust 
epidemics  beginning  during  April  may  require  two  fungicide  applications.  Brown  rust  severity 
diminishes  naturally  during  summer,  so  application  of  Headline  after  mid-June  will  probably 
not  provide  a  positive  economic  return. 

Fungicide  application  is  an  alternative  measure  for  brown  rust  control  that  will  pay  very  well 
when  it  is  used  under  the  right  circumstances.  Research  and  Extension  personnel  will  alert 
growers  when  conditions  have  occurred  that  result  in  a  high  risk  season  for  a  severe  rust 
epidemic.  In  addition,  information  will  be  continuously  provided  about  the  changing  situation 
in  regard  to  individual  variety  susceptibility  and  the  level  of  potential  yield  loss  (that  could  be 
prevented  with  fungicide  application).  The  main  thing  growers  need  to  do  is  identify  the  high 
risk  fields  on  the  farm  then  monitor  them  for  the  beginning  of  rust  development  on  the  younger 
leaves.  Timing  of  fungicide  application  is  very  important.  Multiple  experiments  have  now 
been  conducted  in  which  Headline  has  been  applied  to  fields  with  rust  already  established  on 
the  younger  leaves  throughout  the  field.  This  is  what  I  would  call  a  rescue  mission.  In  these 
situations,  rust  severity  has  been  reduced  on  the  new  developing  younger  leaves.  The  field 
color  returns  closer  to  a  normal  green  color,  and  sometimes  a  slight  height  increase  has  been 
evident  in  treated  rows.  However,  large  increases  in  yield  have  not  been  found  at  harvest.  It  is 
hard  to  detect  small  yield  differences  in  sugarcane  field  experiments.  Comparing  the  yields  in 
these  tests,  the  treatment  costs  have  always  been  covered,  but  the  large  yield  increases  that  can 
result  from  a  well  timed  fungicide  application  were  not  obtained. 

As  mentioned  above,  the  "silver  lining  in  the  cloud"  for  this  cold  winter  could  be  that  rust 
will  not  become  severe  this  season  in  HoCP  96- 
540  and  L  99-226.  The  final  outcome  will 
depend  on  whether  the  spring  is  warm  enough 
to  get  vigorous  crop  growth  in  May.  Hopefully, 
the  fungicide  control  option  for  brown  rust  will 
not  be  needed  for  most  growers  during  2010. 
However,  this  option  could  still  be  needed  this 
season  and  will  certainly  be  needed  at  times  in 
the  future.  Therefore,  it  is  important  that 
sugarcane  growers  become  familiar  with  the 
information  that  will  allow  them  to  use  this 
practice  effectively  to  minimize  losses  to  brown 
rust.  New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Fertilizer 
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Dedicated  Research  Funding  Summaries 

Scientists  who  received  funding  from  the  League's  Dedicated  Research  Committee  are  re- 
quested to  prepare  a  short  summary  of  their  work  at  the  end  of  the  year.  These  reports  will 
be  published  each  month  until  all  of  them  have  been  printed. 


Production  and  Storage  Aspects  of  VHP  (very  high  pol)  and  VLC  (very  low  color)  Sugar 

by  Vadim  Kochergin,  LSU  AgCenter,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Monitoring  of  quality  of  VHP  and  VLC  sugar  produced  during  2008  grinding  season  at  St. 
Mary  has  been  accomplished.  Final  report  with  conclusions  has  been  distributed  to  all  Louisiana 
the  mills.  Results  were  also  reported  in  the  sugar  quality  meeting  in  September  2009. 

It  was  concluded  that  sugar  temperature  was  the  main  factor  affecting  the  storage.  Surface 
layer  of  the  sugar  pile  (as  much  as  10  ft.  deep)  follows  the  ambient  temperature  trend,  and  the 
sugar  quality  does  not  change  significantly).  Sugar  in  the  core  of  the  pile  lacks  the  ability  to 
release  the  heat,  which  results  in  additional  color  formation.  Further  ideas  have  to  be  explored 
to  cool  sugar  prior  to  storage  to  below  90°F  and  releasing  heat  during  storage  if  needed. 

A  new  set  of  temperature-humidity  sensors  have  been  installed  at  St.  Mary  mill  to  accumulate 
additional  data  on  changes  in  sugar  quality  during  storage.  Sampling  procedure  has  been 
modified  to  obtain  sugar  from  the  middle  of  the  pile.  Monitoring  will  continue  throughout  the 
2010  storage  season. 


Reduction  of  Sugar  Losses  in  Boiling  House  Operation  by  Vadim  Kochergin,  LSU  AgCenter, 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Boiling  studies  have  been  performed  in  July-August  2009  using  the  ASI  pilot  vacuum  pan. 
The  effect  of  seed  quantity  and  uniformity  on  the  grain  crystal  properties  was  investigated 
under  controlled  boiling  conditions  to  minimize  process  variations.  The  pilot  tests  have  been 
attended  by  specialists  from  five  sugar  mills.  Twelve  drums  of  Alma  syrup  (86.6  purity)  collected 
at  the  end  of  December  2008  and  stored  in  the  freezer  room  were  used  as  a  feed  material. 
Seeding  was  performed  with  slurries  currently  used  in  the  mill  operations  -  powdered  sugar 
and  ball-milled  sugar.  Pan  vacuum  and  steam  pressure  were  tightly  controlled.  A  standard 
boiling  operation  was  simulated  equivalent  to  addition  of  4  lbs.  of  sugar  per  1600  cu  ft.  graining 
pan.  Doubling  the  amount  of  slurry  resulted  in  slightly  smaller  crystal  size  (about  10  micron 
less)  and  a  little  less  uniformity.  Less  seed  addition  (2-4  times  less  than  the  standard  operation) 
resulted  in  formation  of  second  grain  with  high  level  of  non-uniformity.  In  the  mill  operations, 
we  routinely  add  more  slurry  than  it  is  required  from  theoretical  crystal  growth  calculations.  It 
was  observed  that  crystal  size  grew  linearly  with  time  during  boiling,  but  the  non-uniformity 
was  increasing  in  the  beginning  of  the  boiling  cycle.  This  raises  the  question  if  full  pan  seeding 
actually  occurs  or  it  is  accompanied  by  partial  "shock  seeding"  that  provides  additional  surface 
area  for  crystal  growth  when  insufficient  amount  of  crystals  are  added. 
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Based  on  the  studies,  it  is  recommended  to  calculate  the  amount  of  sugar  in  the  seed  slurry 
not  less  than  1  lb  of  sugar  per  1000  cu.  ft  of  final  C-  massecuite.  Using  ball-milled  slurry  is 
safer  in  terms  of  preventing  the  second  grain  formation,  since  seed  slurry  contains  more  crystals. 
Using  excessive  quantity  of  seed  slurry  results  in  smaller  grain  with  higher  degree  of  non- 
uniformity. 


Technical  assistance  to  the  mills  in  analyzing  crystal  size  and  uniformity  in  massecuites  and 
product  sugar  has  been  provided  throughout  the  season.  A  total  of  240  crystal  size  measurements 
have  been  performed.  Tests  results  allowed  mills  to  evaluate  the  target  crystal  size  in  boiling 
house  operations  and  make  appropriate  adjustments  to  crystallization  procedures.  Several  special 
projects  have  been  supported,  where  the  "snapshot"  of  boiling  house  operations  was  taken 
with  crystal  size  measurements  for  C-massecuites,  crystallizers,  reheaters  and  C-sugar 
accompanied  by  Nutsch  purities.  Crystal  size  analysis  has  proven  to  be  a  useful  troubleshooting 
tool  for  the  mills  in  the  recent  seasons,  and  it  is  planned  to  provide  it  on  the  routine  basis.  Final 
molasses  purities  appeared  to  lowest  in  the  mills  when  the  C-massecuite  size  was  in  the  range 
of  280-300  micron  with  the  coefficient  of  variation  (uniformity)  below  0.48. 

Multiple  measurements  of  crystal  developments  in  the  continuous  vacuum  pans  were  made. 
The  importance  of  growing  seed  magma  for  feeding  the  pans  with  the  sufficient  uniformity 
was  emphasized. 

Analysis  of  target  purity  difference  curves  during  the  grinding  season  showed  that  it  takes 
mills  some  time  to  reach  the  desired  results  in  the  boiling  house  optimization.  Reducing  this 
length  of  the  "transitional"  period  to  the  optimized  boiling  house  operation  will  result  in 
significant  savings  for  the  industry.  Providing  fast  feedback  on  the  crystal  size  of  C-massecuites 
will  decrease  the  "tuning"  time  for  boiling  house. 

A  pulse  tracer  test  has  been  carried  out  at  Alma  mill  to  evaluate  performance  of  the  vertical 
and  Blanchard  crystallizers.  A  small  quantity  of  zinc  sulphate  was  injected  into  C-massecuites 
before  the  massecuite  flow  was  split  between  the  vertical  and  Blanchard  crystallizers. 
Concentration  of  zinc  was  then  measured  in  the  hourly  samples  that  were  taken  after  the 
crystallizers.  Crystal  size  measurements  and  Nutsch  purities  were  recorded  for  corresponding 
samples.  Residence  time  was  evaluated  based  on  the  measured  response  curves  and  compared 
with  the  times  estimated  from  the  massecuites  flow  rates  and  tank  volumes.  Presence  of  the 
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peaks  earlier  than  expected  residence  time  indicated  the  shortcutting  through  the  crystallizer. 
Long  "tail"  in  the  curves  is  explained  by  the  presence  of  dead  zones. 

Analysis  of  the  test  results  indicated  that  the  massecuite  has  made  a  shortcut  through  the 
vertical  crystallizer,  thus  effectively  reducing  its  efficiency  and  residence  time.  Blanchard 
crystallizer  demonstrated  better  performance,  which  was  corroborated  by  analysis  of  crystal 
size  and  Nutsch  purities.  Crystals  grew  by  about  20  microns  during  more  than  30  hours. 
Coefficient  of  variation  (CV)  indicating  the  crystal  uniformity  was  observed  to  decrease  as 
crystals  grew.  Most  likely  it  is  related  to  the  way  there  are  calculated.  Larger  CVs  are  an 
indicator  of  second  grain  formation.  It  was  concluded  that  no  second  grain  was  being  formed 
during  cooling  crystallization.  Cooling  curves  followed  approximately  linear  fashion.  It  may 
beneficial  to  explore  the  cooling  curves  where  massecuites  is  held  at  a  constant  temperature 
for  the  last  few  hours  before  reheating.  This  will  allow  mass  transfer  to  take  place  and  further 
exhaust  molasses.  The  efficiency  of  the  mixer  arrangement  in  the  vertical  crystallizer  should 
be  completed.  The  following  parameters  should  be  evaluated  for  vertical  crystallizer  operation- 
it  may  be  the  case  that  the  mixers  are  not  adequately  stirring  the  massecuites  next  to  the  tower 
walls.  In  such  case,  the  ambient  temperature  outside  the  towers  may  be  cooling  the  massecuites 
near  the  perimeter  of  the  towers,  creating  an  area  of  cool,  highly  viscous  massecuites  that  is 
not  flowing  through  the  towers  efficiently. 

The  full  text  of  pulse  test  report  will  be  provided  to  the  mills  shortly. 


Rodney's  Welding  ServiCe 

Fabricating  and  Repairing  Sugarcane  Equipment 


Shop: 


780  East  Main  St.,  Lockport,  LA 
985-532-5746  Cell:   985-209-1192 
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CANE  EQUIPMENT 


AGRICULTURE 


337-845-5080 


Maintenance  Matters! 


Good  offseason  maintenance  saves 
$$  during  the  harvest. 


Case  Austoft  Cane 

Combines:  Sales,  Parts 

and  Service. 


Service  for  all  brands 

wholestalk  cutters,  loaders,  and 

combines. 
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HEARNE  PLANTERS 

Will  now  be  built  by 

BREAUX'S  WELDING  SERVICE 

137 1-49  South  -  Carencro,  LA  70520 

Contact  MIKE  BREAUX  337-288-8830 

mbdwelding@yahoo.  com 

or  DAVID  HEARNE  337-942-8180 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


You5 re  First  at 
First  South  Farm  Credit,  AC  A 


At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe  that  personal 
service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that  personal 
touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 
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Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(337)  364-0217 


Tracie  Rodriguez 

New  Iberia 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 

Quality  10-ton  high  dump  wagon  - 
$20,000;  1-set  AgChem  saddle 
tanks,  500  gal.  Fits  JD  50,  55,  60 
series  tractors  -  $500;  1980  Fruehauf 
alum,  end  dump  cane  trailer  45'  x  96" 
-  $1,200;  Dempster  fertilizer 
spreader  -  $2,000;  1990  Nabors  42' 
x  96"  alum,  end  dump  cane  trailer  - 
$10,000;  Zeringue  PTO  ditcher- 
$1,200.  Call  Engemann  Farms  at 
225-978-9976  (Mark)  or  225-718- 
1812  (Curt). 

Amco  J-43  Breaking  disc  -  $12,000. 
Call  Dale  at  337-277-4943  or 
Richard  at  337-288-2440. 

'96  John  Deere  7410;  '92  John  Deere 
4955;  '92  John  Deere  4560;  '89  John 
Deere  4255;  '89  Cameco  Loader; 
SP1800;  '80  John  Deere  4440  Hi- 
Crop;  '80  John  Deere  4440  Row 
Crop.  Call  Joel  Luke  at  337-350- 
0129. 

WANTED:  Used  23-1  x  34  Tire. 
Call  Bill  Fagg  at  337-302-4430. 

3-Quality,  4  cylinder,  wagons  - 
$20,000  each.  Contact  Price  at  225- 
718-1771. 
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Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


r-£A  PRO  AG 


PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


THE  SUGAR  BIHUEI1N 
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New  Iberia 


Complete  Military 
Axles  with  Brakes 


$550 


Made  in  the 
U.S.A  ! 


Install  an  entire  axle  for 
the  cost  of  a  brake  job  - 
low  mileage  •  like  new 
We  have  Axle  Parts  TOO! 


:"jl||i::::t:  ■:§  * 


Managed  by: 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Telling  Sugar's  Story 


I"n  the  League's  mission  statement,  we  list 
four  main  aspects  that  we  utilize  to 
sustain  success  within  the  sugar  industry- 
research,  positive  legislation,  public 
relations/promotion  and  education.  It  is 
important  for  the  League  to  provide 
information  that  promotes  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry  and  improves  our 
organization's  transparency. 

In  exploring  new  avenues  for  improving 
our  public  relations  efforts,  I  have  recently 
added  Derek  Albert  to  our  list  of  consultants. 
He  has  experience  covering  Louisiana's 
agricultural  enterprises  for  the  Teche  News 
in  St.  Martinville  and  Louisiana  Farm  and 
Ranch  Magazine.  Having  been  part  of  his 
father's  sugarcane  farm  in  St.  Martin  Parish 
has  added  to  his  knowledge  and  involvement 
within  the  industry.  He  has,  on  several 
occasions,  included  me  and  other  members 
of  the  ASCL's  administration  as  sources  for 
news  articles  that  have  been  published 
throughout  the  state. 

In  this  capacity,  as  public  relations 
consultant,  Derek  will  assist  the  ASCL  in 
creating  working  relationships  with  media 
outlets  that  will  serve  as  conduits  for 
delivering  our  messages  outside  of  the 
League's  administration  and  constituency.  In 
producing  press  releases,  Derek  will  supply 
newspapers,  magazines,  television  and  radio 
news  outlets  throughout  the  state  and  region 
with  information  about  ASCL  activities  and 


industry  updates.  We  have  recently  updated  and 
augmented  our  media  list  in  an  effort  to 
increase  visibility  of  the  League's  actions  and 
to  increase  the  public's  awareness  of  the  sugar 
industry's  role  within  the  state,  the  nation  and 
the  global  sugar  market. 

Adding  to  our  efforts,  we  will  use  the 
League's  internal  public  relations  committee 
to  aid  in  addressing  sugar-related  issues  that 
may  affect  the  public.  While  working  with  the 
committee,  Derek  will  assist  the  League  in 
providing  the  public  with  ASCL  news  that  will 
include  items  such  as  policy,  legislation,  and 
safety  issues  that  may  affect  the  everyday  lives 
of  those  who  live  within,  or  are  connected  to, 
the  Louisiana  sugar  belt. 

As  evidence  of  our  new  efforts  to  augment 
our  public  relations  duties,  the  April  edition  of 
the  Sugar  News  can  now  be  found  in  your  e- 
mail  inbox.  We  have  developed  a  new  format 
for  the  online  newsletter.  Each  month  the  Sugar 
News  will  include  articles  pertaining  to  sugar 
consumption,  sugar  policy  updates  and  a 
grower/member  profile.  The  monthly  profiles 
will  highlight  a  grower/member  from  within 
the  League  to  reveal  faces  of  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  farmer.  This  month's  edition 
includes  a  profile  of  Warren  J.  Harang  III,  of 
Donaldsonville. 

I  look  forward  to  continuing  our 
improvements  within  the  public  relations 
segment  of  the  League's  mission.  By 
supplying  news  on  our  actions,  we  can 


improve  the  public's  awareness  of  our 
unique  and  historic  industry.  In  turn,  we  hope 
to  develop  stronger  public  support  which  can 
effect  change  within  our  communities' 
public  sectors. 

If  you,  or  another  interested  party,  do  not 
already  receive  the  Sugar  News,  please 
contact  theASCL  office  with  an  e-mail  address 
so  we  can  add  recipients  to  our  distribution 
list. 

HEARNE  PLANTERS 

Will  now  be  built  by 
BREAUX'S  WELDING  SERVICE 

137 1-49  South  -  Carencro,  LA  70520 
Contact  MIKE  BREAUX  337-288-8830 

mbdwelding@yahoo.  com 

or  DAVID  HEARNE  337-942-8180 


FOR  SALE 


CIH  1680  Combine  4WD  Cummings, 
4051  eng.  hrs.  w/  21'  MacDon  draper 
$45,000 

CASE  850  G  dozer  w/new  under- 
carriage, 3302  engine  hrs.  -  $45,000 

F-450  flatbed  w/30' 
gooseneck  trailer  -  $14,000 

Caldwell  grain  cart 
(450)  bushell- $1,200 

Call  Robbie  at  337-945-6998 


DeVillier  Farms  &  Services  LLC 

5027  Hwy.  182 

Opelousas,LA  70570 


Kleemtek® 


Louisiana 


"WHEN  QUALITY  REALLY  COUNTS" 


To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


High  Dump  Wagon 
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Broussard  Model  4210 

2  Cylinder  1 0  Ton 
Also  Available 

Broussard  Model  441 0 

4  Cylinder  1 0  Ton 


337-845-5080 
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AGRICULTURE 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  vears 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O 7 7-d4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  bin;  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 

www.Iouisidnalandbank.com. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


i _.^.s?; 


No  Change  In  Quota... Yet 

Senate  Leader  Fills  The  Plate 

Baseline  Affected  By  Nutrition  and  Crop  Insurance  Action 

USDA  WASDE  April  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Despite  initial  news  to  the  contrary, 
USDA  has  thus  far  declined  to 
increase  the  TRQ  to  allow  more 
imports  to  come  in  under  quota.  Given  the 
increase  in  total  supplies  and  ending  stocks 
in  the  latest  supply  &  demand  estimates 
(below)  and  the  easing  of  supply  concerns  in 
the  world  market,  we  can  hope  that  USDA  will 
allow  the  market  to  operate  under  the  existing 
supply  scenario.  It  is  worth  noting  that 
deliveries  under  the  TRQ  are  higher  than 
initially  reported  and  that  USDA's  ending 
stocks  estimate  has  risen  nearly  72  percent 
since  last  August.  Further,  USDA  increased 
Mexican  ending  stocks  by  350,000  tons  last 
month  and  this  surplus  could  eventually  move 
northward  if  demand  needed. 

Senate  Leader  Fills  The  Plate 

Senate  Majority  Leader  Harry  Reid  (D-NV) 
will  have  his  hands  full  this  summer,  with  a 
Supreme  Court  vacancy  to  fill  and  regular 
appropriations  bills  (or,  more  likely,  an 
omnibus  spending  bill)  needed  before 
Congress  can  leave  town  for  the  final  stretch 


of  the  mid-term  elections.  In  addition,  Reid 
recently  vowed  to  pass  comprehensive 
immigration  reform  this  summer  and  has  now 
taken  control  of  the  effort  to  pass  an  energy/ 
climate  change  bill  in  the  coming  months. 

There  are  no  signs  of  a  bipartisan  pulse  on 
Capitol  Hill.  While  the  Leader  has  pushed 
healthcare  reform  through  the  Senate  without 
GOP  support,  addressing  the  immigration  and 
climate  change  issues  would  require 
Herculean  efforts  -  but  with  little  chance  that 
the  House  leadership  could  sustain  the 
momentum  to  complete  the  tasks  in  order  for 
such  contentious  bills  to  become  law.  On 
immigration,  the  polar  wings  of  both  parties 
seem  as  intransigent  as  ever.  November 
elections,  recent  border  violence  and  high 
unemployment  make  it  unlikely  that  either 
side  will  relent. 

Likewise,  the  House  Democrats  who  have 
been  pummeled  for  their  last  climate  change 
vote  are  not  likely  to  want  to  revisit  the  issue 
before  answering  to  their  constituents  in 
November.  In  fact,  several  Democrats  and  a 
handful  of  Republican's  who  voted  for  the 


House-passed  bill  have  already  indicated  an 
intent  to  oppose  any  climate  change  bill 
coming  over  from  the  Senate.  So,  it  would 
appear  that  Senate  action,  as  unlikely  as  it 
appears  at  this  moment,  would  be  the  only 
outcome  of  these  efforts. 

Financial  regulatory  reform  seems  to  have 
the  greatest  chance  of  moving  this  year,  over 
two  years  after  the  meltdown  began,  but 
prospects  for  this  or  any  other  major  piece  of 
legislation  remain  dimmed  by  partisan 
entrenchment. 

Senator  Mary  Landrieu  has  requested  $23 
million  for  the  completion  of  construction  on 
the  new  ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory 
in  Houma,  LA.  In  addition,  the  Senator 
requested  $2  million  for  expansion  of  the 
Green  Energy  Cane  research.  If  you  get  the 
chance,  please  express  your  appreciation  for 
her  dedicated  efforts  on  behalf  of  Louisiana's 
sugarcane  producers  and  processors. 

Baseline  Affected  By  Nutrition  and  Crop 
Insurance  Action 

The  Senate  Ag  Committee  has  marked  up 
a  $  10  billion  nutrition  bill  sponsored  by  Chair 
Blanche  Lincoln  (D-AR),  but  has  thus  far 
found  only  $4  billion  in  offsets  from  the 
Environmental  Quality  Improvement  Program 
(EQIP),  designed  to  deal  with  livestock  waste. 
The  House  committee  of  jurisdiction  has  not 
indicated  plans  to  act  on  nutrition  this  year 
but  could  attempt  to  cobble  a  bill  together  for 
inclusion  in  must-pass  legislation  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  If  EQIP  is  used  for  a  funding 
source,  this  would  be  another  blow  to  the 
agricultural  baseline  going  into  the  2012  farm 
bill  cycle. 

As  I've  mentioned  previously,  the  ongoing 
negotiations  between  USDA  and  the  crop 
insurance  industry  over  the  Standard 
Reinsurance  Agreement  (SRA)  has  already 
had  a  chilling  effect  on  the  agricultural 
baseline  projections.  Because  the 
Congressional  Budget  Office  (CBO)  used 
USDAs  initial  offer  in  making  assumptions 
about  future  spending  on  the  crop  insurance 
program,  the  last  baseline  projections  lowered 
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spending  assumptions  and  effectively  reduced 
the  spending  baseline  that  Chairman  Peterson 
will  utilize  in  the  next  farm  bill.  Thus,  without 
any  final  action  on  the  part  of  the  I 
Administration  or  Congress,  the  pool  of 
funding  available  for  the  next  farm  bill  has 
been  reduced.  We  and  other  agricultural 
groups  have  written  a  letter  urging  the 
Department  to  be  cognizant  of  the  baseline 
impact  in  determining  whether  to  proceed  in 
SRA  negotiations  at  this  time. 

Finally,  while  budget  reconciliation  appears 
to  be  off  the  table  this  year,  Congress  may 
have  little  choice  but  to  begin  this  painful 
process  in  2011.  If  history  is  any  indication, 
such  an  effort  invariably  leads  to  cuts  in 
agricultural  spending.  Such  cuts  would 
further  reduce  the  ag  spending  baseline  that 
Chairman  Peterson  would  have  to  work  with 
in  2012. 

Farm  bill  hearings  are  set  to  begin  in  late 
April  with  testimony  from  Secretary  Vilsack, 
with  eight  field  hearings  planned  for  two 
weekends  in  early  May.  Subcommittee 
hearings  will  start  thereafter.  This  first  round 
of  hearings  is  likely  to  be  repeated  in  2011 
regardless  of  the  outcome  of  the  November 
elections. 

USDA  WASDE  April  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

USDAs  April  World  Agricultural  Supply 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  for 
sugar  supply  and  use  increased  ending  stocks 
to  1,499,000  tons  for  2008/09,  up  from 
1,451,000  tons  last  month.  Domestic 
production  for  2009/10  was  decreased  to 
7,907,000  tons  from  7,942,000  tons  due  to  a 
drop  in  Florida  production.  Beet  production 
remains  at  4,500,000.  Cane  production  was 
decreased  to  3,407,000  tons  from  3,442,000 
tons,  based  on  a  35,000  ton  drop  in  Florida  to 
1,630,000  tons  and  Louisiana  production 
remained  at  1,500,000  tons.  Imports  were 
increased  to  2,287,000  tons  from  2,157,000 
tons  on  higher  imports  under  the  TRQ. 
Imports  from  Mexico  remained  at  540,000 
tons.     Total   supplies   are  increased  to 


11,693,000  tons  from  11,550,000  tons  last 
month.  Exports  were  unchanged  at  150,000 
tons,  deliveries  remained  at  10,325,000  tons, 
and  total  use  was  left  at  10,475,000  tons. 
Ending  stocks  for  September  2010  are 
increased  to  1,218,000  tons  from  1,075,000 
tons,  resulting  in  an  increase  in  the  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  to  11.6  percent  from  10.3  percent 
last  month. 

USDA  left  Mexican  estimates  unchanged 
for  both  years. 
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Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 
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CORPORATION 


J^rom  the  fieCcCto  the  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


CANE  EQUIPMENT 


5-Row  Cane  Cultivator 

manufactured  by  Broussard  Cane  Equipment 


Dondi  Ditcher 

DBR  75  Super 


Call  Nick 
(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA   70764 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 
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Crop  Report 

EPA's  Next  Round  Against  Atrazine 

USDA-LSU  Ag  Center  Sugarcane  Field  Day 

Symposium  in  San  Francisco 

Southern  Regional  Research  Center  Pilot  Plant 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  April 
19,  2010,  the  warming  days  have 
greatly  improved  stands  in  most 
fields,  but  not  all.  In  the  estimation  of  most, 
the  crop  in  both  population  and  growth  is  2 
to  3  weeks  behind  their  memories  of  the 
growth  for  the  last  several  crops.  Some  of 
the  most  disappointing  stands  are  in  fields 
of  first-stubble  HoCP  96-540.  Scattered 
throughout  the  industry  there  are  fields  of 
second-,  third-,  and  fourth- stubble  HoCP  96- 
540  that  have  good  stands.  These  good 
stands  in  the  older  stubble  of  HoCP  96-540 
appear  to  be  related  to  whether  or  not  the 
field  was  treated  with  ripener,  date  of  harvest 
(early  or  late  season),  and  field  conditions 
during  harvest.  Additionally,  growers  are 
reporting  that  some  fields  of  HoCP  00-950 
are  slow  to  emerge  as  well. 

Observations  after  digging  stubble  in 
fields  of  slow  to  show  first-stubble  HoCP 
96-540  indicate  that  there  are  many  good 
eyes  just  below  the  surface  of  the  row  that 
have  germinated  and  have  started  their  push 
to  the  surface.  In  most  cases,  there  are 
sufficient  numbers  of  eyes  that  are  started 


so  that  the  population  should  be  high  enough 
for  adequate  yields.  Another  thing  noted  is 
that  the  soil  around  the  germinating  buds  (2 
to  4  in)  is  still  cooler  than  what  is  needed 
for  rapid  growth.  Even  as  the  day 
temperatures  top  out  at  more  than  80°  F 
warming  the  top  couple  of  inches  of  soil, 
the  night  temperatures  drop  to  the  65°  and 
below.  The  result  is  that  much  of  the 
daytime  warming  of  the  soil  is  being  lost, 
causing  slow  germination  and  little  growth. 
This  is  Louisiana  and  soon  enough  the  night 
temperatures  will  return  a  more  normal 
range. 

After  all  of  the  rain  during  the  2009 
harvest,  it  looked  as  if  the  fields  would  never 
dry  out  and  certainly,  no  one  would  be 
wishing  for  rain.  Once  again,  this  is 
Louisiana,  just  hang  around  for  a  while  and 
the  weather  will  change.  Even  with  the 
development  of  evening  thundershowers,  a 
good  portion  of  the  cane  industry  is  in  the 
middle  of  a  fairly  long  dry  spell.  With  an 
extended  period  of  dry  weather,  fieldwork 
has  progressed  very  rapidly  and  many  are 
now  starting  to  fertilize  the  acreage  that  they 
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know  will  be  kept,  and  some  growers  are 
even  whispering  that  a  little  rain  would  be 
good.  All  in  all  things  are  headed  to  normal. 
At  this  time,  it  would  appear  that  the  2010 
crop  will  be  somewhat  weak. 

USDA-LSU  Ag  Center  Sugarcane  Field 
Day 

The  USDA-LSU  AgCenter  Sugarcane 
Field  Day  will  be  held  on  June  4,  2010  at 
the  USDA-ARS  Research  Lab,  5883  USDA 
Road  in  Houma.  Registration  is  slated  for 
8:00  -  8:50  a.m.  with  a  tour  of  the  facility 
from  9:00  -  11:00  a.m.  Topics  discussed 
on  the  tour  will  include  Variable  Rate 
Fertilization,  Sugarcane  Varietal  Portfolio, 
Basic  Breeding,  Bioenergy  Research, 
Sugarcane  Diseases  and  Insects,  and  Marker 
Technology.  Following  the  tour,  there  is  an 
inside  program  at  the  sheriff's  rifle  range. 
The  subjects  for  the  inside  program  include 
"Management  of  Stresses  Associated  with 
a  Farming  Operation"  and  "Sugar  Industry 
Update." 

Please  contact  Barton  Joffrion  at  (985) 
873-6495  or  at  BJoffrion@agcenter.lsu.edu 
if  additional  information  is  needed.  The 
phone  number  for  the  USDA  Sugarcane  Lab 
is  (985)  872-5042. 

EPA's  Next  Round  Against  Atrazine 

During  the  week  of  April  26,  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  will  hold 
the  next  in  a  series  of  new  Scientific 
Advisory  Panel  (SAP)  meetings  to  re-review 
the  science  on  the  important  herbicide 
atrazine.  This  review  will  take  place  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

Used  on  most  corn,  sorghum  and  sugar 
cane  acres,  atrazine  is  valued  for  its  versatile 
applications  in  controlling  weeds,  while 
acting  very  gently  on  the  land.  After  a  half- 
century  of  safe  use,  atrazine  is  a  fresh  target 
for  class-action  litigation.  The  lawsuits  have 
emerged  in  tandem  with  new  health  claims 
from  activist  groups  like  the  NRDC  which 


has  ginned  up  a  slick,  well-funded  campaign 
to  convince  regulators  that  the  federal  limit 
on  atrazine  in  water  (three  parts  per  billion) 
isn't  low  enough.  This  is  despite  the  fact  that 
health  authorities  around  the  world  — 
including  the  U.S.,  the  U.K.,  Australia, 
Canada  and  the  World  Health  Organization 
-  have  all  given  atrazine  a  clean  bill  of 
health. 

Not  only  is  it  safe  to  use,  but  as  many 
observe  Earth  Day  on  April  22,  it's 
important  to  remember  that  atrazine  helps 
the  environment.  By  employing 
conservation  tillage  practices,  farmers  who 
use  atrazine  to  control  weeds  reduce  soil 
runoff  and  the  number  of  tractor  trips  across 
their  fields.  That  prevents  soil  erosion, 
improves  water  quality,  and  cuts  down 
greenhouse  gas  emissions. 

Many  EPA  watchers  are  deeply  concerned 
that  this  new  re-review  signals  an 
unprecedented  war  on  agriculture  by  anti- 
pesticide  activists.  Why?  Atrazine  has  been 
determined  over  and  over  again  to  be  a 
beneficial  and  safe  herbicide. 

The  subject  of  more  than  6,000  studies, 
atrazine  was  recently  registered  as  safe  to 
use  by  the  EPA  after  a  dozen  years  of 
scientific  inquiry.  It  is  believed  by  many  in 
the  farm  community  that  atrazine  is  a  test 
case  for  activists.  If  they  can  show  enough 
unfounded  fear  and  turn  public  opinion 
against  a  product  as  clearly  safe  to  use  as 
atrazine,  virtually  any  technology  used  by 
farmers  will  be  open  game  for  those  in 
Washington  who  share  their  anti-pesticide 
agenda. 

Symposium  in  San  Francisco 

A  one-day  Symposium,  partly  sponsored 
by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  titled 
"Sustainability  of  the  Sugar  and  Sugar- 
Ethanol  Industries"  was  held  at  the  national 
meeting  of  the  American  Chemical  Society 
(ACS)  in  San  Francisco  on  March  22,  2010. 
The  Symposium  was  organized  by  Dr. 


Gillian  Eggleston  a  sugar  technologist  from 
SRRC-ARS-USDA  in  New  Orleans,  and 
was  also  sponsored  by  the  ACS  Thematic 
Programming  Committee,  ACS 
Carbohydrate  Chemistry  Division,  and  V- 
Labs,  Inc. 

The  Symposium  included  15  international 
and  national  guest  speakers.  Topics 
discussed  included  "Major  Challenges  and 
Changes  in  the  European  Sugar  Sector"  by 
Geoff  Parkin  of  British  Sugar,  UK;  "Cultural 
Practices  for  the  Sustainable  Production  of 
Sugarcane  for  Sugar  and  Bioenergy"  by 
Ryan  Viator  of  USDA-ARS-Houma; 
"Value-Added  Products  for  a  Sustainable 
Sugar  Industry"  by  Mary  An  Godshall  of 
SPRI,  New  Orleans;  "Liquid  Sugars 
Produced  in  Sugar  Refineries:  Advantage  of 
Large  Central  Units  Serving  the  Competitive 
and  Sustainable  Needs  of  the  Food  Industry" 
by  Francois  Rousset,  Novasep,  France;  and 
"Approaches  to  Raw  Sugar  Quality 
Improvement  as  a  Route  to  Sustaining  a 
Reliable  Supply  of  Purified  Industrial  Sugar 
Feedstocks"  by  John  Vercellotti,  V-Labs 
Inc.,  Louisiana. 

A  book  of  the  "Symposium  Proceedings" 
will  be  published  by  Oxford  University 
Press  in  early  2011  and  will  include  book 
chapters  on  the  cogeneration  of  electricity 
from  bagasse  and  sustainable  issues 
currently  facing  the  Australian  Sugar 
Industry.  For  those  interested  in  the 
Symposium  presentations  and  book  please 
contact  Gillian  Eggleston  at 
gillian.eggleston@ars.usda.gov. 

Southern  Regional  Research  Center  Pilot 
Plant 

A  new,  compact  pilot  plant  (300  sq.  ft.) 
to  process  sugarcane  juice  into  raw  and 
affinated  sugars  has  been  built  in  the 
basement  of  the  Southern  Regional 
Research  Center  of  USDA-ARS  in  New 
Orleans  led  by  Dr.  Gillian  Eggleston.  The 
addition  of  the  new  pilot  plant  will 


strengthen  USDA-ARS  research  undertaken 
for  Louisiana  and  U.S.  sugar  factories. 

All  processes  in  the  pilot  plant  are  batch. 
The  pilot  plant  contains  a  mixed  juice  heater 
(50  gal),  clarification  tank  (40  gal), 
evaporator  (15  gal),  and  vacuum  crystallizer 
(8  gal).  The  juice  heater  and  clarification 
tank  were  designed  with  help  from  Adrian 
Monge  and  Timmy  Charlet  of  Cora  Texas 
factory  and  Duane  Legendre  and  Kevin 
Pontiff  from  Leighton  factory.  Temperature 
and  pH  sensors  for  these  tanks  have  been 
automated  as  in  a  factory.  The  evaporator 
and  vacuum-pan  were  designed  and 
manufactured  by  Honiron™.  A  small  pilot- 
plant  centrifuge  will  be  purchased  soon.  The 
pilot  plant  will  be  able  to  yield  heated,  limed, 
flocculated  juice  (FHLJ),  clarified  juice 
(CJ),  final  evaporator  syrup  (FES),  A- 
massecuite,  A-raw  sugar,  and  A-molasses. 
By  recycling  the  A-molasses  into  the 
vacuum  pan,  B  and  C  strikes  will  also  be 
obtained. 

Additionally,  thanks  are  given  for  those 
who  participated  in  the  design, 
development,  and  production  of  this 
addition  to  the  SRRC,  in  New  Orleans.  It  is 
expected  that  the  pilot  plant  will  be 
completed  and  fully  operational  before  the 
start  of  the  2010  Louisiana  grinding  season 
in  August. 
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Try  the  Classifieds  in 
The  Sugar  Bulletin 


It  Really  Works! 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)367-8233 


%  COASTAL  PIPE 

P.O.  Box  99*  Carencro,LA*  70520 
(o)337  896-8462  •  (f)  337  896-8465 

Used  Pipe  for  Const ructi on 

Sucker  Rods $9-12/jt. 

2-3/8"   Structural  $32.00/jt 

2-7/8"  Structural $36.00/jt 

Mc^e  sizes  avail  able  ♦  TYuoteLiAq  available 
4331  N  W  Evangeline  Thrwy  -  Exl  7 
337  896-8462  •  .Ask  for  Terri 


rz£\  PRO  AG 

PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  ot  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


Rodney's  Welding  Serv/Ce 

Fabricating  and  Repairing  Sugarcane  Equipment 


780  East  Main  St.,  Lockport,  LA 
Shop:   985-532-5746  Cell:   985-209-1192 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD 
LSU  AgCenter 
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Staying  Informed  on  the  U.S.  Sugar  Market 


Planning  is  one  of  the  most 
fundamental  functions  of  farm 
management.  One  of  the  keys  to 
successful  farm  management  planning  for 
sugarcane  farms,  both  in  the  short  run  and 
the  long  run,  is  staying  informed  on  what 
is  happening  in  the  U.S.  sugar  market. 

The  market  price  of  raw  sugar  is 
obviously  of  primary  interest  to  growers, 
mills,  and  the  industry  as  a  whole. 
Knowledge  of  the  U.S.  sugar  market,  why 
sugar  market  prices  are  at  a  certain  level, 
and  how  they  will  change  in  response  to 
various  factors  provides  valuable 
information  to  aid  in  current  financial 
analysis  of  individual  farming  operations 
as  well  as  longer  range  planning. 

Today,  a  multitude  of  information  on  the 
U.S.  and  world  sugar  markets  are 
disseminated  from  a  wide  variety  of 
sources.  Fortunately,  the  internet  makes 
much  of  this  information  readily  available 
and  easily  accessible. 

Raw  sugar  contracts  for  the  U.S. 
domestic  market  are  traded  on  the  ICE 
Future  US  market  (formerly  New  York 
Board  of  Trade).  The  ICE  (Intercontinental 


Exchange)  is  a  major  futures  and  options 
trading  market  for  several  internationally 
traded  agricultural  commodities  including 
raw  sugar.  Raw  cane  sugar  in  the  U.S. 
market  is  traded  under  the  No.  16  contract, 
while  raw  sugar  in  the  world  market  is  traded 
under  the  No.  1 1  contract. 

Each  month  the  USD  A  releases  the  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE)  report  from  the  Office  of  the 
Chief  Economist.  This  report  provides 
USDA's  comprehensive  forecasts  of  supply 
and  demand  for  major  U.S.  and  global  crops 
and  U.S.  livestock,  including  current 
estimates  of  the  supply  and  demand  of  beet 
and  cane  sugar  in  the  U.S.  market  for  the 
current  year. 

USDA's  Economic  Research  Service 
(ERS)  has  a  web  page  titled  "Sugar  and 
Sweeteners  Briefing  Room''  which  contains 
a  wealth  of  production,  trade,  market  and 
policy  information  on  U.S.  and  international 
sugar  and  sweeteners.  State  and  parish 
(county)  level  data  on  acreage,  yield  and 
production  of  sugarcane  and  sugar  beets  is 
available  from  USDA's  National 
Agricultural  and  Statistics  Service  (NASS) 
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web  page.  The  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
provides  data  on  sugar  production  in  foreign 
countries  as  well  as  sugar  imports  into  the 
U.S. 

Knowledge  of  the  current  supply  and 
demand  sectors  of  the  domestic  sugar  market 
and  their  impacts  on  current  and  future 
market  price  levels  provides  a  base  of 
knowledge  which  can  greatly  aid  decisions 
at  both  the  farm,  mill  and  industry  level.  The 
information  sources  listed  here  provide 
timely  and  reliable  information  on  economic 
forces  at  work  in  the  domestic  and 
international  sugar  and  sweetener  markets 
and  their  resulting  impacts  on  market  price. 

Sugar  market  trading  exchange  web  site: 


Specific  web  page  for  No.  11  world  sugar 

futures  prices: 

www.  crbtrader.  com  /data/  j 

default.asp?page=quote&sym=SBN9&mode=i 

USD  A  sugar  sector  information  web  sites: 

World  Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand 

Estimates  (WASDE)  report: 

www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde/ 

index.htm 

(provides  USDA's  comprehensive 
forecasts  of  supply  and  demand  for 
major  U.S.  and  global  crops  (including 
sugar)  and  livestock.  Annual  estimates 
of  commodity  supply  and  demand  are 
updated  and  published  monthly.) 


Intercontinental      Exchange      (ICE): 

www.theice.com 

(formerly  the  New  York  Board  of  Trade, 
trading  exchange  for  domestic  and 
world  sugar  markets,  current  futures 
prices  for  No.  16  -domestic  and  No.  11 
-world  raw  sugar  contracts) 

Sugar  futures  market  price  information 
web  sites: 

Commodity         Research         Bureau: 

www.  crbtrader.  com 

(futures  market  web  site  reporting 
futures  prices  for  a  wide  variety  of 
commodities  including  currencies, 
financials,  energy,  grains,  softs,  meats 
and  metals.  Click  on  "Markets 
Overview"  link  at  the  top  of  the  page  to 
get  a  listing  of  all  futures  contract  quotes 
available) 

Specific  web  page  for  No.  1 6  domestic  sugar 

futures  prices: 

w w  w  .  c r b t r a d e r .  c o m  /data/ 

default.asp?page-quote&sym-SDX9&mode-i 


Economic  Research  Service: 

www.ers.  usda.  gov/briefing/ sugar 

(provides  a  wide  variety  of  analysis  and 
reports  on  U.S.  and  international  sugar 
and  sweetener  production, 
consumption,  and  trade.  Of  particular 
interest  is  the  Sugar  and  Sweeteners 
Outlook  report  which  provides  current 
intelligence  and  forecasts  the  effects  of 
changing  conditions  in  the  Sugar  and 
Sweeteners  market.  Topics  include 
production,  consumption,  shipments, 
trade,  and  prices  received) 

National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service: 

www.nass.usda.gov 

(provides  statistical  reports  of  crop 
acreage,  yield  and  production) 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service: 

www. fas,  usda.  gov/htp/su  gar/sugar,  asp 
(provides  reports  and  information  on  a 
wide  variety  of  reports  on  sugar 
production  and  trade  in  foreign 
countries  as  well  as  monthly  reports  on 
sugar  imports  into  the  U.S.) 
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Sunshine 


Eauipment  Co..  Inc. 
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SUGAR  CANE  HIGH  DUMP  WAGON 

8-10  ton  capacity  wagon 

Walking  beam  axie  design 

Special  slide  assembly  w/abrasive  resistant  wear  pads 

Separate  hydraulic  lift  and  dump  circuits 

Heavy  duty  cylinders,  pins,  and  cylinder  mounts 

Heavy  duty  hub  assemblies 

Multi-Lube  walking  beam 

14.00x24, 12pr  tires 

Adjustable  hitch 


Contact  Perry  Falcon 
at  225-268-2288 


.  .  .  ,       ..       ..  .       .■         ■   ■  K,.v^--         ■.,.       %-,.,„.    .■  .     ..:... 


Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 
to  view  our  used  equipment  inventory 


Donaldsonville.  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 

Quality  10-ton  high  dump  wagon  - 
$20,000;  1-set  AgChem  saddle 
tanks,  500  gal.  Fits  JD  50,  55,  60 
series  tractors  -  $500;  1980 
Fruehauf  alum,  end  dump  cane 
trailer  45'  x  96"  -  $1,200;  Dempster 
fertilizer  spreader  -  $2,000;  1990 
Nabors  42'  x  96"  alum,  end  dump 
cane  trailer  -  $10,000;  Zeringue 
PTO  ditcher-  $1,200.  Call 
Engemann  Farms  at  225-978-9976 
(Mark)  or  225-718-1812  (Curt). 

Amco  J-43  Breaking  disc  - 
$12,000.  Call  Dale  at  337-277- 
4943  or  Richard  at  337-288-2440. 

'96  John  Deere  7410;  '92  John 
Deere  4955;  '92  John  Deere  4560; 
'89  John  Deere  4255;  '89  Cameco 
Loader;  SP1800;  '80  John  Deere 
4440  Hi-Crop;  '80  John  Deere  4440 
Row  Crop.  Call  Joel  Luke  at  337- 
350-0129. 

WANTED:  Used  23-1  x  34  Tire. 
Call  Bill  Fagg  at  337-302-4430. 


•a    o  r-' 

■1    :k  :.: 

bp  £Q  Jj 
jB  g  3 

L~4       £Nj       f™< 


■s 


x 
LU 


8  i 


'.r( 


ID 


xj  q;  ==. 


V 


tot's  Reft. 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA    70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


IHE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 
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White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


High  Dump  Wagon 


Broussard  Model  421 0 

2  Cylinder  1 0  Ton 
Also  Available 

Broussard  Model  441 0 

4  Cylinder  1 0  Ton 
337-845-5080 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


AGRICULTURE 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


PSC  Exploring  Cogeneration  Opportunities 


The  Louisiana  Public  Service 
Commission  (PSC)  is  exploring  the 
development  of  a  renewable  portfolio 
standard  (RPS)  for  the  state.  The 
commission  is  considering  this  RPS  which 
would  require  energy  companies  to  pay  fair 
rates  to  companies  who  generate  electricity 
from  a  renewable  resource  like  sugarcane 
bagasse.  Renewable  energy  projects  will 
create  jobs  in  rural  communities  and  help 
wean  America  away  from  our  dependence 
on  foreign  oil.  It  will  also  allow  the  state  to 
fashion  its  own  RPS  before  one  is  forced 
on  us  by  the  federal  government. 

The  opportunity  for  establishing  a  RPS 
was  explored  by  the  commission  in  2005, 
but  a  green  pricing  tariff  program  was 
instituted  instead.  The  "Geaux  Green" 
program  has  since  shown  only  limited 
success  in  attracting  customers.  According 
to  the  PSC,  establishing  an  RPS  would 
better  demonstrate  the  state's  commitment 
to  renewable  energy  that  is  needed  to  create 
market  certainty  for  renewable  energy 
industries.  But  this  is  not  only  an  effort  to 
bring  in  new  companies  to  generate  a 


renewable  energy  market.  There  is  also 
substantial  interest  in  using  agricultural 
feedstock  that  is  already  produced  in  the 
state. 

Incorporating  agricultural  renewable 
energy  sources  is  a  joint  effort  that  has  been 
backed  by  the  Biomass  Stakeholders 
Coalition.  This  group  is  comprised  of 
representation  by  the  American  Sugarcane 
League,  the  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau 
Federation,  the  Louisiana  Forestry 
Association,  Agrilectric  Power  Partners, 
Louisiana  25x25,  and  the  Wood  Products 
Development  Foundation. 

The  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  is 
uniquely  positioned  to  create  electricity  from 
bagasse  because  we  have  everything  in 
place  to  harvest,  deliver  and  utilize  this 
resource  to  generate  electricity.  Producing 
an  economically  viable  electricity  source  for 
the  industry  has  proven  difficult  because  the 
avoided-cost  payments  that  the  electric 
companies  are  required  to  pay  have  been 
insufficient. 

In  the  PSC's  renewable  portfolio  feasibility 
report,  analysts  cited  LSU  AgCenter  data 


indicating  substantial  quantities  of  bagasse 
are  available  to  be  used  for  renewable  energy 
production.  Additional  information  was 
provided  from  a  report  presented  in 
September  2009  by  Dr.  Harold  Birkett  and 
Jeanie  Stein  of  the  Audubon  Sugar  Institute. 
The  report  maintains  that  more  than  80 
gigawatts  of  energy  could  potentially  be 
produced  within  a  100-day  grinding  season 
using  excess  bagasse  as  feedstock. 

Generating  electricity  from  bagasse  is  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry's  most  realistic 
opportunity  for  producing  energy  from 


sugarcane.  Using  sugarcane  to  producing 
liquid  fuels,  like  ethanol,  would  requin 
massive  capitol  investments  which  would  no 
necessary  to  simple  utilize  steam  that  w< 
currently  produce  to  power  generators 
Additionally,  utilizing  bagasse  would  eliminate 
millions  of  dollars  in  disposal  expense: 
incurred  by  our  mills  each  year. 

Finding  additional  uses  for  sugarcane  ha! 
long  been  a  priority  for  the  League.  Thi{ 
RPS  effort  is  by  far  the  most  legitimate 
opportunity  we  have  ever  had. 


Attend  the 

ASCL's  Annual  Contact  Committee  Meeting 

Wednesday 

June  30,  2010 

10:00  a.m. 

Envie' 

207  East  Bayou  Rd. 

Thibodaux,  LA 


GROWER  RELATIONS/PERSONNEL 
&  SAFETY  DIRECTOR 

Full  time  salary  position  (7  days/week  during  the  harvest  season  - 
approximately  100  days)  -  Liason  between  mill  growers,  track  acreage, 
tonnage  and  producer  yields.  Responsible  for  personnel,  company  policy 
implementation,  safety  program,  etc.  Microsoft  work/excel  proficient. 

Send  resume  to  dthibodeaux@stmarysugar.com 
or  call  David  Thibodeaux  @  337-276-6761 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Import  Quota  Increased 

Senate  Climate  Change/Energy  Bill  Introduced 

Farm  Bill  Field  Hearings 

USDA  WASDE  May  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


USDA  increased  the  raw  sugar  TRQ 
by  200,000  tons  in  late  April  and 
reallocated  surplus  raw  sugar 
allotments  to  imports.  The  cane  sugar 
allotment  was  reduced  to  4,015,892  tons  as 
a  result  of  this  change. 

Refiners  continue  to  raise  the  possibility 
of  raw  sugar  shortages  in  the  summer 
months  and  USDA  will  continue  to  monitor 
supplies  and  make  changes  as  needed.  I 
would  encourage  those  storing  raw  sugar  to 
make  sure  that  USDA  has  all  necessary 
information  to  make  informed  decisions  over 
the  next  few  months. 

Senate  Climate  Change/Energy  Bill 
Introduced 

Senators  John  Kerry  (D-MA)  and  Joe 
Lieberman  (ID-CT)  finally  released  their 
climate  change  bill  in  early  May  after  failing 
to  get  Senator  Lindsay  Graham  (R-SC)  to 
renew  his  efforts  to  work  with  them  on  a 
bipartisan  bill. 

The  American  Power  Act  is  written  to 
comply  with  Pay-Go  limits  (i.e.  provides 
offsets  for  any  spending  in  the  bill).  While 
exempting  farmers  and  limiting  application 


to  those  who  produce  more  than  25,000  tons 
of  carbon  pollution  annually,  it  would  create 
a  carbon  pollution  cap  on  the  three  major 
sources  of  carbon  release:  power  plants, 
heavy  industry  and  transportation.  Cap  & 
trade  schemes  would  be  eliminated,  including 
programs  already  approved  in  some  states. 
Some  proceeds  from  the  bill  would  go  to 
deficit  reduction  and  85%  of  the  remaining 
revenues  would  be  funneled  back  to 
consumers  in  the  form  energy  bill  discounts 
and  direct  rebates.  After  a  transition  period, 
100%  of  the  revenue  not  going  to  deficit 
reduction  would  be  refunded  directly  to 
consumers. 

The  bill  authorizes  revenue  sharing  from 
offshore  oil  and  gas  in  the  Gulf,  including 
areas,  with  37.5%  of  revenues  directed  to 
states.  Additionally,  12.5%  of  revenues 
would  be  directed  to  carry  out  state  and 
federal  programs  under  the  Land  and  Water 
Conservation  Fund.  In  addition,  revenues 
would  be  used  to  augment  the  Highway  Trust 
Fund. 

Renewable  energy  assistance  is  provided 
in  the  bill,  which  seeks  to  accelerate  progress 
in    this     important     area    of    energy 


development.  Allowances  to  states  would 
be  used  for  promoting  renewable  energy  and 
energy  efficiency  programs.  An  offset  credit 
program  for  domestic  emission  reductions 
would  include  projects  for  agricultural, 
grassland  and  rangeland  sequestration  and 
management  practices,  with  USDA  having 
primary  authority  over  these  activities.  EPA, 
USDA  and  the  Dept.  of  Interior  would  be 
directed  to  conduct  studies  related  to  the  use 
and  combustion  of  renewable  biomass  and 
gas  or  liquid  fuel  derived  from  renewable 
biomass.  The  National  Academies  of 
Sciences  is  to  submit  a  study  to  evaluate  how 
sources  of  renewable  biomass  contribute  to 
the  goals  of  increasing  energy  independence, 
protecting  the  environment  and  reducing 
global  warming  pollution.  The  bill  also 
establishes  a  program  to  invest  in  agriculture 
and  forestry  products  to  sequester  carbon 
and  reduce  greenhouse  gas  emissions 
through  a  Carbon  Conservation  Fund. 

The  Commodity  Futures  Trading 
Commission  would  have  jurisdiction  over  the 
trading  of  greenhouse  gas  instruments  and 
the  Commodity  Exchange  Act  would  be 
amended  to  regulate  greenhouse  gas 
instruments  in  the  same  manner  as 
agricultural  commodities. 

Farm  Bill  Field  Hearings 

The  House  Agriculture  Committee  has 
begun  a  series  of  farm  bill  field  hearings 
around  the  country  to  begin  the  process  of 
developing  the  next  farm  bill  in  2012.  Beet 
growers  testified  at  field  hearings  in  Idaho 
and  Wyoming,  while  a  Texas  sugarcane 
grower  testified  in  Lubbock,  Texas.  All 
agreed  on  the  importance  of  the  sugar 
program  to  the  national  economy  and 
expressed  strong  support  for  the  changes 
made  in  the  2008  farm  bill.  We  expect  that 
another  round  of  field  hearings  will 
commence  in  2011,  regardless  of  what 
happens  in  the  November  elections. 


USDA  WASDE  May  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  May  World  Agricultural  Suppl) 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  foi 
sugar  supply  and  use  for  2008/09  were 
unchanged.  Domestic  production  for  2009/ 
10  was  decreased  to  7,847,000  tons  from 
7,907,000  tons  due  to  a  drop  in  Louisiana 
and  Texas  production.  Cane  production  was 
decreased  to  3,347,000  tons  from  3,407,000 
tons,  with  Louisiana  production  falling  35,000 
tons  to  1,465,000  tons  and  Texas  falling 
24,000  ton  to  1 16,000  tons.  Beet  production 
remains  at  4,500,000.  Imports  were 
increased  to  2,5 19,000  tons  from  2,287,000 
tons,  with  imports  under  the  TRQ  increasing 
to  1,554,000  tons  and  high-tier  imports  of 
75,000  tons.  Imports  from  Mexico  remained 
at  540,000  tons.  Total  supplies  are  increased 
to  11,865,000  tons  from  11,693,000  tons  last 
month.  Exports  were  unchanged  at  150,000 
tons,  deliveries  were  increased  to  10,485,000 
tons  from  10,325,000  tons,  and  total  use  rose 
to  10,635,000  tons  from  10,475,000  tons. 
Ending  stocks  for  September  2010  are 
increased  to  1,230,000  tons  from  1,218,000 
tons,  leaving  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  at  11.6 
percent. 

USDA's  first  projection  for  2010/11 
includes  domestic  production  of  8,165,000 
tons,  with  beet  production  at  4,630,000  tons 
and  cane  production  at  3,535,000  tons. 
Florida  was  projected  at  1,785,000  tons, 
Louisiana  at  1,465,000  tons,  Texas  at 
150,000  tons  and  Hawaii  at  135,000  tons. 
Imports  are  projected  at  2,084,000  tons, 
including  1,224,000  tons  under  TRQ,  300,000 
tons  under  reexports,  560,000  tons  under 
high-tier  and  other,  and  550,000  tons  from 
Mexico.  Total  supply  is  projected  at 
11,479,000  tons.  Exports  are  assumed  to 
be  150,000  tons,  deliveries  unchanged  from 
2009/10  at  10,485,000  tons,  total  use 
likewise  unchanged  from  2009/10  at 
10,635,000  tons,  resulting  in  ending  stocks 


of  844,000  tons  and  a  stocks-to-use  ratio 
of  7.9  percent. 

USDA  left  Mexican  estimates 
unchanged  for  2009/10.  For  2010/11, 
Mexican  production  is  projected  at 
5,450,000  tons,  imports  at  150,000  tons, 
domestic  use  at  4,950,000  tons  and  exports 
at  500,000  tons.  As  a  result,  Mexico  is 
projected  to  have  ending  stocks  of 
1,018,000  tons. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 
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Crop  Report 

First  Reports  of  Rust 

L  03-371  New  Sugar  Variety  Release 

Ho  02-113  New  High  Fiber  Bioenergy  Variety  Release 

Sugar  Meetings 
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the  writing  of  this  article  on  May 
15,  2010,  as  one  drives  through  the 
industry  and  talks  to  growers  about 
their  crop  there  is  a  quick  revelation  that 
many  in  the  industry  were  forced  to  keep 
too  many  fields  that  probably  will  not  develop 
the  population  needed  to  produce  average 
yields.  When  the  growers  were  asked  why 
they  kept  some  fields  that  will  not  produce 
returns  much  above  their  input  and  harvest 
costs,  the  most  common  reply  is  the  inability 
to  plant  any  more  acreage  than  is  already 
scheduled  for  planting  this  fall.  In  discussions 
it  is  pointed^out  that  there  will  be  a  larger 
than  normal  planting  this  year  and  next  and 
that  it  is  better  to  split  the  excessive  planting 
over  two  years  than  rushing  to  get  it  all 
planted  in  one.  Most  answer  with  about  the 
same  statement,  this  year's  planting  will 
affect  their  production  for  the  next  three  or 
four  harvests. 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  height  this 
time  of  year  is  not  reflected  in  the  final  crop 
yield  (tonnage),  and  that  the  establishment 
of  a  good  population  during  the  month  of 
May  is  the  key  to  higher  yields  (tonnage)  in 


the  fall.  For  most  of  the  industry,  the  dry 
field  conditions  of  the  past  few  weeks  have 
been  ideal  for  fieldwork  and  for  the 
production  of  tillers  and  populations.  With 
the  crop  fertilized,  most  growers  are  poised 
to  start  their  layby  cultivation  and  herbicide 
spraying.  The  recent  rain  should  improve 
the  soil  tilth,  improve  the  effectiveness  of 
applied  herbicide  at  layby,  and  get  the  cane 
growing  before  bermudagrass  and 
johnsongrass  overtake  fields  with  a  thinner 
stand  of  HoCP  96-540. 

First  Reports  of  Rust 

Toward  the  end  of  last  week  (May  5-7), 
reports  of  rust  started  to  pop  up,  first  in  plots 
of  the  extremely  diverse  and  unselected 
populations  at  the  USDA  research  farm,  and 
then  in  plots  of  the  commercial  variety  Ho 
95-988.  Within  the  same  week,  these  initial 
reports  were  quickly  followed  by  reports  of 
rust  in  commercial  fields  of  Ho  95-988.  Upon 
further  scouting,  there  now  are  reports  of 
rust  in  more  advanced  fields  (plant-cane)  of 
HoCP  96-540.  These  early  reports  all  appear 
to  be  the  old  nemesis  brown  rust  and  not  the 


orange  rust  that  pounded  the  Florida 
sugarcane  industry  in  2008. 

In  the  April  2010  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin,  on  pages  15  and  16  is  an  article 
written  by  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy,  LSU  AgCenter 
sugarcane  pathologist,  regarding  his  thoughts 
on  treatment  for  rust.  It  would  be  a  good 
idea  to  reread,  considering  most  were  not 
expecting  an  early  outbreak  of  rust. 

L  03-371  New  Sugar  Variety  Release 

The  Variety  Release  Committee  chaired 
by  Mr.  Chris  Mattingly  met  on  May  5, 2010. 
The  Committee  is  comprised  of  researchers 
from  the  LSU  AgCenter,  the  USDA-ARS 
Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Co-Chairman  Mr. 
Rodney  Simoneaux,  and  the  League's  three 
agronomists.  The  variety  up  for  release  as 
a  commercial  sugar  variety  was  L  03-371, 
the  progeny  of  a  1998  cross  between 
experimental  variety  CP  83-644  and  the 
commercial  release  LCP  82-89.  After  an 
in-depth  discussion  of  all  the  good  and  bad 
characteristics  of  L  03-371,  there  was  a 
unanimous  decision  by  the  Committee  that 
the  new  variety  should  be  released  to  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  for  commercial 
production  in  the  fall  of  2010. 

Yield  data  for  L  03-371  throughout  its 
testing  cycle  has  indicated  that  it  is  equal  to 
or  better  than  HoCP  96-540  in  plant  cane, 
first-stubble,  and  second-stubble  plots.  This 
new  variety  has  had  adequate  yields  of  sugar 
per  acre  in  the  stubble  crops  with  a  population 
and  stalk  weight  about  equal  to  that  of  HoCP 
96-540.  In  combined  analyses  for  each  crop 
year  of  three  plant-cane,  two  first-stubble, 
and  one  second-stubble  outfield  tests 
harvested  in  2007  -  2009,  the  sugar  per  ton 
of  cane  for  L  0 1  -37 1  was  significantly  higher 
than  that  reported  for  HoCP  96-540.  It  has 
shown  resistance  to  both  smut  and  rust,  two 
of  the  most  important  sugarcane  diseases 
found  in  the  fields  of  Louisiana.  The  newly 
released  variety  is  rated  as  susceptible  to 


the  sugarcane  stalk  borer  and  in  tests  where 
it  is  present  L  03-371  has  shown 
susceptibility  to  the  mexican  rice  borer. 

The  Notice  of  Release  for  L  03-371 
will  be  published  in  the  July  issue  of  the 
Sugar  Bulletin,  as  will  applications  for 
the  new  variety  and  a  list  of  secondary 
stations  from  which  seedcane  can  be 
purchased.  The  notice  will  contain  more 
in-depth  information  on  the  yields  of  L  03- 
371  compared  to  other  varieties  now 
available  for  the  industry.  Additionally,  its 
release  will  be  a  topic  at  all  the  upcoming 
sugarcane  field  days.  There  should  be  a 
sufficient  supply  from  the  secondary  stations 
of  L  03-371  to  meet  reasonable  requests. 
Much  effort  has  been  put  into  improving  the 
quality  of  seed  coming  from  the  secondary 
stations  by  reducing  and  eliminating  RSD 
before  seedcane  is  introduced  and 
propagated  on  the  primary  stations.  Three 
primary  stations  supply  seed  of  new  varieties 
to  the  44  secondary  stations.  Seedcane  is 
increased  only  one  time  at  the  secondary 
station  level;  therefore,  the  sanitation 
procedures  to  reduce  the  spread  of  RSD 
can  be  closely  monitored  by  the  League's 
Agronomists,  who  are  assisted  by  personnel 
from  both  LSU  and  the  USDA  that  are 
involved  in  the  varietal  development 
program. 

Ho  02-113  New  High  Fiber  Bioenergy 
Variety  Release 

In  addition  to  the  action  taken  on  L  03- 
371,  the  Variety  Release  Committee  voted 
to  release  a  new  variety  for  the  bioenergy 
industry.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  Committee 
that  Ho  02- 1 1 3  is  released  to  the  developing 
bioenergy  industry  as  a  companion  to  the 
current  bioenergy  variety  L  79-1002.  The 
new  variety  has  been  somewhat  fast-tracked 
in  its  release  and  does  not  have  some 
information  normally  available  for  new 
varieties  at  the  time  of  their  release. 
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In  the  data  presented,  Ho  02-113's  yields 
in  the  categories  of  total  fiber  per  acre  (TFA) 
and  dry  matter  per  acre  (TFS  A)  were  higher 
than  that  of  L  79-1002.  Ho  02-1 13's  average 
fiber  percent  cane  is  a  little  above  26%  and 
it  produces  about  55  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton 
of  cane.  There  is  no  seed  for  Ho  02-133  on 
the  secondary  stations.  Seedcane  of  this 
variety  will  only  be  available  from  the 
commercial  seedcane  producers. 

The  Notice  of  Release  of  the  Energy 
Cane  Ho  02- 1 1 3  will  be  published  in  the  July 
issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin.  The  release 
statement  will  contain  a  more  complete 
description  and  yield  potential  than  was 
presented  in  this  article.  Once  again,  the 
League  does  not  have  seedcane  of  this 
variety  and  it  does  not  have  seed  allocation 
forms. 

Sugar  Meetings 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Contact  Committee  Meeting  is  scheduled  for 
June  30,  2010  at  the  Envie'  in  Thibodaux, 
LA.  This  year's  meeting  will  start  at  10:00 


a.m.  and  center  on  keeping  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  industry  profitable  and  will  have 
topics  of  interest  to  both  processors  and 
producers.  The  topics  include  information 
on  the  release  of  a  new  sugar  variety, 
important  research  on  rust  impact  on  the 
variety  program  and  results  from  2009 
fungicide  directed  spray  treatment.  Also 
discussed  will  be  the  importance  of 
maintaining  soil  health  and  its  relationship  to 
making  more  profits  and  attempts  at  on  farm 
precision  application  of  crop  inputs.  For  the 
processors,  Dr.  Eggleston  will  discuss  the 
importance  of  milk  of  lime  to  higher  quality 
sugar  production. 

The  40th  annual  joint  meeting  of  the 
ASSCT  is  to  be  held  at  the  Bay  Point 
Marriott  Golf  Resort  and  Spa,  Panama  City, 
Florida.  The  dates  for  the  meeting  are  June 
16  -  18,  2010.  Additional  information, 
registration  forms,  and  hotel  reservations  can 
be  found  at  the  ASSCT  web  site  at 
www.assct.org.  The  complete  list  of  summer 
meetings  can  be  found  on  page  12. 


Please  see  next  month's  issue  for  the 

Notice  of  Release  for  L  03-371 

and  the  application  for  seedcane 
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2010  Summer  Meeting  Schedule1 


Date:  Time:2  Event/Location: 

June  4  9:00  am         Terrebonne  Parish  Area  Sugarcane  Field  Day,  USDA-ARS 

Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Main  Office,  Houma,  LA 

June  7-17  Raw   Cane  Manufacturers  Institute, 

Nicholls  State  University,  Thibodaux,  LA 

June  10  9:00  am         River  Parishes  Sugarcane  Field  Day 

(Ascension/St.  James/St.  John/St.  Charles), 
Welcome  Farms/Blackberry  Farms,  St.  James,  LA 

June  16-18  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists, 

Bay  Point  Golf  Resort  and  Spa,  Panama  City,  Florida 

June  24-27  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  Convention,  Marriott  Hotel, 

New  Orleans,  LA 

June  30  10:00  am       ASCL  Contact  Committee  Meeting, 

Envie',  Thibodaux,  LA 

Assumption  Parish  Sugarcane  Tour  and  Field  Day, 
Assumption  Parish  Agricultural  Complex,  Napoleonville,  LA 

Lafourche  Parish  Sugarcane  Field  Day 
Lafourche  Agricultural  Bldg.,  Raceland,  LA 

Cane  Sugar  Refiners  Institute, 

Nicholls  State  University,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Area  Wide  Sugar  Field  Day 

(Pointe  Coupee/W  Baton  Rouge/Iberville), 

LSU  AgCenter,  Sugar  Research  Station,  St.  Gabriel,  LA 

St.  Martin/Lafayette/St.  Landry  Levert  Sugar  Field  Day, 
St.  John  Farm,  St.  Martinville,  LA 

St.  Mary/Iberia  Sugarcane  Field  Day, 
Iberia  Research  Station,  Jeanerette,  LA 

International  Sweetener  Symposium, 

Marriott  Mountain  Resort  and  Spa,  Vail,  Colorado 

TBA  Avoyelles/Rapides  Sugarcane  Meeting 

'List  of  sugar  meetings  provided  by  Dr.  Kenneth  Gravois,  LSU  AgCenter  Sugarcane 
Specialist.  2Times  listed  for  field  days  are  for  the  actual  start  time  of  the  function  itself, 
registration  generally  begins  at  least  one  hour  prior  to  the  event. 
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July  13 

9:00  am 

July  15 

8:30  am 

July  19-30 

July  21 

9:00  am 

July  23 

2:00pm 

July  28 

4:30  pm 

July  30- Aug  4 

%% 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD, 
LSU  AgCenter 


Raw  Sugar  Market  Price  Prospects  for  2010/11 


As  we  approach  the  end  of  the  2009/ 
10  fiscal  crop  year,  we  have 
experienced  raw  sugar  market 
prices  at  levels  which  we  have  not  seen  in 
decades.  In  October  1980,  the  monthly 
average  raw  sugar  price  reached  41  cents 
per  pound.  From  1982,  when  the  current 
TRQ  import  program  to  manage  the 
domestic  sugar  market  was  implemented, 
through  April  of  2010  (340  months),  the 
monthly  average  price  of  raw  sugar 
exceeded  24  cents  per  pound  only  two  times 
and  never  exceeded  25  cents. 

In  2009,  a  combination  of  factors 
including  tight  supplies  both  domestically  and 
internationally  started  to  push  domestic  raw 
prices  to  very  high  levels.  In  August  2009, 
the  raw  price  moved  above  26  cents  and 
by  February  2010  it  had  reached  40  cents. 
Over  the  past  few  months  the  U.S.  raw 
price  has  started  to  decline.  At  the  time  of 
this  writing  (May  13),  July  2010  futures 
prices  were  trading  at  29  cents  and 
November  2010  futures  prices  were  trading 
at  26  cents.  The  relevant  question  now  is: 
What  do  we  expect  raw  sugar  prices  to  be 
for  the  2010  sugarcane  crop? 


The  first  projection  of  U.S.  sugar  supply 
and  use  for  the  2010/11  fiscal  year  was 
released  by  USDA  on  May  11th  in  the 
WASDE  report.  Several  factors  in  the  report 
indicate  that  we  will  still  have  a  very  tight, 
although  sufficient,  sugar  market  next  year. 
Beginning  stocks  on  October  1,  2010  are 
estimated  to  be  1.23  million  tons.  This 
inventory  stock  level  is  17.9%  less  than  the 
current  year  (1.49  mil.  tons)  and  25.9%  less 
than  in  2008/09  (1.66  mil.  tons).  Total  beet 
and  cane  sugar  production  for  the  coming 
year  is  projected  currently  to  be  up  only  4% 
over  last  year. 

Total  2010/11  imports  are  projected  at 
2.084  million  tons.  USDA  projections  of 
sugar  imports  this  early  in  the  fiscal  year 
always  set  TRQ  import  levels  at  their 
minimum  required  levels  of  1.224  million 
tons.  TRQ  import  levels  can  be  adjusted 
upward  if  necessary  later  in  the  year.  In 
fact,  USDA  announced  a  200,000  ton  TRQ 
import  increase  on  April  23  for  the  current 
crop  year.  Currently,  2010/11  total  sugar 
supply  is  projected  at  11.479  million  tons, 
compared  with  1 1 .865  million  tons  in  2009/ 
10. 
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Mexico  has  emerged  to  become  a  highly 
variable  supply  factor  in  our  sugar  market. 
In  2008/09,  Mexico  exported  1.402  million 
tons  of  sugar  into  the  U.S.  market,  helping 
to  send  total  U.S.  imports  to  over  3.0  million 
tons.  In  2010/11,  Mexican  exports  of  sugar 
into  the  U.S.  are  expected  to  be  about  the 
same  as  this  year  (550,000  tons).  Mexico  is 
expected  to  carryover  a  much  larger  volume 
of  sugar  into  next  year  causing  their  import 
levels  to  decline  and  lessening  the  chance 
that  they  could  export  larger  volumes  into 
the  U.S. 

With  total  sugar  use  in  2010/1 1  projected 
at  10.635  million  tons,  ending  stocks  for  next 
year  are  currently  projected  to  be  844,000 
tons,  resulting  in  a  stocks-to-use  ratio  of 
7.9%.  Even  if  imports  are  increased,  prior 
to  October  1,  2010  or  after  April  1,  2011  as 
allowed  by  law,  the  U.S.  sugar  market  will 
still  have  sufficient,  although  tight  supplies. 
Using  USDA's  current  estimates  of  2010/ 
1 1  supply  and  demand,  it  would  require  an 
import  increase  of  390,000  tons  to  bring  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio  up  to  the  2009  level 
(11.6%)  and  630,000  tons  to  bring  it  up  to 
the  2008  level  (13.9%).  Import  increases 
at  these  levels  may  be  difficult  to  achieve 
given  the  fact  that  Mexico  probably  would 
not  be  able  to  contribute  much  if  any  to  that 
volume.       Furthermore,    the    USDA 


administration  has  appeared  to  be  somewhat 
more  hesitant  to  prematurely  increase 
imports  than  in  years  past.  Given  the  fact 
that  current  market  prices  have  declined 
substantially  over  the  past  few  months,  the 
administration  may  let  the  market  work  itself 
down  to  an  equilibrium  price  level  without 
much  intervention  on  their  part. 

It  is  also  important  to  keep  in  mind  that 
sugar  from  a  single  crop  year  is  sold  over 
several  months  and  the  actual  average  sugar 
market  price  received  by  growers  is  a 
weighted  average  of  volumes  of  sugar  sold 
at  various  times  and  the  market  price 
received.  For  example,  although  the  raw 
sugar  market  price  hit  40  cents  in  February, 
when  the  first  sales  of  the  2009  crop  were 
made  last  spring,  the  price  was  at  20  cents. 
The  average  price  for  the  2009  crop  will 
probably  end  up  in  the  23  to  24  cent  range. 

Given  the  projected  supply  and  demand 
volumes  for  the  coming  year,  in  addition  to 
the  more  cautious  approach  by  USDA  in 
managing  the  market,  most  industry  analysts 
expect  the  raw  sugar  price  for  the  coming 
year  to  be  somewhere  in  the  24  to  25  cent 
range.  Final  production  and  import  volumes 
may  alter  this  price  slightly.  However,  there 
is  not  much  in  the  market  right  now  to 
suggest  a  major  departure  from  current 
projections. 


U.S.  Raw  Sugar  Prices  -  2008  to  2010 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

JL~0  /  /  ■OnrO~JL/\IN  YJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^«s^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  hubs 


17 


Complete  Military 
Axles  with  Brakes 


$550 


Made  in  the 
U.S.A  I 


Install  an  entire  axle  for 
the  cost  of  a  brake  job  - 
low  mileage    •     like  new 
We  have  Axle  Parts  TOO! 


Managed  by: 
Grace  and  Maggie 
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■    We    have    the    best    TIRES 

IXIIIIIltllltlXICIIIIIIIIIIlCIIII 


GAM  Tire  Co.,  Inc. 
337-319-0574  or  337-276-6200 
Jeanerette,  LA  70544 


SUGARCANE 

PROTECTION  FROM 

YIELD-ROBBING  BORERS. 

Diamond®  insecticide's  unique  mode  of  action  interferes  with 
the  development  of  yield-robbing  insects  and  provides  effective 
control  of  destructive  Sugarcane  borers  and  Mexican  rice  borers. 
Low  risk,  low  use  rates,  and  safety  to  beneficials  make  it  excellent 
for  IPM.  Ask  for  Diamond  from  MANA.  In  fact,  insist  on  it. 


Diamond 


Exclusive 
to  MANA 


0.83EC  INSECTICIDE 


Al  WAYS  WAD  AND  f  01 1  0WLAB&  DIRECTIONS.  Check  with  your  MANA  representative  for  state  registration  status. 
©201 0  Diamond  ol  MANA  (Makhteshim  Agan  of  North  America,  Inc.) 
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Crop   Protection 
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Edwis  0.  Dufrene,  Jr.,  USDA-ARS,  SRU,  Agronomist 

Michael  J.  Duet,  Jr.,  USDA-ARS,  SRU,  Research  Technician 

Nathan  P.  Blackwelder,  ASCL,  Agronomist 

Herman  L.  Waguespack,  Jr.,  ASCL,  Agronomist 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  ASCL,  Senior  Agronomist 


Outfield  variety  tests  are  conducted  each  year  on  grower  farms  that  represent  different 
regions  and  soils  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry.  These  tests  are  conducted 
during  the  final  three  years  of  the  12  year  Louisiana  sugarcane  variety  improvement 
program.  This  report  is  a  summary  of  the  yield  performance  of  the  commercial  and 
experimental  sugarcane  varieties  harvested  in  the  outfield  variety  tests  during  2009. 

Outfield  tests  are  planted,  harvested,  and  evaluated  cooperatively  by  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  This  effort  has  been  guided  by 
the  Three- Way  Agreement,  a  document  first  signed  in  1926. 

In  2009,  32  outfield  tests  were  mechanically  harvested  at  1 1  locations  throughout  the 
sugarcane  belt  (Table  1).  These  tests  were  on  sugarcane  farms  with  typical  soils  for  that 
region.  The  planting  date,  harvest  date(s),  soil  type  and  region  for  each  outfield  test  location 
are  provided  in  Table  1.  Due  to  wet  muddy  field  conditions,  three  of  the  tests  were  not 
harvested  until  early  January  2010. 

Sugarcane  varieties  at  each  location  were  planted  in  a  randomized  complete  block  design 
with  three  replications  of  each  variety.  The  plot  size  was  two  rows  that  were  50  feet  long 
with  a  5-foot  alley  between  each  plot.  Five  commercial  varieties,  HoCP  96-540  (released  in 
2003),  L  99-226  and  L  99-233  (both  released  in  2006),  HoCP  00-950  (released  in  2007),  and 
L  01-283  (released  in  2008),  were  evaluated  at  eleven  locations  in  plant-cane,  eleven  locations 
in  first- stubble,  seven  locations  in  second-stubble,  and  three  locations  in  third-stubble.  The 
commercial  varieties  LCP  85-384  (released  in  1993),  Ho  95-988  (released  in  2004),  and  L 
97-128  (released  in  2004),  were  not  planted  at  outfield  tests  in  2008,  however  they  were 
harvested  as  first-,  second-,  and  third-stubble  in  2009.  For  the  2009  harvest,  because  it  had 
been  dropped  from  the  program  and  then  reinstated,  L  01-299  (released  in  2009)  was  not  on 
hand  for  harvest  in  plant-cane  test  fields.  The  experimental  variety  L  03-371  (released  in 
2010)  was  included  in  the  plant-cane  through  second- stubble  tests.  Another  experimental 
variety,  HoCP  04-838,  was  included  in  the  plant-cane  and  first-stubble  tests,  and  the 
experimental  varieties  HoCP  05-902  and  Ho  05-961  were  included  in  plant-cane  tests  only. 

Each  test  was  harvested  using  chopper  harvesters  provided  by  the  grower  at  each  location. 
Cane  yield  (tons  cane/acre)  was  measured  using  a  three-ton  capacity,  single-axle,  high- 
dump  weigh  wagon  equipped  with  electronic  load  cells  to  record  cane  weight  from  each 
plot.  Cane  quality  was  determined  from  10-stalk  samples  that  were  randomly  cut  from 
each  plot  prior  to  harvesting.  These  whole-stalk  samples  were  weighed  to  determine  average 
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Table  1.   Planting  and  harvest  dates, 

soil  types  and  regions,  for  12  outfield  locations 

during  2009. 

Location 

Plant 

-cane 

First-stubble 

Second-stubble 

Third-stubble 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest  Planted 

2009 

2008 

2009 

2007 

2009 

2006 

2009 

2005 

Light  Soil 

Alma3 

11/30 

09/29 

11/10 

10/22 

11/10 

09/21 

10/14 

09/16 

Bon  Secour  l 

12/22 

09/24 

12/23 

09/06 

12/22 

09/26 

11/04 

09/07 

Brunswick  3 

11/27 

09/22 

11/27 

09/15 

* 

* 

Glenwood  ' 

12/03 

10/02 

12/03 

09/12 

10/06 

08/16 

** 

09/13 

Lanaux l 

12/10 

09/24 

12/10 

09/11 

10/22 

08/29 

10/22 

09/14 

Levert-St.  John2 

12/09 

09/23 

10/26 

09/19 

** 

08/30 

** 

09/09 

R.  Hebert 2 

1/06  4 

10/13 

01/06  4 

09/27 

10/08 

09/12 

** 

09/12 

Heavy  Soil 

Adeline 2 

11/05 

10/15 

11/05 

10/05 

11/05 

10/04 

** 

09/21 

Al  Landry  l 

** 

10/07 

** 

08/27 

** 

09/07 

** 

09/15 

Magnolia l 

11/23 

10/17 

11/23 

09/07 

11/23 

10/10 

** 

10/06 

Mary  * 

11/24 

10/09 

10/09 

09/20 

* 

* 

Shadyside  2 

01/05  4 

10/13 

11/06 

09/28 

* 

* 

*   No  test  planted  at  this  location. 
**    No  test  harvested  at  this  location. 


1  Mississippi  River/Bayou  Lafourche  region 

2  Bayou  Teche  region 

3  Northern  region 
4Harvestedin2010. 


stalk  weight  and  then  crushed  with  a  three-roller  mill  to  obtain  juice  for  quality  analysis. 
From  this  analysis,  theoretical  recoverable  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  (lbs/ton)  was  estimated 
from  the  Brix  and  pol  values  obtained  for  each  sample  (4).  The  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  (lbs/ 
acre)  was  estimated  as  the  product  of  tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 
Yield  data  for  each  crop,  combined  across  soil  types  and  locations,  are  found  in  Table  2. 
Additional  references  on  the  procedures  used  for  data  collection  and  preparation  are  given 
at  the  end  of  this  report  (1,2,  3). 

Data  were  analyzed  using  the  PROC  MIXED  procedure  in  SAS  (ver.  9.2).  Least  square 
means  were  estimated  and  separated  using  the  PDIFF  option  where  a  probability  level  of 
greater  than  or  equal  to  0.05  was  considered  significant.  In  2009,  HoCP  96-540  occupied 
50  percent  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  acreage  (5),  and  it  is  used  as  the  standard  for 
comparisons  in  this  report.  Varieties  that  had  statistically  higher  or  lower  values  than  HoCP 
96-540  were  followed  by  a  "+"  or  "-",  respectively. 

The  rains  that  began  in  early  September  stopped  only  for  a  short  while  in  November, 
which  made  harvesting  a  challenge  due  to  muddy  conditions.  These  rains  also  caused  all 
the  varieties  included  in  the  outfield  tests  to  become  severely  lodged  in  many  different 
directions. 

In  the  plant-cane  tests,  L  99-226  and  the  experimental  variety  HoCP  05-902  had  similar 
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Table  2.  A  combined  analysis 

of  outfield  tests  for  plant 

:-cane 

through  third-stubble 

crops 

on  light  and  heavy  soil  locations  during  2009. 

Sugar/ Acre 

Tons/Acre 

Sugar/Ton    Stalk  weight 

Population 

Variety 

(lbs) 

(tons) 

(lbs) 

(lbs) 

(no. /acre) 

Plant-cane  crop  at  eleven  locations 

HoCP  96-540 

9735 

36.2 

270 

2.65 

27947 

L  99-226 

10325 

35.6 

290 

+ 

3.08  + 

23370    - 

L  99-233 

11829  + 

42.3  + 

281 

+ 

2.17  - 

39926  + 

HoCP  00-950 

11251  + 

37.7 

299 

+ 

2.42  - 

31554  + 

L  01-283 

10762  + 

38.0 

284 

+ 

2.23  - 

34708  + 

L  03-371 

11300  + 

39.2  + 

289 

+ 

2.52 

31608  + 

HoCP  04-838 

11698  + 

42.6  + 

275 

2.43  - 

35606  + 

HoCP  05-902 

10104 

33.5   - 

303 

+ 

2.18  - 

30924  + 

Ho  05-961 

11233  + 

39.3  + 

286 

+ 

2.56 

31416  + 

First-stubble  crop  at  eleven  locations 

LCP  85-384 

6988  - 

27.2   - 

258 

1.68  - 

33047  + 

Ho  95-988 

8478 

32.0 

265 

+ 

2.11  - 

30845 

HoCP  96-540 

8379 

32.8 

255 

2.27 

29273 

L 97-128 

8349 

30.9 

270 

+ 

2.29 

27078 

L  99-226 

8829 

31.4 

282 

+ 

2.52  + 

25280    - 

L  99-233 

8715 

33.1 

263 

1.84  - 

36345  + 

HoCP  00-950 

9112  + 

30.7 

297 

+ 

1.84  - 

33268  + 

L  01-283 

9468  + 

33.9 

278 

+ 

1.81  - 

38063  + 

L  01-299 

9901  + 

37.9  + 

262 

1.92  - 

39767  + 

L  03-371 

8792 

32.4 

272 

+ 

2.20 

29669 

HoCP  04-838 

8932 

34.2 

261 

1.97  - 

35074  + 

Second-stubble  crop  at 

seven  locations 

LCP  85-384 

6322 

25.7   - 

251 

1.64 

31615 

Ho  95-988 

7331 

28.5 

261 

+ 

1.97 

28996 

HoCP  96-540 

6860 

29.1 

244 

1.81 

33243 

L  97-128 

7488 

27.8 

274 

+ 

1.98 

27897    - 

L  99-226 

7194 

27.0 

271 

+ 

2.12  + 

26225    - 

L  99-233 

7577 

30.1 

258 

+ 

1.69 

36666 

HoCP  00-950 

7422 

26.8 

282 

+ 

1.72 

31045 

L  01-283 

8601  + 

32.7  + 

267 

+ 

1.73 

38393  + 

L  01-299 

8570  + 

34.1   + 

257 

+ 

1.75 

40009  + 

L  03-371 

8026  + 

30.8 

266 

+ 

1.79 

33281 

Third-stubble  crop  at  three  locations 

LCP  85-384 

5782  - 

20.7   - 

279 

1.49  - 

28115 

Ho  95-988 

6248 

22.6 

275 

1.71  - 

26550 

HoCP  96-540 

7303 

27.0 

275 

2.24 

24248 

L  97-128 

7532 

27.4 

281 

2.08 

26573 

L  99-226 

7565 

24.9 

306 

+ 

2.31 

21646 

L  99-233 

7856 

29.5 

269 

1.64  - 

36518  + 

HoCP  00-950 

8252 

28.1 

296 

+ 

1.71  - 

33796  + 

L  01-283 

8059 

28.8 

284 

1.66  - 

35414  + 

L  01-299 

9717  + 

33.7  + 

293 

+ 

1.97 

35336  + 

'+/-'    represents  varieties  that  were  significantly  higher/lower  than  HoCP  96-540, 
respectively. 
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sugar  per  acre  yields  when  compared  to  HoCP  96-540,  with  all  other  commercial  varieties 
having  significantly  higher  sugar  per  acre  yields.  For  the  first-stubble  tests,  HoCP  00-950, 
L  01-283,  L  01-299  had  significantly  higher  sugar  per  acre  yields  than  HoCP  96-540,  and 
LCP  85-384  had  significantly  lower  sugar  per  acre  yields  in  first-stubble  and  third-stubble 
tests.  Second-  stubble  yields  were  similar  to  the  first-stubble  data  except  that  L  03-371 
replaced  HoCP  00-950.  In  the  third-stubble  tests,  only  L  01-299  had  higher  sugar  per  acre 
yields  than  HoCP  96-540.  Lower  sugar  per  ton  was  a  factor  that  decreased  sugar  per  acre 
yields  for  HoCP  96-540  in  all  crops,  suggesting  that  significant  advances  in  sugar  per  ton  are 
being  made  through  sugarcane  breeding. 

L  03-37 1  was  harvested  in  plant-cane,  first-stubble,  and  second-stubble  tests  in  2009.  Its 
sugar  per  acre  yield  was  higher  than  HoCP  96-540  in  plant-cane  and  second-stubble  tests 
and  similar  in  first-stubble.  In  all  crops,  L  03-371  had  significantly  higher  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane  than  HoCP  96-540.  L  03-37 1  has  now  been  released  by  the  Variety  Release  Committee 
for  distribution  to  Louisiana's  sugarcane  growers  in  the  fall  of  2010. 

HoCP  04-838  was  higher  than  HoCP  96-540  in  sugar  per  acre  yield  in  the  plant-cane 
crop,  with  higher  tonnage  and  sugar  per  ton  values  similar  to  HoCP  96-540.  In  the  first- 
stubble  tests,  its  cane  and  sugar  yields  were  similar  to  HoCP  96-540.  HoCP  04-838  is 
eligible  for  release  in  201 1 . 

There  were  two  experimental  varieties  from  the  2005  assignment  series  in  the  plant-cane 
tests,  HoCP  05-902  and  Ho  05-961.  HoCP  05-902  had  the  highest  sugar  per  ton  of  any 
variety  but  had  low  tonnage,  which  was  due  primarily  to  severe  lodging.  Ho  05-961 
performed  well,  having  significantly  higher  sugar  per  acre,  tonnage,  and  sugar  per  ton  than 
HoCP  96-540. 
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Agents  in  each  sugarcane-producing  parish  collected  acreage  figures  by  variety  and 
crop  from  growers  in  their  respective  parishes.  Nine  varieties,  LCP  85-384,  HoCP 
91-555,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128,  L  99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP  00-950 
and  L  01-283,  were  listed  along  with  "Others"  in  the  survey.  The  category  of  others  included, 
but  was  not  limited  to,  small  acreages  of  CP  70-321,  HoCP  85-845,  CP  89-2143  and  the 
newly  released  variety,  L  01-299.  There  was  also  a  small  acreage  of  L  03-371  on  the 
secondary  stations;  this  variety  is  eligible  for  commercial  release  in  2010.  The  crop  was 
divided  into  four  categories,  which  included  plant-cane,  first-stubble,  second-stubble  and 
third-stubble  and  older  crops. 

Total  State  and  Regional  Acreage.  Actual  area  planted  to  sugarcane  included  in  this 
survey  for  each  parish,  region  and  statewide  is  shown  in  Table  1.  Statewide,  the  area 
planted  to  sugarcane  in  2009  was  420,887  acres  (3,558  acres  or  approximately  1%  more 
than  reported  in  2008)  according  to  state  USDA-FSA  records  (Willie  Cooper,  personal 
communications).  There  was  a  total  of  412,327  acres  included  in  the  current  survey. 
Sugarcane  was  grown  by  495  producers  (a  decrease  of  31  producers  or  4.1%  when 
compared  to  the  2008  crop).  Of  the  total  area  planted  to  sugarcane,  approximately  93.5% 
or  385,526  acres  was  available  for  harvest  while  the  remaining  6.5%  or  26,801  acres  were 
used  for  seed  cane  purposes. 

Total  area  planted  to  sugarcane  for  the  three  regions  (Bayou  Teche,  River-Bayou 
Lafourche,  and  Northern),  and  list  of  parishes  by  regions  are  shown  in  Table  1.  The  Bayou 
Teche  region  had  the  largest  area  reported  with  178,262,  an  increase  of  13,210  acres  when 
compared  to  2008. 

At  its  peak  in  2000-2001,  there  were  approximately  500,000  acres  planted  to  sugarcane. 
Over  the  last  10-year  period,  there  has  been  a  drop  of  80,000  to  100,000  acres  of  sugarcane 
production.  The  main  reason  for  this  decline  in  area  was  the  low  return  on  investment  due 
to  low  sugar  prices.  However,  in  the  last  six  months,  the  market  price  for  sugar  has  rallied, 
but  this  price  rally  was  not  a  contributing  factor  for  the  area  planted  to  sugarcane  in  2008. 
Moderate  to  high  grain  prices  have  enticed  growers  to  switch  commodities,  especially  in  the 
Northern  region.  Urban  encroachment,  especially  in  the  Teche  region  along  the  1-49  corridor 
between  Lafayette  and  Morgan  City  has  accounted  for  much  of  the  sugarcane  acreage 
losses  in  this  region. 

Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Variety  and  Crop.    The  estimated  statewide  sugarcane 
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acreage  in  percent  by  variety  and  crop  is  shown  in  Table  2.  The  leading  variety  for  2009 
was  HoCP  96-540  with  50%  of  the  total  area  planted  to  this  variety.  HoCP  96-540  has 
retained  this  first  place  ranking  for  the  last  two  years.  L  97-128  was  the  second  leading 
variety  with  17%  followed  by  L  99-226,  LCP  85-384,  L  99-233  and  Ho  95-988  with  17%, 
6%,  6%,  and  5%,  respectively. 

In  2009,  there  were  114,627  acres  of  plant-cane  (27.8%  of  the  total  area)  consisting  of 
predominately  four  varieties,  HoCP  96-540,  L  99-226,  L99-233  and  L  97-128,  representing 
48%,  21%,  13%  and  7%,  respectively,  of  the  plant-cane  area  (Table  2).  In  2009,  growers 
expanded  two  newer  varieties,  HoCP  00-950,  released  in  the  fall  of  2007,  and  L  01-283, 
released  in  the  fall  of  2008,  to  their  maximum  extent  limited  only  by  the  amount  of  seedcane 
available  for  expansion;  however,  they  still  represented  only  5%  and  1%,  respectively,  of 
the  plant-cane  area  grown  in  2009.  There  was  only  a  trace  of  LCP  85-384  grown  as  plant 
cane  in  2009.  There  was  a  total  of  131,532  acres  or  31.9%  of  the  total  area  planted  to 
sugarcane  grown  as  the  first-stubble  crop  in  2009.  HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128,  L  99-226  and  L 
99-233  occupied  52%,  19%,  13%  and  7%,  respectively,  of  the  first-stubble  crop.  LCP  85- 
384  occupied  only  1%  of  the  first-stubble  crop.  All  other  varieties  occupied  5%  or  less  of 
the  first-stubble  crop. 

There  were  121,636  acres  or  29.5%  of  the  total  area  planted  to  sugarcane  grown  as 
second-year  stubble  in  2009.  HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128,  and  Ho  95-988  were  the  three 
leading  varieties  found  in  second-year  stubble  with  54%,  25%  and  8%,  respectively,  of  the 
total  area.  LCP  85-384  occupied  only  6%  of  the  second-stubble  crop  area.  There  were 
only  44,532  acres  or  10.8%  of  the  total  area  planted  to  sugarcane  reported  as  third-year 
stubble  and  older  in  2009.  However,  the  newer  varieties  do  not  have  the  same  stubbling 
ability,  as  did  LCP  85-384.  HoCP  96-540  occupied  39%  of  the  third-stubble  and  older  crop 
followed  closely  by  LCP  85-384.  This  will  undoubtedly  be  the  last  year  in  which  LCP  85- 
384  occupies  double  digit  levels  for  any  crop  year. 

Table  1.  Total  area  planted  to  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  by  region  and  parish,  2009.1  2 

Bayou  Teche  region River-Bayou  Lafourche  region Northern  region 


Parish 

Acres 

Parish 

Acres 

Parish 

Acres 

Acadia 

NAR 

Ascension 

14,603 

Avoyelles 

7,147 

Calcasieu 

2,287 

Assumption 

41,228 

Evangeline 

NAR 

Cameron 

NAR 

Iberville 

35,633 

Pointe  Coupee 

33,026 

Iberia 

57,231 

Lafourche 

28,263 

Rapides 

9,656 

Jeff  Davis 

6,490 

St.  Charles 

1,497 

St.  Landry 

6,818 

Lafayette 

10,705 

St.  James 

23,891 

W.  Baton  Rouge 

14,147 

St.  Martin 

29,257 

St.  John 

8,560 

St.  Mary 

40,039 

Terrebonne 

9,596 

Vermilion 

32,253 

Total 


78,262 


Tota 


163,271 


Total 


70,794 


Total  all  regions:      412,327 

'  Acreage  based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  20  parishes  by  the  county 

agents  in  2009 
2    NAR  =  No  acres  reported  for  parish 
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Table  2.  Estimated  statewide  sugarcane  acreage  percentage  by  variety  and  crop, 
all  regions,  2009.1 


Variety 

Plant- 
cane 

First- 
stubble 

Second- 
stubble 

Third- stubble 
and  older 

Total 

— %— 

LCP  85-384 

<1 

1 

6 

33 

6 

HoCP  91-555 

<1 

<1 

1 

3 

1 

Ho  95-988 

1 

5 

8 

4 

5 

HoCP  96-540 

48 

52 

54 

39 

50 

L  97-128 

7 

19 

25 

14 

17 

L  99-226 

21 

13 

3 

1 

11 

L  99-233 

13 

7 

2 

<1 

6 

HoCP  00-950 

5 

2 

<1 

<1 

2 

L01-283 

1 

<1 

0 

0 

<1 

|    Other 

2 

2 

2 

5 

2 

Total  acres 

Percent  of  total  crop 

114,627 

27.8 

131,532 
31.9 

121,636 
29.5 

44,532 
10.8 

412,327 

1  Based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  20  parishes  by  county 
agents  in  2009 

Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Region  and  Crop.  Again  in  2009,  more  acres  were 
replanted  in  all  regions  than  had  been  reported  in  previous  years.  In  2009,  27.8%  of  the 
state's  acreage  was  in  the  plant-cane  crop  while  only  10.8%  was  in  the  third-  and  older 
stubble  crops  (Table  3).  However,  these  percentages  would  have  been  more  dramatic  had 
weather  conditions  been  more  favorable  for  planting  cane  in  the  summer  of  2008.  Growers 
had  to  delay  and  in  some  cases  suspend  planting  because  of  wet  weather  in  August;  followed 
by  extremely  dry  weather  after  Hurricane  Gustav.  These  two  extremes  resulted  in  very 
poor  stands  of  plant  cane  in  the  spring  of  2009,  and  several  thousand  acres  had  to  be 
ploughed  out  because  of  insufficient  stand.  As  recently  as  2003,  the  acreage  in  second-  and 
older  stubble  was  over  50%  of  the  total  acreage;  now  it  is  only  40.3%. 

For  the  current  survey,  the  Northern  region,  which  has  routinely  kept  older  stubble,  had 
only  9.0%  in  third-  and  older  stubble  in  2009  compared  to  10.8%  and  14.3%  in  2008  and 
2007,  respectively  (Table  3).  The  percentage  in  plant  cane  actually  decreased  in  2009 
(27.8%)  when  compared  to  2008  (33.3%)  because  of  the  wet  weather  during  the  planting 
season  in  2008  and  a  possible  switch  to  other  crops.  The  River-Bayou  Lafourche  region 
tends  to  plant  more  cane  each  year  than  the  other  regions,  with  less  of  its  area  devoted  to 
stubble  crops;  however,  in  2009  it  had  the  lowest  percentage  of  plant  cane  (23.7%)  of  the 
three  regions  due  to  the  wet  weather  during  the  planting  season  in  2008.  At  the  same  time, 
there  was  more  area  dedicated  to  third-  and  older  stubble  (13.1%)  when  compared  to  the 
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other  regions.  The  trend  for  less  stubble  and  more  plant  cane  was  also  evident  for  the 
Bayou  Teche  region;  the  amount  of  older  stubble  remained  approximately  the  same  in  2009 
(9.5%)  when  compared  to  2008  (9.7%).  Although  the  area  planted  in  2008  was  31.3%,  it 
would  have  been  more  had  the  weather  not  been  so  wet. 

Table  3.    Estimated  sugarcane  distribution  by  region  and  crop,  2009.1 


River-Bayou 

Crop 

Bayou  Teche 

Lafourche 

Northern 

State  Total 

Plant-cane 

Area  (acres) 

55,796 

38,695 

9,752 

114,627 

Percent  (%) 

31.3 

23.7 

27.9 

27.8 

First-stubble 

Area  (acres) 

54,548 

54,206 

23,079 

131,532 

Percent  (%) 

30.6 

33.2 

32.6 

31.9 

Second-stubble 

Area  (acres) 

50.983 

48.981 

21.592 

121.636 

Percent  (%) 

28.6 

30.0 

30.5 

29.5 

Third-stubble  and  older 

Area  (acres) 

16,935 

21,389 

6,371 

44,532 

Percent  (%) 

9.5 

13.1 

9.0 

10.8 

Total  area  (acres) 

178,262 

163,270 

70,794 

412,327 

Percent  (%) 

43.2 

39.6 

17.2 

1  Based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  20  parishes  by  county 
agents  in  2009 


Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Variety  and  Crop  for  the  Three  Regions.  HoCP  96- 
540  was  the  leading  variety  in  the  plant,  first-stubble  and  second-stubble  crops  for  all  regions 
in  2009;  it  was  also  the  leading  variety  in  the  third-  and  older  stubble  crops  in  the  Bayou 
Teche  and  Northern  Regions.  HoCP  96-540  lead  the  way  in  planted  acreage  with  52%, 
40%,  and  52%  of  the  plant-cane  crop  in  the  Bayou  Teche,  River-Bayou  Lafourche,  and 
Northern  regions,  respectively.  There  was  also  a  significant  planting  of  L  99-226  and  L  99- 
233  in  all  regions  with  less  area  planted  to  L  97-128.  L  97-128  has  lost  favor  to  many 
growers  because  of  its  lower  than  expected  yield  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  its  susceptibility 
to  sugarcane  smut.  The  percentages  for  LCP  85-384  in  the  plant-cane  crop  for  the  three 
regions  dropped  to  less  than  1%  for  all  regions.   The  popularity  of  other  older  varieties, 
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namely  HoCP  85-845  and  HoCP  91-555,  as  well  as  one  of  the  newer  varieties,  Ho  95-988, 
continued  to  lose  favor  by  growers  in  all  regions.  Growers  in  all  regions  expanded  the 
newer  varieties,  HoCP  00-950,  L  01-283,  and  L  01-299  to  the  maximum  extent  of  their 
limited  seed  cane  supply. 

Variety  Trends.  For  the  fifth  consecutive  year,  the  total  acreage  planted  to  LCP  85-384 
(released  in  1993)  decreased  from  the  previous  year  (Table  4).  LCP  85-384  reached  its 
maximum  utilization  in  2004  when  91%  of  the  Louisiana  acreage  was  planted  to  this  variety. 
In  2009,  LCP  85-384  was  grown  on  only  6%  of  the  total  acres  planted  to  sugarcane.  The 
one-year  change  for  LCP  85-384  between  2008  and  2009  was  a  negative  16  percentage 
points.  Prior  to  the  release  of  LCP  85-384,  CP  70-321  was  the  leading  variety  that  peaked 
in  1995  with  49%  of  the  planted  area  of  the  state.  Only  one  other  variety,  CP  65-357, 
released  in  1973,  reached  more  than  70%  of  the  total  acreage  in  the  state  with  a  high  of 
71%  in  1980.  HoCP  96-540,  released  for  commercial  planting  in  2003,  occupied  50%  of  the 
state's  acreage  in  2009,  an  increase  of  6  percentage  points  from  2008.  The  acreage  of  Ho 
95-988  and  L  97-128,  released  in  2004,  remained  the  same  in  2009  when  compared  to  2008. 

Table  4.   Louisiana  sugarcane  variety  trends,  by  variety  and  years,  all 
regions,  2004-2009.1 


Variety 

Area  planted  to  sugarcane  by  variety  and  years  (%) 

1  yr.  Change2 

2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

LCP  85-384 

89 

73 

46 

22 

6 

-16 

HoCP  85-845 

2 

1 

2 

1 

<1 

<1 

HoCP  91-555 

4 

5 

3 

2 

1 

-1 

Ho  95-988 

<1 

2 

4 

5 

5 

0 

HoCP  96-540 

3 

14 

31 

44 

50 

+6 

L  97-128 

1 

4 

12 

17 

17 

0 

L  99-226 

0 

0 

1 

5 

11 

+6 

L  99-233 

0 

0 

<1 

2 

6 

44 

HoCP  00-950 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

+1 

L  01-283 

0 

0 

0 

0 

<1 

<1 

L  01-299 

0 

0 

0 

o 

<1 

<1 

Others 

<1 

<1 

1 

1 

2 

+1 

Totals 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

;  Based  on  annual  variety  surveys  from  21  parishes  by  county  agents,  2005-2009 
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Acreage  of  L  99-226  (released  in  2006),  L  99-233  (released  in  2006),  HoCP  00-950  (released 
in  2007),  increased  6%,  4%  and  1%,  respectively.  The  two  newest  varieties,  L  01-283 
(released  in  2008)  and  L  01-299  (released  in  2009),  had  less  than  1%  each  of  the  total 
acreage  planted  to  sugarcane  in  2009. 
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Integrated  pest  management  (IPM)  has  two  distinctive  components  -  economic  protection 
from  pest  damage  and  a  more  favorable  environmental  outcome  than  would  occur  in  the 
absence  of  IPM.  IPM  is  a  dynamic  process  that  involves  using  a  balance  of  biological, 
cultural  and  chemical  measures  to  achieve  control  appropriate  to  the  particular  situation 
after  careful  study  of  the  various  factors  involved.  The  U.S.  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA)  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (US  DA)  encourage  the  development 
of  Best  Management  Practices  (BMPs)  for  producing  agricultural  commodities.  Research 
and  extension  personnel  with  input  from  stakeholders  develop  BMP  procedures  consistent 
with  IPM  practices  which  are  economical  for  farmers.  The  goal  of  BMPs  is  to  protect  the 
safety  of  farm  workers  and  the  public,  reduce  the  need  for  insecticides,  and  enhance  the 
permanency  of  insect  and  disease  management. 

Several  years  of  extensive  and  proactive  research  have  been  conducted  in  Texas  to 
assist  Louisiana  sugarcane  farmers  with  preparation  for  Mexican  rice  borer  (MRB) 
management.  From  these  on-going  studies  the  BMP-developed  practices  for  the  MRB  in 
sugarcane  are: 

Plant  resistant  varieties  •       Narrow-range  minimum-risk 

-  Currently  recommended  varieties  with  insecticides 
resistance  level  comparable  to  resistant  -  Diamond®,  Confirm® 
standard  (HoCP  85-845)  •       Minimize  plant  stress 
Pheromone  trap  assisted  scouting  -  Drought  tolerant  varieties 

-  20-25  moths/trap/week  -  Irrigation  and  fertilization 

Process  cane  at  the  closest  mill 


Discovery  and  Monitoring  -  The  MRB  is  the  most  damaging  stalk  borer  pest  in 
sugarcane.  It  was  detected  in  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas  in  1980,  most  likely  as 
an  immigrant  from  the  Sinaloa  area  on  the  west  coast  of  Mexico.  The  devastation  of  the 
Texas  sugarcane  crop  quickly  exceeded  50%  bored  joints  on  many  farms  causing  some 
fields  not  to  be  harvested.  By  the  end  of  the  1980s,  the  range  had  extended  well  into  the 
Gulf  coast  rice  area  causing  substantial  yield  losses.  MRB  behavioral  characteristics  make 
the  insect  much  less  susceptible  to  parasites  and  insecticides  than  other  stalk  borers  in 
sugarcane.    Enhanced  by  plant  stress,  moth  egg  laying  occurs  in  cryptic  sites  on  dried 
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leaves;  and  emerging  larvae  rapidly  disperse  to  mine  and  bore  into  more  succulent  plant 
parts  creating  frass-packed  tunnels.  Our  multi-agency  multi-state  research  and  extension 
team,  with  Texas  A&M  colleagues  (M.O.  Way  and  L.T.  Wilson)  and  regulatory  agencies, 
was  assembled  to  monitor  and  forecast  MRB  movement  through  Texas  towards  Louisiana. 
There  is  also  an  effort  to  establish  quarantines,  develop  loss  management  strategies,  and 
reduce  area- wide  pest  numbers.  Studies  showed  an  expansion  in  the  range  of  MRB  of  12 
to  15  miles  per  year.  Two  MRB  moths  were  discovered  in  December  2008  in  Vinton,  LA 
near  rice  fields  approximately  five  miles  apart. 

Scouting  -  Scouting  for  the  MRB  is  critical  to  effectively  time  insecticide  applications 
because  larvae  bore  into  the  stalk  more  rapidly  than  the  sugarcane  borer  after  hatching 
from  the  egg  mass.  MRB  also  has  a  narrower  window  of  exposure  to  insecticides.  Scouting 
for  treatable  infestations  has  been  labor  intensive  because  larvae  can  be  found  anywhere 
along  the  stalk,  feeding  on  the  leaf  sheath  or  mining  the  midrib.  This  requires  much  of  the 
plant  to  be  examined.  Frequent  monitoring  is  necessary  because  of  overlapping  generations. 

The  second  year  of  an  aerial  application  experiment  is  under  way,  where  we  are  combining 
pheromone  traps  with  MRB  scouting  efforts.  Data  from  2009  showed  the  possible  value  of 
using  adult  pheromone  traps  in  reducing  larval  scouting  to  help  initiate  the  first  application  at 
an  action  threshold  of  20-25  moths/trap/week  (Figure  1).  At  this  time,  infestations  averaged 
14%  and  ranged  from  5  to  32%  among  the  five  study  fields.  In  addition  to  improving 
scouting  efficiency,  pheromone  trap  assisted  scouting  can  aid  in  maximizing  insecticide 
efficacy  by  helping  to  more  precisely  time  applications.  Consistent  with  the  first  year,  our 
2010  experiment  compares  five  40  to  85  acre  fields  divided  into  three  10-acre  or  larger 
plots.  In  each  field,  treatments  include  the  new  insecticide  Diamond®  0.83  EC  (novaluron) 
at  12  oz  per  acre  versus  their  commercial  standard  Baythroid®  XL  (beta-cyfluthrin)  at  2.8 
oz  per  acre,  in  comparison  to  at  least  10  acres  of  untreated  check.  A  pair  of  MRB  pheromone 
traps  will  be  placed  adjacent  to  each  field  and  be  checked  weekly  for  moths.  Additionally, 
scouting  for  treatable  MRB  larvae  will  be  conducted  weekly  throughout  the  growing  season 
to  correlate  moth  trap  catches  with  larval  densities  in  the  field.  MRB  bored  joints  and  adult 
emergence  data,  as  well  as  full  yield  parameters  (sugarcane  and  sugar  tonnages  to  be 
collected  by  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  Sugar  Mill),  will  be  collected  at  the  end  of  the  growing 
season.  Table  1  shows  the  comparisons  of  bored  joints  in  the  2009  experiment. 

Figure  1.  Moth  catches  per  trap  in  five  commercial  fields  of  the  2009  insecticide  aerial 
application  study  near  Santa  Rosa,  TX  (1  trap  adjacent  to  each  field).  Error  bars 
represent  fields  with  highest  and  lowest  trap  catches. 
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Table  1.  End  of  season  MRB  injury  and  adult  emergence  (completion  of  life  cycle)  in  the 
2009  insecticide  aerial  application  study  near  Santa  Rosa,  TX. 


Treatment 

Rate 

%  MRB  Bored 

MRB  Moth  Emergence  Holes 

(oz/a) 

Joints* 

per  Stalk* 

Untreated  check 

NA 

20.42a 

0.83a 

Baythroid®XLlC 

2.8 

12.63a 

0.46a 

Diamond®0.83  EC 

12.0 

6.80b 

0.31a                      | 

*  Means  within  the  same  column  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different 
(P>0.05;Tukey'sHSD) 

Variety  and  Plant  Stress  -  Studies  in  the  greenhouse  at  Weslaco,  Texas  comparing 
resistant  and  susceptible  sugarcane  and  rice  varieties  showed  that  stressed  plants  were 
more  than  twice  as  attractive  for  MRB  Qgg  laying.  This  attraction  was  associated  with  the 
accumulation  of  several  foliar  free  amino  acids  essential  for  insect  growth  and  development. 
Field  studies  further  showed  that  irrigation  reduced  injury  by  a  factor  of  2.5  in  both  susceptible 
(LCP  85-384)  and  resistant  (HoCP  85-845)  varieties.  Additionally,  yield  losses  were  reduced 
from  70%  to  less  than  10%  when  a  balanced  combination  of  resistant  varieties,  irrigation, 
and  timely  applications  of  biorational  insecticides  was  used.  Ongoing  plant  resistance  studies 
are  identifying  new  MRB  resistance  germplasm  comparable  to  the  resistant  standards  HoCP 
85-845  and  CP  70-321.  The  focus  is  for  minimizing  yield  reduction  as  well  as  potentially 
reducing  the  build-up  of  area- wide  pest  populations.  Figures  2  and  3  show  pictures  of  MRB 
damaged  sugarcane  and  rice. 


Figure  2.  Severe  damage  to  sugarcane  from 
the  Mexican  rice  borer  under  drought  and  salt 
stress  conditions  at  Ganado,  TX,  in  2002. 
Replicated  cultivar  experiment  under  natural 
infestation  pressure.  Extreme  damage  on  LCP 
85-384. 


Figure  3.  Severe  damage  by  natural 
infestations  of  stem  borers  at  Ganado,  TX  in 
2003.  Foreground  left  to  right:  plots  1,  2  and 
5  were  not  protected  from  attack,  while  3  and 
4  were  protected.  M.O.  Way-  Texas  A&M 
University 
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Sunshine 

Equipment  Co.,  inc. 


SUGAR  CANE  HIGH  DUMP  WAGON 

8-10  ton  capacity  wagon 

Walking  beam  axle  design 

Special  slide  assembly  w/abrasive  resistant  wear  pads 

Separate  hydraulic  lift  and  dump  circuits 

Heavy  duty  cylinders,  pins,  and  cylinder  mounts 

Heavy  duty  hub  assemblies 

Multi-Lube  walking  beam 

14.00x24,  12pr  tires 

Adjustable  hitch 


Contact  Perry  Falcon 
at  225-268-2288 


John  Deere 


John  Deere 


Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 
to  view  our  used  equipment  inventory 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1 524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 
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2"7th  International 
Sweetener  Symposium 


sponsored  by  American  Sugar  Alliance 


July  30- August  4, 2010 

Vail  Marriott  Mountain  Resort  &  Spa 

Vail,  Colorado,  USA 


x  Ian  now  to  attend  the  27th  International  Sweetener  Symposium  in 
spectacular  Vail,  Colorado,  USA.  This  year's  theme,  "Policy, 
Perception  and  Prospects  for  the  Market"  will  explore  a  broad  range  of 
topics  including  the  outlook  for  U.S.  and  world  supply  and  demand, 
multilateral,  regional  and  bilateral  trade  agreements,  U.S.  and  world 
sugar  policies,  consumption  trends,  and  other  issues  vital  to  the  industry. 
All  sugar  market  stakeholders  will  want  to  explore  these  critical  issues 
with  the  Symposium's  panels  of  renowned  industry  experts  and  key 
policymakers.  Listen,  learn,  and  add  your  views  at  lively  and 
informative  sessions.  Network  with  industry  colleagues  and  customers. 
Symposium  attendees  include  representatives  from  all  sectors  of  the 
sweetener  industry  including  growers,  processors,  refiners,  suppliers, 
sweetener  users,  and  others.  For  program  and  registration  materials,  visit 
www .sugaralliance .or  g/s  ymposium .    Register  now  to  attend  this 
important  industry  event. 


AMERICAN  SUGAR  ALUANCE 


2111  Wilson  Blvd. 

Suite  600 

Arlington,  V A  22201 

tel:  703-351-5055 

fax:703-351-6698 

www  .sugaralliance  .org 


Quality  10-ton  high  dump  wagon  - 
$20,000;  1-set  AgChem  saddle 
tanks,  500  gal.  Fits  JD  50,  55,  60 
series  tractors  -  $500;  1980 
Fruehauf  alum,  end  dump  cane  trailer 
45'  x  96"  -  $1,200;  Dempster 
fertilizer  spreader  -  $2,000;  1990 
Nabors  42'  x  96"  alum,  end  dump 
cane  trailer  -  $10,000;  Zeringue 
PTO  ditcher-  $1,200.  Call 
Engemann  Farms  at  225-978-9976 
(Mark)  or  225-718-1812  (Curt). 

Amco  J-43  Breaking  disc  -  $12,000. 
Call  Dale  at  337-277-4943  or 
Richard  at  337-288-2440. 

Northwestern  Tiller  with  openers  - 
$12,000.  Call  Tony  at  225-268- 
2251. 

'93  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  new 
Cummins  Eng. -$10,000;  2  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers  -  $7,000 
for  1.  Call  Tommy  at  318-452- 
7945  or  Byrns  at  3 1 8-452-5373. 

WANTED:  Used  23-1  x  34  Tire. 
Call  Bill  Fagg  at  337-302-4430. 
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FOR  SALE 


CIH  1680  Combine  4WD  Cummings, 
4051  eng.  hrs.  w/21'  MacDon  draper 
$45,000 

CASE  850  G  dozer  w/new  under- 
carriage, 3302  engine  hrs.  -  $45,000 

F-450  flatbed  w/30' 

gooseneck  trailer  -  $14,000 

Caldwell  grain  cart 
(450)  bushell-  $1,200 

Call  Robbie  at  337-945-6998 


DeVillier  Farms  &  Services  LLC 

5027  Hwy.  182 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 


THE  SUGAR  BULL 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Roney  to  Provide  WASDE  Interpretation 
SB  625:  The  Trucker  Indemnity  Bill 


We  are  always  looking  for  ways 
to  improve  what  we  do  here 
at  the  League.  In  keeping  with 
this,  we  want  to  ensure  that  our  membership 
is  provided  with  as  much  pertinent  sugar 
industry  information  as  possible.  Our  current 
publications,  the  Sugar  News,  our  online 
newsletter,  and  The  Sugar  Bulletin  are 
member  services  that  we  provide  to  keep 
you  abreast  of  news  that  may  affect  your 
operation. 

We  often  provide  information  from  the 
desk  of  Jack  Roney,  the  American  Sugar 
Alliance's  Director  of  Economics  and  Policy 
Analysis.  Roney  has  been  a  long-time 
supporter  of  the  America's  cane  and  beet 
producers  and  processors.  He  has  offered 
his  insight  through  countless  articles, 
publications  and  speaking  engagements  for 
the  League.  Roney  is  also  often  quoted  by 
ilnational  media  outlets  and  is  recognized  for 
his  ability  to  accurately  analyze  our  domestic 
sugar  market.  Having  provided  invaluable 


data  to  the  League,  he  provides  the 
membership  with  information  that  may  help 
to  increase  profitability  on  the  farm.  I  would 
like  to  encourage  our  membership  to  use  the 
information  that  Roney,  and  our  other 
consultants,  provide  to  assist  you  in 
maintaining  a  viable  agricultural  operation. 

In  yet  another  effort  to  provide  the 
membership  with  valuable  "insider" 
information,  Roney  has  graciously  agreed 
to  prepare  a  monthly  report  on  sugar  prices 
and  the  World  Agricultural  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates  (WASDE).  He  will 
interpret  the  USDA's  WASDE  information 
and,  in  his  report,  supply  estimates  for  both 
the  current  production  year  as  well  as 
speculations  for  future  years.  The 
information  he  will  provide  is  composed  of 
production,  imports,  sugar  usage  and  stocks- 
to-use  estimates. 

To  provide  you  with  Roney 's  WASDE 
interpretation,  we  will  rely  on  electronic 
distribution  because  the  information  will 


reach  our  constituency  in  a  more  direct  and 
timely  fashion  than  publishing  the  report  in 
The  Sugar  Bulletin  or  the  Sugar  News.  We 
will  provide  this  information  to  you  between 
the  8th  and  12th  of  each  month  as  that  is  when 
the  WASDE  report  is  published.  A  special 
thanks  to  Jack  Roney  for  providing  us  with 
this  report.  We  hope  you  find  this  information 
to  be  of  value. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  this  report,  or 
any  other  information  that  we  distribute 
electronically,  contact  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  Office  at  (985)  448-3707  so 
that  we  can  add  your  e-mail  address  to  our 
distribution  lists. 

SB  625:  The  Trucker  Indemnity  Bill 

One  of  the  League's  main  purpose  is  to 
help  steer  legislation  in  a  direction  that  is 
best  for  the  sugar  industry,  with  that  being 
said,  one  main  point  of  interest  for  us  at  the 
League  has  been  Senate  Bill  625.  Since  the 
start  of  the  state  legislative  session,  we  have 
kept  a  vigilant  watch  on  this  bill  which  we 
believe,  if  passed,  would  be  detrimental  to 
not  only  to  our  sugar  industry  but  also  to  the 
private  sector. 

At  the  May  26  Board  of  Directors 
meeting,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
maintain  opposition  to  the  bill  that  would 
outlaw  the  ability  of  parties  to  a  contract  to 
indemnify  themselves  from  liability  in 
construction  contracts  or  motor  carrier 


contracts.  Freedom  to  contract  is  a  long 
standing  right.  The  legislature  should  not 
intervene  and  limit  the  ability  of  parties  to 
negotiate  contracts  between  themselves. 

We've  shown  strong  concern  in  this 
matter  because,  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are 
very  far-reaching  and  would  unfairly  limit 
an  individual's  (farmer's,  mill's, 
homeowner's)  right  to  obtain  indemnity  from 
liability  in  all  construction  contracts.  These 
far-reaching  provisions  not  only  effect 
business  interest,  but  also  eliminate 
indemnification  rights  in  residential 
construction  contracts  too.  For  example,  if 
a  roofer  is  injured  in  an  accident,  the  property 
owner  could  be  held  liable  as  this  bill  would 
outlaw  the  ability  of  the  property  owner  to 
indemnify  himself  from  such  liability. 

At  the  writing  of  this  article,  the  bill  had 
already  passed  on  the  Senate  floor  with  a 
vote  of  27-9  and  we  are  awaiting  the 
outcome  of  the  June  1 7  floor  debate  in  the 
House.  Both  Tom  Spradley,  our  Louisiana 
legislative  consultant,  and  Ragan  Richard, 
our  legal  consultant,  have  kept  us  abreast  of 
the  potential  ramifications  of  this  bill.  We 
have  maintained  communication  with  our 
state's  senators  and  representatives  and  are 
hopeful  that  the  legislation  will  meet  its 
demise  on  the  House  floor.  The  League  will 
continue  to  monitor  the  bill,  as  it  moves 
through  the  legislative  process. 
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PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500  985-526-0505   Fax 

cd.proag@charterinternet.com 
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Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1"0  /  /  ■0T"O~l-Lr\fNU  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^%. 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  = 


ATTENTION 

I         I  I  I       ''    I'" 


Kayphol 


More  Recoverable  Sugar  Per  Acre 


pr 


YaraVita 


That's  what  YaraVita®  Kayphol® 
delivers.   In  multiple  year  replicated 
studies,  Kayphol  has  been  shown  to 
significantly  increase  yield  and  T5R. 

A  foliar  application  of  Kayphol 
delivers  potassium-needed  for  sugar 
accumulation-right  to  the  plant  when 
it  needs  it  the  most. 


s    Direct  application  to  the  plant 

S    Easy  to  apply  liquid 

V    Compatible  with  most  pesticides 
and  PGRs 

s     Proven  results 

s    Consistent  high  ROI 


Increase  your  sugarcane  revenue  with  YaraVita™  Kayphol! 


Yara  North  America,  Inc. 

1-800-234-9376 
www.yara.us 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Senate  Focuses  On  Energy,  House  on  Jobs 

Dietary  Guidelines  Updated 

USDA  WASDE  June  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  Senate  leadership  was  putting  the 
finishing  touches  on  an  energy  bill  that 
may  be  moving  to  the  Senate  floor  in 
late  June.  It  is  uncertain  whether  the 
package  will  include  the  Kerry-Lieberman 
bill  outlined  in  this  space  last  month. 
President  Obama  has  expressed  support  for 
the  Kerry-Lieberman  proposal  and  hopes  to 
build  momentum  for  comprehensive  energy 
legislation,  though  North  Dakota  Senator 
Byron  Dorgan  remains  adamant  that  climate 
change  provisions  will  not  be  included  in  the 
Senate  energy  bill  awaiting  action. 

The  BP  spill  in  the  Gulf  is  being  utilized 
by  energy  bill  proponents  and  opponents 
alike.  President  Obama  used  his  first  Oval 
Office  address  in  mid- June  to  address  the 
Administration's  plans  to  develop  a  long-term 
restoration  plan  to  be  developed  by 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Ray  Mabus  (former 
Governor  of  Mississippi),  while 
simultaneously  arguing  that  the  spill  is  a 
reminder  that  the  US  must  embrace  a  clean 
energy  future. 


The  House  is  currently  weighing  action 
on  a  $30  billion  small  business  loan  fund  as  a 
first  step  in  crafting  a  larger  jobs  bill  sought 
by  the  Administration.  Prospects  for  this 
effort  are  clouded  by  the  question  of  finding 
offsets  for  this  new  spending.  Democratic 
freshmen  and  Blue  Dogs  are  reluctant  to  add 
to  the  Federal  deficit,  while  leadership  and 
the  Administration  are  convinced  that  action 
is  needed  to  prevent  the  economy  from 
slipping  back  into  recession. 

In  the  interim,  conference  negotiations 
continue  on  the  financial  reform  packages 
passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress.  The 
goal  is  to  complete  action  before  the  July  4th 
recess. 

None  of  the  F Y20 10-11  appropriations 
bills  have  been  marked  up  in  either  chamber 
and,  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  there  are  no 
markups  scheduled.  With  a  few  short  weeks 
of  legislative  activity  likely  before  the  fall 
campaigns,  a  continuing  resolution  to  keep 
programs  operating  after  October  1  is  a 
virtual  certainty.  As  before,  this  scenario  is 


likely  to  result  in  a  lameduck  session  of 
Congress  after  the  November  elections  that 
would  (hopefully)  approve  an  omnibus 
appropriations  package  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  We  will  continue  to  push  for  funding 
for  construction  of  the  ARS  sugarcane 
laboratory  near  Houma,  as  well  as  increased 
funding  for  energy  cane  research. 

Dietary  Guidelines  Updated 

The  Dietary  Guidelines  Advisory 
Committee  has  released  its  recommendations 
to  the  interagency  group  charged  with 
updating  dietary  guidelines  for  Americans 
every  5  years.  The  interagency  group  is 
expected  to  release  the  new  guidelines  after 
comment  and  review  later  this  year.  The 
guidelines  will  be  utilized  to  update  the  food 
pyramid  and  to  develop  nutrition  standards 
for  all  federal  nutrition  programs. 

The  advisory  committee  urged  that 
Americans  shift  their  diets  to  plant-based 
foods;  consume  only  moderate  amounts  of 
lean  meat,  poultry  and  eggs;  limit  saturated 
fat  intake  to  less  than  7%  of  total  calories 
(from  1 0%  in  the  2005  guidelines);  limit  daily 
salt  consumption  to  a  maximum  of  1 ,500  mg/ 
daily  (current  guidelines  call  for  2,300  mg/ 
daily  and  average  consumption  is  currently 
3,400  mg/daily). 

On  sugars,  the  recommendations  call  for 
significant  reduction  of  consumption  of  foods 
containing  added  sugars  and  solid  fats, 
including  refined  grains.  The  committee 
encourages  Americans  to  reduce  intake  of 
calories  from  solid  fats  and  added  sugars  from 
the  current  35%  of  total  calories  to  a  range 
of  5-15  percent. 

USDA  WASDE  June  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  June  World  Agricultural  Supply 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  for 
sugar  supply  and  use  for  2008/09  were 
unchanged.  Domestic  production  for  2009/ 


10  remained  at  7,847,000  tons,  with  cane 
production  at  3,347,000  tons  and  beet 
production  at  4,500,000.  Imports  were 
increased  to  2,569,000  tons  from  2,5 1 9,000 
tons,  due  to  a  50,000  ton  increase  in  high- 
tier  imports.  Imports  from  Mexico  remained 
at  540,000  tons.  As  a  result,  total  supplies 
are  increased  to  11,915,000  tons  from 
1 1 ,865,000  tons.  Exports  were  increased  to 
200,000  tons  from  150,000  tons,  deliveries 
were  increased  to  10,565,000  tons  from 
10,485,000  tons,  with  food  deliveries  up 
55,000  and  reexports  up  25,000  tons.  Total 
use  rose  to  10,765,000  tons  from  10,635,000 
tons  and  ending  stocks  for  September  20 1 0 
are  estimated  at  1,150,000  tons  versus 
1 ,230,000  tons  last  month,  resulting  in  a  drop 
in  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  10.7  percent  from 
11.6  percent  in  May. 

Lower  beginning  stocks  in  2010/1 1  results 
in  a  drop  in  total  supply  to  1 1,399,000  tons 
from  1 1 ,479,000  tons  last  month.  Domestic 
production  remained  at  8,165,000  tons,  with 
beet  production  at  4,630,000  tons  and  cane 
production  at  3,535,000  tons.  No  changes 
to  the  state-by-state  breakdown  of  cane 
production.  Imports  remain  at  2,084,000 
tons,  including  1,224,000  tons  under  TRQ, 
300,000  tons  under  reexports,  560,000  tons 
under  high-tier  and  other,  and  550,000  tons 
from  Mexico.  Exports  are  steady  at  1 50,000 
tons,  deliveries  unchanged  at  10,485,000  tons 
and  total  use  unchanged  at  1 0,635,000  tons, 
resulting  in  a  decrease  in  ending  stocks  to 
764,000  tons  from  844,000  tons  last  month. 
The  stocks-to-use  ratio  for  September,  201 1 
is  projected  to  fall  to  7.2  percent  from  7.9 
percent  in  May. 

USDA  left  Mexican  estimates  unchanged 
for  2009/10.  For  2010/11,  Mexican 
production  is  projected  at  5,450,000  tons, 
imports  at  150,000  tons,  domestic  use  atl 
4,950,000  tons  and  exports  at  500,000  tons. 
As  a  result,  Mexico  is  projected  to  have 
ending  stocks  of  1 ,0 1 8,000  tons. 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Impact  of  Changing  Crop  Rotation 
on  Seedcane  Expansion  Acreage 


As  reported  in  last  month's  Sugar 
Bulletin,  Louisiana  had  a  reduced 
amount  of  sugarcane  acreage  in 
third  or  older  stubble  in  2009  for  the  third 
consecutive  year.  Last  year,  only  10.8%  of 
the  state's  sugarcane  acreage  was  in  third 
or  older  stubble.  This  is  similar  to  acreage 
levels  in  the  prior  two  years,  10.0%  in  2008 
and  11.1%  in  2007.  These  older  stubble 
acreage  levels  are  significantly  lower  than 
the  20%-25%  levels  observed  in  2003  to 
2005. 

The  reduced  older  stubble  acreage  that 
we  are  seeing  is  the  result  of  a  couple  of 
factors.  One  cause  could  be  the  transitioning 
of  farm  acreage  into  newer  varieties, 
resulting  in  some  older  stubble  being  plowed 
out  early.  In  addition,  some  farms  may  be 
shortening  their  normal  crop  cycle  to  plowout 
after  harvest  of  a  second  stubble  crop, 
depending  upon  their  projections  of  third 
stubble  yields  from  existing  varieties  on  the 
farm. 

Given  that  the  recommended  sugarcane 
seedcane  expansion  program  on  a  farm  is  a 
three-year  process,  it  is  important  to  plan 
ahead  for  seedcane  acreage  needs.  This 
article  illustrates  some  of  the  seedcane 


calculations  to  consider  when  changing  the 
normal  crop  rotation  on  the  farm  to  a 
different  length  on  a  year- in,  year-out  basis. 

Regardless  of  the  particular  crop  cycle 
followed,  seedcane  requirements  are 
essentially  the  same  per  100  acres  of  total 
plantcane  on  the  farm.  However,  as 
illustrated  in  Table  1,  the  planting  ratio 
achieved  does  have  a  significant  impact  on 
the  proportion  of  total  plantcane  acres 
harvested  for  seed  versus  sugar. 

Table  1  includes  estimates  of  total  farm 
plantcane  acreage  for  a  range  of  second 
seedcane  expansion  planting  ratios.  The 
assumption  here  is  that  tissue-cultured 
seedcane  acreage,  initially  planted  with 
purchased  seedcane,  is  harvested  twice  for 
seedcane  expansion  (plantcane  and  first 
stubble  crops)  and  each  seedcane  harvest 
is  expanded  twice.  Planting  ratio  for  the 
first  seedcane  expansion,  planted  by  hand, 
is  assumed  to  be  7:1. 

As  an  example,  if  the  second  seedcane 
expansion  planting  ratio  was  5:1,  it  would 
require  1.18  acres  of  tissue-cultured 
seedcane  to  be  planted  annually  to  yield  1 00 
acres  of  total  plantcane  on  the  farm.  On  an 
annual  basis,  82.4%  of  these  100  acres  of 


plantcane  would  be  harvested  for  sugar  and 
17.6%  would  be  harvested  for  seed.  Higher 
planting  ratios  achieved  would  obviously 
reduce  required  seedcane  purchases  and 
increase  the  proportion  of  plantcane 
harvested  annually  for  sugar  rather  than 
seed.  If  the  planting  ratio  on  the  first 
propagated  seedcane  expansion  were  5:1, 
more  typical  of  mechanical  planting,  the 
required  quantity  of  initial  purchased  tissue- 
cultured  seedcane  would  increase  by  about 
0.5  acres  and  be  closer  to  2.0  acres  per  100 
acres  of  total  plantcane. 

Although  the  seedcane  acreage 
requirements  for  a  given  level  of  plantcane 
acreage  is  the  same  regardless  of  crop  cycle 


length,  a  different  crop  cycle  length  changes 
the  amount  of  plantcane  and  required 
seedcane  acreage  on  the  farm.  Table  2 
presents  estimates  of  seedcane  and 
plantcane  acreage  on  a  1,000  acre  farm  tract 
for  a  rotation  through  second  stubble 
compared  to  a  rotation  through  third  stubble. 
Following  recommended  healthy  seedcane 
expansion  practices  and  using  typical 
planting  ratios,  approximately  2%  to  4%  of 
total  farm  acreage  should  be  planted  in 
tissue-cultured  seedcane  each  year,  with  the 
plantcane  and  first  stubble  harvests  of  this 
acreage  each  expanded  twice  to  provide 
sufficient  healthy  seedcane  for  planting 
purposes  on  the  farm. 


Table  1  -  Required  cultured  seedcane  acreage  per  100  acres  of  total  plant  cane 


Plantcane  acreage 


4:1 


2nd  seedcane  expansion  planting  ratio2 
5:1  6:1  7:1  8:1 


Cultured  seedcane  acreage1 

Plantcane  harv.  for  seed 
Plantcane  harv.  for  sugar 
Total  plantcane  acreage 


— required  acreage  of  initial  purchased  seedcane— 
1.41  1.18  1.01  0.88  0.79 

— total  plantcane  acreage — 
21.1  17.6  15.2  13.3  11.8 

78.9  82.4  84.8  86.7  88.2 

100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


1  Quantity  of  purchased  tissue-cultured  seedcane  planted  annually,  with  plantcane  and 
first  stubble  harvests  each  expanded  twice  for  seedcane. 

2  Assumes  first  seedcane  expansion  is  hand  planted  with  a  7: 1  planting  ratio. 
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Shifting  from  a  4-harvest  crop  cycle  to  a 
3 -harvest  crop  cycle  increases  the  proportion 
of  total  farm  acres  in  plantcane  and 
increases  the  farm's  seedcane  requirements 
on  an  annual  basis.  When  changing  the 
normal  crop  cycle  on  a  farm,  it  is  important 


to  plan  out  seedcane  requirements  over  a 
3-4  year  planning  horizon  to  help  ensure  that 
adequate  seedcane  will  be  available  and  that 
plantcane  acreage  harvested  for  sugar  is 
maintained  at  an  optimal  level  throughout 
the  transition  process. 


Table  2  -  Estimated  plantcane  acreage  per  1,000  acres  of  total  farm  size 


Plantcane  acreage 


2nd  seedcane  expansion  planting  ratio 
4:1  5:1  6:1  7:1 


Rotation  thru  2—  stubble 
Cultured  seedcane  acreage 

Plantcane  harv.  for  seed 
Plantcane  harv.  for  sugar 
Total  plantcane  acreage 

Rotation  thru  3—  stubble 
Cultured  seedcane  acreage 

Plantcane  harv.  for  seed 
Plantcane  harv.  for  sugar 
Total  plantcane  acreage 


-required  acreage  of  initial  purchased  seedcane — 


3.52 

2.94             2.53 

2.21 

1.97 

— total  plantcane  acreage- 

— 

52.8 

44.1              37.9 

33.2 

29.5 

197.2 

205.9           212.1 

216.8 

220.5 

250.0 

250.0           250.0 

250.0 

250.0 

—required  acreage  of  initial  purchased  seedcane — 
2.82  2.35  2.02  1.77  1.57 

— total  plantcane  acreage — 
42.3  35.3  30.3  26.5  23.6 

157.7  164.7  169.7  173.5  176.4 

200.0  200.0  200.0  200.0  200.0 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Throughout  the  world,  one  of  the  standard  practices  to  lower  potential  loses  of  pro- 
duction from  rust  and  other  diseases  and  to  extend  the  longevity  of  a  variety  is  to 
maintain  a  very  diverse  variety  population.  This  s  something  that  we  have  not  done  in 
Louisiana.  The  following  guest  article  by  Drs.  Ben  Legendre  and  Ken  Gravois  of  the 
LSU  AgCenter  discusses  some  of  the  historical  varieties  that  have  occupied  a  high 
percentage  of  the  state's  acreage.  In  this  article,  they  also  discuss  some  of  the  good 
and  bad  points  of  the  varieties  now  available  to  the  industry  for  planting  this  fall. 


Variety  Trends  and  Concern  Over  the  Dependence  of  a 
Single  Variety  (Monoculture) 

Benjamin  L.  Legendre1  and  Kenneth  A.  Gravois2 

1  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  St.  Gabriel,  LA  70776 

2  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  Sugar  Research  Station,  St.  Gabriel,  LA  70776 

Email:  blegendre@agcenter.lsu.edu 


For  the  fifth  consecutive  year,  the  total 
acreage  planted  to  LCP  85-384 
(released  in  1993)  decreased  from  the 
previous  year  (Legendre  &  Gravois  2010) 
(Table  1).  LCP  85-384  reached  its  maximum 
utilization  in  2004  when  9 1  %  of  the  Louisiana 
acreage  was  planted  to  this  variety.  In  2009, 
LCP  85-384  was  grown  on  only  6%  of  the 
total  acres  planted  to  sugarcane.  The  one- 
year  change  for  LCP  85-384  between  2008 
and  2009  was  a  negative  16  percentage 
points.  Prior  to  the  release  of  LCP  85-384, 
CP  70-321  was  the  leading  variety  that 
peaked  in  1995  with  49%  of  the  planted  area 
of  the  state.  Only  one  other  variety  in  the 
modern  era,  CP  65-357,  released  in  1973, 
reached  more  than  70%  of  the  total  acreage 
in  the  state  with  a  high  of  71%  in  1980. 


HoCP  96-540,  released  for  commercial 
planting  in  2003,  occupied  50%  of  the  state's 
acreage  in  2009,  an  increase  of  6  percentage 
points  from  2008.  The  acreage  of  Ho  95- 
988,  released  in  2004,  and  L  97-128,  also 
released  in  2004,  remained  the  same  in  2009 
when  compared  to  2008  while  acreage  of  L 
99-226  (released  in  2006),  L  99-233  (released 
in  2006),  HoCP  00-950  (released  in  2007), 
increased  6,  4  and  1  percentage  points, 
respectively.  The  two  newest  varieties,  L 
01-283  (released  in  2008)  and  L  01-299 
(released  in  2009),  had  less  than  1%  each  of 
the  total  acreage  planted  to  sugarcane  in 
2009. 

HoCP  96-540  is  classified  as  resistant  to 
smut  and  mosaic,  moderately  susceptible  to 
rust  and  leaf  scald  and  moderately  susceptible 
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to  the  sugarcane  borer.  However,  more  rust 
has  been  seen  in  HoCP  96-540  in  recent 
years  and  its  resistance  may  continue  to 
break  down  as  the  area  planted  to  the  variety 
increases  (as  was  the  case  with  LCP  85- 
384).  The  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  for  HoCP 
96-540  appears  to  diminish  with  older  stubble 
crops  and,  for  2009;  its  yield  in  sugar  per 
acre  was  less  than  most  varieties  in  the  test 
for  the  second-  and  third-stubble  crops 
(Sexton  et  al.  2010).  In  the  spring  of  2010, 
stubble  stands  of  HoCP  96-540  were  slow 
to  establish.  L  97-128  is  classified  as 
resistant  to  mosaic,  moderately  resistant  to 
leaf  scald  and  rust,  susceptible  to  smut  and 
susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer.  Both 
HoCP  96-540  and  L  97-128  are  more  erect 
than  LCP  85-384;  hence,  losses  associated 
with  mechanical  harvesting  should  be  less 
when  compared  to  LCP  85-384. 

Both  L  99-226  and  L  99-233  have  superior 
yield  of  both  cane  and  sugar  per  acre.  L 
99-233  has  adequate  resistance  to  the  major 
disease  complexes  but  is  susceptible  to  the 
sugarcane  borer.  Increasing  levels  of  rust 
have  been  observed  in  L  99-226,  which 
exhibits  an  added  attribute  of  resistance  to 
the  sugarcane  borer.  Many  producers  have 
planted  these  two  varieties  to  significant 
acreages  for  2010.  L  99-233  and  L  99-226 
lodge  and  can  be  the  most  difficult  to  harvest 
of  the  varieties  available  for  planting. 
Growers  should  be  aware  that  these  two 
varieties  have  poor  stalk  cold  tolerance. 

HoCP  00-950  is  expected  to  gain  favor 
with  growers  in  the  future  because  of  its 
superior  yields  of  both  sugar  per  ton  of  cane 
and  per  acre.  During  its  development  phase, 
HoCP  00-950  had  the  highest  level  of  sugar 
per  ton  of  cane  and  it  was  considered  one 
of  the  earliest  maturing  varieties  ever 
released  for  commercial   planting  in 


Louisiana.  However,  following  the  two 
hurricanes  that  occurred  during  the  summer 
of  2008,  it  was  noted  that  there  was  a  large 
percentage  of  broken  tops  in  HoCP  00-950. 
This  variety  was  also  slow  to  emerge  in  the 
cool  spring  of  2010  but  not  to  the  extent  of 
HoCP  96-540. 

L  01-283  was  released  for  commercial 
planting  in  2008  with  high  expectations.  It 
has  superior  yield  of  tons  cane  per  acre  and 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  per  acre.  L  01- 
283  is  early  maturing  and  is  generally  erect 
and  well  suited  to  both  whole-stalk  and 
combine-harvesting  systems.  With  the 
exception  of  ratoon  stunting  disease,  L  01- 
283  is  generally  resistant  to  all  of  the  major 
diseases  that  affect  sugarcane  and  it  has 
exhibited  resistance  to  the  sugarcane  borer. 
To  date,  the  commercial  seed  companies 
have  been  generally  unsuccessful  in  using 
tissue  culture  to  micro-propagate  L  01-283 
because  it  exhibits  an  unacceptable  high 
level  of  naturally  occurring  variants  (off- 
types). 

L  01-299  was  released  in  2009  for  its 
excellent  stubbling  ability,  especially  in  older 
stubble;  however,  growers  should  be  aware 
that  this  variety  was  actually  dropped  from 
the  variety  development  in  2008  because  of 
its  susceptibility  to  smut  and  its  erratic  yields 
in  plant-cane  outfield  tests.  However, 
because  of  its  superior  stubbling  ability  and 
erectness  following  Hurricane  Gustav,  the 
variety  was  reconsidered  for  commercial 
release.  L  01-299  was  not  distributed  from 
secondary  seed  increase  stations,  so  growers 
are  encourage  to  obtain  healthy  seed  cane 
from  one  of  the  seed-cane  companies. 

L  03-37 1  was  released  in  20 1 0  with  seed 
distribution  set  for  this  summer.  This  new 
variety  has  high  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  along 
with  good  stubbling  ability.  A  major  strength 
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of  the  variety  is  its  resistance  to  the  common 
diseases  found  in  Louisiana,  but  is  susceptible 
to  the  sugarcane  borer. 

Concern  Over  the  Dependence  of  a 
Single  Variety  (Monoculture) 

Occasionally,  expectations  outweigh 
potential  risk  considerations  to  the  planting 
of  a  single  variety  (Tew  1987).  Hoy  (2005) 
reported  that  LCP  85-384  was  susceptible 
to  common  brown  rust,  and  this  disease  has 
had  a  significant  negative  impact  on  both 
cane  and  sugar  yield  in  areas  of  severe  rust 
infection.    He  reported  that  rust  could  be 


controlled  by  fungicides;  however,  the  best 
control  option  at  this  point  is  to  plant  the  new 
varieties  that  have  shown  a  greater  degree 
of  resistance. 

In  2007, 2008,  and  2009  there  were  many 
fields  of  HoCP  96-540  that  showed 
symptoms  of  brown  rust  but  the  severity  of 
infection  was  not  considered  serious. 
However,  as  the  industry  increases  the 
planting  of  this  variety,  there  might  be  an 
increase  in  severity  of  rust  infection.  Again, 
the  message  is  to  diversify  and  not  rely  on 
one  variety. 

During  the  2007  crop  year,  a  new  disease, 


Table  1.    Louisiana  sugarcane  variety  trends,  by  variety  and  years,  all  regions, 
2004-2009.1 


Area 

planted  to  i 

sugarcane  by  variety  and 

years  (%) 

Variety 

2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

1  yr.  Change2 

LCP  85-384 

89 

73 

46 

22 

6 

-16 

HoCP  85-845 

2 

1 

2 

1 

<1 

<1 

HoCP  91-555 

4 

5 

3 

2 

1 

-1 

Ho  95-988 

<1 

2 

4 

5 

5 

0 

HoCP  96-540 

3 

14 

31 

44 

50 

+6 

L  97-128 

1 

4 

12 

17 

17 

0 

L  99-226 

0 

0 

1 

5 

11 

+6 

L  99-233 

0 

0 

<1 

2 

6 

+4 

HoCP  00-950 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

+1 

L  01-283 

0 

0 

0 

0 

<1 

<1 

L  01-299 

0 

0 

0 

0 

<1 

<1 

Others 

<1 

<1 

1 

1 

2 

+1 

Totals 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

1  Based  on  annual  variety  surveys  from  21  parishes  by  county  agents,  2005-2009 

2  NC  =  no  change 
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orange  rust,  was  discovered  in  Florida  but 
as  of  yet  it  has  not  been  found  in  Louisiana. 
Although  orange  rust  is  not  considered  a 
serious  disease  to  most  sugarcane  industries 
around  the  world,  it  has  been  responsible 
for  the  demise  of  several  varieties  in  other 
countries.  It  appears  that  one  of  Florida's 
major  varieties,  CP  80-1743,  is  susceptible 
to  this  disease  and  its  future  is  questionable. 
Through  a  cooperative  agreement  with 
USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Field  Station,  Canal 
Point,  Florida,  Louisiana  varieties  are 
currently  being  evaluated  for  their  reaction 
to  orange  rust. 

Another  disease  was  found  in  LCP  85- 
384  in  recent  years,  sugarcane  yellow  leaf 
disease  (Grisham  et  al.  2001);  although  it 
appears  now  that  the  variety  is  tolerant  to 
this  disease.  However,  it  is  entirely  possible 
that  this  new  virus  is  also  taking  its  toll  on 
yield  of  this  and  other  varieties. 

In  a  continuing  effort  to  lessen  the 
dependence  of  the  industry  on  one  variety, 
the  Louisiana  variety  development  program 
has  released  nine  new  high  yielding  varieties 
since  2003,  namely,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96- 
540,  L  97-128,  L  99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP 
00-950,  L  01-283,  L  01-299,  and  L  03-371. 


However,  from  the  most  recent  variety 
survey,  many  growers  are  concentrating  on 
planting  three  of  these  varieties,  HoCP  96- 
540,  L99-226  and  L  99-233.  With  limited 
seed  availability,  acreage  of  HoCP  00-950, 
L  01-283,  and  L  01-299  will  increase. 
Hopefully,  the  industry  has  learned  a 
valuable  lesson  and  will  not  succumb  to  the 
practice  of  planting  only  one  or  two  varieties, 
which  might  appear  to  have  superior  yield 
performance  when  compared  to  other 
varieties. 

Monocultures  were  common  to  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  prior  to  the 
introduction  of  interspecific  hybrids  in  the 
1920s.  However,  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
industry  can  no  longer  afford  to  rely  upon  a 
single  variety  today  as  it  did  with  LCP  85- 
384;  therefore,  we  want  to  emphasize  the 
need  to  plant  several  varieties  to  help  to 
spread  the  risk  of  crop  failure  for  any  one 
variety.  With  the  release  of  nine  new 
varieties  since  2003  and  with  more  promising 
experimental  clones  on  the  horizon  it  is 
believed  that  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
industry  should  have  a  more  balanced  mix 
of  varieties. 
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Notice  of  Release  of  Sugarcane  Variety  L  03-371 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University,  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana    70803 

And 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 

And 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S. A,  Inc. 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301 


The  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  the 
Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  working  cooperatively  to 
develop  improved  sugarcane  varieties,  have  jointly  developed  and  hereby  announce  the 
release  of  a  new  variety,  L  03-371,  for  commercial  planting  in  the  summer  of  2010. 

L  03-371  was  derived  from  a  cross  (XL98-282)  made  on  October  9,  1998  between  CP 
83-644  as  the  female  parent  and  LCP  82-89  as  the  male  parent.  Single  stool  seedling 
selection  was  done  at  the  Sugar  Research  Station  located  at  St.  Gabriel,  Louisiana  in  2000. 
Selection  in  First  Line  Trial  and  Second  Line  Trial  stages  resulted  in  permanent  variety 
assignment  in  2003.  Initial  yield  testing  was  done  at  three  locations  in  the  On-Station  nursery 
stage  at  the  Sugar  Research  Station,  USDA-ARS  Ardoyne  Farm,  and  Iberia  Research 
Station.  Upon  advancement,  L  03-371  was  tested  at  five  Off-Station  nursery  and  infield  test 
sites. 

Yield  data  were  then  collected  from  53  replicated,  combine-harvested  Outfield  Trials  at 
10  locations  that  represented  both  light-  and  heavy-textured  soils  (see  Table). 
L  03-371  produced  approximately  9%  greater  recoverable  sugar  yield  (pounds  per  acre) 
than  HoCP  96-540  when  averaged  across  plant-cane,  first-ratoon,  and  second-ratoon  crops. 
L  03-371  is  early  maturing  and  produced  5%  greater  sucrose  content  (pounds  per  ton  of 
cane)  than  HoCP  96-540  as  an  average  across  all  tests.  L  03-371  had  sucrose  content 
values  similar  to  L  99-226  and  L  01-283  but  not  as  high  as  HoCP  00-950. 

Based  on  24  analyses,  the  fiber  content  of  the  new  variety  was  10.6%,  which  is  slightly 
lower  than  HoCP  96-540  (11.6%).  Field  observations  indicated  that  L  03-371  is  only  a 
moderately  erect  variety  and  may  be  better  suited  to  combine  harvesting  systems.  The  leaf 
sheaths  of  L  03-371  were  less  tightly  held  than  LCP  85-384,  which  should  aid  in  trash 
extraction  during  combine  harvesting  of  green  (unburned)  cane. 

The  stalks  of  L  03-371  are  bronze  to  reddish  (bronze  predominates)  and  covered  with  a 
wax  layer.    Stalks  exposed  to  sunlight  have  a  darker  hue.  The  new  variety  has  a  high 
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population  of  medium  diameter  stalks.  Its  stalk  population  was  105%  and  stalk  weight  was 
101%  of  Louisiana's  leading  variety,  HoCP  96-540,  when  averaged  over  plant-cane,  first- 
ratoon,  and  second-ratoon  crops.  L  03-371  is  an  excellent  stubbling  variety. 

L  03-371  is  resistant  to  Sorghum  mosaic  virus,  smut  (Ustilago  scitaminea  Syd.),  and 
brown  rust  {Puccinia  melanocephala  Syd.),  and  moderately  resistant  to  leaf  scald 
[Xanthomonas  albilineans  (Ashby)  Dowson]  under  natural  field  infection.  L  03-371  may 
sustain  yield  loss  in  ratoon  crops  from  ratoon  stunting  disease  (Leifsonia  xyli  subsp.  xyli). 
To  realize  the  maximum  yield  potential  of  this  variety,  healthy  seed  cane,  free  of  this  and 
other  systemic  diseases,  must  be  planted.  The  effect  of  yellow  leaf  disease  and  orange  rust 
on  the  yield  of  L  03-371  is  unknown. 

L  03-371  is  susceptible  to  the  sugarcane  borer  Diatraea  saccharalis  (F.)  as  determined 
by  replicated  variety  screening  and  yield  reduction  trials.  The  variety  should  be  scouted  to 
insure  timely  insecticide  applications  and  should  not  be  planted  in  areas  where  insecticides 
cannot  be  applied. 

Field  observations  indicate  that  L  03-371  is  not  any  more  susceptible  to  herbicides 
commonly  used  for  weed  control  than  sugarcane  varieties  currently  in  production. 

Seed  cane  of  L  03-371  will  be  distributed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the 
U.S.A.,  Inc.  in  accordance  with  the  procedures  to  be  announced  to  all  sugarcane  growers 
in  Louisiana  on  or  after  July  1 ,  2010.  Inquiries  concerning  seed  cane  should  be  directed  to 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  206  East  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 .  Neither 
the  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center  nor  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  seed  cane  available  for  distribution. 

Dr.  David  Boethel 

Vice  Chancellor  and  Director,  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  Louisiana  Agricultural 

Experiment  Station 

Dr.  Judith  B.  St.  John 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Agricultural  Research  Service 


Mr.  Greg  Nolan 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.  A,  Inc. 
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Outfield  Trials 

Yield  comparisons  of  L  03-371  with  other  commercial  sugarcane  varieties  in  53  replicated, 
combine-harvested  Outfield  Trials  on  light-  and  heavy-textured  soils  from  2007  to  2009|. 


Sugar 

Sugar 

Stalk 

Stalk 

Variety 

per  Acre 

Cane  Yield 

per  Ton 

Weight 

Number 

(lbs/acre) 

(tons/acre) 

(lbs/ton) 

(lbs) 

(stalks/acre) 

Plant-cane  Crop  (27  )f 

LCP85-384 

7440  - 

26.4  - 

280  - 

1.98  - 

27097  - 

Ho95-988 

8683  - 

31.4  - 

275  - 

2.33 

26981  - 

HoCP96-540 

9712  - 

35.5 

274  - 

2.61  + 

28015 

L97-128 

9561   - 

34.5 

277  - 

2.58 

26826  - 

L99-226 

10062 

34.7 

290 

2.99  + 

23485  - 

L99-233 

10233 

38.0  + 

269  - 

2.07  - 

37677  + 

HoCPOO-950 

10352 

34.9 

297 

2.32  - 

30386 

L0 1-283 

10213 

36.1 

283  - 

2.25  - 

32775  + 

L0 1-299 

9487  - 

34.5 

274  - 

2.21  - 

32729 

L03-371 

10357 

35.7 

290 

2.45 

29608 

First-Stubble  Cron  (19  ) 

LCP85-384 

6639  - 

24.8  - 

270  - 

1.64  - 

31018  + 

Ho95-988 

7911   - 

29.0 

274  - 

2.06 

28608 

HoCP96-540 

8397 

31.2 

270  - 

2.17 

29190 

L97-128 

7964  - 

28.7  - 

278 

2.21 

25933  - 

L99-226 

8729 

30.1 

291  + 

2.53  + 

24243  - 

L99-233 

8356 

30.9 

272  - 

1.77  - 

35218  + 

HoCPOO-950 

8681 

28.9 

301  + 

1.84  - 

31428  + 

L01-283 

8934  + 

31.4 

286 

1.80  - 

35327  + 

L0 1-299 

9599  + 

35.9  + 

271   - 

1.88  - 

38401 + 

8596 

30.6 

283 

2.15 

28679 

Second-Stubble 

Crop  (7  ) 

LCP85-384 

6988  - 

27.2  - 

258  - 

1.68  - 

33047  + 

Ho95-988 

8478 

32.0 

265 

2.11 

30845 

HoCP96-540 

8379 

32.8 

255  - 

2.27 

29273 

L97-128 

8349 

30.8 

270 

2.29 

27078  - 

L99-226 

8829 

31.4 

282  + 

2.52  + 

25280  - 

L99-233 

8715 

33.1 

263 

1.84  - 

36345  + 

HoCPOO-950 

9112 

30.7 

297  + 

1.84  - 

33268  + 

L01-283 

9470 

33.9 

278 

1.82  - 

38014  + 

L01-299 

9906  + 

37.9  + 

262  - 

1.92  - 

39773  + 

L03-371 

8792 

32.4 

272 

2.20 

29669 

t  Varieties  that  are  significantly  higher  or  lower  than  L03-37 1  are  denoted  by  a  plus  (+)   or  minus 

(-),  respectively,  next  to  the  value  for  each  trait. 

J  Numbers  in  parentheses  represent  the  total  number  of  tests  harvested  for  each  crop. 
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LIST  OF  STATIONS  WHERE  L  03-371  IS  AVAILABLE 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  has  been  directed  by  the  Louisiana  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to  undertake  a  fair  and  impartial 
distribution  of  the  newly  released  variety  of  cane  known  as  L  03-371. 

It  has  been  grown  with  the  understanding  that  those  growing  L  03-371  will  be  paid  the 
price  of  mill  cane  plus  a  bonus,  and  the  League  is  authorized  by  the  Louisiana  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to  charge  a  distribution  fee  of 
$1.00  per  ton. 

If  you  wish  to  order  seed  cane  of  this  new  variety,  please  fill  out  the  application  form 
found  in  this  issue  of  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN.  NO  OTHER  FORM  OF  APPLICATION 
WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  AND  IT  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE,  P.  O.  DRAWER  938,  THIBODAUX,  LA  70302, 
NO  LATER  THAN  MONDAY,  AUGUST  2,  2010 

The  price  of  this  seed  cane  is  $56.00  per  ton,  cut  and  loaded  on  to  your  vehicle  at  the 
secondary  station.  The  cane  will  be  cut  with  a  mechanical  harvester.  There  is  no  guarantee, 
expressed  or  implied,  that  the  seed  offered  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects,  weeds,  or 
weed  seeds. 

For  the  convenience  of  delivering  and  handling  L  03-371  the  League  is  requesting 
purchasers  to  name  three  secondary  stations  from  which  they  are  willing  to  receive  cane. 
The  League  will  attempt  to  fill  all  orders  from  one  of  the  three  selected  secondary  stations. 
If  this  is  not  possible,  the  order  will  be  filled  from  the  nearest  secondary  station.  If  only  one 
secondary  station  is  named  and  the  order  cannot  be  filled  from  that  station,  then  the  order 
will  be  filled  from  a  secondary  station  selected  by  the  League. 

On  August  2,  2010  all  seed  will  be  allocated  and  there  will  be  no  switching  of 
secondary  stations. 

The  secondary  stations  possessing    L  03-371  are: 


Parish 

Station 

Operator 

Ascension 

Palo  Alto 

Palo  Alto  Farms 

New  Hope 

Triple  M  Farms 

J  &  R  Robert 

J  &  R  Robert  Farms 

Assumption 

Belle  Alliance 

Carmouche  Planting 

Cedar  Grove 

E.G.  Robichaux 

Little  Texas 

Tex  Emma 

Lula 

Landry  Bros. 

Goldmine 

Thibodeaux  Bros. 

Westfield 

Landry  Farms 

Iberia 

Caroline 

Herman  Walet 

Ronald  Hebert  Farms 

Ronald  Hebert,  Jr. 

Square  B  Farms 

John  Edmond  Broussard 

Ulysee  Gonsoulin 

Ronald  Gonsoulin 
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Parish 


Station 


Operator 


Iberville 

Cannonburg 
Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 
Al  Landry 
St.  Louis 

Bryan  Campesi 
Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 
Alton  Landry  Inc. 
St.  Louis  Planting 

Lafayette 

Advanced  Agriculture 
Dwayne  Viator  Farms,  LLC 

Bubba  Guidry 
Dwayne  Viator 

Lafourche 

Leighton 
McLeod 
Raceland 

Godfrey  Knight 
Big  D  Farms 
Ellender  Farms 

Pointe  Coupee 

Alma 

John  Goode  Farms 

Brunswick 

Alma  Planting  Co. 
John  Goode 
Joe  Beaud,  III 

St.  James 

Blackberry 
Graugnard  Farms 
Martin  &  Poche 

Blackberry  Farms 
Graugnard  Farms 
Martin  &  Poche 

St.  John 

Glendale 

T.  Lanaux  &  Sons 

St.  Martin 

Southland  Farms,  Inc. 
Huey  Dugas  Farms 
Levert  St.  John 

Dane  Berard 
Huey  Dugas 
Levert  St.  John 

St.  Mary 

Main 

Breaux  Bros. 
Frank  Martin  Farms 
Freyou  Farms 
Northside  Planting  Co. 

Adeline  Planting 
Herbert  Breaux 
Robert  Judice,  Jr. 
Glenn  Freyou 
Clint  &  Chad  Judice 

Rapides 

H.E.  Harper  Farms 

Jim  &  Ross  Harper 

Terrebonne 

Magnolia 

Danny  Naquin  Farms 

Vermillion 

Sam  Duplantis 

Willis  Provost  Farms,  Inc. 

Sam  Duplantis 
Willis  Provost 

W.  Baton  Rouge 

Morris  Farms 

Morris  Farms 

23 


So  simple,  it's  genius 


Technology  has  driven  us  to  the  obvious.. 

Rediscover  the  steering  wheel  in  the  new 
John  Deere  3520  Track  Harvester 

•  Integrated  AutoTrac™  ready 

•  Independent  propulsion  and  steering 

•  Operator  preferred  controls 


John  Deere 


John  Deere  Thibodaux 

(985)  447-7285 

Service  &  Repair 
(985)493-5018 

www.JohnDeere.com 

Factory  Supported  Service 

Off -Season  Repair 

New  &  Used  Equipment 

Parts  &  Service 
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THE  LAST  DAY  ON  WHICH  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SEED  CANE 
OF  L  03-371  CAN  BE  ACCEPTED  IS  AUGUST  2,  2010 

The  cane  will  cost  $56.00  per  ton.  The  League  will  keep  $1.00  per  ton  and  give  the  rest 
to  the  Secondary  Stations.  The  League  will  make  every  effort  to  fill  orders  at  locations 
selected  by  applicants.  It  is  important  that  you  fill  out  the  application  completely  (first, 
second,  and  third  choices)  so  that  we  might  provide  you  with  the  best  service. 

Tear  Out  Application  and  Mail  to:    AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

P.  O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70302-0938 

APPLICATION  FOR    L  03-371  SEED  CANE 

Date 

I  hereby  apply  for tons  of  L  03-371  seed  cane. 

I  agree  to  pay  when  an  allocation  is  assigned  to  me,  and  I  am  to  be  notified  concerning 
this  and  supplied  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  grower  from  whom  I  am  to  get  the  cane, 
which  I  will  send  for  on  a  specified  delivery  date.  I  understand  that  this  cane  will  not  be 
trash  free. 

If  for  any  reason  this  order  cannot  be  filled,  it  is  understood  that  my  money  will  be 

refunded  to  me.  My  2010  total  acreage  in  cane  for  sugar  and  seed  is 

acres. 

The  locations  I  wish  to  receive  my  allocation  of  L  03-371  are: 
1st  choice 

2nd  choice 

3rd  choice 

This  application  is  made  with  the  full  understanding  on  my  part  that  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  get  as  much  as  I  apply  for,  and  that  there  is  no  guarantee  expressed  or  implied  that  this 
seed  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects,  weeds  or  weed  seeds. 

My  farm  is  located  between  these  two  towns: and 


PLEASE  PRINT 

Name 


Mailing  Address 

City 

Zip  


Phone  #  (Day)  (Evening) 

E-mail  address 


DO  NOT  SEND  MONEY  NOW 
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THIS    PAGE    IS    INTENTIONALLY    LEFT    BLANK 


Progressive  Tractor 

& 
Implement  Co. ,  Inc. 


i 
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SALES   SERVICE   PARTS   RENTAL 

"  yyyyyyiry         ■  '•  ^  ■•'.'   ■  ■''...    ,'"■".    i     ■ .     .■     ■  :■"..     ""  ..     .       ■  "'■',■. 


NOW  BOOKING  RENTAL  TRACTORS 
FOR  2010  HARVEST 


LOCATIONS: 


BUNKIE 

318-346-6361 

1-800-367- 

3330 


CECILIA 
337-667-6535 


EUNICE 
337-457-4103 


JEANERETTE 
337-276-6384 


NEW  ROADS 
225-638-6347 


OPELOUSAS 
337-942-5689 


WELSH 
337-734-3444 
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Notice  of  Release  of  a  High  Fiber  Sugarcane 
Variety  Ho  02-113 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 

And 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University,  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana    70803 

And 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S. A,  Inc. 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301 


The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture's  Agricultural  Research  Service, 
Sugarcane  Research  Unit  (SRU);  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of 
the  LSU  Agricultural  Center;  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S. A, 
Inc.,  working  cooperatively  to  develop  improved  sugar  cane  varieties,  have  jointly  developed 
and  hereby  announce  the  release  of  a  new  high-fiber  variety,  Ho  02-1 13  to  meet  the  needs 
of  a  cellulosic  processing  biorefinery. 

Ho  02-113  is  derived  from  a  cross  made  in  2001  between  SES-234  (female  Saccharum 
spontaneum  parent)  and  LCP  85-384  (male  parent).  This  variety  was  originally  selected  in 
2002  as  a  seedling  based  on  agronomic  type.  Further  testing  indicated  that  the  variety  was 
vigorous  with  high  stalk  population  and  good  ratooning  ability  and  because  o  fits  fiber  content 
would  be  a  better  candidate  variety  for  the  production  of  bioenergy  than  commercial  sugar 
cane  varieties.  Candidate  energy  cane  varieties,  including  Ho  02-113  were  planted  in 
completely  randomized  block  designs  with  four  replications  at  the  Diamond  W  Ranch  near 
Welsh,  LA  and  the  SRU's  Spanish  Trail  Farm  near  Schriever,  LA  in  2005.  Each  replication 
consisted  of  a  2-row,  40-foot  plot.  Gross  cane  yields  were  estimated  based  on  mechanical 
harvesting  using  chopper  harvesters  with  the  extractor  fans  turned  off.  Prior  to  harvest,  a 
random  sample  consisting  of  10-whole  stalks  per  plot  was  removed  to  determine  stalk 
composition  using  the  pre-breaker  press  method  at  the  SRU's  Juice  Quality  Lab.  Brix  and 
fiber  composition  expressed  as  percent  cane  were  determined.  Plant-cane,  first-,  second- 
,  and  third-ratoon  crops  were  harvested  and  compared  to  L  79-1002  for  each  location  in 
2006  through  2009,  respectively. 

An  additional  test  was  planted  near  Lacassine,  LA  in  2008  and  harvested  in  2009.  The 
test  consisted  of  two  replications  where  each  replication  comprised  a  single  24-foot  row. 
The  fully  developed  stalks  were  counted  prior  to  harvest,  and  these  counts  along  with 
estimated  stalk  weights  based  on  a  10-stalk  sample  were  used  to  estimate  gross  cane 
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yields.  In  the  Lacassine  test,  yields  of  Ho  02- 1 1 3  were  compared  to  L  79- 1 002  as  well  as  to 
Ho  00-961. 

Yield  components  estimated  included  gross  cane  (tons  cane/acre),  Brix  (%),  Fiber  (%), 
and  the  total  solids  per  acre.  The  tons  of  solids  per  acre  were  broken  down  into  soluble 
solids  (Brix),  insoluble  solids  (fiber),  and  total  solids  (Brix  +  Fiber).  When  data  from  the  two 
locations  were  combined,  Ho  02-113  performed  as  well  as  L  79-1002  (a=0.05)  for  all 
calculated  yield  parameters  (Table  l).When  the  data  were  analyzed  by  location,  significant 
differences  were  observed  between  L  79- 1 002  and  Ho  02- 1 1 3  (Table  2).  In  the  Welsh  test, 
when  yield  parameters  were  averaged  across  crop  years,  Ho  02-1 13  had  significantly  higher 
solids  (Brix,  fiber  and  total)  as  well  as  significantly  more  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  but  no 
significant  difference  in  Brix  (%  cane)  were  found  between  the  two  varieties.  Data  from 
Schriever,  LA  showed  that  Ho  02-113  had  significantly  higher  Brix  (%  cane)  as  well  as 
significantly  higher  solids  (Brix,  fiber  and  total)  and  total  tons  of  cane  per  acre  than  L  79- 
1002.  Fiber  (%  cane)  was  not  significantly  different  than  L  79-1002  at  Schriever,  but  was 
significantly  lower  in  Welsh.  Results  for  Lacassine  were  similar  to  those  reported  in  the 
previous  test.  No  significant  differences  were  found  between  Ho  02-1 13  and  either  of  the 
released  high-fiber  sugar  cane  controls  with  the  exception  of  Brix  (Table  3).  Ho  00-96 1  had 
significantly  higher  Brix  (%  cane)  than  Ho  02- 113,  while  L  79- 1 002  had  significantly  lower 
Brix. 

Throughout  the  five  years  of  testing,  Ho  02- 113  was  observed  for  the  presence  of  disease. 
During  this  period,  Ho  02-1 13  was  exposed  to  high  levels  of  natural  inoculum  of  brown  rust 
(caused  by  Puccinia  melanocephala  H.  and  P.  Sydow)  and  smut  (caused  by  Ustilago 
scitaminea  Sydow  &  P.  Sydow).  No  symptom  of  either  disease  was  observed  in  the 
variety  while  smut  was  evident  in  the  plots  of  L79-1002.  Neither  leaf  scald  (caused  by 
Xanthomonas  albilineans  Ashby,  Dowson)  nor  mosaic  (caused  by  either  Sugarcane  mosaic 
virus  or  Sorghum  mosaic  virus)  was  observed  in  the  variety  in  the  three  test  locations 
under  natural  field  conditions. 

Studies  to  determine  the  level  of  resistance  of  Ho  02- 1 13  to  the  sugarcane  borer  [Diatraea 
saccharalis  (F.)]  are  underway.  Field  observations  do  not  indicate  that  Ho  02-113  is 
susceptible  to  this  insect;  however,  until  more  is  known,  the  variety  should  be  routinely 
scouted  to  insure  timely  insecticide  applications. 

Seed  cane  of  Ho  02- 1 1 3  will  not  be  available  for  distribution  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  or  the  Louisiana  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station.  The  variety  will  be  available  through  private  seed  cane  companies. 
Seed  cane  will  also  be  made  available  through  the  National  Plant  Germplasm  System  at  the 
National  Germplasm  Repository  located  on  the  Subtropical  Horticultural  Research  Station 
in  Coral  Gables,  FL. 

Dr.  Judith  B.  St.  John 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator,  USDA,  Agricultural  Research  Service 

Dr.  David  Boethel 

Director,  LSU  AgCenter,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Mr.  Greg  Nolan 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.  A,  Inc. 
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TABLE  1.  Summary  of  results  comparing  the  yield  of  L  79-1002  with  Ho  02-113  harvested  j 
near  Welsh  and  Schriever,  LA.  Tests  were  harvested  with  a  chopper  harvester  with  the  1 
extractor  fans  turned  off  to  determine  the  total  yields  of  all  above-ground  biomass. 

Gross  Solids 

Cane  Brix        Fiber      Brix       Fiber     Total 

Variety      (tons/A)      %  cane    %  cane     T/A        T/A        T/A 
Plant  Cane 


1st  Ratoon 


L79-1002 

44.9 

7.8 

23.7 

3.5 

10.4 

13.9 

Ho02-113 

57 

8.9 

24.2 

5 

13.3 

18.4 

%L79-1002 

127 

114 

102 

143 

122 

132 

L79-1002 

52.4 

10.2 

27.8 

5.3 

14.6 

20 

Ho02-113 

58.1 

11.5 

26.4 

6.7 

15.4 

22.1 

%L79-1002 

111 

113 

95 

126 

105 

111 

2nd  Ratoon 


3rd  Ratoon 


Average 


1     L79-1002 

41 

9.1 

26.7 

3.9 

10.8 

14.8 

Ho02-113 

53.2 

8.2 

26.4 

4.7 

14 

18.6 

%L79-1002 

130 

90 

99 

121 

130 

126 

L79-1002 

45.1 

9.6 

30.2 

4.4 

13.6 

18 

Ho02-113 

55.4 

11.5 

27.5 

6.5 

15.2 

21.7 

%L79-1002 

123 

120 

91 

148 

112 

121 

L79-1002 

46.1 

9.2 

27.1 

4.3 

12.4 

16.7 

Ho02-113 

55.9 

10 

26.1 

5.7 

14.5 

20.2 

%L79-1002 

121 

109 

96 

133 

117 

121 

TABLE  2.  Summary  of  results  comparing  the  yield  of  L  79-1002  with  Ho  02-113  harvested 
near  Welsh  and  Schriever,  LA.  Data  were  separated  by  location,  but  analyzed  across  4-crop 
cycles  (plant  cane  through  third  ratoon).  Significance  was  determined  at  the  a=0.05  level.  A 
"+"  indicates  that  Ho  02-1 13  was  significantly  higher  than  L79-1002,  while  a  "-"  indicates  that 
L79-1002  was  higher.  No  significant  difference  between  the  two  varieties  is  indicated  by  NS. 
Tests  were  harvested  with  a  chopper  harvester  with  the  extractor  fans  turned  off  to  determine 
the  total  yields  of  all  above-ground  biomass. 

Solids 
Cane  Brix        Fiber      Brix       Fiber     Total 

Variety      (tons/A)      %  cane    %  cane     T/A        T/A        T/A 
Welsh 


Schriever 


L79-1002 

32.5 

8.9 

27.5 

2.9 

8.9 

11.8 

Ho02-113 

40,1 

9.3 

26.7 

3.8 

10.7 

14.5 

%L79-1002 

123 

104 

97 

131 

120 

123 

Significance 

+ 

NS 

- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

L79-1002 

59.2 

9.6 

26.8 

5.6 

15.9 

21.5 

Ho02-113 

71.1 

10.7 

25.5 

7.7 

18.2 

25.9 

%L79-1002 

120 

111 

95 

138 

114 

12.0 

Significance 

+ 

+ 

NS 

+ 

+ 

+ 
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TABLE  3.  Summary  of  results  compari] 
near  Lacassine,  LA.    Results  are  based 
Significance  was  determined  at  the  a=0.05 
higher  than  the  control  variety,  while  a  " 
significant  difference  between  the  two  va 
a  chopper  harvester  with  the  extractor  fan 
ground  biomass. 

rig  the  yield  of  L  79-1 

on  a  single  plant-ca 

level.  A  "+"  indicates  1 

-"  indicates  that  the  c 

002  with  Ho  02-1 
ne  test  with  two 
hat  Ho  02-1 13  was 
ontrol  variety  wa 
NS.  Tests  were  h< 
me  the  total  yields 

13  harvested 

replications. 

significantly 

5  higher.  No 

rieties  is 
s  turned 

indicated  by 
off  to  determ 

irvested  with 
of  all  above- 

Variety 

Cane 

Brix 

Fiber 

Brix 

Fiber 

Total 

(tons/A) 

%  cane 

%  cane 

T/A 

T/A 

T/A 

L79-1002 

24.5 

8.3 

26.4 

2 

6.5 

8.5 

Ho00-961 

31.3 

11.3 

22 

3.5 

6.7 

10.4 

%L79-1002 

128 

136 

83 

175 

103 

122 

Ho02-113 

25.8 

10.7 

24.2 

2.8 

6.2 

9 

%L79-1002 

105 

129 

92 

140 

95 

106 

Significant  difference 

(L79-1002) 

NS 

+ 

NS 

NS 

NS 

NS 

Significant  difference 

(HoOO-961) 

NS 

- 

NS 

NS 

NS 

NS 

Try  the  Classifieds  in 

The  Sugar  Bulletin... 

It  Really  Works! 


Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


FOR  SALE 


CIH  1680  Combine  4WD  Cummings, 
4051  eng.  hrs.  w/  21'  MacDon  draper 
$45,000 

CASE  850  G  dozer  w/new  under- 
carriage, 3302  engine  hrs.  -  $45,000 

F-450  flatbed  w/30' 
gooseneck  trailer  -  $14,000 

Caldwell  grain  cart 
(450)  bushell- $1,200 

Call  Robbie  at  337-945-6998 


DeVillier  Farms  &  Services  LLC 

5027  Hwy.  182 

Opelousas,LA  70570 
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CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Dondi  Ditcher 

DBR  75  Super 


5-Row  Cane  Cultivator 

manufactured  by  Broussard 
Cane  Equipment 


Northwest  Tiller 


Call  Nick 
(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA   70764 
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2!Jtu  International 
Sweetener  Symposium 


sponsored  by  American  Sugar  Alliance 


July  30-August  4, 2010 

Vail  Marriott  Mountain  Resort  &  Spa 

Vail,  Colorado,  USA 


111 

111 
liii 


Jr  Ian  now  to  attend  the  27th  International  Sweetener  Symposium  in 
spectacular  Vail,  Colorado,  USA.  This  year's  theme,  "Policy, 
Perception  and  Prospects  for  the  Market"  will  explore  a  broad  range  of 
topics  including  the  outlook  for  U.S.  and  world  supply  and  demand, 
multilateral,  regional  and  bilateral  trade  agreements,  U.S.  and  world 
sugar  policies,  consumption  trends,  and  other  issues  vital  to  the  industry. 
All  sugar  market  stakeholders  will  want  to  explore  these  critical  issues 
with  the  Symposium's  panels  of  renowned  industry  experts  and  key 
policymakers.  Listen,  learn,  and  add  your  views  at  lively  and 
informative  sessions.  Network  with  industry  colleagues  and  customers. 
Symposium  attendees  include  representatives  from  all  sectors  of  the 
sweetener  industry  including  growers,  processors,  refiners,  suppliers, 
sweetener  users,  and  others.  For  program  and  registration  materials,  visit 
www.sugaralliance.org/symposium.    Register  now  to  attend  this 
important  industry  event. 


AMERICAN  SUGAR  ALLIANCE 


2111  Wilson  Blvd. 

Suite  600 

Arlington,  VA  22201 

tel:  703-351-5055 

fax:703-351-6698 

www  .sugar alliance  .org 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 

Northwestern  Tiller  with  openers  - 
$12,000.  Call  Tony  at  225-268- 
2251. 

Cameco  Hi-Dump  Wagon; 
Covering  tool;  TransLoader  Wagon; 
2-row  Broussard  whole  stalk  cutter; 
1  -row  Broussard  whole  stalk  cutter; 
1 5  side  dump  hi- way  trailers.  Call 
Kenneth  Taylor  at  337-945-7474. 

'93  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  new 
Cummins  Eng.  -  $10,000;  2  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers  -  $7,000 
for  1.  Call  Tommy  at  318-452- 
7945  or  Byrns  at  318-452-5373. 
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SUGARCANE 

PROTECTION  FROM 

YIELD-ROBBING  BORERS. 

Diamond®  insecticide's  unique  mode  of  action  interferes  with 
the  development  of  yield-robbing  insects  and  provides  effective 
control  of  destructive  Sugarcane  borers  and  Mexican  rice  borers. 
Low  risk,  low  use  rates,  and  safety  to  beneficials  make  it  excellent 
for  IPM.  Ask  for  Diamond  from  MANA.  In  fact,  insist  on  it. 


Diamond 


Exclush 
to  MANA 


0.83EC  INSECTICIDE 


Al  WAYS  Rf  All  AND  f  01 1 OW  \Ml±  DIRECTIONS  Check  with  your  MANA  representative  for  state  registration  status. 
©2010  Diamond  of  MANA  (Makhteshim  Agan  of  North  America,  Inc.) 


*MANA 

Crop   Protection 

www.manainc.com 


THE  SUGAR  BULL 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through  effective 
research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 


American 
Sugar  Cane 
'  League 

/-Os  Est.  1922 

\akin$  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


August  2010 
Volume  88,  No.  11 


IN  THIS   ISSUE 


Up  Front  With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Washington  Update 

by  Jack  Pettus 


On  The  Farm 

by  Windell  Jackson 

Growing  Your  Bottom  Line 

by  Dr.  Mike  Salassi 
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The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc 


James  H.  Simon/Editor  and  General  Manager 
Windell  R.  Jackson/Senior  Agronomist 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr./Agronomist 
Nathan  Blackwelder/ Agronomist 
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SUGAR  CANE  HIGH  DUMP  WAGON 

8-10  ton  capacity  wagon 

Walking  beam  axle  design 

Special  slide  assembly  w/abrasive  resistant  wear  pads 

Separate  hydraulic  lift  and  dump  circuits 

Heavy  duty  cylinders,  pins,  and  cylinder  mounts 

Heavy  duty  hub  assemblies 

Multi-Lube  walking  beam 

14.00x24, 12pr  tires 

Adjustable  hitch 


Contact  Perry  Falcon 
at  225-268-2288 


John  Deere 


John  Deere 


Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 
to  view  our  used  equipment  inventory 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Contact  Committee  Meeting 
EPA  Boiler  AAACT  Standards 


As  part  of  the  League's  efforts  to 
provide  our  members  with  pertinent 
educational  information  about  the 
sugarcane  industry,  we  host  the  annual 
Contact  Committee  Meeting.  We  had  an 
excellent  turnout  for  the  June  30  meeting. 
The  program  provided  all  in  attendance  with 
timely  information  about  several  aspects  of 
our  industry. 

Topics  on  the  agenda  included  information 
on  the  release  of  the  new  variety  L  03-371, 
rust  control,  soil  health,  precision  farming 
strategies,  and  applying  lime  in  sugar 
processing. 

Jack  Roney,  the  American  Sugar 
Alliance's  Director  of  Economics  and  Policy 
Analysis,  served  as  keynote  speaker.  He 
shared  a  multi-faceted  update  on  the  state 
of  the  U.S.  Sugar  industry.  First  of  all,  he 
explained  that  the  global  sugar  market  has  a 
large  part  to  play  in  establishing  the  30-year 
high  in  sugar  prices.  Sugar  production  in 
countries  such  as  India,  Cuba,  and  Mexico 
has  fallen  in  the  past  couple  of  years  causing 
deficits  in  the  global  market  that  have 
elevated  U.S.  prices. 

Roney  warned  of  upcoming  challenges 
as  well.  We  will  be  vigilant  of  an  impending 
integration  with  the  Mexican  sugar  market 


in  the  near  future,  as  well  as,  the  threat  of 
future  trade  agreements.  He  also  suggested 
making  improvements  in  defending  domestic 
sugar  consumption  due  to  proposed 
government  health  guidelines,  consumer 
preferences,  and  price  recovery  that  may 
discourage  consumption. 

I  commend  our  Contact  Committee 
Chairman,  Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert  and  our 
League  staff  who  coordinated  the  meeting 
to  provide  our  membership  with  information 
to  keep  their  operations  viable.  I  would  also 
like  to  thank  Jack  Roney  and,  all  of  the 
presenters  who  graciously  shared  their 
research  and  knowledge.  I  urge  the 
membership  to  retain  and  utilize  all  of  the 
educational  information  that  the  League 
provides  to  help  you  continue  to  produce  a 
successful  product  year  in  and  year  out. 

EPA  Boiler  MACT  Standards 

We  are  currently  following  the  issue  of 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency's 
proposed  boiler  maximum  achievable  control 
technology  (MACT)  standards.  We  are 
particularly  concerned  about  these  proposed 
standards  because  our  industry's  bagasse- 
fired  boilers  fall  into  a  sector  in  which  the 
EPA  can  mandate  stricter  emissions  control. 


The  new  regulations  are  the  result  of 
pressure  applied  by  a  Natural  Resource 
Defense  Council  (NRDC)  petition  which  led 
to  a  2007  court  order  for  the  EPA  to  review 
emission  standards  from  boilers  and 
incinerators. 

According  to  the  Environmental  News 
Network,  for  new  and  existing  coal-fired 
boilers  and  process  heaters,  EPA  has 
proposed  new  limits  on  mercury,  particulate 
matter  (PM)  and  carbon  monoxide  (CO) 
emissions.  Similarly,  biomass  sources,  like 
the  bagasse-burning  boilers  that  our  sugar 
mills  use,  would  have  stricter  limits  on  PM 
and  CO  imposed.  The  new  standards  would 
apply  at  all  times  for  all  sources,  including 
periods  of  malfunction,  start-up,  and  shut- 
down. The  EPA  would  require  all  sources 
to  come  into  compliance  within  three  years 
of  the  final  rule's  publication  in  the  Federal 
Register. 


If  accepted  as  proposed,  the  new 
regulations  would  be  devastating  to  the 
industry  requiring  costly  upgrades  and  much 
higher  maintenance  cost  for  our  mills.  The 
capital  needed  to  upgrade  the  boilers  could 
exceed  the  costs  of  the  entire  boilers 
themselves. 

In  Washington  we  are  building  a  coalition 
and  teaming  up  with  other  affected 
industries.  Wood  and  paper  mills  across  the 
country  who  use  wood  scraps  and  sawdust 
to  feed  their  boilers  would  also  be 
devastated  by  these  burdensome  rules. 

We  were  recently  successful  in  getting 
the  comment  period  extended  from  August 
3rd  to  September  2nd.  The  EPA  administrator 
is  under  court  order  to  complete  the  final 
rule  by  Dec.  16.  We  will  continue  to  follow 
this  issue  as  it  progresses. 
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HONIRON  Corporation  is  vour  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  •  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales®  honiron.com      www.honiron.com 
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Service  for  all  wholestalk 
cutters  and  loaders. 

Combines 


Case  Austoft  Cane 

Combines:  Sales,  Parts 

and  Service. 


This  is  what  makes  our  service  special! 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Crop  Insurance  Deal  -  Time  To  Make  Your  Own  Decisions 

Financial  Reform,  Unemployment  Benefits  Are  Focus  for  July 

USDA  WASDE  July  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


USDA  in  mid- July  announced  that  all 
crop  insurance  companies  have 
signed  the  Standard  Reinsurance 
Agreement,  completing  a  tough  series  of 
negotiations  that  resulted  in  a  $6  billion 
reduction  in  costs  of  the  program  (over  ten 
years).  $4  billion  of  that  savings  will  go  to 
deficit  reduction  and  the  remainder  will  be 
plowed  back  into  risk  management  and 
conservation  measures. 

House  Ag  Chairman  Collin  Peterson  (D- 
MN)  has  argued  that  the  $4  billion  in  deficit 
reduction  should  be  considered  agriculture's 
contribution  to  deficit  reduction.  As  a  budget 
reconciliation  measure  looks  more  and  more 
inevitable  next  year,  it  is  his  hope  that  the  $4 
billion  will  be  counted. 

Crop  insurance  signup  for  the  2010-11 
cane  crop  is  coming  up  soon  and,  with 
expectation  that  this  will  be  a  busy  hurricane 
season,  it  is  time  for  farmers  to  take  a  close 
look  at  their  options. 


Financial  Reform,  Unemployment 
Benefits  Are  Focus  for  July 

Congress  passed  the  financial  services 
reform  bill  after  returning  from  the 
Independence  Day  break  and  is  now 
working  on  pushing  an  extension  of 
unemployment  benefits  to  the  President's 
desk  in  the  coming  days.  Next,  the  Senate 
will  attempt  to  pass  legislation  to  improve 
small  business  lending. 

Senator  Blanche  Lincoln  (D-AR) 
continues  to  work  on  an  estate  tax  relief 
measure  that  could  be  attached  to  the  small- 
business  loan  bill  that  the  Senate  is 
considering.  The  measure,  cosponsored  by 
Senator  Jon  Kyi  (R-AZ),  would  reduce  the 
top  estate  tax  rate  to  35  percent,  with  a  per- 
person  exemption  of  $5  million,  and  would 
index  that  rate  to  inflation.  Recall  that  the 
House  passed  a  bill  in  late  2009  setting  the 
top  rate  at  45  percent  with  a  $3.5  million 
exemption.    Unless  Congress  acts  before 


the  end  of  the  calendar  year,  the  top  rate 
will  rise  to  55  percent  on  January  1,  2011, 
with  a  per-person  exemption  of  $  1  million. 

The  Senate  continues  to  tread  carefully 
on  the  extension  of  other  tax  cuts  that  will 
be  expiring  at  the  end  of  the  calendar  year 
and  the  effort  may  be  complicated  by  a  new 
coalition  of  58  House  Democrats  who  have 
warned  the  leadership  that  they  will  oppose 
any  legislation  that  fails  to  abide  by  pay-as- 
you-go  rules  adopted  earlier  this  year.  The 
tax  cut  extension  package  would  cost  $1.6 
trillion  over  10  years. 

The  Senate  is  still  working  on  a  watered 
down  energy  bill,  without  cap  &  trade 
provisions,  that  may  hit  the  Senate  floor  when 
Congress  returns  from  the  August  recess. 
This  bill  is  expected  to  focus  on  utilities  rather 
than  taking  an  industry-wide  approach. 

The  House  agricultural  appropriations 
subcommittee  marked  up  its  version  of  the 
FY2011  ag  appropriations  package  in  late 
June.  The  $23  billion  package  includes  base 
funding  for  ARS  Houma  but  includes  no 
funding  for  construction.  It  does  include 
$3.64  million  for  Canal  Point  construction, 
but  no  construction  funding  for  Louisiana. 
The  Senate  ag  appropriations  subcommittee 
marked  up  its  package  in  mid- July,  including 
$1  million  for  construction  at  ARS  Houma. 

The  failure  to  include  Houma  construction 
funding  in  the  House  bill  is  attributable  to 
the  self-imposed  one-year  ban  on  earmarks 
by  Republicans.  Since  Louisiana's  sole 
representative  on  the  Appropriations 
Committee  is  Rep.  Rodney  Alexander  (R), 
there  was  no  committee-champion  to  help 
secure  the  funding.  We  will  continue  to  push 
for  funding  for  construction  of  the  ARS 
sugarcane  laboratory  near  Houma,  as  well 
as  increased  funding  for  energy  cane 
research. 

As  before,  Congress  is  expected  to  return 
to  Washington  after  the  November  elections 
for  a  lameduck  session  to  put  together  and 


pass  an  omnibus  appropriations  package  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year. 

USDA  WASDE  July  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  July  World  Agricultural  Supply 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  for 
sugar  supply  and  use  for  2008/09  were 
unchanged.  Domestic  production  for  2009/ 
10  was  reduced  to  7,805,000  tons  from 
7,847,000  tons,  with  cane  production 
increasing  slightly  to  3,355,000  tons  from 
3,347,000  tons  due  to  an  8,000  ton  increase 
in  Florida.  Beet  production  is  lowered  to 
4,450,000  tons  from  4,500,000.  Imports  were 
increased  to  2,729,000  tons  from  2,569,000 
tons,  with  a  270,000  ton  increase  in  TRQ 
imports  resulting  from  the  recent  reallocation 
more  than  offsetting  a  90,000  ton  reduction 
in  imports  from  Mexico,  which  are  now 
estimated  at  430,000  tons.  As  a  result,  total 
supplies  are  increased  to  12,033,000  tons 
from  11,915,000  tons  last  month.  Exports 
were  unchanged  at  200,000  tons  and 
deliveries  were  unchanged  at  10,565,000. 
Total  use  was  left  at  1 0,765,000  tons,  resulting 
in  ending  stocks  for  September  2010  of 
1 ,268,000  tons  from  1 , 1 50,000  tons  in  June. 
The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was  increased  to 
11.8  percent  from  10.7  percent. 

Higher  beginning  stocks  in  2010/11  and 
an  increase  in  beet  production  led  to  an 
increase  in  total  supply  to  11,587,000  tons 
from  1 1 ,399,000  tons  last  month.  Domestic 
production  rises  to  8,235,000  tons  from 
8,165,000  tons,  with  beet  production 
increased  to  4,710,000  tons  from  4,630,000 
tons  and  cane  production  falling  to  3,525,000 
tons  from  3,535,000  tons  due  to  a  drop  in 
Texas  production.  Louisiana  projection 
remains  at  1,465,000  tons.  Imports  remain 
at  2,084,000  tons,  including  1 ,224,000  tons 
under  TRQ,  300,000  tons  under  reexports, 
560,000  tons  under  high-tier  and  other,  and 
550,000  tons  from  Mexico.    Exports  are 


steady  at  150,000  tons,  deliveries  unchanged 
at  10,485,000  tons  and  total  use  unchanged 
at  10,635,000  tons.  The  higher  beginning 
stocks  and  higher  production  results  in  an 
increase  of  ending  stocks  to  952,000  tons  from 
764,000  tons  last  month.  The  stocks-to-use 
ratio  for  September,  201 1  is  projected  to  rise 
to  9.0  percent  from  7.2  percent  in  June. 

USDA  increased  Mexican  production  for 
2009/10  to  5,120,000  tons  from  5,085,000 


tons,  reduced  imports  to  820,000  tons  from 
955,000  tons  and  reduced  exports  to  390,000 
tons  from  490,000  tons,  leaving  ending  stocks 
at  868,000  tons.  For  2010/11,  Mexican 
production  remains  at  5,450,000  tons,  imports 
at  150,000  tons,  domestic  use  at  4,950,000 
tons  and  exports  at  500,000  tons.  As  a  result, 
Mexico  is  projected  to  have  ending  stocks  of 
1,01 8,000  tons. 
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Mpre  sizes  available  ♦  TYuoteiiA^  available. 
4831  NWEvangelineThwy-Ext7 
337  896-8462  •  Ask  for  Terri 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


%% 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


it 


So  simple,  it's  genius 
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Rediscover  the  steering  wheel  in  the  new 
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•  Operator  preferred  controls 


John  Deere 
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Factory  Supported  Service 

Off-Season  Repair 

New  &  Used  Equipment 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report  8t  Seed  Quality 


Looking  back  at  previous  year's  articles 
written  during  the  first  half  of  July,  most 
have  some  reference  to  the  need  of  rain  in 
the  cane  belt.  This  is  not  true  for  2010;  most 
areas  have  received  more  than  adequate  rain  and 
are  now  in  the  need  of  dry  field  conditions  and 
sunshine.  At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  July 
15,  2010  with  good  moisture  throughout  the 
industry,  cane  is  growing  at  a  very  good  rate. 
The  rapid  growth  of  the  cane  at  this  time  is  only 
matched  by  the  abundant  growth  of  weeds 
covering  fallow  fields. 

The  majority  of  the  industry  has  been  wet,  but 
the  weather  in  Louisiana  can  take  a  1 80°  turn  and 
it  is  possible  that  by  mid-planting,  we  will  once 
again  be  in  desperate  need  of  a  good  rain  to 
ensure  the  success  of  this  year's  planting.  A 
broad  band  within  the  industry  recently  got  7  to 
10  inches  of  rain.  As  one  rides  headlands  in 
these  areas  a  week  after,  dust  is  kicked  up,  and 
fieldwork  is  resuming.  There  are  still  a  few  wet 
spots,  but  with  the  temperatures  well  above  95° 
each  day,  they  too  will  soon  be  dry.  If  fallow 
fields  are  up  in  rows,  they  should  be  cleaned  up 
and  maintained  with  the  use  of  herbicides.  For 
sugarcane,  planting  into  a  weed-free  stale  bed 
has  proven  to  produce  better  stands  and  higher 


yields  than  planting  in  a  bed  that  has  been 
worked  to  control  weeds  before  planting  and  has 
lost  its  moisture  due  to  excessive  cultivation. 

Various  growers  are  expressing  that  even  with 
a  late  start  of  this  year's  crop;  their  plant  cane 
will  be  tall  enough  to  start  planting  at  the  end  of 
July;  for  sure  by  the  first  week  in  August.  Those 
who  are  planting  L  99-233  expect  to  plant  it  first, 
hoping  to  get  it  into  the  ground  before  it  falls  to 
the  ground.  Over  the  years,  dates  of  planting 
research  have  shown  that  early-planted  cane  has 
a  higher  yield  potential  (population  and  sugar/ 
ton)  than  the  same  variety  planted  late  (October). 
At  one  of  the  recent  parish  sugarcane  field  days, 
Dr.  Ryan  Viator,  USDA  Sugarcane  Research  Lab, 
Houma,  LA,  noted  that,  "that  when  comparing 
planting  dates  of  August  1,  September  1,  and 
October  1,  there  was  about  1,000  pounds  of 
sugar/acre  yield  loss  with  each  successive  later 
planting  date."  He  also  indicated  that  this  yield 
loss  could  not  be  overcome  with  an  increase  in 
seeding  rate  at  the  later  dates  of  planting. 

To  make  up  for  acreage  plowed  due  to  the 
extremes  of  2009  (bad  planting  in  2008  and  muddy 
harvest  2009)  a  lot  of  growers  will  have  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  acres  they  are  hoping 
to  plant  this  fall.  To  maximize  yield  potential  and 
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longevity,  no  matter  what  variety  or  when 
planted,  the  seed  should  be  placed  in  the  ground 
under  the  best  possible  conditions.  The 
expense  of  planting  is  too  great  and  the  effects 
too  long  (stubble  crop  yields)  for  anything  other 
than  an  optimum  effort. 

This  year  for  planting,  growers  have  a  large 
number  of  varieties  from  which  to  choose  as  can 
be  seen  in  Table  1 ,  which  is  being  handed  out  at 
the  sugarcane  field  days.  The  table  lists 
information  that  should  be  considered  when 
deciding  what  variety  to  plant  and  where  to  plant 
it.  None  of  the  varieties  listed  in  the  table  are 
perfect,  all  having  various  problems.  All  appear 
to  be  susceptible  to  at  least  one  of  the  two  major 
sugarcane  diseases  in  Louisiana  (brown  rust  and 
smut)  and  some  lack  resistance  to  both.  The 
severity  of  these  two  diseases'  development  are, 
variety  and  environment  related  and  not  directly 
related  to  seed  source  as  is  mosaic,  RSD,  and 
leaf  scald.  The  three  aforementioned  diseases 
are  systemic  throughout  a  stool  of  cane  and 
when  planted,  the  resulting  shoots  will  be 
diseased.  Because  of  LCP  85-384's  resistance 
to  RSD,  many  within  the  industry  have  taken 
their  eyes  off  this  old  nemesis.  The  use  of  the 
AgCenter's  RSD  Testing  Lab  has  declined  over 
the  last  three  or  four  years.  Some  of  the  recently 
released  varieties  (Table  1 )  have  not  shown  the 
resistance  to  the  spread  of  RSD  that  the  industry 
enjoyed  with  "good  old  384."  Contact  Dr.  Jeff 
Hoy  by  email  at  jhoy@agcenter.lsu.edu  or  by 
phone  at  (225)  578-1392  to  arrange  to  have 
collected  samples  tested  by  his  staff.  In  past 
years,  county  agents  have  assisted  growers  with 
this  process  and  some  consultants  have  been 
participating  in  the  program  by  collecting 
samples  and  providing  them  to  Dr.  Hoy  for 
testing.  The  testing  of  fields  for  RSD  is  an  aid  to 
maximizing  yields  and  profits.  It  also  helps  to 
point  out  the  importance  of  maintaining  a 
continued  source  of  disease  free  seed  on  the 
farm  for  planting  each  year. 

Dr.  Hoy  makes  the  following  comments  and 
suggestions  regarding  RSD,  survey  methods, 
and  the  testing  lab: 

Ratoon  stunting  disease  (RSD)  was  the 
most  important  disease  problem  for  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  for  years. 


Fortunately,  RSD  infection  levels  have  been 
greatly  reduced  by  tissue  culture-based 
healthy  seedcane  programs.  However,  the 
disease  has  not  been  eliminated.  It  is 
persisting  at  low  levels  on  some  farms.  RSD 
monitoring  is  available  at  no  cost  through 
the  LSU  AgCenter  Sugarcane  Disease 
Detection  Lab  (SDDL).  There  are  no  visible 
external  symptoms  for  RSD.  Only  testing  can 
tell  you  if  the  disease  is  still  occurring  in 
cane  on  your  farm. 

Unfortunately,  the  organism  that  causes 
RSD  does  not  build  up  to  reliably  detectable 
levels  until  stalks  begin  to  mature.  This 
means  RSD  testing  cannot  be  used  to  tell  you 
what  the  infection  levels  are  in  seed  sources 
before  you  plant.  Actually,  the  levels  of 
disease  in  seed  sources  are  probably  so  low 
that  it  would  be  hard  to  detect  without  a  very 
large  sample  of  stalks.  RSD  testing  can 
provide  quality  control  testing  for  your 
healthy  seedcane  program  by  checking  for 
RSD  in  the  oldest  stubble  fields  during 
September  prior  to  harvest.  If  RSD  is 
persisting  on  your  farm,  it  will  be  at  detectable 
levels  in  the  old  stubble  at  the  end  of  the 
healthy  seedcane  pipeline.  If  disease  is 
detected,  we  can  work  with  you  to  determine 
the  source  of  the  problem. 

As  mentioned  above,  there  is  no  charge  for 
testing.  The  SDDL  is  supported  by  the 
seedcane  companies  and  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  so  in  a  sense  you  have  already 
paid  for  testing.  The  recommendation  is  to 
collect  25-30  stalks  scattered  across  the  ends 
of  rows  preferably  from  both  ends  of  a  field. 
Remove  the  lowest  complete  joint  (two  nodes 
with  a  complete  internode)  from  each  stalk 
and  place  all  the  stalk  samples  from  one  field 
together  in  a  sealable  plastic  bag.  Samples 
do  not  have  to  be  refrigerated,  but  keep  them 
out  of  direct  sun.  Your  consultant  or  county 
agent  can  advise  you  on  the  process  and  help 
you  get  the  samples  delivered  to  the  lab. 

A  consistent  healthy  seedcane  program 
including  RSD  testing  will  keep  this 
potentially  damaging  disease  from  hurting 
yields  on  your  farm.  We  currently  have  one 
promising  variety,  L  01-283,  for  which  no 
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tissue  culture  seedcane  is  available.  Testing 

will  make  sure  RSD  does  not  get  into  L  01- 

283  and  keep  it  clean  and  productive . 

I  have  received  numerous  positive  comments 

about  the  recently  released  variety  L  01-283. 

Growers  are  impressed  with  the  way  it  survived 

the  winter,  stands  on  the  poor  drained  ends  of 

their  fields,  and  with  its  early  emergence  during 

the    long   cool    spring.      Because    of  its 

attractiveness  and  yield  potential,  the  variety  will 

see  a  large  expansion  in  its  acreage  after  this 

year's  planting,  as  it  should. 

L  0 1  -283  's  RSD  rating  is  poor.  As  noted  by  Dr. 
Hoy  for  the  near  future  there  is  little  or  no 
certified  seedcane  available  of  this  new  variety 
and  it  is  a  very  good  idea  to  survey  on  farm 
stubble  fields  of  L  01-283  to  monitor  possible 


buildup  of  RSD  in  the  variety.  This  is  one  case 
where  looking  behind  can  tell  where  you  are 
going.  Testing  for  RSD  in  the  older  stubble  fields 
will  also  give  a  good  indication  if  proper  sanitary 
procedures  (disinfecting  harvester  and  planting 
wagons  when  moving  from  one  seed  plot  to  the 
next)  have  been  followed  on  the  farm  and  have 
prevented  the  movement  of  the  RSD  on  the  farm. 
With  the  maintenance  of  good  quality  and 
disease  free  seed  supply  of  L  01-283,  the  variety 
has  the  potential  to  improve  yields  and  profits. 
Until  the  commercial  seed  companies  can  work 
out  the  process  of  producing  quality  plantlets  of 
L  01-283,  those  who  have  access  to  hot  water 
units  should  make  efforts  to  treat  several  batches 
for  planting  this  year. 


Table  1.  Field  Day  Handout  of  Characteristics  for  Current  Commercial  Sugarcane  Varieties* 

HoCP         L  L         HoCP         L  L  L 

96-540     99-226     99-233     00-950     01-283     01-299    03-371 
Year  of  Release 


Varietal  Characteristics 

2003 

2006 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

2010 

Sugar  per  acre 

\G 

\G 

\G 

\G 

V3 

\G 

\G 

Harvestability 

G 

P-M 

P-M 

M 

G 

\G 

M 

Erectness 

G 

P 

P 

M 

M 

\G 

M 

Brittleness 

G 

M 

P-M 

M 

G 

G 

P-M 

Sucrose  Content** 

M-G 

\G 

G 

\G 

\G 

M-G 

\G 

Maturity 

M 

M-E 

M-E 

E 

E 

M 

M-E 

Fiber 

G 

G 

M 

G 

G 

M 

G 

Tonnage 

\G 

\G 

\G 

\G 

\G 

\G 

G 

Stubbling 

G 

G 

\G 

G 

\G 

\G 

G 

Borer  resistance 

S 

R 

S 

S 

MR 

R 

S 

Smut  resistance 

R 

S 

S 

R 

R 

S 

R 

Mosaic  resistance 

R 

R 

MR 

R 

R 

R 

R 

RSD  tolerance 

M 

P 

P 

P 

P 

M 

P 

Leaf  scald 

R 

MR 

R 

MR 

R 

M 

R 

Rust  resistance 

MS 

MS 

R 

R 

M 

R 

R 

Post-freeze  deterioration 

M-G 

P-M 

P-M 

G 

M-G 

U 

M 

Herbicide  tolerance 

M-G 

M-G 

M-G 

M-G 

M-G 

M 

M-G 

Shading 

M 

\G 

\G 

\G 

G 

M 

G 

Ripener  response 

\G 

\G 

M 

G 

P 

U 

U 

Heavy  soil  yield  observations 

G 

M 

\G 

M 

\G 

\G 

M 

*Prepared  cooperatively  by  sugarcane  researchers  at  the  AgCenter's  Sugar  Research  Station,  the 
USDA-ARS  SugarcaneResearch  Lab,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
**  Sucrose  content  is  measured  as  theoretical  recoverable  sugar  (TRS)  per  ton  of  cane 
E  =  Early        U  =  Unknown  M  =  Moderate,  Medium  MR  =  Moderately  Resistant 

G  =  Good       VG  =  Very  Good  MS  =  Moderately  Susceptible  P  =  Poor 

*Can  be  injured  by  late  applications  of  Asulam. 
2Rates  exceeding  6  oz/acre  have  caused  damage  in  subsequent  stubble  crops. 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 
1-877-648-LAND 


Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 


for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^s^ 
www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  lender 
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Growi  ng  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD 
LSU  AgCenter 


Cost  Options  for  At-Planting  Weed  Control 


In  the  current  economic  climate  in  which 
production  agriculture  exists  today, 
successful  farm  management  requires 
attention  to  every  aspect  of  crop  production. 
Every  farm  decision  made  and  action  taken 
in  the  field  ultimately  impacts  net  returns  to 
the  farming  operation.  Growers  need  to  be 
concerned  with  both  sides  of  the  net  return 
equation:  revenue  and  expenses. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  proper  variety 
selection  for  the  growing  conditions  in  a  given 
farm  location  is  extremely  important  in 
maximizing  yields  to  improve  net  farm 
returns.  Proper  variety  selection  and 
following  recommended  production 
practices  to  ensure  maximum  yield  will 
always  be  of  vital  importance  in  sugarcane 
production.  However,  in  recent  years  as 
production  expenses  have  increased,  farm 
managers  can  no  longer  rely  solely  on 
maximizing  yield  to  ensure  the  economic 
viability  of  the  farming  operation.  Farm 
decision  choices  and  crop  production  options 
which  also  lower  production  expenses  must 
also  be  carefully  considered. 

Farm  production  expenses  basically  fall 
into  two  general  categories:  variable 
expenses  and  fixed  expenses.    Variable 


expenses  vary  with  the  level  of  acreage  under 
production,  but  are  relatively  constant  on  a 
per  acre  basis.  This  cost  category  includes 
production  expenses  such  as  fertilizer, 
herbicides,  insecticides,  fuel,  labor  and 
repairs.  Fixed  expenses  are  generally 
constant  on  a  whole  farm  basis  and  primarily 
include  charges  for  depreciation  and  interest 
on  equipment  investment  as  well  as  general 
farm  overhead  expenses. 

There  are  opportunities  for  farm  managers 
to  reduce  both  of  these  types  of  production 
expenses  on  a  per  acre  basis.  For  fixed 
expenses,  using  tillage  or  harvesting 
equipment  over  more  sugarcane  acres  will 
reduce  this  fixed  cost  per  acre  of  sugarcane 
in  production.  Over  the  past  several  years, 
this  has  been  an  issue  of  increasing 
importance  as  machinery  prices  continue  to 
increase.  For  the  very  same  reason  that  raw 
sugar  mills  have  increased  capacity  through 
the  years  to  lower  capital  costs  per  ton  of 
cane  processed,  sugarcane  farms  will  need 
to  continue  to  increase  in  size  in  an  effort  to 
spread  fixed  equipment  costs  over  more 
acres.  This  is  a  long  term  trend  which  is 
true  for  any  crop  production  situation,  not  just 
for  sugarcane. 


In  terms  of  variable  production  expenses 
associated  with  sugarcane  production, 
herbicide  program  choice  is  probably  the  one 
area  where  growers  have  the  most  decision 
making  flexibility.  On  a  sugarcane  farm, 
planting  practices,  tillage  practices, 
fertilization  practices  and  harvesting 
operations  are  fairly  well  established  and 
generally  do  not  vary  much  from  year  to 
year.  This  is  because  there  is  not  a  wide 
range  of  alternative  practices  to  choose  from 
for  these  crop  production  phases. 

In  the  area  of  weed  control,  however, 
growers  have  a  relatively  wide  selection  of 
weed  control  programs  as  well  as  herbicide 
material  options  to  choose  from.  The  range 
in  cost  for  these  alternative  programs  can 
be  quite  large,  thereby  providing  the 
opportunity  to  make  production  decisions 
which  can  lower  variable  production  costs. 

Sugarcane  is  currently  being  planted  at 
this  time  of  year  and  at-planting  weed  control 
is  a  very  critical  production  decision.  Weeds 
not  controlled  at  planting  have  enough  time 
to  reestablish  before  the  first  frost  and 
compete  with  the  planted  sugarcane  crop 
for  water  and  nutrients. 


The  table  below  presents  herbicide  cost 
options  for  at-planting  weed  control  in 
sugarcane.  Broadcast  application  rates  are 
taken  from  the  2010  Sugarcane  Weed 
Management  Guide.  Herbicide  prices  are 
suggested  values  from  earlier  in  the  year. 
Although  herbicide  programs  should  be 
tailored  to  specific  weed  problems  in  specific 
fields,  a  broad  array  of  herbicide  materials 
are  usually  available  for  a  common  weed 
problem.  Selecting  a  lower  priced  herbicide, 
and  applying  it  at  recommended  rates,  can 
save  considerable  money  for  the  farming 
operation. 

At-planting  herbicide  options  in  the  table 
below  range  in  cost  from  $  1 0  to  $56  per  acre, 
depending  on  material  and  rate.  Switching 
to  a  less  expensive  material  could  save  a 
farm  $10,  $20  or  $30  per  acre.  For  farming 
operations  to  remain  economically  viable 
today,  opportunities  such  as  these,  to  reduce 
production  expenses,  cannot  be  overlooked. 
In  today's  commercial  agriculture,  reducing 
expenses  must  be  given  just  as  must  attention 
as  increasing  revenue. 


Herbicide  cost  options  for  at-planting  sugarcane  weed  control 

Herbicide 

Per  Acre  Rate  for 

Herbicide  Price 

Herbicide  Cost 

Material 

Broadcast 
Application1 

per  Unit 

per  Acre  Range 

Atrazine  4L 

2.0-4.0  qt 

$5.04/qt 

$10-$20 

Atrazine  90DF 

2.2-4.4  lb 

$4.33/lb 

$10-$  19 

Authority  MTZ 

16.0-33.0  oz 

$1.12/oz 

$18-$37 

Command  3  ME 

2.6-3.3  pt 

$15.00/pt 

$40-$50 

Direx4L 

2.4-3.0  qt 

$7.54/qt 

$18-$23 

Karmex  80DF 

3.0-3.75  lb 

$4.20/lb 

$13-$  16 

Prowl 

2.4-3.6  qt 

$8.38/qt 

$20-$30 

Sencor  75DF 

2.0-4.0  lb 

$14.00/lb 

$28 -$56 

Treflan 

2.0  qt  (36  in. band) 

$6.32/qt 

$13 

Valor  SX 

6.0-8.0  oz 

$4.68/oz 

$28-$37 

'Rates  based  on  20 10 

Sugarcane  Weed  Managcmcn 

Guide  (LSU  AgCenterand  USDA-ARS). 

The  sugarcane  weed  c 

antral  guide  is  available  on  th< 

i  LSU  AgCenter  web  page  at  the  following 

address:  http://www.l 

suagccntcr.conVcn/cropslive 

rtock/crops/sug  arcane 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


0ffoVs  *eH 

Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


HEARNE  PLANTERS 

Will  now  be  built  by 
BREAUX'S  WELDING  SERVICE 

137 1-49  South  -  Carencro,  LA  70520 
Contact  MIKE  BREAUX  337-288-8830 

mbdwelding@yahoo.  com 

or  DAVID  HEARNE  337-942-8180 


A 


First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 
Agricultural  Lender 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 
It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 
At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


I 


Michele  Simoneaux  Dean  Martin 

Give  us  a  call  in  Thibodaux! 


Donna  Booty 

(985)  446-9450 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 


Northwestern  Tiller  with  openers  - 
$12,000.  Call  Tony  at  225-268- 
2251. 

Cameco  Hi-Dump  Wagon; 
Covering  tool;  TransLoader  Wagon; 
2-row  Broussard  whole  stalk  cutter; 
1  -row  Broussard  whole  stalk  cutter; 
1 5  side  dump  hi-way  trailers.  Call 
Kenneth  Taylor  at  337-945-7474. 

'93  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  new 
Cummins  Eng.  -  $10,000;  2  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers  -  $7,000 
for  1.  Call  Tommy  at  318-452- 
7945  orByrns  at  318-452-5373. 

John  Deere  Tractors,  4640-$9500, 
7400  Hi-crop-$  15,000;  4440-Hi- 
crop-$8,000;  Barco  Trans-loader- 
$9,000;  12foot  3  point  hitch  V- 
ditch;  3  row  shaver;  chisel 
plows;  set  of  iron  wheels;  3  point 
sprayer;  drain  cleaner;  fuel  tanks,  all 
prices  negotiable.  Call  985-637- 
7123  or  985-805-0495. 
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Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


Try  the  Classifieds  in 
The  Sugar  Bulletin! 


You  Get  Results! 


XHfc  ^uGAR  BULLbiiN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through 
effective  research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and 

education. 


American 
Sugar  Cane 


?  League 


September  2010 
Volume  88,  No.  12 
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Jessie  Breaux 
King  Sucrose  LXIX  yg 
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The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  and  Fair  Association  announced  that  Mr.  Jessie 
Breaux  of  Franklin  will  reign  as  King  Sucrose  LXIX  at  the  annual  festival  to  be 
celebrated  on  September  23-26,  2010  in  New  Iberia. 

Mr.  Breaux  is  a  1969  graduate  of  Franklin  High  School  in  Franklin,  LA  where  he  was  the 
President  of  the  FFA  Chapter,  and  upon  graduation  he  received  the  American  Legion  Award. 
In  1974  he  graduated  from  the  University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana,  Lafayette,  LA  holding 
a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Agronomy.  Upon  graduation  he  received  the  Agronomy 
Student  Award  from  the  American  Society  of  Agronomy.  After  graduation,  he  went  to 
work  for  the  South  Coast  Sugar  Corporation.  One  year  later  he  went  to  work  for  Pete 
deGravelles,  Jr.  He  managed  Pete's  farm,  Teche  Planting  Company  Inc.,  for  nine  years.  It 
was  during  that  time  when  he  received  the  Outstanding  Young  Farmer  Award  from  the 
Franklin  Jaycees.  He  bought  out  part  of  Pete's  farming  operation  in  1982.  He  then  formed 
his  current  farming  operation,  Bayou  Cane  Company,  Inc.,  farming  750  acres  of  sugar 
cane.  Jessie  is  a  fourth  generation  sugarcane  farmer. 

Jessie  served  as  President  of  the  St.  John  and  Hanson  School  Board  for  two  years  and  as 
a  board  member  for  nine  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Assumption  in 
Franklin,  LA.  He  served  for  six  years  in  the  Louisiana  National  Guard,  and  he  has  also 
served  on  the  FSA  Count  Committee  for  twenty-one  years.  He  graduated  from  Louisiana 
State  University's  Agricultural  Center  Agricultural  Leadership  Program  as  a  member  of 
Class  IV  in  1996. 

He  is  a  past  President  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  having  served  two  terms 
(2007-2009).  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  ASSCT,  a  board  member  of  the  St.  Mary  Parish 
Farm  Bureau  and  Teche  Farm  Supply  Cooperative.  He  has  also  served  as  a  board  of 
director  of  St.  Mary  Sugar  Cooperative,  Inc.  since  1986  and  has  been  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
for  the  past  18  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Agriculture  Leaders  of  Louisiana  board  of 
directors  and  currently  serves  as  Treasurer. 

Jessie  is  the  son  of  the  late  Jessie  and  Laura  Belle  Breaux.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
Cindy  Scelfo  of  Franklin,  LA  and  they  have  three  children,  Missy  and  husband  Pheng, 
Jolene,  and  Ryan  and  two  grandchildren  Tyler  and  Tanner. 

Currently,  Jessie  if  farming  over  2400  acres  of  land  in  St.  Mary  Parish.  His  farm  is  run 
by  himself,  a  farm  manager  and  ten  employees  year  round.  In  his  spare  time,  he  enjoys 
spending  time  with  his  family,  hiking,  golfing  and  boating. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  congratulates  Jessie  for  being  selected  King  Sucrose 
LXIX. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Keeping  an  Eye  on  the  EPA 
Soda  Companies  Using  Cane  Sugar 


As  what  may  be  considered  part  of  the 
current  political  atmosphere,  we  are 
seeing  an  increase  in  activity  from 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency.  The 
EPA  is  tightening  the  reins  on  several  issues 
that  could  have  detrimental  effects  on  the 
sugar  industry.  We  are  keeping  a  close  watch 
on  legislation  and  other  issues  that,  if 
enacted,  could  affect  traditional  farming, 
transportation  and  processing  operations. 

I  have  spoken  in  the  past  few  months 
about  the  proposed  boiler  MACT  standards 
that  would  require  costly  and  in  some  cases, 
unaffordable,  upgrades  to  the  boiler  systems 
in  our  industry's  sugar  mills.  The  EPA  is 
proposing  unreasonable  standards  that 
would  provide  no  substantial  improvements 
in  emissions  from  our  industry's  bagasse- 
fired  boilers. 

In  efforts  to  thwart  the  advent  of  this 
proposed  regulation,  we  have  built  a  coalition 
in  Washington  consisting  of  representatives 
from  several  agricultural  commodity  groups 
whose  industries  may  be  affected.  We  have 
found  allies  within  the  lumber  and  paper 
industries  who  use  sawdust  to  feed  their 
boilers.  Unfortunately,  the  MACT  standards 


being  part  of  an  augmentation  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  is  not  the  only  change  that  is  being 
eyed  by  the  EPA. 

To  further  reduce  particulate  matter,  the 
EPA  is  considering  the  federal  regulation  to 
limit  farm  dust  emissions.  Citing  that  the  dust 
blown  into  the  air  during  tilling  practices  is 
harmful  to  public  health,  activists  are  pointing 
their  fingers  at  farmers.  Though  there  are 
numerous  agricultural  practices  that  can 
raise  dust  into  the  air,  these  practices  are 
obviously  vital  to  producing  a  crop. 

Within  the  past  year  the  EPA  has  also 
augmented  its  efforts  in  reviewing  the  effects 
of  some  chemicals  that  are  vital  to  several 
agricultural  commodities.  Some 
concentrated  efforts  by  activist  groups  have 
pointed  toward  the  herbicide  atrazine  to  have 
undesired  effects  on  the  environment.  This 
has  prompted  the  EPA  to  conduct  several 
unwarranted  reviews  of  the  product. 

In  recently  re-examining  the  herbicides, 
the  EPA  has  shown  some  signs  of  diverging 
from  its  usual  strategic,  meticulous  scientific 
examination  processes.  Scientific  advisory 
panels  are  taking  on  an  unprecedented  range 
of  topics  over  the  course  of  four  meetings 


in  a  single  year,  each  of  which  is  focused  on 
a  range  of  considerations;  being  conducted 
on  an  abbreviated  timeline,  resulting  in 
rushed  science;  and  focused  on  studies  and 
data  that  are  not  made  available  until  shortly 
before  the  scheduled  meeting.  It  is  our 
concern  that  the  hasty  reviews  of  this 
product  may  lead  to  the  compromise  of  its 
availability  which  could  hurt  the  weed-control 
practices  on  farms. 

Though  50  years  of  testing  have 
repeatedly  shown  that  atrazine,  and  its 
counterpart  triazine,  pose  no  dangers  to 
public  health,  the  EPA  has  recently  began 
conducting  these  unscheduled  and  rushed 
re-examinations  of  the  commercial 
herbicides.  It  is  our  hope  that  the  EPA  will 
not  be  swayed  by  activists  who  may 
encourage  less-than-scientific  results  that 
could  result  in  harsh  regulatory  actions. 

Another  piece  of  federal  legislation  that 
we  are  watching  is  what  is  being  called  the, 
"America's  Commitment  to  Clean  Water 
Act."  The  bill,  introduced  in  late  April  by 
Rep.  James  Oberstar  (D-Minn.),  is  an 
updated  version  of  the  Clean  Water  Act  of 
1972.  A  predominant  difference  between  the 
two  versions  is  based  on  mere  semantics, 
but  may  hold  detrimental  consequences  to 
rural  America  and  its  farming  communities. 

Within  the  Clean  Water  Act  of  1972, 
legislators  authorized  regulations  to  protect 
the  "navigable"  waterways  within  our 
country.  Legislators  who  penned  the  new 
version  have  omitted  the  term  "navigable" 
from  the  bill.  This  change  would  seemingly 
place  any  pond,  ditch,  or  stream  under  the 
scrutiny  of  federal  regulations.  This  omission 
would  give  the  federal  government  regulative 
powers  over  more  than  53  million  acres  of 
privately  owned  lands  across  the  nation. 

This  vague  and  overreaching  extension 
of  federal  control  over  private  property  rights 
is  dangerous  and  unprecedented.  The 


League,  the  American  Farm  Bureau 
Federation  and  other  agricultural  entities  are 
contesting  the  passage  of  the  bill  that  would  1 
essentially  expand  federal  control  of  our 
nation's  waters. 

I  would  like  to  urge  our  membership  to 
join  in  the  fight  against  these  unwarranted, 
unfair  regulations  that  are  targeting  oun 
country's  agricultural  enterprises.  The  Web 
site  agsense.org  is  hosting  several  leads  into 
communicating  that  the  'green  revolution' 
is  threatening  the  world's  food  supply  by 
stifling  safe  and  viable  farming  practices. 

Soda  companies  are  using  cane  sugar 

Recent  consumer  trends  have  shown  that 
the  average  U.S.  grocery  store  shopper  is; 
searching  for  more  natural  products.  Food 
and  beverage  ingredient  list  that  read  like 
advanced  chemistry  manuals  are  deterring 
consumers  from  buying  products  that  they 
cannot  recognize.  All-natural  cane  sugar  is 
easily  recognizable  and  it  is  being  viewed  as 
a  more  healthful  alternative  to  artificial 
sweeteners  and  high-fructose  cane  syrup. 

Within  the  beverage  market,  we  are 
seeing  reformulations  by  some  recognizable 
brands.  PepsiCo  released  the  "throwback" 
versions  of  its  Pepsi  and  Mountain  Dew 
products  to  be  reminiscent  of  the  company's 
early  formulas  that  included  pure  cane  sugar 
rather  that  high-fructose  corn  syrup  to 
sweeten  its  products.  The  Dr.  Pepper 
Company  has  followed  suit  with  its  125th 
anniversary  edition  products  which  also 
include  all-natural  cane  sugar,  but  will  also 
be  available  for  a  limited  time  only.  Locally, 
the  Abita  Brewery  has  stood  by  the  state's 
sugar  industry  by  using  only  Louisiana  cane 
sugar  in  sweetening  its  line  of  root  beer. 

Promote  the  use  of  pure  cane  sugar  by 
asking  your  friends  to  purchase  these 
products  and  other  that  are  making  the  switch 
to  all  natural  sugar. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Farm  Bill  in  2011? 
USDA  WASDE  August  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


House  Ag  Committee  Chairman  Collin 
Peterson  (D-MN)  told  the  industry 
at  the  recent  symposium  that  the 
farm  bill  schedule  may  be  moving  up. 
According  to  Chairman  Peterson,  there  is  a 
very  real  chance  that  Congress  could  do  the 
next  farm  bill  next  year,  well  before  the 
current  farm  bill  expires  in  September  20 1 2. 
Peterson's  rationale  makes  sense  for  a 
number  of  reasons.  Traditionally,  Congress 
has  been  reluctant  to  take  on  the  arduous 
task  of  developing  legislation  to  reauthorize 
farm,  conservation  and  other  agricultural 
programs  during  a  presidential  election  year. 
If  avoiding  an  election-year  fight  over  farm 
policy  is  your  goal,  moving  the  farm  bill 
timeframe  forward  to  2011  is  one  option. 
Another  option  would  be  to  extend  the 
current  farm  bill  by  one  year  to  insulate  the 
process  from  presidential  election  politics. 

Why  move  the  schedule  forward,  rather 
than  delay  action  until  2013?  One  good 
reason  may  be  the  current  budget 
environment  in  Washington.  Reining  in 
budget  deficits  is  a  high  priority  for  many 


Members  of  Congress,  and  their  campaign 
managers,  and  there  appears  to  be  a  strong 
likelihood  that  Congress  will  make  a  serious 
effort  to  impose  spending  disciplines  on 
Congress  through  the  use  of  "budget 
reconciliation"  in  the  coming  year.  The 
House  and  Senate  Budget  Committees  could 
impose  lower  spending  targets  on  all 
authorizing  committees,  forcing  those 
committees  to  make  cuts  in  order  to  conform 
to  the  lower  spending  limits.  Under  this 
scenario,  Members  may  wish  to  make  those 
cuts  while  reauthorizing  the  farm  bill  for 
multiple  years,  rather  than  making  cuts  in  20 1 1 
and  then  opening  up  the  farm  bill  to  more 
cuts  in  2012.  It  is  also  possible  that  the 
spending  baseline  for  agriculture  will  be 
smaller  in  future  years  as  a  result  of  higher 
prices  in  a  range  of  commodities,  so  Peterson 
may  be  motivated  by  the  need  to  capture 
baseline  spending  before  it  disappears. 

Wizened  veterans  of  agricultural  and 
budgetary  politics  say  this  is  a  difficult  dance. 
The  spending  cuts  that  agriculture  has 
already  done,  in  making  cuts  to  the  crop 


insurance  program  earlier  this  summer,  will 
be  seen  by  Peterson  and  others  as 
agriculture's  down-payment  on  deficit 
reduction  and  they  will  hope  to  get  "credit" 
for  those  savings  as  a  part  of  the  budget 
reconciliation  process.  This  will  be  difficult 
to  achieve.  Conversely,  ag  leaders  would 
not  wish  to  complete  the  farm  bill  before  the 
reconciliation  instructions  have  been  handed 
out  by  the  budget  committees  next  year,  i.e. 
before  the  specific  spending  targets  are 
known,  as  this  might  force  Congress  to  re- 
open the  new  farm  bill  for  even  more  cuts 
to  ag  programs.  Finally,  leaders  would  prefer 
to  keep  the  farm  bill  deliberations  running 
outside  the  budget  reconciliation  process, 
rather  than  allowing  the  momentum  of  budget 
cutting  to  trump  legitimate  programmatic 
goals  of  the  ag  committee  leaders. 

The  job  will  be  extremely  difficult  for 
Peterson  and  others  to  accomplish  without 
significant  backlash  from  other  corners. 
Nutrition  program  supporters  were  incensed 
over  recent  moves  to  "cut"  food  stamp 
benefits  in  order  to  approve  a  new  nutrition 
bill  and  they  are  certain  to  demand  a  high 
price  for  farm  bill  support  in  the  coming 
debate.  Trying  to  craft  a  'baseline  bill'  that 
keeps  farm  spending  on  the  same  trajectory 
will  be  difficult  if  others  are  clamoring  for 
more  spending  for  nutrition  and  other 
programs  at  the  same  time  that  budget  hawks 
are  wielding  the  axe. 

REMINDER:  Crop  insurance  signup  for 
the  2010-11  cane  crop  is  coming  up  soon 
and,  with  expectation  that  this  will  be  a  busy 
hurricane  season,  it  is  time  for  farmers  to 
take  a  close  look  at  their  options. 

USDA  WASDE  August  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  August  World  Agricultural  Supply 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  for 


sugar  supply  and  use  for  2009/10  saw 
significant  changes  in  supply  and  deliveries. 
Beginning  stocks  were  increased  by  35,000 
tons  to  1,534,000  tons  (raw  value). 
Domestic  production  was  bumped  upward 
to  7,81 1,000  tons  due  to  a  slight  increase  in 
cane  production  in  Hawaii  offsetting  a  slight 
reduction  in  Florida.  Cane  production  is  set 
at  3,361,000  tons,  versus  3,355,000  tons  last 
month,  while  beet  production  remained  at 
4,450,000  tons.  Imports  were  increased  to 
3,029,000  tons  from  2,729,000  tons,  with  a 
50,000  ton  increase  in  TRQ  imports,  a  50,000 
ton  increase  in  reexports  and  a  200,000  ton 
increase  in  imports  from  Mexico  and  high- 
tier  origins.  As  a  result,  total  supplies  are 
increased  to  12,374,000  tons  from  12,033,000 
tons  last  month.  Exports  were  unchanged 
at  200,000  tons  while  deliveries  were 
increased  to  10,685,000  tons  from  10,565,000. 
Total  use  was  increased  to  10,885,000  tons 
from  10,765,000  tons,  resulting  in  ending 
stocks  for  September  20 1 0  of  1 ,489,000  tons, 
an  increase  of  221,000  from  July.  The 
stocks-to-use  ratio  was  increased  to  13.7 
percent  from  11.8  percent. 

Higher  beginning  stocks  in  2010/11  and 
an  increase  in  beet  production  led  to  an 
increase  in  total  supply  to  12,093,000  tons 
from  11,587,000  tons  from  11,399,000  tons 
last  month.  Domestic  production  rises  to 
8,335,000  tons  from  8,235,000  tons  due  to 
higher  beet  production,  now  projected  at 
4,8 1 0,000  tons  versus  4,7 1 0,000  tons  in  July. 
Cane  reduction  remains  at  3,525,000  tons, 
with  Louisiana  projected  at  1,465,000  tons. 
TRQ  Imports  are  increased  to  2,269,000  tons 
from  2,084,000  tons.  Exports  are  steady  at 
150,000  tons,  deliveries  are  increased  to 
10,685,000  tons  from  10,485,000  tons  and 
total  use  is  increased  to  10,835,000  tons  from 
1 0,635,000  tons  in  July.  As  a  result,  ending 
stocks  are  increased  by  306,000  tons  to 


1 ,258,000  tons  and  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  for 
September  2011  is  projected  to  rise  to  11.6 
percent  from  9.0  percent  in  July. 

USD  A  reduced  Mexican  production  for 
2009/10  by  5,000  tons,  to  5,1 15,000  tons,  and 
increased  exports  by  90,000  tons  to  480,000 
tons,  which  reduces  ending  stocks  by  95,000 


tons.  For  2010/11,  Mexican  production 
remains  at  5,450,000  tons,  imports  at  150,000 
tons,  domestic  use  at  4,950,000  tons  and 
exports  at  500,000  tons.  As  a  result  of  the 
reduction  in  beginning  stocks,  Mexico  is 
projected  to  have  ending  stocks  of  923,000 
tons. 


PRO  AG 


PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 

cd.proag@charterinternet.corn 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


You're  First  at 
First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe  that  personal 
service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that  personal 
touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 
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Kenneth  Guillory 
New  Iberia 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(337)  364-0217 


Tracie  Rodriguez 
New  Iberia 


Progressive  Tractor 

a 

Implement  Co.,  Inc. 
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AUSTOFT  SUGARCANE  COMBINES 
PARTS   -    SALES   -    SERVICE 


NOW  BOOKING  RENTAL  TRACTORS 
FOR  2010  HARVEST 


LOCATIONS: 


BUNKIE 

318-346-6361 

1-800-367- 

3330 


CECILIA 
337-667-6535 


EUNICE 
337-457-4103 


JEANERETTE 
337-276-6384 


NEW  ROADS 
225-638-6347 


OPELOUSAS 
337-942-5689 


WELSH 
337-734-3444 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

Variety  Advancement  Committee  Meeting 

Burn  Certification  Program 


At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  August 
16,  2010,  most  of  the  cane  belt  is 
.wet.  For  those  who  were  able  to 
take  advantage  of  early  dry  weather  and 
start  planting  at  the  beginning  of  August, 
planting  went  well.  The  seed  cane  was 
straight,  but  somewhat  short.  Early 
mechanical  planting  ratios  range  from  about 
3.5  -  4.5  to  1,  depending  on  variety.  Those 
growers  who  started  early  and  with  hand 
crews  were  reporting  somewhat  better  ratios 
of  6  -  7  to  1 .  Because  most  of  this  early 
planting  was  with  straight  cane,  the  resulting 
planting  job  looks  good.  History  has  proven 
that  growers  can  expect  to  get  higher  yield 
potentials  and  more  longevity  from  fields  that 
are  planted  in  August  and  September  than 
later  planted  fields  (October). 

Those  who  started  planting  early  were  able 
to  plant  much  of  their  black-land,  however 
some  of  the  planting  was  rushed,  and  the 
planting  bed  not  well  prepared.  In  the  rush 
to  get  cane  in  the  ground  many  of  the  early- 
planted  black-land  fields  were  planted 
mechanically  and  too  much  seed  was  raked 
in  to  the  furrow  with  little  loose  soil  to  cover, 
resulting  in  individual  fields  with  a  significant 
amount  of  poorly  covered  seed  cane.  Even 
after  packing,  there  were  many  air  pockets 


where  the  cane  was  not  in  contact  with  the 
soil.  The  recent  rains  should  ensure  an 
increased  success  of  this  other  than  perfect 
planting  job  by  sealing  the  top  of  the  row, 
melting  the  clods,  and  filling  in  the  air  pockets. 
The  industry  has  not  adopted  and  planted 
L  00-950  largely  because  of  its  lack  of  height 
at  planting.  It  appears  that  for  this  year's 
planting  its  height  is  more  acceptable  and 
more  growers  are  increasing  their  acreage 
of  L  00-950.  In  outfield  variety  tests 
harvested  during  2009  L  00-950 's  sugar  per 
ton  of  cane  (hand-sampled)  was  the  highest 
of  all  varieties  for  which  yield  data  was 
collected.  This  is  true  for  plant-cane,  first- 
stubble,  and  second-stubble,  where  its  sugar 
was  a  consistent  1 5  pounds  higher  than  HoCP 
96-540 's  reported  sugar. 

Variety     Advancement     Committee 
Meeting 

The  2010  Variety  Advancement 
Committee  met  on  August  12.  The 
Committee  is  made  up  of  industry 
representatives,  the  League's  agronomists, 
and  researchers  from  the  LSU  AgCenter  and 
the  USDA.  All  of  the  research  personnel 
are  involved  in  the  various  stages  of  the 
variety  development  program.   During  the 


Committee  meeting,  recommendations  on 
the  fate  of  more  than  130  varieties  were 
discussed.  The  discussions  centered  on  year 
series  that  included  the  '04's  (replant  on 
secondary  stations)  through  the  '09's 
(planting  at  infield  locations  for  the  first  time). 
Most  of  the  discussions  at  this  meeting 
centered  on  efforts  and  steps  needed  to 
ensure  adequate  disease  (rust,  smut,  and  leaf 
scald)  resistance  throughout  the  various 
stages  of  the  breeding  program.  A  repeated 
issue  was  that  there  are  a  tremendous 
number  of  factors  other  than  disease/insect 
resistance  to  consider  during  the  selection 
of  new  varieties.  One  of  which,  perhaps 
the  most  important,  is  potential  production 
of  sugar  per  acre/profitability. 

It  was  the  choice  of  the  Variety 
Advancement  Committee  that  second- 
stubble  data  for  HoCP  04-838  will  be 
collected  in  outfield  tests  this  year.  It  is  to 
be  replanted  on  the  secondary  stations  this 
fall.  HoCP  04-838  will  be  eligible  for  release 
in  2011.  In  plant-cane  outfield  tests 
harvested  in  2009,  HoCP  04-83  8's  sugar  per 
acre  and  tons  of  cane  per  acre  were  higher 
than  that  of  HoCP  96-540,  while  in  first- 
stubble  these  yield  criteria  were  equal.  In 
both  plant-cane  and  first-stubble  where  the 
sucrose  samples  were  hand-harvested  the 
sugar  content  was  equal.  The  population  of 
HoCP  04-838  was  significantly  higher  than 
that  of  HoCP  96-540  in  plant-cane  and  in 
first-stubble  outfield  tests.  In  plant-cane  and 
first-stubble,  the  stalk  weight  for  HoCP  04- 
838  was  significantly  less  than  that  of  HoCP 
96-540.  The  variety  was  flagged  by  the 
Committee  for  its  fiber  %,  which  is  about 
2%  higher  than  HoCP  96-540  or  about  equal 
to  the  fiber  %  of  L  99-233. 

In  addition,  the  Variety  Advancement 
Committee  selected  one  variety  (Ho  05-96 1 ) 
for  introduction  to  the  secondary  stations  this 
fall.  In  2009  only  plant-canc  data  was 
collected  from  outfield  test  plots  on  this  new 


variety,  leaving  first  and  second  stubble  data 
yet  to  be  collected  before  Ho  05-961  's 
possible  release  to  the  industry  in  the  fall  of 
2012.  In  the  plant-cane  data,  Ho  05-961's 
sugar  per  acre;  tons  of  cane  per  acre  and 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane  were  all  significantly 
higher  than  that  of  HoCP  96-540.  Also  in 
plant-cane  outfield  tests,  its  stalk  weight  was 
equal  to  HoCP,  but  Ho  05-961  had  a 
significantly  higher  population. 

Neither  of  these  two  varieties  (HoCP  04- 
838  or  Ho  05-961)  appear  to  have  the 
potential  to  set  new  and  higher  levels  of 
yields  for  the  Louisiana  industry,  but  they 
both  appear  to  show  some  resistance  to  the 
disease  complex  (rust,  smut,  and  leaf-scald) 
that  now  has  the  breeding  program  and  the 
industry  in  its  grasp. 

At  this  time,  the  League's  staff  is 
processing  allocation  requests  for  seed  cane 
of  L  03-371.  There  appears  to  be  a  good 
number  of  requests  for  this  new  variety,  just 
a  few  shy  of  200.  For  the  last  few  releases, 
the  number  of  requests  has  ranged  from 
about  150  to  190.  Herman  and  Nathan 
report  that  the  seed  supply  on  the  secondary 
stations  is  adequate,  and  where  possible 
requested  amounts  have  been  allotted  to 
growers  as  requested.  Because  of  the  time 
required  to  complete  the  needed 
correspondences,  it  will  be  sometime  after 
September  1  before  the  seed  cane  of  L  03- 
371  can  be  distributed. 

Burn  Certification  Program 

During  the  2009  sugarcane  field  days, 
growers  were  shown  a  film  to  re-familiarize 
them  with  the  criteria  needed  to  carry  out  a 
successful  prescribed  burn.  Highlighted  in 
a  presentation  were  burning  techniques, 
weather  factors,  and  the  need  for 
communication  prior  to  burning.  After 
watching  the  film  and  participating  in  the 
discussion  that  followed,  growers  were  then 
recertified  as  prescribed  burn  managers. 
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The  previous  certification  in  2005  was  for 

five  years  and  is  now  about  to  expire.   For 

those  who  were  unaware  or  unable  to  attend 

these  recertification  classes  and  did  not 

received  certification  at  that  time,  Dr. 

Kenneth  Gravois,  Sugarcane  Specialist,  LSU 

AgCenter,  provides  the  following  information: 

The  LSU  AgCenter  and  Louisiana 

Department  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry 

will  host   two   meetings   to  provide 

sugarcane  prescribed  burn  manager 

certification  for  first  time  applicants  and 

recertification  for  those  at  the  end  of 

their  5-year  certification. 

1 .  A  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Cooperative  Extension  office 
(119  Robin  St.)  in  Napoleonville 
on  Thursday,  September  23,  2010 
beginning  at  9:00  a.m. 

The  Extension  office  telephone 
number  is  (985)  369-6386. 

2 .  A  Certified  Prescribed  Burn 
Manager  School  and  Safety 
Training  Meeting  have  been 
scheduled  for  Wednesday, 
September  29,  2010  at  the  Ramada 
Inn  (formerly  Holiday  Inn)  in  New 
Iberia  (Hwy  90  at  Hwy  14  across 
from  Lowe's).  The  training  will  take 
place  in  the  morning  (8:30-11:30). 

Sugarcane  Prescribed  Burn  Manager 
Certification  is  intended  for  the  following 
individuals: 

1 .  Anyone  requiring  certification  for 
the  first  time  (this  training  will  take 
approximately  2 ¥2  hours) 

2.  Anyone  requiring  recertification, 
which  must  be  done  every  5  years 
(this  training  will  take 
approximately  30  minutes) 

Please  note:   If  your  card  expired  in 
August  of  this  year,  you  will  only  need 
to  be  recertified. 

Prescribed  burning  for  sugarcane 
harvest  is  an  important  management  tool 


for  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  By 
using  best  management  practices  for 
prescribed  burning  in  sugarcane,  we 
can  minimize  its  impact  on  our 
neighbors  and  the  environment.  If  you 
have  any  questions,  please  contact  Dr. 
Kenneth  Gravois  (kgravois@  age  enter 
.lsu.edu). 

It  may  be  somewhat  early  to  start 
discussing  harvest  and  burning,  but  if  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  is  to  remain 
profitable,  we  must  hold  on  to  the  privilege 
of  pre-burning  trash  or  post-burning  of  cane 
residue.  Trash  brought  to  the  mill  can 
increase  the  price  tag  of  production  and 
reduce  profits  for  both  producers  and 
processors  in  many  ways.  Some  of  which 
include: 

Decreased  harvester  throughput 
Decreased  sugar  per  acre 
Decreased  TRS 

Decreased  sugar  recovery  rate 
Increased  transportation  costs 
Increased  risk  of  freeze  losses 
Increased  length  of  harvest 
Increased  wear  on  mills 
Repeated  studies  on  the  various  varieties 
now  being  grown  have  shown  that,  unless 
the  harvest  residue  is  removed  in  a  timely 
manner  (by  mid  February)  stubble  yields  of 
the  following  crop  can  be  impacted  by  a  3  to 
5  ton  reduction.  Additional  consequences  to 
not  following  the  prescribed  management 
practices  open  a  potential  for  lawsuits  with 
no  protection  under  the  law  and  the  potential 
loss  of  liability  insurance  coverage  related 
to  the  burning  of  cane  both  pre-and  post- 
harvest.    For  these  reasons,  growers  are 
reminded  to  refresh  their  memories  of  the 
prescribed  burning  practices,  implement  them 
during  the  upcoming  harvest  season,  and 
keep  good  accurate  records  of  the  burning 
of  all  fields. 
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Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


1"0  /  /  "04o~1-l/\I\I1J  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 
www.louisianalandbank.com. 


£J 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Combine  Field  Performance  Rate, 
Cane  Yield  and  Variable  Harvest  Cost 


In  just  a  few  weeks,  harvest  of  the  2010 
sugarcane  crop  in  Louisiana  will  begin. 
Sugarcane  harvest  is  probably  the  most 
significant  and  important  phase  of  the 
production  of  sugarcane,  both  from  a  field 
production  and  economic  cost  and  returns 
basis.  The  purchase  of  sugarcane  harvest 
equipment  is  the  single  largest  capital 
investment  on  most  sugarcane  farms.  The 
efficiency  of  harvest  operations,  the  use  of 
crop  ripeners,  the  selection  of  fields  to  harvest 
at  optimal  sucrose  levels,  as  well  as  the 
weather  conditions  in  which  harvest  occurs, 
all  have  a  significant  impact  on  the  resulting 
costs  of  harvesting  the  crop,  the  raw  sugar 
yields  realized,  and  the  revenue  resulting 
from  those  harvested  yields. 

The  table  following  this  article  presents 
current  estimates  (August  2010)  of  projected 
variable  harvest  costs  for  the  20 1 0  sugarcane 
harvest  season.  Variable  costs  presented 
here  include  charges  for  labor,  fuel,  repairs 
and  interest  on  operating  capital.  Harvest 
fuel  costs  are  based  on  a  $2.30  per  gallon 
farm  diesel  price.  These  variable  harvest 
costs  are  for  a  combine  harvester  and  three 
tractor  and  wagon  units.  Fixed  costs 
(ownership  costs)  on  harvest  equipment  are 
not  included. 


Variable  sugarcane  harvest  costs  for  the 
2010  Louisiana  harvest  are  projected  to  be 
in  the  range  of  approximately  $142  per  acre 
of  sugarcane  harvested,  using  combine 
harvesters  under  normal  weather  conditions. 
Using  a  base  yield  of  34  tons  of  cane  per 
harvested  acre,  variable  harvest  costs  for  this 
year  should  be  in  the  range  of  $4. 19  per  ton 
of  cane  harvested.  Variable  sugarcane 
harvest  costs  represent  approximately  25% 
of  total  farm  variable  production  costs. 

Weather  and  field  conditions  at  harvest 
time  can  have  a  significant  influence  on  the 
field  performance  (i.e.,  harvest  time)  of  the 
combine  during  harvest  operations.  At  a 
typical  combine  harvest  performance  rate  of 
0.70  hours/acre,  estimated  combine  fuel  and 
labor  cost  would  be  approximately  $30.25  per 
harvested  acre,  using  a  $2.30/gallon  fuel  price 
and  a  $15.30/hour  combine  operator  labor 
charge.  A  15%  plus  or  minus  change  in  the 
performance  rate  of  the  combine  (0.60  to 
0.81  hours/acre)  can  result  in  the  operating 
cost  of  the  combine  to  vary  within  a  $  1 0  per 
acre  range  ($25.74  to  $35.75  per  acre). 

Cane  yield  per  harvested  acre  and  diesel 
fuel  price  at  harvest  time  can  also  impact 
variable  sugarcane  harvest  costs.  For 
example,  with  a  fuel  price  of  $2.25/gallon, 
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variable  harvest  cost  would  be  approximately 
$3.81  per  ton  at  a  37  ton/acre  harvested  yield 
and  would  increase  to  $5.65  per  ton  for  a  25 
ton/acre  harvested  yield.  At  higher  fuel 
prices,  variable  harvest  cost  per  ton  could 
range  from  $4  to  over  $6  per  ton,  depending 
upon  yield. 

An  important  component  of  sugarcane 
farm  management  is  the  ability  to  project 
expected  costs,  adjust  cost  estimates  based 
on  changing  conditions,  and  to  use  cost 
estimates  to  make  informed  farm  production 


decisions.  Sugarcane  harvest  operations  are 
certainly  one  area  where  having  an  accurate 
estimate  of  cost  is  vitally  important.  There 
may  be  factors  which  impact  harvest  costs 
which  cannot  be  controlled,  such  as  fuel 
prices,  harvest  conditions  and  yield. 
However,  being  able  to  project  the  impact  of 
those  conditions  on  resulting  harvest  costs 
will  provide  valuable  information  to 
production  decisions  regarding  specific  tracts 
of  land  as  well  as  the  entire  farming 
operation. 


Estimated  Variable  Harvest  Costs  for  2010  Sugarcane  Crop 

Cost  per  Harvested 

Cost  per  Ton 

Acre 

(@34  tons/acre) 

($  per  acre) 

($ 

per  ton) 

Labor  Cost  1/ 

31.57 

0.93 

Fuel  Cost  ($2.30  per  gal.)  1/ 

55.19 

1.62 

Repair  &  Maintenance 

49.94 

1.47 

Interest  on  Operating  Capital 

5.65 

0.17 

Total  Variable  Harvest  Cost 

$  142.35 

$4.19 

1/  Includes  labor  and  fuel  costs  for  harvester  and  three  tractor- 

wagon  units 

Impact  of  Field  Performance  Rate  on  Combine  Fuel  and  Labor  Cost  per  Acre 

-15% 

Base  Perf.  Rate 

+15% 

Performance  rate  (hrs/acre) 

0.60 

0.70 

0.81 

Labor  cost  per  acre 

$9.18 

$10.79 

$12.39 

Fuel  cost  per  acre 

$16.56 

$19.46 

$22.36 

Total  cost  per  acre 

$25.74 

$30.25 

$35.75 

1/  Includes  labor  and  fuel  costs  for  combine  harvester 

only. 

Impact  of  Cane  Yield  and  Diesel  Price  on  Variable  Harvest  Cost 

per  Ton 

Diesel  Price              25  tons/ac           29  tons/ac           33  tons/ac 

37  tons/ac 

$2.00 

$5.41                    $4.66                   $4.10 

$3.65 

$2.25 

$5.65                  $4.87                  $4.28 

$3.81 

$2.50 

$5.89                  $5.07                  $4.46 

$3.98 

$2.75 

$6.13                  $5.28                  $4.64 

$4.14 

$3.00 

$6.37                  $5.49                  $4.82 

$4.30 

1/  Total  variable  harvest  costs  for  harvester  and  three  tractor-wagon  units. 
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Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
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New  Roads,  LA 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Try  the  Classifieds  in 

The  Sugar  Bulletin... 

It  Really  Works! 


CANE  EQUIPMENT 


5-Row  Cane  Cultivator 
manufactured  by 


Broussard  Cane         &::x  _^^^«  ^    %$  :AM 
Equipment  *, 


Oondi  Ditcher 
DBR  75  Super 


.■:.-■■■■■,■..■.■:■■    . 

Northwest  Tiller 


Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA   70764 
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CANE  HELICOPTERS 


480-444-9520 
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low  level  application  spraying  of 
ferttfeers,  herbicides,  fungicides 

and  pesticides. 
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"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 
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Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


American 
Sugar  Cane 
League 

**  Est.  1922 
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The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


Legislative  Wrap  Up  2010 
Tough  Session 


The  2010  legislative  session  will  be 
remembered  for  being  a  tough  session 
for  nearly  everyone  who  was 
involved.  The  budget  woes  were  the  main 
focus.  With  state  revenues  down 
and  federal  help  on  the  decline  tough  cuts  had 
to  be  made.  The  Jindal  administration 
refused  all  attempts  at  increasing  taxes  and 
instead  turned  to  so-called  "rainy  day  funds" 
to  make  the  budget  balance  and  to  personnel 
and  program  cuts  to  make  ends  meet.  It 
seems  as  if  everyone  was  hit  hard  on  the 
budget  cuts.  This  set  tempers  on  edge  for 
legislators,  administration  members  and  the 
sea  of  lobbyists  who  were  fighting  for  their 
interests. 

Agriculture  had  its  battles  too,  and  a  few 
of  them  were  noisy. 

SB  625  (Martiny)  Prohibits  contracts  for 
motor  carrier  transportation  and 
construction  from  containing  indemnity 
clauses  protecting  the  grower  or  mill  from 
liability.  Enacted. 


This  bill  was  one  of  the  most  controversial 
bills  of  the  session.  Currently  farmers  and 
mills  can  protect  themselves  from  liability 
arising  from  tort  in  construction  and  hauling 
contracts  by  requiring  the  construction  or 
hauling  contractor  to  indemnify  the  farmer 
or  mill  from  such  losses.  The  Senate  bill  (SB 
625)  eventually  passed  by  a  margin  of  two 
votes  above  the  minimum  needed  for 
enactment.  Going  forward  these 
indemnity  contract  clauses  will  be  prohibited. 

Senator  Troy  Hebert  of  New  Iberia  put 
some  language  in  the  bill  intended  to  exempt 
agriculture  from  the  effects  of  the  bill  but,  as 
often  happens  in  legislative  affairs,  there  is 
some  confusion  about  the  "construction"  part 
of  the  bill.  Transportation  contracts  may  still 
have  indemnification  clauses  but  the  issue  is 
not  clear  regarding  agricultural  construction 
projects. 

Oil,  gas  and  chemical  organizations  were 
opposed  to  the  bill  but  other  business  groups 
were  silent  or  supportive  of  the  proposed 
change.  There  may  even  be  issues  with  home 
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liability  contracts  (the  guy  who  cuts  your 
grass  or  fixes  your  roof),  workers  comp  and 
the  use  of  out-of-state  contractors  to  avoid 
the  effects  of  this  law.  Over  time  there  will 
be  litigation  to  settle  these  questions. 

HB  1410  (Jackson)  Railroad  crossing 
removal.  Enacted. 

This  bill  was  designed  to  set  up 
development  of  a  passenger  train  Authority 
for  train  service  between  New  Orleans  and 
Baton  Rouge.  But  when  agriculture  interests 
aimed  at  curtailing  arbitrary  removal  of  rural 
crossings  had  their  bill  killed  in  committee 
the  La.  Farm  Bureau  hijacked  this  bill  and 
added  language  to  prohibit  such  removals 
unless  the  railroad  can  prove  it  will  suffer 
damages  if  the  crossing  is  not  taken  up. 

A  bill  was  passed  two  years  ago  that 
required  the  Public  Service  Commission 
(PSC)  to  hold  hearings  before  crossings  could 
be  removed  in  some  circumstances,  but  the 
PSC  just  didn't  have  the  staff  to 
force  compliance.  Recent  legal  action  in 
appellate  court  has  been  unfavorable  to  the 
railroads  and  supported  farmers  and 
other  rural  interests.  So  it's  accurate  to  say 
that  agriculture  is  winning  this  war. 

LFB  took  the  initiative  on  this  maneuver 
and  they  are  to  be  congratulated  for  their 
aggressive  approach  on  the  issue.  They  were 
joined  in  the  effort  by  sugar  and  everyone 
else  in  agriculture. 

HB  1449  (Fannin)  and  HB  1486  (Morris) 
Protects  the  riparian  rights  of  land  owners 
regarding  water.  Enacted 

These  bills  were  offered  by  Fannin  and 
Morris  as  a  response  to  recent 
Louisiana  Attorney  General's  opinion  holding 
that  land  owners  didn't  necessarily  own  the 
water  running  through  their  land  or  even  in 
lakes  touching  their  farms.  Fannin's  bill 
affirms  the  landowners  right  to  the  water  and 
Morris  set  up  a  procedure  whereby  the 


landowner  can  sell  his  water  in  a  cooperative 
endeavor. 

HB  569  (Carmody)  and  HB  606 
(Ellington)  Relating  to  hunting  feral  hogs. 
Enacted. 

Feral  hogs  have  become  a  huge  problem 
for  farmers  and  timber  growers.  The 
damage  they  do  to  crops  is  in  the  millions  of 
dollars  annually  and  growing  dramatically. 
Carmody 's  bill  allows  hunting  feral  hogs  all 
day,  every  day,  but  prohibits  hunting  at  night 
during  deer  and  turkey  season.  Ellington's 
bill  was  intended  to  change  the  law  regarding 
certain  areas  of  the  state  where  feral  hogs 
were  protected  as  livestock.  An  amendment 
left  several  areas  of  the  state  out  of  the  bill 
and  in  those  areas  loose  swine  must  still  be 
considered  as  someone's  property. 

A  silly  provision  of  the  hunting  bill  requires 
that  feral  hogs  may  not  be  hunted  with  a  rifle 
larger  than  a  .22  caliber.  The  law  does, 
however,  allow  hunting  them  with  shotguns 
loaded  with  buckshot.  Concerns  brought  up 
during  the  .22  amendment  debate  were  that 
larger  rifles  could  do  some  down-range 
damage. 

HB  1277  (Roy)  Interstate  49.  Authorizes 
use  of  I  49  as  an  alternate  route  for  agri 
products.  Enacted 

This  bill  authorizes  the  use  of  I  49  as 
alternate  route  for  U.S.  71  and  U.S.  167  to 
haul  agricultural  products.  This  could  help 
the  farmers  up  around  Bunkie. 

HB  773  (Roy)  Rebuttable  defense  for 
prescribed  burnings.    Enacted 

This  bill  does  not  relieve  a  fanner  from 
liability  for  damages  during  a  prescribed  burn 
but  it  helps.  Currently,  it  seems,  if  a  prescribed 
burn  is  alleged  to  have  caused  someone 
damage  the  person  doing  the  burning  must 
prove  he  had  the  right  to  burn  and  that  he 
followed  safe  practices.  The  law  now  allows 
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him  to  presume  in  court  that  he  had  the  right 
to  burn  and  that  he  was  following  safe 
practices.  A  fine  distinction,  but  it  may  prove 
helpful. 

HB  733  (Anders)  and  HB  495 
(Harrison)  Carbon  sequestration. 

Both  of  these  bills  presume  that  Cap  and 
Trade  Legislation  will  be  enacted  in 
Congress.  The  bills  also  presume  that  if  a 
cap  and  trade  bill  is  passed  that  agricultural 


owners  will  be  considered  in  the  bill. 
Currently  the  cap  and  trade  legislation  is 
projected  to  fail  and  even  if  one  of  the  current 
versions  (the  House  and  Senate  have  different 
bills)  pass  agri  interests  do  not  have  the 
authority  to  sell  credits  that  their  crops 
seemly  deserve  for  sequestering  carbon 
dioxide.  But  it  is  a  good  idea  to  have  these 
provisions  in  the  law  in  the  event  that  things 
change  in  Washington. 


OjHONIROIM. 
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The  article  below  is  an  edited  version  of  a  presentation  given  by  Dr.  Gillian  Eggleston 
at  the  2010  SIT  Meeting  that  was  held  in  Savannah,  GA.  Because  of  its  length,  the 
full  article  is  not  published  here,  but  a  full  pdf  version  is  available  by  email  at  the 
League's  Office  lasugar@amscl.org.  This  research  will  be  repeated  across  the  2010 
LA  harvest/processing  season. 


Seasonal  Variations  on  Sugarcane  Trash  Quantity  and 
Quality  that  Directly  Concern  Factory  Processors  and 

Refiners 


Gillian  Eggleston1,  (gillian.eggleston@ars.usda.gov)  Ryan  Viator2,  Audrey  Gateuil3,  Windell 
Jackson4,  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.4,  Paul  White2,  and  Nathan  Blackwelder4;  ]USDA-ARS- 
Southern  Regional  Research  Center,  New  Orleans,  LA  70124,  U.S.A.;  2USDA-ARS- 
SRL,  Houma,  LA  70360  U.S. A.;  3Agro  Paris  Tech.  Massy,  Paris,  France;  4 American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302,  U.S. A. 


Abstract 

In  sugar  manufacture,  there  is  a  trend  in  the  United  States  and  worldwide  to  produce 
very  high  purity  (VHP)  and  very  low  color  (VLC)  raw  sugars  for  vertical  integration  from 
the  field  to  the  refinery.  New  refineries  in  Louisiana  (LA)  are  expected  to  be  operational  in 
the  next  few  years.  One  of  these  refineries  requests  lower  ash  concentrations  in  the  VHP/ 
VLC  sugar  for  liquid  sugar  manufacture  and  short,  medium,  and  long-term  refinery  strategies. 
Great  variations  in  the  color  and  quality  of  raw  and  VHP/VLC  sugars  exist  mostly  because 
of  the  range  in  quality  of  the  cane  supply  (Muir  and  Eggleston,  2009,  SIT  paper  #960). 
Strategies  to  control  the  quality  of  the  cane  supply  will  largely  depend  on  the  quantity, 
quality,  and  type  of  sugarcane  trash  (green  and  brown  leaves  plus  top)  processed  at  factories, 
which,  in  turn,  will  strongly  be  affected  by  seasonal  variations.  This  study  was  undertaken 
to  ascertain  the  variations  in  juice  quality  parameters  that  affect  VHP/VLC  manufacture 
and  refining  across  the  LA  3-month  processing  season  (late  Sept  to  Dec)  in  2009.  Across 
the  season,  air  temperature  decreased  and  there  was  consistent  rainfall  especially  in  Dec. 
Juice  was  extracted  from  separated  stalk  (S),  growing  point  region  (GPR  or  top),  green  leaf 
(GL)  and  brown  leaf  (BL)  tissues  of  three  popular  sugarcane  varieties  (HoCP  96-540,  L  99- 
226  and  L  99-233),  six  times  between  Sept  and  Dec  2009.  For  all  three  varieties,  total  trash 
decreased  across  the  season  but  GL  levels  were  consistently  higher  in  HoCP  96-540,  and 
by  Dec  total  trash  was  lowest  in  L  99-226.  As  expected,  theoretical  sugar  recovery  and 
juice  purity  values  of  stalks  increased  across  the  season.  In  the  U.S.,  premiums  for  low 
color  in  sugar  are  paid  on  color  measured  at  pH  8.5  whereas  the  rest  of  the  world  measures 
ICUMSA  color  at  pH  7.0.  In  this  study,  color  at  pH  8.5  accentuated  varietal  differences  in 
juice  more  than  at  pH  7.0  and  was  also  more  sensitive  to  GPR  and  GL  colorants  that  are 
responsible  for  causing  the  color  of  raw,  VHP/VLC  and  affinated  sugars  (Muir  and  Eggleston, 
2009,  SIT  paper  #960).    There  was  a  strong  varietal  difference  for  starch.    Unlike  in 
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previous  years  with  an  older  variety,  starch  processed  at  LA  factories  now  increases  up  to 
the  end  of  Nov  and  decreases  in  Dec.  This  suggests  the  need  for  breeding  programs  to 
include  quality  parameters  as  selection  criteria.  Fiber  did  not  vary  considerably  across  the 
season  for  all  varieties.  Ash  was  highest  in  all  tissues  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  (Oct  9), 
decreased  in  the  middle  of  the  season,  and  then  increased  again  at  the  end  of  the  season. 
Leaf  moisture,  juice  extraction,  and  tissue  pH  variations  are  also  discussed. 

Introduction 

There  is  presently  a  trend  in  the  U.S.  and  worldwide  to  manufacture  VHP  and  VLC  raw 
sugars  for  supply  to  refineries,  i.e.,  a  trend  of  vertical  integration  from  the  field  to  the  white 
sugar  output.  This  trend  to  integrate  factory  and  refinery  operations  began  in  Australia  in 
the  mid  1990's  to  reduce  the  overall  cost  structure  and  enhance  product  quality.  There  is 
also  presently  a  growing  demand  for  exports  of  VHP  and  VVHP  (very,  very  high  pol)  raw 
sugars,  particularly  from  Brazil,  mainly  for  overseas  markets.  Very  recently  in  Louisiana, 
-75%  of  the  factories  have  combined  into  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Products,  Inc.  (LSCPI) 
and  are  investing,  with  Imperial  Sugar  and  Cargill  companies,  in  a  new  sugar  refinery  in 
Gramercy,  LA,  which  is  expected  to  be  operational  in  mid-to-late  201 1  (Chapman,  LSCPI, 
personal  communication).  After  providing  enough  incentives,  LSCPI  has  already  requested 
the  combined  LA  factories  to  start  manufacturing  VHP/VLC  raw  sugar  in  20 10.  Moreover, 
LSCPI  also  wants  lower  ash  concentrations  in  the  VHP/VLC  sugar  because  (1)  some  of 
the  refined  sugar  at  the  new  refinery  will  be  manufactured  into  liquid  sugar,  which  requires 
low  ash,  and  (2)  lower  ash  is  needed  for  short,  medium,  and  long-term  refinery  strategies 
(Chapman,  LSCPI,  personal  communication).  The  request  for  the  supply  of  such  higher 
quality  raw  sugars  is  expected  to  create  additional  efficiencies  at  the  new  LA  refinery, 
particularly  at  the  early  affination  stage.  The  higher  quality  raw  sugar  will  also  allow  factory 
processors  to  gain  premiums  from  the  new  refinery.  Furthermore,  manufacture  of  higher 
quality  raw  sugars  at  the  factory  where  the  energy  source  is  the  renewable  by-product 
bagasse,  will  save  fossil  energy  utilization  by  the  refiners. 

One  of  the  main  keys  to  manufacturing  VHP/VLC  sugar  is  the  removal  of  color.  While 
color  removal  at  the  refinery  is  mostly  perfected,  the  processes  are  capital-  and  equipment- 
intensive,  which  further  justifies  the  refiners  request  that  more  of  the  color  removal  work  be 
undertaken  at  the  factory.  Current  color  removing  strategies  at  the  factory  can  be  separated 
into  three  categories:  (1)  improved  unit  process  operations  and  designs,  (2)  chemical 
processes,  and  (3)  physical  processes.  However,  these  factory  strategies  are  typically 
expensive.  Muir  and  Eggleston  (2009)  stated  that  "even  a  small  reduction,  e.g.,  <10%  in 
total  trash  levels  processed  at  the  factory,  could  be  more  efficient  and  cost-effective  than 
other  factory  color  removal  processes  and  has  additional  advantages  of  increased  purities 
and  lower  ash  contents."  Moreover,  great  variations  in  the  color  of  the  raw  sugars  produced 
still  exist  mostly  because  of  the  large  variations  in  the  quality  of  the  cane  supply,  in  particular 
trash  components. 

Little  is  known  about  how  sugarcane  trash  types  (brown,  dried  leaves  [BL],  green  leaves 
[GL]  and  growing  point  region  [GPR])  and  amounts  impact  downstream  processing  at  the 
factory.  What  is  known  is  that  with  "green"  trashy  sugarcane  the  amount  of  fiber  passing 
through  the  factory  increases.  The  leaves  and  tops  delivered  to  the  factory  contain  more 
ash,  reducing  sugars,  color,  acids,  and  starch.  Higher  amounts  of  impurities  in  the  GL  and 
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GPR  can  be  attributed  to  these  tissues  being  more  physiologically  active,  and  having  much 
more  enzyme  activity  associated  with  them.  Recently,  Muir  and  Eggleston  (2009)  in  South 
Africa  reported  the  first  study  on  effects  of  trash  on  downstream  factory  processing  by 
using  a  pilot  plant.  It  was  shown  that  most  of  the  color  across  the  factory  is  from  the  cane 
supply  and  very  little,  comparatively,  is  formed  and/or  degraded  across  the  factory.  Every 
1%  increase  in  trash  levels  caused  an  increase  in  the  colors  of  VHP  raw  and  refinery 
affinated  (affined)  sugars  by  50  and  25  IU  (international  color  units  measured  at  pH  7.0), 
respectively.  Furthermore,  the  type  of  trash  processed,  i.e.,  GPR  and  especially  GL,  also 
markedly  affected  the  raw  and  affinated  sugar  color.  Smith  (1990)  also  concluded  that 
reduction  of  color  for  VHP  and  VLC  raw  sugars  "would  require  attention  to  cane  quality 
factors"  rather  than  process  manipulations. 

The  sugarcane  variety  harvested  affects  both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  trash  being 
delivered  to  the  factory  (Waguespack  and  Jackson,  2006).  Moreover,  certain  varietal 
characteristics  such  as  erectness,  stalk  size,  and  percent  leaf- trash  also  play  a  major  role  in 
the  performance  of  the  combine  harvester.  Trash  amounts  and  quality  also  vary  across  the 
harvesting/processing  season  in  different  countries.  This  study  was  undertaken  to  characterize 
quality  differences  between  the  different  types  of  sugarcane  tissue  from  three  sugarcane 
varieties  that  are  commercially  grown  in  Louisiana.  In  particular,  seasonal  differences 
were  measured  to  understand  their  effect  raw  on  VHP/VLC  sugar  manufacture  in  the 
factory  across  the  season. 

Experimental  Procedure 

Season- Variety  Trash  Trial:  Field  Experiment 

First  ratoon  sugarcane  (three  commercial  varieties)  was  grown  and  harvested  at  the 
Ardoyne  Farm  of  the  USDA-ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory  at  Schriever,  LA. 
Planting  occurred  in  August  2007;  experimental  design  was  a  randomized  complete  block 
with  four  replications.  Plots  were  cultivated  and  fertilized  according  to  recommended 
practices;  insecticides  were  applied  as  required;  no  chemical  ripener  was  applied.  This 
study  included  the  most  popular  variety  grown  in  Louisiana  in  2009:  HoCP  96-540,  and  two 
newer  commercial  varieties  with  varying  trash  characteristics:  L  99-226,  and  L  99-233 
(Table  1). 

Table  1.  Agronomic  Characteristics  of  Three  Popular  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Varieties 
in  2009 


Agronomic 
Characteristic 


Sugarcane  Variety 


HoCP  96-540 


L  99-226 


L  99-233 


Lodging*  Ability 
Leaf  Clinginess 

Maturity 


Lodges  with  difficulty 

(erect) 

Mid-leaf  clinginess 

ability 

Mid-maturing 


Mid-lodging  ability 
Loose  leaf  sheath 

Early  maturing 


Lodges  easily 

Very  loose  leaf 

sheath 
(self  shucker) 
Mid-late  maturing 


Lodging  is  ease  of  falling  down  in  the  field 
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There  were  four  replicates  per  variety.  Each  replicate  consisted  of  at  least  14  randomly 
chosen  hand-cut  whole-stalks  with  green  and  brown  leaves  still  attached.  Each  sample 
was  separated  as  follows:  brown,  dried  leaves  (BL)  then  green  leaves  (GL)  leaves  were 
removed,  the  growing  point  region  (GPR;  immature  apical  internodes  above  a  natural  breaking 
point  in  the  stalk),  and  the  remaining  stalk  (S)  composed  of  hardened  internodes.  Each 
tissue  type  was  pooled  by  replicate  and  the  fresh  weight  recorded  for  each  tissue. 

The  S  and  GPR  tissues  from  each  replicate  were  separately  passed  through  a  pre- 
breaker  (Cameco  Industries  Inc.,  Thibodaux,  LA,  USA).  A  shredded  sub-sample  (1000  g) 
was  then  passed  through  a  core  press  (Cameco,  U.S.)  to  extract  juice  and  produce  filter 
cake.  All  S  and  GPR  juices  were  immediately  analyzed  for  pH,  Brix,  and  pol  by  polarimetry. 
If  insufficient  GPR  juice  was  obtained,  then  the  juice  was  diluted  2-fold  with  distilled  water 
before  analysis.  A  sub-sample  of  the  juice  (25  ml)  was  heated  to  90°  C  in  a  Multi-Blok 
Heater  (Barnstaed,  Iowa,  U.S.)  to  denature  natural  amylase  enzymes  in  the  juice;  this 
sample  was  then  frozen  and  stored  until  analyzed  for  starch.  The  BL  and  GL  were  shredded 
by  passing  through  a  Jeffco  cutter  grinder  (Jeffress  Engineering  Pty  Ltd,  Australia).  Shredded 
GL  or  BL  leaves  (100  g)  were  blended  with  1  L  of  de-ionized  water  adjusted  to  pH  7.0,  in  a 
heavy-duty  blender  (Waring  Commercial,  U.S.)  for  10  min.  The  juice  was  obtained  by 
passing  the  mixture  through  coarse  (850  mm)  then  fine  (38  mm)  sieves.  The  juice  and  filter 
cake  were  separately  weighed  to  determine  the  percentage  extraction.  The  pH  of  the  juice 
was  immediately  measured  then  biocide  (Bussan  881,  Buckman  Labs.,  U.S.)  added  to 
prevent  microbial  deterioration.  The  juice  was  stored  in  a  -40°  C  freezer.  The  sampling 
date  was  repeated  six  times  across  the  2009  LA  harvest/processing  season:  28  Sept,  Oct  6, 
Oct  26,  Nov  11,  Nov  28  and  Dec  11.  Across  the  season,  air  temperature  decreased  and 
there  was  consistent  rainfall  especially  in  Dec. 

Brix  -  The  mean  Brix  of  triplicate  samples  was  measured  using  an  Index  Instruments  TCR 
15-30  temperature  controlled  refractometer  accurate  to  ±  0.01  Brix. 

Leaf  Moisture  Content  -  A  sub-sample  of  the  BL  and  GL  was  put  in  labeled  brown 
paper  bags,  stapled,  weighed,  dried  in  a  forced-air  oven  at  60  °C  for  7  days,  and 
reweighed.  A  previous  test  conducted  on  HoCP  96-540  GL  and  BL  showed  6  days  was 
sufficient  to  achieve  leaf  dryness.  The  following  equation  was  used  to  calculate  percent 
moisture:  [Wet  weight  (g)  -  dry  weight  (g)  /  Wet  weight  (g)]*  100 

Moisture  Contents  -  The  pressed  filter  cake  residue  from  the  core  press  was  weighed, 
dried  in  an  industrial  TPS  Lunaire  oven  at  65.5°  C  for  72  h,  and  reweighed.  Percentage 
moisture  was  calculated  as  the  percentage  difference  between  the  wet  and  dry  weights. 

Theoretical  Recoverable  Sugar  (TRS)  Calculations  -  The  pressed  juice  was 
analyzed  for  Brix  and  pol.  The  filter  cake  residue  was  analyzed  for  moisture.  The  Brix, 
pol  (sucrose),  fiber  percentage  cane,  and  yield  of  theoretical  recoverable  sugar  (TRS)  per 
ton  of  cane  were  calculated  from  these  analyses  according  to  the  new  LA  core-press 
formula. 
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Starch  -  Starch  was  calculated  using  the  rapid  SPRI  iodometric  method  with  modifications. 
Juice  was  boiled  for  10  min  to  completely  solubilize  the  starch  granules  in  the  juice.  The 
formed  blue/purple  specific  starch-iodine  complex  was  measured  at  600  nm.  Starch  was 
assayed  in  duplicate  samples,  and  concentrations  are  quoted  as  average  ppm  on  a  %  Brix 
basis. 

Ash  -  Conductivity  ash  in  the  juice  samples  was  determined  according  to  ICUMSA  method 
GS 1/3/4/7/8- 13  (Anon,  1994),  and  quoted  as  a  %  on  a  Brix  basis. 

Color  -  Color  was  measured  as  the  absorbance  at  420  nm  and  calculated  according  to  the 
official  ICUMSA  method  GS2/3-9  ( 1 994).  Samples  (-25  ml)  were  diluted  in  triethanolamine/ 
hydrochloric  acid  buffer  (pH  7)  and  filtered  through  a  0.45  mm  filter.  Color  was  also 
measured  at  pH  8.5  by  first  adjusting  the  buffer  to  pH  8.5  with  NaOH  solution. 

Statistics  -  All  data  was  analyzed  using  SAS  with  PROC  MIXED  (SAS  Institute,  2004) 
with  sample  date  and  replication  as  random  variables.  Differences  between  treatment  least 
square  means  will  be  compared  using  the  pdiff  option  at  the  5%  probability  level. 

Results  and  Discussion 

In  the  unedited  version  of  the  paper,  a  full  discussion  including  charts  and  tables 
are  provided  for  the  following  topics: 

»  Trash  Levels  Across  the  Processing  Season 

»  Theoretical  Recoverable  Sugar  (TRS) 

»  Leaf  Moisture  and  Extraction  of  Juice  and  Soluble  Solids 

»  Changes  in  Juice  pH  Across  the  Processing  Season 

»  Juice  Color 

»  Changes  in  Starch  Across  the  Processing  Season 

»  Fiber  and  Ash  Contents  of  Tissue  Juices  Across  the  Season 

Major  Conclusions 

♦  For  all  three  varieties,  total  trash  decreased  across  the  season  but  GL  levels  were 
consistently  higher  in  HoCP  96-540,  and  by  Dec  total  trash  was  lowest  in  L  99- 
226. 

♦  Across  the  season,  as  sugarcane  matured,  GL  and  BL  tissue  pH's  became 
markedly  more  acidic  which  may  have  negative  connotations  on  sucrose  losses  in 
late  season 

♦  In  the  U.S.,  premiums  for  low  color  in  raw  and  VHP/VLC  sugar  are  paid  on  color 
measured  at  pH  8.5  whereas  the  most  of  the  rest  of  the  world  measures  ICUMSA 
color  at  pH  7.0.  In  this  study,  color  at  pH  8.5  accentuated  varietal  differences  in 
juice  more  than  at  pH  7.0  and  was  also  more  sensitive  to  GPR  and  GL  colorants 
that  are  responsible  for  causing  the  color  of  raw,  VHP/VLC  and  affinated  sugars 
(Muir  and  Eggleston,  2009,  SIT  paper  #960). 
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♦  Stalks  contributed  more  to  the  load  of  starch  delivered  to  the  factory  than  the  trash 
tissues  because  of  their  higher  mass  and  volume.  The  contribution  of  starch  from 
stalks  to  delivery  of  starch  to  the  factory  should,  therefore,  not  be  underestimated. 

♦  Introduction  of  newer  sugarcane  varieties  into  Louisiana  in  recent  years  has  caused 
an  increase  in  starch  at  the  factory  up  until  the  end  of  Nov.  Selection  of  low  starch 
sugarcane  varieties  in  breeding  programs  is  warranted. 

♦  Fiber  varied  very  little  across  the  season  except  in  the  early  maturing  variety  L 
99-226  where  fiber  declined  in  mid-season  and  thereafter. 

♦  Conductivity  ash  was  highest  in  all  tissues  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  (Oct  9), 
decreased  in  the  middle  of  the  season,  and  then  increased  again  at  the  end  of  the 
season.  This  follows  the  reported  pattern  of  seasonal  sucrose  losses  in  Louisiana. 

♦  Sugarcane  varieties  need  to  be  identified  and/or  selected  in  breeding  programs  for 
VHP/VLC  sugar  production,  and  their  seasonal  fluctuations  in  processing  parameters 
need  to  be  taken  into  account. 
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Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


P.O.  Box  99  •  Carencro,LA«  70520 
(o)337  896-8462  •  (f)  337  896-8465 

Used  Pipe  for  Construction 

Sucker  Rods $9-12/jt. 

2-3/8"  Structural  $32.00/jt 

2-7/8"  Structural $36.00/jt 

Move  slz.es,  available  ♦  TYuoteim^  available. 
4831  NW  Evangeline  Thrwy-  Ext  7 
337  896-8462  •  Ask  for  Terri 


27 


BROUSSARD      CASE  Hi 


CANE  EQUIPMENT 


AGRICULTURE 


337-845-5080 


Maintenance  Matters! 


We  keep  you  going  during  the  harvest 
Fast  response,  parts  in  stock. 


Case  Austoft  Cane 

Combines:  Sales,  Parts 

and  Service. 


Service  for  all  brands 

wholestalk  cutters,  loaders,  and 

combines. 
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Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival 

Mitchell  Brothers'  Shows  (corner  of  Hwy.  14  &  Sucrose  Drive) 
Community  Invited  -  Free  Admission 

Wednesday,  September  22,  2010 
5:00  p.m.  -  11:00  p.m.  -  Family  Night  $1.00  per  ride  with  14  acres 
of  rides  and  excitement  for  the  whole  family. 

Thursday,  September  23,  2010 
3:00  p.m.  -  11:00  p.m.  -  "Pay  Once"  price  available  as  well  as  indi- 
vidual ticket  purchases. 

Friday,  September  24,  2010 
12:00  nooon  - 11:00  p.m.  -  Kids  Day  -  Between  the  hours  of  noon  and 
5:00  p.m.  rides  will  be  $1.00.  Regular  fare  after  5:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  September  25,  2010 
12:00  noon  -  11:00  p.m. 

Sunday,  September  26,  2010 
1:00  p.m. 

Fais- Do -Do/Music  Concerts  (Bouligny  Plaza) 
Community  Invited  -  Free  Admission 

Thursday,  September  23,  2010  - 

7:00  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  -  Seasoned  Soul 

9:30  p.m.  - 12:00  a.m.  -  Geno  Delafose  (Zydeco) 
Friday,  September  24,  2010 

7:00  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  -  Andy  Smith  Band 

9:30  p.m.  -  12:00  a.m.-  Mustang  Sally 
Saturday,  September  25,  2010 

7:00  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  -  Broken  Mojeaux 

9:30  p.m.  -  12:00  a.m.  -  Rockin'  Dopsie,  Jr. 

Parades 


Friday,  September  24,  2010  -  6:30  p.m.  -  Annual  Boat  Parade 
Saturday,  September  25,  2010  - 10:00  a.m.  -  Children's  Parade 
Sunday,  September  26,  2010  -  2:00  p.m.  -  Louisiana  Sugar  Parade 


rIEDS 
FOR  SALE 

Northwestern  Tiller  with  openers  - 
$12,000.  Call  Tony  at  225-268- 
2251. 

Cameco  Hi-Dump  Wagon; 
Covering  tool;  TransLoader  Wagon; 
2-row  Broussard  whole  stalk  cutter; 
1  -row  Broussard  whole  stalk  cutter; 
1 5  side  dump  hi-way  trailers.  Call 
Kenneth  Taylor  at  337-945-7474. 

'93  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  new 
Cummins  Eng. -$10,000;  2  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers  -  $7,000 
for  1.  Call  Tommy  at  318-452- 
7945  orByrns  at  318-452-5373. 
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John  Deere  Tractors,  4640-$9500,  7400  Hi-crop-$  15,000;  4440-Hi-crop 

Barco  Trans-loader-$9,000;  1 2  foot  3  point  hitch  V-ditch;  3  row  shaver;  chisel  pi ,  J 

of  iron  wheels;  3  point  sprayer;  drain  cleaner;  fuel  tanks,  all  prices  negotiable.  Call  985 
637-7123  or  985-805-0495. 

1 985  Ag  Gator  with  new  leader  line  spreader,  V378  Cummins  Engine  Spreader  ha 
computer  system  -  $  1 0,000  for  both  (as  is).  Located  at  57 1 5  Loreauville  Road,  Ne\ 
Iberia,  LA.  Call  Glenn  Romero  at  337-277-3680  or  337-229-67 1 3 . 


2-Qiiality   4  cylinder  Hi  Dump  Wagons  -  new  pins  and  bushings  -  $20,000  ea.  225 

718-1771. 


5/17/2012  z 

261 183-4   12      oo  a. 
O 


